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TO THE 


READER. 


XPECT no more Commendati- 
ons of our Arabian Author; or 


Apologies for any Thing that may ſeem 
liable to Cenſure in his LZerters. There 


is no End of anſwering the Cavils of 
thoſe, who to gain the Character of 
Criticks, will create Faults where they 
find none; and impute the very Over- 
fights of the Preſs, to the Ignorance of the 
Author, rather than a Book ſhall eſcape free 


| from Cenſure. 


What is Wanting in the Style, where it 
may be ſuppos d to come ſhort of the 


| Original, muſt be laid to the Fralian t 
Charge, who undertook the Firf Verſion 


of ſo Remote a Language, For the 
Engliſh Tranſlator has endeavour'd to fol- 
low_ him, as cloſe as the difference of 
Idioms will admit. And all the World 
knows, That the Engliſh Tongue is none 
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To the Reader. 


of the moſt Copious and Significant. But, 
if this ſhall ſeem an Invidious Refledi- 
on, ſubſtituted in the Room of a Paſſable 
Excuſe ; the Engliſh Tranſlator, in Ho- 
nour both of td] Foreign Copies, and his 
own Native Language (for he is a true 
En ghſh Man both by Blood and Aﬀes- 
d inn) is willing to take the Blame of all 
Deſects on himſelf. Aſſuring you, That 
whatſoever Roughneſs or Want of Ele- 
gance; Whatſoever Careleſeneſs of Ex- 
preſſion i is to be found in the Exgliſh Tran- 
lation, tho' it may be a Fault indeed, yet 
tis purely owing to the Candor of him 
who has committed it, Since, the Chief 
Reaſon of ſuch Neglect is becauſe he was 
loath the Reader ſhould loſe the Original 
_ Senſe, for the ſake of a Sweet Period, 
or a Delicate Cadence. | 
| If in other Places, he ſeems affected, as 
in retaining the Turkiſh or Arabick Words, 
where they might as well have been 
rendred Exgliſb; this alſo was out of 
Reſpect to his Copy, where thoſe Words 
are left, as, we may ſuppoſe, they were 
found in the Original Arabick. 
- This is addreſs d to ſuch Gentlemen, as 
have procur d the Italian Copies of theſe 
Letters, For, we are inform'd, That 


oy: are in the Hands of ſome Engliſh 
4 Travellers, 


To the Reader. 


Travellers, who had a Curioſity to com- 
pare the different Tranſlations together. 

However, to Evidence that this is 
not ſpoken in Partiality to our ſelves, 
but with Equal Regard to that Learned 
Foreigner, who firſt brought theſe Let- 
ters to Light; It will not be amiſs to 
exhibit ſuch Probable Reaſons, as might 
induce him to leave Somme Arabick Words 
untranſlated rather than Others, though 
they had both the ſame Senſe. 

The beſt Method of clearing vp this 
Point will be by producing inſtances, 
ſuch as that, Page 53, at the Bottom: 
Where the Word [Vir] is retained by 
the Engliſh Tranſlator, becauſe it was 
not chang'd by the Italian. Doubtleſs, 
it had been as eaſie to ſay [| The Seven 
' Chief Spirits, Angels, Chancellors or Mi- 
niſters Above] as [| 7he Seven Vizirs.) 
But ſince the Italian Copy has not alter'd 
the Word [V:zirs] the Engliſh Tranſlator 
thought fit to let it ſtand. And he con- 
ceives, tis proper enough in both Ver- 
ſioni; becauſe it better expreſſes the 
Thought of the Turkiſh Aut her, than any 
Italian or Engliſh Word can do, being a 
Title of Dignity peculiar to the Ottoman 
Empire: Where the Credulous People 

| A4 ars 


To the Reader. 
are made to believe. That their Monar- 
chy, with all its Officers of State, is ex- 
actiy Modell'd according to the Pattern of 
the Celeſtial Court and Kingdom. There- 
fore, it appears very Natural in a Turk, 
to call the Miniſters of Heaven by the 
Title of Vizirs, Beglerbegs, Baſſa's, or 
whatſoever other Appellatives are us'd by 
them, to expreſs the Dignity of their 
Grandees on Earth. And who would go 
to ſpoil his Senſe, for the ſake of a Word? 
_ Beſides, not to let this Paſſage fall, 
without due Remarks; Is it not Common 
in our Bible to call God, [Lord of Lordi? 
And how can this be otherwiſe expreſſed 
in Arabick, but by the Tule which is ap- 
5 priated to the Principal Gowvernours of 
rovinces, whom in their Language they 
call Beglerbegs? It is equally uſual in 
Scripture, to ſtyleG od [King of Kings; 
a Title frequently aſſum'd by the Ezftern 
Monarchs, Nay, in our Common Diſ- 
ccurſe, here in England, it is Cuſtoma- 
ry to give to God, the Title of [The King 
of Heaven.] And why may we not as 
well give to the Arch- Angels and Angels, 
&c. the Titles which are ordinarily ap- 
ply d to the Princes and Nobles on Earth ? 
But however, if this will not appear 


allowable in a Chriſtian, yet no Man can 
| wonder 
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To the Reader. X 


wonder at the Turk, when he hears him 
uſe his Native Diale#, ſpeaking of the 
Potentates Above. And if this be granted, 
I hope, neither the 1:a/ian will be blam'd 
for preſerving the Peculiar Phraſe of an 
Eaſtern Aut bor; nor the Engiif Tranſlator 
be accus'd, for following fo Polite a Par- 
tern, 

This Inſtance had not been preſs'd ſo 
ſar, but in Hopes that what is already 
ſaid, may ſerve as a Plea ſor ſeveral other 
Examples of like Nature in this Volume: 
Where it is impoſſible for any European, 
to expreſs the Full Meaning of an Orien- 
tal Author, without reſerving ſome Words 
of his very Language. And in this, the 
Italian Tranſla 
from whoſe Copy, the Enghſþ in ſuch 
Caſes, had no reafon to ſwer ve. And thus 
much may ſuffice to anſwer all Objections 
about the Style. | 2” 
As to the Matter it felf, it appears full 
of Inſtruction, in Hiftorieal, Moral and 
Political Affairs. Nor need any Man 
wonder, if he encounter ſome Paſſages 
which may be found in other Mriters, 
both Gentile and Chriſtian ; ſince the Au- 
thor of theſe Letters proſeſſes, That he 
has taken much Pains to peruſe the 
Treatiſes of the Ancients, both whilſt he 
A5 ſtudy d 


tor is chiefly vindicated; 


"Hg 
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ſtudy'd in the 4cademies, and during his 


| Reſidence: at Par, he often frequented 
the Libraries in that City; whereof there 
is no Scarcity, He ſpent a great Deal of 


Time, in reading Modern as well as Anci- 
ent Authirs, By which Means, he not 
only improv'd his Knowledge in the Uni- 
verſal Hiftory of Former Times, but grew 
Familiar: with the moſt Remarkable Oc- 
currences in Europe, during theſe Later 
Centuries, , So that in ſome of his Letters, 
one would ſwear, he had read Sabellizr, 
Petras Fuſtinia nus, Philip de Comines, and 
other European Writers. For, he ſeems to 
come very near them, in relating ſome 
Particular Stories. And it may be ſup- 
pos d, that he took this Advantage to 
oblige the Turkiſh Grandees to whom he 
writ, by inſerting in his Letters, ſuch 
Paſſages as they were e wholly Strangers 
fo. 

There need no more be ald, but that 
vou may expect another Volume of _ 
1. very ſpeedily, ++ 

Farewel. 
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OF THE 


LETTERS and MATTERS 
Contained in this VoLUME. 
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BOOK I. 


LETTER I. 


Ahmut the Arabian and Inde- 

M fatigable Slave to the Grand 

$ - Seignior, to Mabomet, the moſt 
3 Illuſtrious Vixir Azem at the Port. pa. 1 
He congratulates b Aſſumption to the 
Chief Vizirate; Remonſtrates bis own 
Grievances, and craves bi Protection. 

II. To the Raimacbham. - 
Of the New Troubles in Paris, and of 
Eliachim's being ſeix d, which ford 
Mahmut to ab/cond from bis Lodgings, 

III. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at 
Vienna. 8 

He 
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He acquaints him with the ſame News, 
and forbids any Diſpatches til} farther 
Order. | 

IV. To Adonai, a Few at Venice. 9 

On the ſame Subject; and of an Attempt 

to Rob the Treaſury of Venice. A 
Relation of Tiepoli's Conſpiracy. 

V. To Mabammed, Hodgia, Derviſe, Ere- 

mit, Inhabitant of the Prophetick Ca de 

in Arabia the Happy. 12 

Of the Contempt the Franks ſhew to the 

Beaſts : Several Remarkable Inſt ances 

of the Tenderneſs which the Ancients 
ew'd to the Dumb Creatures. 

VI. To the Kaimacham. 20 

Of b Return to bi Former Lodging. 

1 Reaſon of Eliachim*s being 
eizd. : 

VII. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vi. 


enna. - SS 

He informs him of the ſame Matter, and 

relates the Entertainment he found at 

bs Return; bu Hoſteſs being newly 

deliver d of a Son. 

VIII. To Adonai, a Few at Venice. 25 
Of a Marble Statue, with a Myſterious 

- Inſcription on it. 

IX To the Reis Effendi, Chief Secretary 

of the Ottoman Empire. 27 


ar 


\, 
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Of a Peace Concluded between the French 
Court, and the Parliament of Paris. 4 
Deſcription of the King's Houſe and Gar- 
dens at —— ; | 

X. To Dynet Og lou. 2 
of the Death of Egri Boinou. Of the 

Eaſtern Fealuuſie. A Memorable Exam- 
ple of Seleucus's F#ſtice. 

XI. To the Captain Baſſa. 33 
He informs him of 4 League which the 

Coflacks, Circaſſians, Mingrelians and o. 
ther Nations were engag d in againſt the 
Port. The different Character of thoſe 
People. Some Remarks on the Life of 
Iſmael Sophi. 

XII. To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 
Seignisr. | f 37 
He r his New Hondur, and advi- 

ſes him to be Cautious of the Vir Azem. 

XIII. To Chirwrgi Mubammet, Baſſa. 40 
He acquaints him with the Flight of Mahomet, 

the Sou of the Dey of Tunis; and his 

Converſion to the Chriſtian Religion. 
XIV. To Sale Tirchens Emin, Superinten- 
Er a of the Royal Arſenal at Conſtunti- 


| Of the Wars in the Black Sea; the # | 


ſtory of Pachicour the Circaſſian Py- 


rate. 


XV. To 


60 
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7 XV. To Melec Amet, Baſſa. 


8 
Of the Murder of Doriſlaus, the Engliſh Em- 
baſſador at the Hague, with other Matters, 

XVI. To the Venerable Hufti. 51 

He accuſes the Septuagint and all the Chri- 
ſtian Tranſlations cds Bible, of Flatneſs, 
Errors, and not rightly Rendring the Ori- 
ginal Hebrew. Some Particular Remarks 
on the Plalms of David and Canticles of 
Solomon. 

XVII. To the Chiaus Baſſa. 57 
Remarks on the German, Swediſh and Eng- 
 Jiſh Affairc. A Diſcovery which Oſinin 

th Dwarf made of a Letter from the 

Captain Baſſa, to Gardinal Mazarini. 
XVIII. To Cara Halli, Phyſician to the Grand 

Sergmor. G1 

He informs him of Great Injuries done by 
Lightning in France. Diſcourſes of the 
Pleaſures of a Country Life; and complains 

of his own Entanglements. 

XIX. To Kenan Baſſa, Chief Treaſurer to his 

Highneſs at Conſtantinople. 66 

_ He Congratulates bis Advancement, and Ex- 
_ horts him to Moderation, Putting him in 
Mind alſaof the Cheats that have been com. 
mitted in the Treaſury, p 

XX. To Peſteli Hali, his Brother. 69 

Of the Pleaſure he takes in Reading bis Tra- 

vels. He informs him of the Progreſſive 

Conqueſts made in China by the Towne 

Emperor of the Tartars. He adviſes him 

to wait en Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


XXI. To 
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XXI. To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. WM 
He gives him a Short Account of China, to 


encourage him to learn more from his Bro- 
ther. 


XXII. To Chornezan, Baſſa. 78 
Of ſeveral Royal Marriages and Funerals 
in Europe. Remarks on Ecliples, and 


what happen'd to the Sun in the Days of 


Jehoſhuaty and Ezekiah. 
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BOOK ll. 


LETTER I. 


T O Mubammed, Eremit, Inhabitant of the 
Prophetick Cave in Arabia the Happy. 84 
He deſires his Aſſiſtance and Council in ſeve- 
ra Scruples that entangle his Conſcience. 
II. To Aline im Aluph, Baſſa. 900 
Of the. Impriſonment of Three French Prin- 
ces of tte Blood. | | 


4 
\ 


III. To the Ren Effendi, Principal Secretary 


of the Ottoman Empire. 95 
Hie acquaints kim with the Indiction of rhe 
Jubilee at Rome, Di/com ſes of the Sab- 


batical Tear among the Jews; and of 


the Secular Games among the Ancient 
Romans. 


IV. To the Flower of High Dignity, the Moſt 
Magnificent Vir Azem. 99 

Of the Valour of the Baſla of Buda and his Son. 
'* Remarks on the French Campaienes. He 
defends the Juſtice of the Ottoman Port, 


= 


2" 6 — 4 a a... I” P 
» * % 9 


of the Cuſtom in the Eaſt, to prefer Men of 
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in Releaſing the Bailo of Venice, and ſtrang- 


ling hs Interpreter. 
v. To Searec AP Girawn, Chief Page of the 
Treaſury. : 103 


Merit, thowgh of Mean Birth, to Places of 
Truſt. The Contra Over ſight of the 
Franks. A Story of Paſquil in Rome. Of 
the Removal of the Three Impriſon'd Prin- 
ces to Havre de Grace. The Revolt of 
Bourdeaux. | 
VI. To the Kaimacham. 106 
He acquaints him with the Loſs of the Box, 
wherein all the Letters writ by the Mini- 
ſters of the Port to him were contain d; and 
what Fears he was in about it, 
VII. To the fame. 110 
Hie informs him that a Negro Slave to Elia» 
chim the ſew, had ſtolen the Box of Let- 
ters: Who being examin'd by Tortures even 
to Death, confeſs'd he had hid it in the 
Earth, , | | 
VIII. To Sohymar Kuſtir Aga, Prince of the 
- Black Eunur his. 8 
2 the Aﬀront done to the Port in the Claim 
the Tartars made to thi Tutelage of the young 
» Sultan. 4 the Cruelty often exercii'd on the 
Princes of the Ottoman Blood. 


IX. To Dgnet Og lou. 116 


He complains of an unjuſt Reproof given him 
by the Reis Effendi, on the Account of Ke- 
nan Baſſa, and juſtifies hu own Conduct and 
Integrity. we 
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T. To the Rew Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire. 120 
Mahmut expoſtulates with him about hu ſup- 

ord Crime, in writing freely to Kenan 
ſh. Acquaints him with the Orders he 
receiv d from the Vizir Azem, and other 
Principal Miniſters of the Divan, to that 
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Embaſſador at Madrid, and of 4 Fight be- 
tuen the Scotch aud Engliſh. ER 
XI. To Selman Aga, Principal Chamberlain of 

pr Women's Apartments in the Sera- 

10. * | 124 

Of the Diſorders and Autinies among t be Ja- 

nizaries. Of the French King's Guard of 
Switzers. I News from Candia- 

Bravery of the Maltele Knights. Of the 

Death of the Prince of Orange. 
XII. To Miſur Dramelec Secretary of the Na- 


: 
7 He rallies him for hu angry Letter, 

5 XIII. To Aae Aluph, Baſſa. 130 
# Of the Releaſe of the Three Impriſon'd 
French Princes. And of Cardinal Ma- 
| Zarin's Private Departure from the 
Court. | 
f XIV. To auf, his Kinſman at Fes. 132 
He diſcourſes with him of his Travels in Aſia; 
Challenges his Promiſe to ſend him an Ac- 
a count of Africk. Several Remarks on that 

Quarter of the World. 
| XV. To Kerker Haſſan Baſſa. 137 
He complains of the Injurieshad been dune him 
by Tkingi, Maſter of the Pages, ana by others. 
Deſires 


Vs 


\, 


\ : 


Parpoſe, Of the Murder of an Engliſh - 


zarene Affairs at the Port. 127 
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Deſires him to intercede for Leadꝭ to return 
Home, profeſſing himſelf weary of this Em- 
ployment, 

XVI. To Chauſaein, Baſſa, the Magnanimous 
Vizir Azem, and Invincible General of the 
Ottoman Forces in Candia. 142 

Mahmut complains of the Inſtability of all 
Sublunary Things. Of the Cruelties exer- 
cic d towards ſome of the Sultans, Vizirs, 
Baflas, and other Miniſters of the Empire. 
Ne flections on the Death of the Old Queen. 
Remarks on the Delightful Confinement of 
the Ethiopian Princes of the Blood, 

XVII. To Naſſuff, Baſſa of Natolia. 147 

Of a Quarrel between the Dukes of Bran- 

denburgh and Newburgh. | 

XVIII. To V/eph Ban. 150 

Of the Miſunder ſtanding between the Queen 
of France and the Prince. of Conde, ſince 
his Enlargement. Of the Prince's Flight 


. Paris. 
XIX. To Selman his Couſin, at Conſtanti- 
nople. | . 
He reproves his former Libertiniſm: Endea- 
 wours to reftifie hs Miſtakes about Hell: 
And gives him good Counſel. 
XX. To Enden Al Xaidi Faaf, Beglerbeg of 
Dierbekir, 156 
He Congratulates his Happineſs, in being 
Lord of the Earthly Paradiſe. Of a Tree 
Five Hundrea Miles High in Dietbekir, 
Of the Firſt Parents of Mankind, accord- 
ing to the Tradition of the Indians. ith 


other Matters. | 
| BOOK III. 
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LET ITERL 


TO Azde l Melec Muli Omar, Preſident of 

the ſollege of Sciences at Fez. 160 

He ai courſes after the Manner of a Scep- 
tick, an the difference in Religions. 

II. To the Kaimacham. 166 

The — Ifouf Eb'n Hadrilla, a» 

Arabian Philoſopher, concerning the Ori- 

ginal of Mankind, and their being born in 

a State of War, Of 150000 Livres pro- 


nuſed as a Reward. to thoſe who ſhowd 


bring in Cardinal Mazarini alive or dead. 
Of the Return of that Miniſter to the 


Court, | 
III. To the Rei Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 170 


More of the Domeſtick Troubles in France. 
IV. To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 
Seignior. | 175 
He relates ſeveral Examples of the Wiſdom 
and Morality that is found in the Brutes. 
V. To the Captain Baſſa, 179 
He expoſtulates about the Ill Succeſs of the 
| Mahometan Fleets: ana relates to him a 
Viſion which he had in Paris: With the 
Ceremonies that went before it, Aadviſes 
him to make a Deſcent in Italy. Inform. 
him of a Terrible Sea-Combat between the 

Engliſh and the Dutch. 


VI. To 
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VI. To the Kay Bey, or Lieutenant General 
of the Jani ⁊aries. / 184 

Of the Corruptions crept into the Diſcipline 
of that Order : Which he counſelt him to 
_ Of an Inſurrection in Paris: 

th other Matters. 

VII. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vienna. 
188 


Of 4 Duel Fought between the Dukes of 


Beaufort and Nemours. The Parliament 
of Paris divided, The Roman Catholick 
Religion re ſtor d in Cologne, 

VIII. To the Kaimacham. | 190 


Of the French King's Return to Paris, and 


the Univerſal Foy of his People for the 
ſame, Of fie Rebellions in Syria and 
Egypt. 
TX. To Dynet Oglou. 193 
Of the Unhappineſs of Kings. Particular 
Reflections on the Depoſing of Sultan Ibra- 


him; and the Minority of Sultan Maho- 
met WA. , 


X. To elec Amet. | 196 
Of a French Lord, who being cloſe purſued 

5 bi Enemies, eſcap d over an Arm of the 
Sea, by the Strength of his Horſe, for which 
Service he immediately Kill d him. Of Ca- 
rabuluc, Sultan Selim's Horſe. Remarks 

on the Birth of Alexander the Great, and 

the Burning of Diana's Temple at Ephe- 


ſus. Of the Impriſonment of Cardinal de 
Retz. Of the taking of Dunkirk and Caſal 
by the Spaniards. 8 

XI. To the lame. 200 


He 
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He diſcourſes of a Comet which at thu Time 
appear d in the Heavens, about the Sphere 
of te Sun. 85. 
o Peſtels Hali, his Brother, Maſter ot 
the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms. 24 
He Congratulates his New Preferment, = 
Connſels him not to be haſty in growing Rich 
or Mighty. Of Cardinal Mazarin Re- 
turn from his Second Baniſhment, 
XIII. To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 206 
He thanks him for the Favour he had ſhown 
to his Brother, Of the Honogr s which the 
French King beſtom d on Cardinal Anto- 
nio Barbarini.· O certain P:odigies, 


XII. 


XIV. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vien- 


na. 5 209 

He endeavours to wean him from the Preju- 

dices of Education; and to convince im, 

that other Nations are in as fair a Way to 
Paradiſe as the Jews. 

XV. To the Saublimelh Wiſe, the Senior of Ex- 
cellent Dignity,” Abul Recowaw u, Grand 
Almoner to the Sultan. | 

Of the Difference between I 


213 
mpudent Beg- 
gars, and the Truly Indigent. A Remark=- 

able Inſtance of à certain Cardinal's Cha- 

rity. He recommends to him in Particu- 
cular, the Caſe of a certain diſcarded Ti- 
mariot. 
XVI. To the Captain Baſſa. 217 
Of ſeveralSea-Fights between the Engliſh and 
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LETTER I. 


Mahmut the Arabian, and Indefatigable 
| Slave % the Grand Signior, to Maho- 
met, the Moſt Iluſtriom Vizir Azem, 
at the Port, 


nour, the Firſt Dignity in the Empire Ever 
Vifforious. Tis thy Turn to be now Exalted 
in the Orb of Fortune: Let not this High Stati- 
on make thee forger, That the Wheel is always 
in Motion. But conſider, That ſince the Advance 
thou haſt made, was not but by the Fall. of thy 


> Preatceſſor, thou haſt leſs Reaſon to think thy own 
= + State * | 


| 1 Congratulate thy Aſcent to that Top of Ho- 


B I am 


2 Letters Writ by Vol. IV. 


I am no Fortune-Tiller; nor would I be ſo Rude, 
as to Prognoſticate II Luck to my Superiore. Bur, 
Men in Eminent Dignity, have Need of a Moni- 
tor: And, it is Recorded of a Great Monarch, 
That he Commanded One of his Pages, eve 


Morning to Salute him, when he firſt awaked, 


with theſe Words, Remember, O King, that thou 
art 4 Mortal. 

Let this Example, Supream Miniſter, plead my 
Excuſe, and incline thee to pardon the Freedom 
which Mahmut takes; who by this, thou ſeeſt, is 
no Flatterer, 

Certainly, all Sublunary Things, Ebb and 
Flow like the Waters, And, though Men may 
ſometimes enjoy a Spring-Tide of Felicity; yet 
Fate has Hidden Sluces, which in a Moment, 
ſhall convey the Mighty Torrent to ſome other 
Channel. 

i my ſelf have in ſome Meaſure experienc'd 
this, who am but a Puny in Compariſon with 
thee. Yet Deſtiny and Chance, are allotted to the 
Little, as well as to the Great. The Worm En- 
counters as many croſs Contingencies, in her 
humble reptile: State, as does the Towring Eagle, 
in all her lofty Flights and Ranges, through the 
wide-ſtretch'd Air. 

- In my Infancy I was ſnatch'd from the Cradle, 
and from the Arms of my Mournful Mother: 
 Mournful on Two Accounts, the Death of a 
Husband, and the Neceſſity of parting with her 
Child. Yet this Early Separation, rurn'd to my 
Advantage, 'and her Comfort. The Sequel of 
my Good Fortune, invited her to forſake her 
Solitudes, and follow me to the Imperial City; 
were ſhe exchang d her Melancholy Widow- 
Hood, for the Society and Love of a Merry 
Greek: Whilſt Fate had another Game to play 
Will of Heaven, that _ 
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the Delights of the Seraglio, and the Honour of 


ſerving the Greateſt Sovereign in the World, 1 


ſhould fall into a Cruel Captivity, and be com- 
lled Ignominiouſly to drudge for a Barbarous 


Infidel. Afterwards, I gain'd my Liberty, and 


apply'd my ſelf to Scudy 11 the Academies. I 
will not- boaſt of the Proficiency I made: Bur, 
at my Return to Conſtantinople, thou knoweſt, 
my Superiours thought me capable of doing the 
Port Service in this Place. Thus P,ovidence ſports 
with Mortals, and by an Unaccountable Clew of 
Diſcipline, leads them through the Mazes of this 
Life. 

How I have diſcharged my Truſt here, I dare 
Appeal to All; _yet can pleaſe none. Every 
Man will be my Judge to give Sentence againſt me; 
and ſome, I believe, wou'd willingly be my 
Executioners: Which, at certain Times, carries 
me into fo deep a Melancholy, that 1 ever join 
with my Enemies, and Condema my ſelf, 
though I know not for what. Surely, ſay I, ſo 
many perſpicacious Men cannot be all in the 
Wrong, and I only 1n the Right: They muſt 
needs ſee ſome Faults in me, which I cannot 
diſcern in my ſelf: Doubtleſs Pm Partial, and 
never chang'd the Order of £ſop's Wallet. Then 
Reflect on theſe Thoughts, as the mere Product 
of Melancholy: For, after the ſtri ceſt Examina- 
tion of my Conduct, I find my felf Innocent of 
thoſe Things, whereof I am accus'd. Vet, 
whilſt I am juſtifying my Integrity towards my 
Great Maſter, my Sadnels returns again, and tells 
me, That without Doubt, I have ſome Ways 
offended God and his Prophit, who, for thit Rea- 
fon, ſuffer the Envious to perſecute me'; and 
drive me into a more intimate and familiar Con- 
verſe with my ſelf, that ſo by making a frequent 
Scrutiny after the Cauſe of my Outward Mis- 
e B 2 fortunes, 
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fortunes, I may diſce ver the Secret Crimes, which 
T may have committed againſt Heaven, and 
which lie hid under my Inadvertence and Ob- 
Iivion. ; | 

Then Pm - fill'd with a Thouſand S:ruples 
about my telling Lyes, and taking Falſe Oaths ; 
though Fm diſpens'd with for all thoſe Immorali- 
ties, by the Sovereign Arbiter of the Law. In 
a Word, I know not ſometimes what to think. 
And, were it not, that my Agency in theſe Parts, 
meets with ſome Succeſs, I ſhould often conclude, 
That 1 either lie under ſome Curſe of God, or 
Charms of .Men; That either Heaven or Hell, have 
a Peculiar Hand in afflicting me. 


But all this may be only the Fumes of my 


own Diſtemper'd Spleen. And the Indulgent 
Fudge of Men, may paſs a Milder Sentence on me, 
than either I do my feif, or my Fellow-Mortals. 
He is Tranſcendently Benign and Merciful: 
And, our Sins of Frailty appar in his Eyes, but 
as ſmall Atome, in the Rays of a Morning's Sun; 
which, though they be in1umerable, yet the 


leaſt Breath of Wind blows them all out of 


Sight. 1 
"by what I have ſaid, tis apparent, that I have 
Regard both to thee and my ſelf: To thee as the 
Supream Diſpoſer of Life and Death, under the 
Grand Signior; to my ſelf, as one cull'd out for a 
Victim by the Malicious, and lying at the Feet of 
thy Noble Nature, begging thy Protection. My 
Enemies are Induſtrious to Ruin me, and lay hold 
on all Opportunities to accompliſh it. The Sen- 
tence Which they could not procure from thy Pre- 
deceſſor they may hope to draw from thee by their 
Fa ſc Informations This makes me uſe Pre- cau- 


tion in my ov-n Defence; hoping to foreſtal their 
Malice by this Humble Addreſs. 


Imitate 
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Imitaie thou the Divine Nature; and be not 
ſevere, in remarking the Peccadillos and ſmall 
Delinquencies of thy Slave, If | turn Ie or 
Traytor, | crave no Favour. | | 

That Supreamly Merciful and Gracious, the Firſt 
and the Left of the World, and Lord of Paradi ſe, 
heap on thee as many Bleſſings every day, as 
would employ my ſwifreſt Wiſhes a Thouſand 
Years; and grant, That thou may'ſt find Admir- 
tance into the Place full of Rivers, whole Springs 
take their Riſe from the Bottom of the Rock of 
Eternity. | N | 


Paris, the 17th of the 2d. Moon 2 
of the Year 1649. according to the Chriſtian SyIs. 


LETTER II. 
To the Kaimacham. 


” HE Troubles of this Kingdom, which a while 

ago ſeem'd to be compos d, are now again 
broke out afreſh - The Private Grudges of ſome, 
and the Ambition of others of the Nobility, have 
once more put all in Arms. This City is Block'd 
up by the Prince of Condes Army, who has not 
been long return'd from Flanders. The King, 
the Queen, with Cardinal Mszarizi, and the 
whole Court, are at S. Germain en Lay, whither 
they went by Night. This abrupt Departure gave 
freſh Courage to the Seditionus, and at the ſame 
time, furpiſh'd them with new Matter of Accu- 
ſation againſt Cardinal Mazarini, who, they ſay, 
has ſtole away their Sovereign from them. The 
Parliameut have declar'd him az Enemy to the 
B 3 Government. 
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Government, They are levying Soldiers as faſt as 
they can; and Proviſions are laid in, as if they 
were to ſuſtain a Jong Siege. Several Princes and 
Grandces, are come over to the Citixens, having 
deſerted the Court; among whom, is the Prince 
of Conti, Brother to the Prince of Conde. Yet the 
Parifians ate diſtruſt ful of him, and have Confin'd 
his Siſter, as a Hoſtage for his Fidelity; not 
knowing, that his Deſertion is Real, being oc- 
caſion d by ſome Quarrel between him and his 
Elder Brother. 
"Tis ſaid, That Cardinal Mazerini has taken a 
Reſolution to depart the Kingdom, that ſo he may 
_— the Tempeſt that Threatens him from all 
ands, 


The Queen has ſent Orders to the Colonels, that 


ſerve under Mareſchal Turexne, in Germany, com- 
manding them to abandon that General, who, 
they ſay, has declared for the Parliament, and ſent 
to offer them his Service. 

On the other Side, the Cirizexs endeavour to 
ſtrengthen their Party, by ſending to all the 
Parliaments of France, to deſire their Conjunction 
in eſpouſing the Quarrel of this of Pars. 
The Companies which the Burghers of this City 
have rais'd, wear this Motte in their Enfigns, 
WE SEEK OUR KING. 

In the mean while, the Arch Duke of Auſtris 
keeps near the Frontiers of this Kingdom, with 
an Army of Twenty Thouſand Men; and ſends 
frequent Propoſals to the Parliament, in order to 
a Peace. 

Whilſt I was Writing the laſt Word, News 
was brought me, That Eliachim the Jew is ſeiz d, 
and clapt in Priſon at S. Denys, which Place is 
in the King's Hands. I cannot learn the Reaſon 
of his Confinement, but am apt to ſuſpe& tis on 


the Score of his late appearing among the _ 
| | 2 
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ble of Paris, whereof I gave an Account in a Let- 
ter to the 4g of the Janzaries. 

The Surprize I am in at this Unfortunate Ac- 
cident, puts me upon a Thouſand Thoughts. 
I know not what Courſe to take for my own 
ſafety. If Lliachim's Papers ſhould be ſearch'd, 
Mahmut muſt be diſcover'd ; and then if I tarry 
in the City, I cannot eſcape a Prifon : For tho 
at this Juncture, one would think this Place, a 
ſufficient Protection from the Court; yet the Ha- 
tred they bear to the True Belicvers, and the Diſco- 
very of ſo important a Commiſſion as mine would 
ſuperſede their Inteſtine A nimoſities. I ſhould 
Infallibly be either deliver'd up to the Csurt, or 
ſent to - Basile. If I go out of the City, my 
Danger is yet greater; all the Paſſes of the 
— being narrowly watch'd, and ſtrongly 
guarded by the King's Soldiers. This made me 
at firſt, reſolve to deferr the Concluſion of this 
Letter to another Time, whilſt I provided for my 
own Safety ; as thinking it impoſſible, to convey 
any Intelligence out of France undiſcover d. But 
being inform'd of a Courier, that was juſt going 
from the Parliament, to the Arch-Duke of Auſtria; 
and fearing leſt I ſhould never have the Privi- 
lege of Pen, Ink and Paper again, I have ra- 
viſh'd a few Moments, from that little Time I 
have left to ſhife for my ſelf, that ſo I might 
give thee Notice of this Accident. 

I have written alſo to Nat ban Ben Saddi at Vien- 
na, to prevent any Diſpatches from him, till far- 
ther Order. Both theſe Letters I venture in the 
Hands of a faithful Meſſenger, who has cauſed 
them to be ſew'd up in the Heels of his Shooes, 
to prevent Diſcovery. He travels under the Pro- 
tection of the Cearzer, 

I have not a Minute left to ſay more, than 
that I am at this Inſtant parting from my Lodg- 

B 4 ing; 
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ing; my Books and other Things being packt up, 
and Porters ready to carry em away. If I get 
ſife out of the Honſe, I muſt change my Habit 
and Name; and fo lay the Foundation of a New 
Concealment, till the Iſſue of this Adventure, 
ſhall dire& me what to do. 

Adieu, IIluſtrious Kaimacham, and expect to 
hear more in my Next; or, let my Silence 
convince thee, that Mahmut is no longer at 


Liberty. 


Paris, 26th, of the 2d. Noon, 
of the Year 1649. 


LETTER. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4a Jew er Vienna. 


I F thou haſt any Diſpatches coming for me, and 
it be yet in thy Power to ſtop them, uſe 
Wings in doing it: For, Ffear, we are diſcover'd 
in this Place. Thy Brother Eliachim, is Arreſted 
by the Kings Orders. What is laid to his 
Charge, I know not for certain: Neither is it 
necetlary for thee to be informd in that Point. 
Bur, if his Confinement be owing to fame Ser- 
vices he has lately done me, we are all loſt. His 
Papers will be ſearchd, which muſt of Neceſſi- 
ty betray cur Secrets: And then, we have No- 
thing to expe, but the ſevereſt Execution of the 
Chriſtians Fury and Revenge. I am in no (mall 
Confuſten at this Accident, having ſcarce Time 
to provide for my Concealment. Send no more 
to Paris, till thou receiveſt farther Advice. We 
are all in Arms, this Ciry being block'd up 2 
2 . 
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the Queen's Troops; ſo that I know not well 
which way to ſhift for my ſelf, and eſcape a 
Thouſand Scrutinies, which they will every 
where make into the Affairs of a Stranger. But, 
that Fate which over-rules Humane Contingen- 
cies, will, I hope, reſcue me out of this Dan-- 
ger: To which I commend both thee and me; 
bidding thee Farewel, as if I were never to write: 
to thee again: For ſo the Iſſue may prove. | 


Paris, 26th, of the 2d. Moon, 
of the T @” 1649. 


EET FT ER V. 
To Adonai a Jew, at Venice. 


1 Have ſomething more Reſpite how, tham 
when I wrfore laſt to thy Brather Nathan at 
Vienna, to inform him of Elizchim's being made a: 
Priſoner. I was in a grea'e: Hurry at that Time, 
than the Ninth Sphere. All my Motions were: 
ſwift. I went Backward and Forward, like the. 
Planets: But had no Leiſure to ſtand ſtill, as they 
do ſometimes. Ina Word, I have run over the. 
whole Zodiack of Policy, to ſeek for a New Houſe ; 
that wherein I Lodg'd, being like to prove too 
hot for me At Length I have found one, where- 
in I hope to meet with no Malevolent A4ſpe#s, but 
to remain, as before, in a. Friendly. Conj unction 
with the Min; behind whoſe Splendors, I may 
lie . cover d from the: Inquititions of peering 
Morrtals, 
To ſpeak more intelligibly, I am for the pre- 
ſent, remay'd to other Lodgings in this Cicy, 
| + : B 5 the: 
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the better to ſhelter my ſelf from the Storm which 
ſeems to hang over my Head, ſince Eliachim 
was ſeiz'd. eſterday, I wrote to the Kaims- 
cham, and to Nathan Ben Jaddi, to give them an 
Account of this Accident This goes along 
with the ſame Meſſenger ; for I durſt not confide 
in the Poſs, during the Preſent Diſorders of this 
Kingdom. | 
II receivd a Letter from thee, wherein thou 
informeſt me, of an Attempt that has been lately 
made, to rob the Treaſury of Venice: Which, ac- 
cording to' thy Deſcription is very Rich and 
Magnificent; not to be match'd in Europe. Per- 
haps, if thou hadſt ſeen the Wealth that is pre- 
ſerv'd in the Church of St Denys, a City not far 
from Paris, thou wouldſt be of another Mind. 
But neither of us can make proper Compariſons, 
having not ſeen both Places. The French extol 
the Latter, and ſay, it far exceeds that of Venice. 
But they may ſpeak Partially ; it being the Hu- 
mour of all People, to magnifie the Grandeur of 
their own Nation: And, the French come not 
ſhort of the Reſt of the World in Vain-Glory. 
However it be, it was a vaſt Attempt and full of 
infinite Difficulties and Perils, to Rob the Vaults 
of a Church, in the Ileart of that Great and 
Populous City, where all the Riches of the Seig- 
niory were Repoſited. It is an Argument of the 
Greatneſs of their Souls who durſt undertake fo 
hazardous an Enterprize. 
But this is not the Firſt Time the Venetian: have 
been in Danger to loſe that —— Maſs of 
Wealth. A Poor Grecian once found a Way, 
through Marble Barricado's under Ground, to 
enter thoſe Golden Cells; from whence he car- 
ried away, to the Value of Twenty Hundred 
Thouſand Zechins in Jewels. But, making one 
of his Countrymen acquainted with it, the Vil. 


lain 
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lain betray'd him to the Doge, who cauſed him to 
be Hang d. 
That Commonwealth, has been all along wy , 
Happy in gy of Plots, and other Miſchie 
© 


intended againſt Her. I know not whether thou 
haſt heard of the Famous Conſpiracy of Tiepoli ; 
who, not content with the Life and Eſtate of a 
Private Gentleman, ſought to render himſelf So- 
rvereign of Nic. And, to this End, inſinuated 
into the Affections of many Thouſands of the 


Citizens; whom he kept in conſtant Penſicn for 


above Nine Years together, under the Notion of 
aſſiſting him, to revenge certain Injuries he had 
received from a Roman Gentleman. They were 
all ro run with their Arms into the Streets, 
when they ſhould hear the Name Tiepoli utter'd + 
aloud, and often repeated. 

Bar, when the Day was come, whereon he was 
to put his Deſigns in Execution, and the Alarm 
was given in the Streets, an Old Woman made 
ſuch Haſte to look out at her Chamber-Window, 
to ſee what was the Occaſion of the Tumult, 
that ſhe threw down an Earthen Veſſel; which 
falling ditectly on the Head of Tiepeli Kill'd him, 
and fo put an End to the Rebellion. For which 
happy Accident, the Senate ſettled a Yearly Pen- 
ſion of a Thouſand Zechins, on the Old Woman 
during her Life, and the ſame to be paid to her 
Heirs and Poſterity for ever. 

Send me no Diſpatehes, till thou baſft receiv'd 
another Letter from me, which will aire& thee 
what to do. 3 


Paris, 27th. of the 2d, Moon, 
of the Tear 1649. 


LE T- 
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LETTER: SY, 


To Mahummed, Hadgia, Derviſe, Ere- 
mit, Iubabit ant of the Prophetick Cave, 
in Arabia the Happy. 


TH E Frank, (who are more ready to find 
Faults in others, than to amend their own) 
cenſure the Muſulmans, for extending their Cha- 
rity to Beaſts, Birds and Fiſhes. They laugh at 
the Alms we beſtow to feed Dogs, Cats and 
ether Living Creatures; and ridicule the Ten- 


derneſs of ſuch, as go into the Markets, and. 


buy the Birds that are there ſold, on Purpoſe to 
4 them to their Native Liberty. They ſay, 
tis a ſufficient Demonſtratien of Piety, to relieve 


the Neceſſities of Men; and, that it is but a 
\ Fruitleſs Hypocriſy, to ſhew Kindneſs ro the- * 


Rrotes, who, in their Opinion, have neither 
Souls nor Reaſon, and conſequently. are Inſenſi- 
ble of our Good Offices roward them. 

Theſe are the Charges of Weſtern Raillery, the 
Scoffs off the Obdurate, with which they load 
the Generous Orientals, the Hearts transfix'd. 
with, Univerſa] Love. What would they ſay, if 
they had heard of thy Heroick Piety, who not 
only affordeſt Protection and Relief to thoſe 
Creatures whereof we have no Need, but even 
abſtaineſt from the Fleſh of all Animals, though 
che Prophet himſelf has indulg'd us the Uſe of 
fome for our Neceſſary Food, and without 
which many plead, that we cannot ſuſt:in Life? 
Oh! excellent Man, born for the Reproof and 
Light of the Age, how is the Soul of our Great 
La- gi ve exhilarated, when he beholds thy Inno- 

f cent 
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cent and Unblemiſh'd. Life? The Treaſury of 
Heaven, is enrich'd with thy Good Works, the Fer- 
tile Harveſt of Vertues, the Firſt- Fruits of 
the Purity of thy Nature! From thy firſt 
Deſcent into that Holy Cave, the Angels, who 
Regiſter the Words of Men, never heard thee 
utter a Syllable that could be reprehended. Th 

Thoughts raviſh the Heart of God himſelf wit 

Joys» The Univerſal Spirit full ot Eyes, - Watcher 
of the Univerſe, would fall Aſleep, were it not 
Rowz'd by the ſtrong Vibrations of thy Sub- 
lime Soul. Thy: Contemplations are Themes 
for the College of thoſe who were Aſſiſtant in 
Forming of All Things, Were it not for ſuch 
as thee, the Angel of the Firft Motion, would ceaſe 
to Whirt the Globes of Light through the Hea- 
vent: The Orbs Above would grow Rey, and 
all the Wheels and Springs of Nature would fland 


Fi. Oh Elec idea, before whoſe Purify'd E, 
ſence, the Sun himſelf A jp full of Blemiſhes! 


Humane Wit cannot find thy Equal on Earth: 
Thou art the Impreſs on the SEAL OFTHE 
PROPHETS, the Soul of the Soul of Mahbomner ! 
In thus celebrating thy High PerfeQtions, if I 
have offended thy Modeſty, thou haſt the Good. 
neſs to aſcribe it to the Exceſs of my Affection, 
which carries me beyond Human Regards, I 
would fain be an Imitator of thy Incorrupt Life. 
For, let the Chriſtians ſay what they pleaſe, I will 
ever eſteem Abſtinence a Divine Virtue. I have 
conſulted the Sages of Old, that I might learn 
what was the Practice of Former Times, whilſt 
Human Nature was yet in its Infancy, before the 
Manners of Men were Debauch'd. I have pur. 
ſued the Select Writings of the Ancients, the 
Records of Truth, and void of Fables, And, 
believing that ſuch Memoirs will not be unwel. 
come to thee, I preſume to lay them at thy Feet, 
N as. 
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as a Mark of that Profound Veneration, I owe to 
the Tenant of the Darling of God. 

Theſe Hiferians ſay, That the Firſt Inhabitants 
of the Earth, for above Two Thouſand Years, 
liv'd altogether on the Yegetable Products; of 
which they Offer'd the Firſt- Fruits to God: It be. 
ing eſteem'd an Inexpiable Wickedneſ, ro ſhed 
the Blud of any Animal, though it were in Sacri- 
fee, much more to Eat of their Fleſh, To this 
End, they relate the Firſt Slaughter of a Bull, 
to have been made at Athens, on this Occaſion. 
The Prieſt of the Town, whoſe Name was Domus, 
as he was making the Accuſtomed Ob{ation of 
Fruits on an Altar in the Open Field, (for, as yet 
they had no Temples) 2 Bull came running from 


the Herd, which was grazing hard by, and eat 


of the Conſecrated Herbzge Upon which 
Diomus the Prieſt, mov'd with Zeal at the Repu- 
red Sacrilege, and ſnatching a Sword from one of 
thoſe that were preſent, kill'd the BA. But, when 
his Paſſion was over, and he conſidered, what a 
heinous Crime he had committed; fearing allo 
the Rage of the People, he perſuaded them, 
That a God had appear'd ro him, and commanded 
him to Offer that Bul in Sacrifice, by Burning 
his Fleſh with Fire on the Altar, as an Atone 
ment for his devouring the Conſecrated Fruits. 
The Devour Multitude, acquieſc'd to the Words 
of their Brieſt, as to an Oracle, And, the Bull 
being flead and Fire laid on the Altar, they 
all aſſiſted at the New Sacrifice. From which 
Time, the Cuſom was Yearly obſerv'd among 
the At heni ans, to Sacrifice a Bull. And by them, 
this Method of Religions Cruelty, was taught not 
only to all Greece, but to the Reſt of the World. 
In proceſs of Time, a certain Prieſ, in the Midſt 
of his Bloody Sacrifice, taking up a Piece of the 
Broiled Fleſh which had fall'n from the Altar — 
. the 
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the Ground, and burning his Fingers therewith, 


ſuddainly clapt them to his Mouth, to mitigate 
the Pain. But when he had once taſted the 
Sweetneſs of the Fat, not only long'd for more 
of it, but gave a Piece to his Aſſiſtant, and he 
to others: ho all pleaſed with the New-found 
Dainties, fell to Eating of Fleſh greedily. And 
hence this Species of Gluttony was Taught to 
other Mortals. Neither is it Material, what the 
Hebrew DoFors object againſt theſe Teſtimonies, 
when they introduce the Son of Adam, Sacrificing 
Living Creatures, in the Infancy of the World ; 
ſince, thou knoweſt, many Errors are inſerted 
in the Written Law, from whence they take this 


Story. 


They ſay alſo, That the firſt Goat that fell by 
the Hands of Men, was killed in Revenge for 
the Injuries it had done the Owner of a Vine- 
yard, in browſing on his Vines; ſuch an Impi- 
ous Deed, having never been heard of before. 

This is certain, That the Egyptians, the Wiſeſt 
and moſt Ancient People in the World, having 
receiv'd from the Firſt Inhabitants of the Earth a 
Tradition, forbidding Men To Ki any Living 
Creature; to give the greater Force to this Primi- 
tive Law of Nature, they Form'd the Images of 
their Gods, in the Similitude of Beafis : That fo 
the Vulgar, ſtruck with Reverence at the Sacred 
Symbols, might learn to abſtain from Killing, or ſo 
much as Hurting the Dumb Animals : under whoſe 
Forms, they Repreſented whatſoever among them 


was eſteemed Adorable. | 


Yer, leſt any in his Life-Time, ſhould by Ace- 


cident, or otherwiſe, have tranſgreſs'd the Law 


of Abſtinence, they uſed a kind of Expi ation for 
the Dead, after this Manner, The Prieft; took 
the Bowels out of the Belly of the Deceaſed, 
and putting them in an Earthen Veſſel they held 

. it 
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it towards the Sun; and calling Witneſſes, they 4 
made the following Speech, in Behalf of the Dead: 
O thou San, whoſe Empire is Univerſal, and all 9 
© ye Other Powers, who give Life to Men, receive 1 
© me into the Society of the Immortal Goa,, 4 
for ſo long as [I lived in this World, I Religi- 
& ouſly perſevered in the Worſbip of thoſe Deities, 
© which were made known to me by my Anceſtors. 
„always Honour 4 my Parents, who begat my 
«© Body. I never Ri d any Man or Bea, nor have 
© been Guilty of any Black Crime. But, if 
“ whilſt I liv'd I have treſpaſy'd, in Taſting any of 
© thoſe Things which are Forbidden; it was not my 
“ Sin, but the Fault of theſe Entrails, which 
„are here ſeparated from the reſt of my Body. 
And having ſaid this, they caſt the Veſſel into 
the River on the Banks of which the Ceremony 
was perform'd; Embalming the Reſt of the Body, 
as Pure and free from Sin. 

After the ſame Minner, the Perſſan Magi, or 
Wiſe Men, practiſed 4bſtinence, And, to imprint 
in their Diſciples a Tenderneſs and Ftiendſhip to- 1 

Ward the Beaſt, they called them, according to 1 
their different Stations, either Lyons, Hyzna's,. 3 
Crows, Eagles, Hawks, c. And their Gar- 23 

. ments were Painted all over with the Various 

Figure: of Animals; thereby inſinuating, the 

Doctrine of the Soul Tranſmigration; and inculca- 

ting this Myſtery, That the Spirit of Man, enters ſuc. 

22 into all Sorts of Bodies: Which thou know- 
is not remote from the Faith of True Belie- 
vers. 

It would not be amiſs, as a Teſtimony of the 
Practice of the Ancients, to inſert a Memorable 
Addreſs, which the Reformed Prieſts of Crete, were 
wont to make before the Alter of Jupiter 0 
„Divine Governour of the Hundred Cities, we have 
led a Holy Life, from the Time that we were 

| & Initiated. 
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© Initiated in thy Myſteries, and forſook the Nect ur- 
nal Rites, and Bloody Feaſts of Bacchus : We are 
* now Purified, and Cloath our ſelves in White 
'* Veſtments, the Emblems of our Innocence: We 
© ſhun the Society of Polluted Mortals; neither 
* approach we to the Sepulchres of the Dead nor 
** Taſte of the Fleſh of any Thing, which has been 
© endued with Life. 

Such alſo was of Old, and to this Day is, the 
Abſtinence of the Indian;; among whom the 
Brachmans perform the Office of Prieſt hood. Theſe, 
the Ancient Greci an, called Gymnoſophiſts, They 
are all of one Race, neither will they admit a 
Stranger into their Order, They live for the 
moſt Part near ta Ganges, or ſome other River, 
for the Sake of their vent Purifications. 
Their Diet conſiſts of Milk Curdl'd with ſowre 
Herbs. They feed alſo on Apples, Rice, and 
other Fruits of the Earth; eſteeming it the 
Height of Impiety to Taſte of any Thing that 
has Life. They live in little Hutts or Cottages, 
every one by himſelf, avoiding Company and 
Diſcourſe ; employing all their Time in Contem- 
plation, and the Service of the Temple. They 
eſteem this Life, but a Neceſfiry Diſpenſation 
of Nature, which they Voluntarily undergo as 
a Penance; ardently thirſting after the Diſſolu- 
tion of their Bodies; and firmly believing, That 
the Soul by Death, is releaſed from its Priſon, 
and launches forth into Immenſe Liberty and 
Happineſs. Therefore they are always chearful- 
ly diſpoſed to Die, bewailing thoſe that are 
Alive, and Celebrating the Funerals of the Dead, 
with joyful Solemnities and Triumphs. Among 
their Good Works, it is accounted an Ac of 
great Reputation and Vertue, to build Hoſpitals 
for Beaſts as well as Men: And, in every City, 
there- are great Numbers of ſuch, as ſpend _ 

| their 
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their Life, in tending on Sick and Wounded 
Animals, or ſuch-as have no Suſtenance elſewhere. 
And, thisis no Novel Inſtitution, but deliver'd down 
to them by Tradition, from Immemorable Ages. 

The Precepts alſo of Triptelemus and Draco, the 
moſt Ancient Lawgivers of the Athenians, are a 
Teſtimony of the Innocence and Sinceriry of the 
Firſt Me: For they comprehended all the whole 
2 of Piaty and Vertue, in Practiſing theſe 

w Rules: 

Let it be an Eternal Sanction to the Atheni- 
& ans, To Adore the Immortal Gods: To Reve- 
** rence the Departed Heroes; to Celebrate their 
*©. Praiſes with Songs, and the Firfi-Fruits of the 


«* Earth; To Honour their Parents; and neither to 


Kill Man nor Beaſt. 

I could relate to thee, Examples of Alſtinence 
in the Ancient Lacedæmoni ans, Spartans, Jews, 
and almoſt all Nations of the Eaſt: Nor are there 


wanting ſome Teſtimonies of it, in theſe W:ftern - 


Parts. This Kingdom of France, was in Old Times 
Inſtrufted by a Kind of Prophets or Philoſophers, 
whom they call'd Druids; who took up their 
Uſual Reſidence under Oaks. Theſe taught the 
Tranſmigration of Souls, and therefore preſcrib'd 
Abſtinence from Fleſh; and ſhew'd to Men, the 
Method of Worſhipping God with the Firft-Fruits 
of the Earth. From hence they ſail d over into 
Britain, and planted themſelves in that and, 


propagating the ſame Do#rines; and were reve» 


renc'd by the People, as Sacred Oracles. 

By all which it is Evident, That the tender 
Regard which the 7rue Faithful have for the Bruter, 
is no Innovation, or ſingular Caprice of Superſtition, 
but the Primitive Practice of the Ancients, the Uni- 
verſal Tradition of the Mhole Earth Nay, the 


Eaſtern Chriflians, for the moſt Part, live an Ab- 


ſtemious Life; ſuch as the Grecians, Armenians, 
Georgians, 
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Georgians, Mingrelians, and others that are ſcatter'd 
up and down in divers Parts of Aa. Theſe, 
following the Examples and Traditions of the 
Apoſtles and Primitive Fathers of their Churches, 
either taſte not at all, or very ſparingly, the 
Fleſh of Beaſts, Birds and Fiſhes, But the Nazare- 
nes of the Weſt, boaſt of I know not what Liber- 
ty they have, to Eat, without Scruple, of all 
Things; having the Diſpenſation of the Reman 
Mufti, whom they call the Vicar of God. Hence 
it is, that theſe Religious Libertines, are not afraid 
to gorge themſelves, even with the Blood of 
Slaughter'd B:afts, which their own Law forbids 
'em to taſte. And they prop themſelves up in 
their Impiety, by ſaying, That the Pope has 
Power, to Change the Traditions and Ordinances 
of the Apoſtles, and even of Jeſus the M:fiob him» 
ſelf. — proceeds their Deriſion of thoſe, 
who ſhew any Tenderneſs to the Brutes; for, 
they are harden'd in their Gluttonous Cruelty, 
and are but one Remove from the moſt Sal uage 
Cannibals, 

But thou, | Holy Man of God, PR laß delt, 
and pray that Mshmut may be a re Diſciple 
of thy Purity. b 


Paris, 16th. of the 3d. Moon, 
of rhe Tear 1649. 
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2 ' ix wit 4%, QI 4 
To the Kaimacham. 


Am return'd to my former Lodging again, 

the Caſe of Eliarhim, being not ſo bad as my 
Fears. The Occaſion of his Confinement, were 
certain Words he ſpoke againſt the Proceedings 
of Cardinal Mazarini and the Court, in Company 
of ſuch as were Officious to oblige that M:nifter. 
This was done at S. Denys, not far from Pars; 
where they immediately cauſed him to be taken 
into Cuſtody by the King's Guards, who quarter d 
in that Town. It has coſt him a conſiderable 
Sym of Money, to purchaſe his Liberty; which 
he now enjoys, as before I had other Thoughts, 
when I firſt heard the News of his being ſerzed ; 
and that it was, for ſome Seditious Expreſſions : 
For then I call'd to Mind, how he had Acted laſt 
Year, by my Order during the Fumulrs of Paris; 
and concluded, That ſome Unlucky Accident 
had now betray'd him. Which if it were ſo, 
would infallibly bring me into the fame Danger. 
This made me ſo ſuddenly change my Habication, 
and put a ſtop to the Diſpatches of the Sublime Port. 
I thought no Caution too much, to preſerve the 
Affairs of my Commiſſion Indemnifizd ; and, that 
it were better to offend, in being too Wary, 
than too Secure. If I have taken wrong Mea- 
ſures in thus abſconding, 'tis for want of fuller 
Inſtruction from my Superior: I wiſh they would 
honour me with Particular Rule, in Caſe of 
ſuch Emergences: Then I ſhould ſteer my 
Courſe, without running the Hazard of Rocks 
and Sands. I have often deſir d ro know, whe- 
ther, if I were diſcorer'd, I ſhould own my ſelf 
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an Agent for the Grand Signior. Bit none of the 
Miniſters have vouchſafed to direct me in this 
Point: Whereby, I may commit an irreparable 
Miſtake, if ſuch a D - happen. | 

Adonai the Jew, informs me of an Attem 
lately made to rob the Treaſury of V nice; which, 
according to his Deſcription, is very Rich and 
Magnificent. He ſays, there are Twelve Crowns 
of pure Gold, and an equal Number of Breaſt. 
plates of the ſame Metal, ſet with all ſorts of pre- 
cious Stones of Ineſtimable Value: A Hundred 
Veſſels of Agat: Threeſcore Services for the Al- 
tar, all of pure Gold, enrichd with Diamonds, 
Sapphires, Emeralds, and other Stones of: Price. 
There is alſo an Unicorns Horn, above the Pur- 
chaſe of money. There are Fourteen Unpoliſh'd - 
Pearls, as large as a Man's Fiſt. The Dacal Ca 
is valued at a Hundced Thouſand Zechins: Wit 
many other Rareties and Coſtly Ornaments, too 
tedious to be inſerted in a Letter. | 

Certainly, fo much Wealth, was never deſtin'd 
to fall into the Hands of Little Private Thieves: It 
is a Booty, fit for Kings and great Generals, the 
Licens'd Banditti of the Earth. So many Glitter- 
ing Jewels, would tempt the Honeſty of an Angel: 
And, he would be glad to adorn the Apartments 
of his Heaven, with theſe Radiant Drops of the 
Sun which he ſees on Earth. ; 

I have met with ſome pretty Relations of the 
Boldneſs of Robbers, but none that ever match'd 
the Bravery of this Enterprize ;- which was no leſs, 
than to Rob one of the moſt Potent State, in the 
World, of her Chiefeſt Treaſure. | 

He wanted not for Impudence, who, when 
the Emperour Charles V. was removing his Court, 
and all the Officers were buſy in packing up the 
Good's, enter'd the Chamber where the Emperor 
was; and having made his Obeiſance, fell _— s 
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ly to pulling down the rich Hangings of Tiſſue 
vhich by — Help of his vo N he fur 
ried away, with abundance of Plate: No body 
ever ſuſpecting, but that he was one of the Em- 
peror's Servants, till the Perſon came, whoſe Of- 
fice it was to remove thoſe Goods,and then the other 
was known to be a Thief. 

I have heard of a Spaxiard, who, on a Great 
- when the Prieft; had finiſh'd the Service 
of the Altar, and were retird to their Lodgings, 
went very boldly and took the Golden Veſſels off 
the Altar, and carry d them away under his Cloak 
as though he had been the Steward of that Church, 
no Body ſuſpeQing any other. 


I Kiſs the Hem of thy Veſt, IIluſtrious 8 


cham, and pray, that thou may 'ſt monopolize the 
Choiceſt Bleſſings of Heaven, and have thy Share 
of the Riches of the Earth, without Danger of 
loſing them to Great or Small Thieves. | 


Paris, 16th. of the 3d. Moon, 
of the Near 1649. 


— — — —— 


LETTER VI.. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew at Vienna. 


N OW thou may'ſt continue thy Diſpatcher, 
| as before. Our Fears are vaniſh d.: Elia- 
chim is releas d, and all Things are in Safety. 
Thou haſt no Reaſon to tax me with Timorouſ- 
neſs, in fo abruptly for ſaking my Habitation, 
on the bare Foreſight of far- fetch d Poſlibiliries ; 
when thou ſhalt conſider, that there is no arm- 
ing againſt Contingencies in the Moment they 
arrive, and that he who ttuſts all things ann 
| 83 
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makes a N of his Life, wherein, for One 
Happy Event, he ſhall meet with Ten Unlucky 


Ones. To what Uſe ſerves that Apprehenfive Fa- 
culty, which Nature has poſted as the Corps du 


Guard of our Lives and Fortunes, allowing irthe 


Senſes for Scouts and Sentinels? To what End, 
I ſay, ſerves this Watckful Faculty, but to take the 
Alarm at doubtful Emergencies; to rouze our 
Cavtion, that ſo we may make Proviſion, and be 
in a Poſture of Defence, againſt whatſoever may 
happen ? | 

News came that Eli achim was ſciz d, for Sediti- 
ous Words againſt the Government I was conſci- 
ous, that both he and I had been Guilty of more 
than Words in that bare Kind. Therefore, what 
had happen'd to him, I Took upon as due to my 
ſelf alſo; and, that my Confinement would ſoon 
follow, if I took not ſpeedy Care to prevent it, 
by ſeaſonably abſconding. This was the Reaſon 
of my ſudden Departure which cannot juſtly be 
aſcribd to Cowardice, fince twas the Effect of 


Common Prudence. 


Now I am return'd to my Old Lodging again, 
where the Joy they are in for the Birth of a Son, 
will not give them Leaſure to reflect on my Af- 
fairs: So that I am receiv'd by my Hoff, without 


the leaſt Jealouſie or ſuſpicious Animadverſions.. 


Brim-full of Mirth and Jovial Thoughts, the 
Good Man Compliments me, and proclaims his 
better Fortune: Invites me to fir down with his 
Friends, and partake of the Gifts of Ceres and 


| Bacchus, This thou knoweſt, is the Cuſtom of 


the whole Earth at the Birth of Mortals. They 
make merry over one, that is born to the ſame Mi- 


ſeries as themſelves; who the firſt Moment he 


draws the Breath of Life is enrolled in the Regifter 
of Death; and from the Womb, makes ſwift and 
dire& Advances to the Grove. 


However, 
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Affairs: Mixing facetious and witty Jeſts, with 


Apes; 
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However, I ſat down with the Reſt, to comply 
with the exhilarated Humour of my He. I ear, 
I drank, and ſeem'd Merry with the Company. 
Vet, at the ſame Time, I could not but nau- 
ſeate my Entertainment, and diſdain the extra- 
vagant Profuſion of Spirit, which appear d in 
every one of this vain Aſſembly. They all 
talk d eagerly; and, one Man's Words, drown'd 
thoſe * Whilſt an Univerſal Laughter, 
confounded the Senſe of all. Then I prais d in 
my ſelf, the Modeſty and Order obſerv'd in our 
Eaſtern Banquets and Feaſts, where no uncomely 
Geſtures or Actions, eſcape the well-natur'd 
Gueſts; no loud talking or braying like Aſſes, 
but every one ſtrives to ſuppreſs the Motions 
and appearances of a too forward and indulgent 
Mirth, and contain themſelves within the Bounds 
of a decent and civil Reſerve. Such were the 
Feaſts inſtituted by Lycwrgus, among the Ancient 


Lacedamoni an:; Where, ſuch as were Friends and 


Acquaintance, met together and refreſh'd them- 
ſelves, without Riot and Luxury. They con- 
vers d together interchangeably, after the Man- 
ner of Philoſophers, or Men of the Law: Diſcour- 
ſoberly either of Natural Things, or Civil 


their more ſerious Talk without Clamour, 
Scurrility 'or giving any Offence. But, theſe - 
Wiftern People, think themſelves not merry till 
they are Drunk, nor 41 they be Rude. 
They play a Thouſand Wanton Tricks, like 

the greateſt Buffoon is the beſt Com- 
pany* ; 


Wherefore, ſick to ſee Men ſo much degene- 


rate from themſelves, I made my Excuſes, 


| and 
/retir'd to my Chamber, where I preſently ſer 
2 to Paper, to give thee an Account of my 

eturn. | | 


r 
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If thou continueſt thy former Reſolution, 
of following the Dicfases of Reaſon in Matters 
of Religion, thou wilt quickly find, that thy 
Rein, have taught thee to believe in Fables, 4 
which accord neither with Reaſen, nor Common 
 $Sence, Follow the beſt Guide, and be Happy. 


Paris, 16th. of the 3d. Moon, 
of the Near 1649. 


— 


LETTER VII. 
To Adonai, « Jew at Venice. 


8 4 Pen is now free again: Write as 
x ſoon and as often as thou wilt; our Fears 
E are diſſipated, and all goes well. If thou canſt 

inſorm me of any more Remarkable Paſſages and 
Adventures, ſpare not to oblige me with frequent 
Letters. And to encourage thee, I will relate to 
9 a Story, which is Recorded in the Hiſtories 
of Naples. | 

In former Times, there was a Statue of Marble 
fanding on the Top of a Mountain in Apulia, 
with this Inſ:ription on the Head, which was of 
| Braſs, ON MAY DAY AT SUNRISING, 1 
* SHALL HAVE A HE AD OF GOLD. No 
| Man in all thoſe Parts could be found, who was 
ble to unriddle this Myſterions Expreſſion; and 
therefore it was not regarded for many Ages 
But at length, in the Reign of a certain Prin:e, 
> there was a Saracex, who having ſeen and conſi- 

der d the Statue, with the Inſcriprion, propos d to 
explain it for a certain Reward. The Prince, 
hearing of this, and being greedy of the Novel- 
ty, ſent for the Saracen; * bargain'd with him 

| for 
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for a Thouſand Crowns, to unfold this Riddle. 
He waited till May-Day came, and watching the 
Image that Morning Early, be obſerv*d the Place 
wheze the Head caſt its Shadow juſt as the Sun 
roſe. There he order'd certain Men to dig: 
Which whenthey had done, and were got pretty 
deep in the Earth, _ encounter'd a Prodigious 
Treaſure of Silver, Gold and Jewels. With 
which the Prince was ſo well ſatisfy'd, that he 
doubl'd the Saracen's Reward, and fenthim Home 
into his own Country, laden with rich preſents. 
Doubtleſs, there is much Wealth bury'd by Men 
in the Earth. For, in former Times, = were 
of Opinion, That if they ſhould die ſuddainly 
in the Wars or otherwiſe, ſuch Riches as they had 
hidden in the Earth, would ſerve them in the Other 
World. And this is the Practice of the Indian: to 
this Day, as my Brother informs me, who has 
been among them. | 

Strange Blindneſs ! that Men ſhould think the 
Immortal Soul, needed the Aſſiſtance of Silver, 
Gold, or any Material Subſtance, after ſhe her 
ſelf is diveſted of the Body, and become a Naked 
Spirit. 

l Let thou and I have a Nobler 1des of our 
Selves, than to phanſie we ſhall be in Want of 
the Glittering Droſs, in that Iaviſible State, 
whither we are all haſtening. There are no 
Meney Changer: in that Werld of Spirits. If thou 
hiſt Superfluity, hide it not in the Earth, but give 
it to the Poor, and thou ſhalt receive it again, 
transform'd into a Subſtance more refin'd and 
radiant than the Star:. 


Paris, 16th. of the 3 d. Men, 
of the Tear 1649. 
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LETTER 1X. 


To the Reis Effendi, Chief Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire. 


HE Inteftine Quarr:ls of the French, ſeem to 
be like thoſe of Lovers; whoſe Cholecick 
Intervals ſerve but to give a new Edge to the 
Returns of their Affection As if One of theſe 
Paſſions was made to whet the Other, and make 


it more ſprighrly : Or, as if Love would grow 


dull and feculent, were it not ſometimes rowz d 


and fermented by Anger. 


But, I believe, there is a greater Myſtery in 
the Reconciliation between the French Court and 
the Parliament of Paris, Some Ends of Policy, 
have haſten'd both Parties to clap up a Peace, while 
the ſecret Rancor remains unpurg'd. 

Perhaps the Union of ſo many Princes and 
Nobles with the Parliament, might encline the 
Queen to milder Counſels than her own Spaniſh 
Genius, Beſides the Conjunction of the other 
Parliament, of the Kingdom, the Revolt of Nor- 
mandy, G #ſceigneand Provence, with many Eminent 
Cities, were very prevailing Motives. But, that 
which was of greateſt Force, was the want of 
Money and Men to carry on the War, which 
could not be rais'd without vaſt Difficulty, during 
theſe Publick Alienations. | 

Whatever were the Inducements, a Peace was 
concluded about the latter And of the Third 
Moon, at a Place call'd Rael, not far from Paris, 
where the King has a Houſe of Pleaſure, ſeated in 


the Midſt of a little Paradiſe. In one of my 


Letters to the Kaimacham, I formerly deſcrib'd 
the King's Hoſe and Garden, at S. Germain en Leg: 
Sul C2 This 
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This is but a little Choſe or Bower in Compariſon 
of that Stately Palace. Yet what is wanting in 
the Grandeur of the Fabrick, is ſupply'd in its 
elegant Contrivance, and the Ricbneſs of its Or- 
naments. And, as for the Gardes, it comes not 
far ſhort of the other; there being in it all Man- 
ner of Curious Water-works, Groves, Solitudes, 
Fountains, Statues, and whatſoever the Ingenu- 
ity of theſe Weſtern Artiſts could ſuggeſt, as pro- 
per to render this Place agreeable te the Melan- 
choly Humour of the late Queen-Mother, Mary 
ae Medicis, to whom it belong'd during her Life. 
When you enter this delicious Eden, your Eyes 
and Ears are 12 deceiv'd by the Counter- 
ou Ne- an 1 of ow. 7 * of 2 
which, perpetually Sing, as the Water Tunes 
their Tross. A litle farther, you ſee ſeveral old 
Gentile Statues, adorning Two Fountains : And, 
among the reſt, a Crocodile, big as the Life; who, 
by the Harmony he makes, ſeems to have a Con- 
fort of Muſick in his Belly, as Regular and Sweet, 
as that of the Italian Society at Conſtantinople, 
which thou haſt often heard. EY 
As we depatt from this, full of Complacency 
and Adqyration at the Exquiſite Imitation of 
Nature ingheſe Contrivances, we fall inſenſibly 
into a Place exactly like what the Poezs deſcribe 
when they ſpeak of E!y/ixm. Tr is a Grove, the 
Tops of whoſe Trees are fo thick interwoven, 
that the Sun appears no otherwiſe through them, 
than as if he were behind a Clond-or in an Eclipſe. 
So that the Darkneſs of this Place and ſolemn 
Murmur the Winds make on high among the 
Tops of the Trees, fills it wich a Kind of Sacred 
Horror. Which has often made me think this 
Huderncſs, ſomething like that which Hiftorians 
deſcribe, when they ſpeak of the Avenues to the 
Temple of Jupiter Ammon in Agypr. For, in the 
£ very 


- 
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very Center of this Grove, ſtands the Houſe. A 
Place, one would think fitter for a Convent than a, 
Prince Court. At beſt, it appears but like à R 
Hermit age, a Cel conſecrated to Kingly Melancholy. 
'I could not forbear making this Digreſſion, 
when mention d Rue to be the Place where the 
Peace was concluded, between the Court and the 
Parliament. This Eucomium is a Tribute which 
I ow'd, for the Satisfaction and Plaafure I have 
often receiv d in this Retirement. Beſides, I 
thought an 4des of ſuch a Garden, would not be 
unwelcome to thee, who att a Lover of Solitude. 
The Coadjutor of paris, who is an Arch- B. ſbop, 
is higly affronted, that this Peace was concluded 
without him, who had a chief Hand in begin- 
ning the War. He labours to inflame the Yeo- 
ple again, and reduce all to the old Confuſion, 
being an irreconcilable Enemy of Cardinal Ma-. 
xerini. So that we expect another Iaſurrection 
_ ſnort time: For the French cannot be long 
E63 Ar | 
Happy Miniſter, I leave thee under the Wings 
of that Spirit which guards the Cle, and bid. 
thee Farewel. 


Paris, 1gth. of the 4th. Moon, | 
of the Year 1639. | 


_ —___—_ 
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Sn tell thee, I mourn for the Death of oui 


Friend Eg»y Boinew, whom, thou ſayeſt, a Fever 
knatch'd from us the Firſt Day of the — Regib ? 
Thu Fever, it ſeems, was the Effect of hi; Con- 

E tes C 3 tinual 
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tinual and exceffive Grief for the Loſs of his 
Eyes; ſo that we may fay, he has been dying 
ever ſince the Hour that Fatal Sentence was put 
in Execution. And, ſhall we grudge our Friend 
a Releaſe from ſo lingring a Death ? Ar beſt, ic 
was but the Winter of Lite, wrapt up in Clouds 
and Darkneſs: Now like the Serpent, he has caſt 
his Slough, lifes up his Head with new Vigour, 
ſports himſelf in the Meadows of Paradiſe, and 
basks in the Warmth of an Eternal Spring. 

*T will not therefore be a Mark of our Affecti- 


on to him, but only a 2 of our Self- love, 


to condole the Occaſion of His Happineſs, be- 
cauſe it has leſſen d Ours, by robbing us of his 
beloved Company and Friendſhip. Beſides, we 
know not, but that he may ſtill continue to be 
our Friend, even in that Inviſible State; and ei- 
ther manage our Intereſts Abou, or at leaſt pro- 
tect us from Dangers here Below, We are igno- 
rant of the Laws and Conſtitutions of that Kingdom 
of Spirits; and, for ought we know, the Souls of 
Juſt Men after Death may become the Tutelar 
Genii, or Guardian Angels of their Survivin 
Friends and Relations. Let it be how it will, 


doubrleſs Egry is Immortal and Happy; and 


*ewill be Envy in us, to repine at it. Rather let 
us congratulate the Time of hi Deceaſe, as the 
Day of his Nativity; and leave Mowrning, to the 
Crowd of Mortals, who do a Thouſand Things, 
without ever thinking what they are about. 
They tread in the Steps of their Fathers, never 
examining, whether they be Right or Wrong : 
Cuſtom and Educztich have almoſt baniſh'd Rea- 
ſon from the Earth, Is jt not a pleaſant SpeQa- 
cle, to fee the Kindred of an Old Rich Miſer 
(for whoſe Death they had long waired, like 
Harpie: for their Prey) now flock about his Life- 
leſs Carcaſs, - howling out 'a Thouſand forc'd 

j Lamenta- 
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Lamentations; whilſt in the mean Time, their 
Blood dances in their Veins for Joy? Yet how- 


ever, this carries a Shew of Civiliz d Manners, and 


is better than the Barbarous Cuſtom of the Scythian 
and Maſſagetes, who, when their Old Men grew 
Uſeleſs or Troubleſome, were wont to Sacrifice 
them and make a Banquet with their Fleſh ; or 
the Thebarenes, who threw their Aged Friends 
alive down Precipices Theſe were Salvages: 
But, much more ſo were the Hyrcanians and. 
Bafrians, who caſt their Aged Parents yet living 
to bedevour'd by Dogs: Which Inhumanity, when 
Staſanor the Deputy of Alexander the Great, endea- 
vour'd to ſuppreſs, they had like to have De- 
pos d him from the Government: So prevalent ic 
the Force of a Received Cuſtom on the Minds of 
the Unthinking Herd. 

Let thou and I therefore, not ſupinely take up 
with Common Practices; but, like Men of. 
Reaſon, let us adjuſt the Laſt Offices we owe to 
our Friend, whilſt we pour forth ſome Devour 
Oraiſons for the Health of his Soul, without de- 
ſturbing his and our own Repoſe, with fruitleſs 
Lamentations. And, fince we are bereaved of 
his Society on Earth, let us prepare to follow 
him, and render out ſelves agreeable Company 
at our next Rendezvous in Heaven. 

It was an Unjuſtifiable Rigour in Sultenlbrahim, 
to deprive him of his Eyes, becauſe he had only caſt 
'em unhappily on one of the Sulrans's, as ſhe enter'd 
the Garden. This Jealouſy is the peculiar Vice 
of the Eat. Yer they are more ſevere in Perſia, 
where tis preſent Death, to be within Two Lea- 

ues of the King's Women, when they travel the 
oad. Bur, I never knew, that Eunuchs were thus 
puniſh'd. Or, is there ſuch a Difference be- 
tween a White and a Black Eunuch, That the One 
deſerves to loſe his Eyes for beholding that by 
8 4 Chance, 
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Chance, which the Other is honourably rewarded 
for, having Acceſs to, and ſeldom being out of 
their Sight ? 

This was the worſt Puniſhment that Seleucus, 
the Lew-giver of the Locrians, imposd on them 
that were actualy caught in Adultery. Which 
puts me in Mind of a Notable Inſtance of this 
Man's Juſtice: For, when his own Son was ac- 
cus d, and prov'd Guilty of this Crime; at once 
to ſhew the Tenderne/s of a Father, and the Incor- 
_—_— Severity of a Fudge, he firſt caus'd One 
of his own Eyes to be put ont, and then One of 
his Sons: Thus taking on himſelf Half the Pe- 
nalty ; that ſo, the Law might be ſatisfy'd in the 
Whole, and yet his Sons not be Totally depriv'd 
of his Sight. 

Thou telleſt me no News of our Armies, nor 
what Alterations have been made amongſt the 
Miniflers of the Pert, ſince the Death of Sultan 
Ibrahim. We have various Reports here; and ſome 
ſay that the new Yizir Azen will be no long - 
liv'd Man. I defire thee, to write often to me 
and ſend me what Intelligence thou can ſt. 

Let nothing ſlip the Knot, which has faſten d 
us ſo many Naw together, in an entire Friend- 
ſhip: But, let us carry that Megner with us to 
our Graves; that, at what Diſtance ſoever we 
may be buried, our Souls may, by the Force ot 
that Attractive, find one another out, and con- 
_ together, in that Region of Silence and Sha- 

0W 7s | 


Paris, gth. of tb 5th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1649+ 
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L ET T E R XI. 
Jo the Captain Baſſa. 


Know not where this Letter will find thee ; an 

the Shore, or at Sea. If thou art in the Hatry 
Wilderneſs, I have no Art to trace thee. There 
are no certain Roads in that Inconfant Element. 
It is a mighty Plain, without Path or Track. 
And though there be certain Stages in if, yet thy 
Arrival at them, is tim d at the Pleaſare of the 
Winds and Waves, which will not. obey even the 
Orders.thou haſt received from the Grand Seignior, 
Lord of the Four Seas. Perhaps, thou art in putſuic 
of ſore Venetian Ships, or other Chriftian Veſſels, 
the Corſairs of the Mediterranean. Or , thou 
may'ſt be Careening thy Fleet, in the ſecurer 
Retreats of the Ari#ipelago... Thon may ſt be 
within a Minute. of a Wreck, or juſt entring a 
Harbour. Whete- ever thou ait, may Heaven 
preſerve thee from the Dangers. which always 
threaten ſuch, as truſt their Lives to a Piece of: 
Wood: For there will be great Need of thee, if 
our Intelligence be true in theſe Parts. 
t is repotted here, that the Coſacks, Circaſſan: , 
Aſingfeli aus, and other People who. Border on the 
Black Seas, and Obey not the Law brought down: 
from Heaven, are entred into a League againſt the 
Bleſſed Port, and have covered thole Seas with a. 
Mighty Fleet; while the Prince of Georgia, ruſhes, 
down from his Mountains, with an Army of Forty 
Thouſand © Armenians, Perſians, and Borderers of 
Mount Caiicaſus: That the Formes have taken a- 
Thoufand of our Trading Saicks,, and. ate 3d. 
vanc'd as far as the Ferry of the Bull, which thou 
knoweſt is but Six Hours Sail from the lmperiad! 
88 TIS eim. C. 5 | $01 City 1 
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Ciry : That the Latter, have made Incurſions in- 
to the Territories of the Grand Seignior; put all to 
the Sword who reliſted em, as they March'd a- 
long; burnt and laid waſte the Country: And, 
that all the Gre-ks and Armenians, flock to them, 
th: eatning an Univerſal Defedion from the Otto- 
man Empire. ; 

As to the Truth of theſe Reports, I can aſ- f 
certain Nothing; but am inclin'd to believe, 1 
the Co/acks are troubleſome at Sea, and that they * 
may have drawn ſome of th:ir Neighbours into ' 
a Leagne, thoſe Pilfering Nations, who live by 
Rapine and Spoil, on both Elements. Our ſmall 
Veſſels trading on the Black Sea, full of F.i.bes 
and empty of Arms, muſt needs be a Tempta- 
tion to thoſe” Pirates, whoare the moſt dextrous 
at a Robbery, and the boldeſt Fellows in the 4 
World, The Merchants of theſe Parts, who have '4 
had ſome Traffick at Cafa, and other Towns on i 
the Banks of the Black Sea, give a frightful De- | 
ſcription, of thoſe Tempeſtuous Waters, and no 
Good Character of the People that Border on them. 
The Cefſacks, they by, are Valiant and Mercena- 
ry; the Circaſſians Hardy and Bold; the Mingreli- 
ans Sly and Crafty ; and the Georgians, of an 
2 Complection, capable of all Vertues and 
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Vices The Firf! ſeldom act, unleſs encourag'd 
by rhe Kg of Polana, or the Czar of Maſcovy : 
and then t e wich their Pay, and. 
the Lawfyl Plunder of War. The Second are 
never Idle, when there is hope of Prey, whe- 
| ther they fight their own Cauſe, or are &m- 
= ploy'd by others ; and fear neither Hunger, Cold, 
| nor any other Extremity, for the Sake of a Prize, 
= The Third are good at a Strat2 | and wou 4 feat 
| a Man's Teeth out of his — if he be not 
wary ; Great Cowads, yet deſperate in their 
on Defence, when they fe no ker between 
; ight- 
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Fighting and Death. As for the Fourth, they 
ſeem to be a kind of Mungrels, a Medly Race, 
whoſe Character is compounded of the Other 
Three. 

They are Stout and Witty, Dext'rons at a 
Cheat, and no Bunglers at an Ingenivus Tbeft, 
Great Lyars; full of Compliments and External 
Civilities; but Perfidious and Implacable in their 
Revenges. ; 

Yet, after all, I cannot believe the Prince of 
this Country, who is a Tributary to the King of 
Perſia, would venture his Government at Two tuch 
deſperate Stakes, by breaking the Peace, con- 
cluded by ht Sovereign with the Grand Seignior, and 
ſo drawing upon himſelf the Vengeance of them 
both. Therefore, he is either ſecretly abetted by 
that Monarch, or elſe the News is falſe. 

Wouldſt thou know, how this Country came 
to be ſubject to the Crown of Perſis ? It was 
Conquer'd by 1/hmael Sophi, to whom the Perſian 
Hiſtori ans, in Flattery, give the Epithet of Great. 
He was the Fi of that Name, and of the Perſian 
Kings, that refus'd to obey the Orthodox Succefſors 
of the Sent of God. This Prince, was Valiant 
in the Field; and no Coward at Wine, if we 
may believe one of his Courriers, who wrote Me- 
moirs of his Life. He records Sixteen Battles, 
wherein he always got the Victory; and Twice 
that Number cf Royal Debauches, when he 
ſhew'd the Strength of his Brain, in the Com- 
pany of Foreign Ambaſſadors; with whom he 
would always Carouſe, before they departed his 
Court, that he might ſound the. Depth of their 
Inſtructions; for, none were able to cope with 
him at the Juice of the Grape. And he always 
eſteem'd that Liquor, a Friend to Truth. 

If he ſuſpected his Miniſters of State, or any of 
the Governors of Provinces, be us'd to invite them 
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to a Banquet; where, in the Midſt of his Drink - 
ing, he unravell'd their Secret Inclinations and 
Counſels; being the moſt dextrous at picking 
the Locks of a Man's Heart, of any one living. 
They never went alive from his Preſence, if by 
one falſe Step in their Carriage, though it were 
but a Word too paſſionate, or a Look leis com- 
poſed to Reſignation, he could diſcover or frame 
| - himſelf = Grounds of a juſt ſcalouſy. Ir 
2. being ever his Maxim, That Crugelity, was the only 44 

Tedally — could ruin 4 Heppy Prince. e had another | 
Saying alſo, That Perſia was Fertile of Men, but Bar- - 
ren of Faithful Officers 

I cannot admire theſe Cruel Strains of Policy. 
Yet Kings have Reaſons for their Actions and 
Words, which we cannot comprehend. The 4 
Philoſophers ſay, That Wine was given Us by the 
Gods, to mitigate our Cares; and, for a Time, 10 
make Us Equal to their Divinities, in the free En- 
Joyment of our Selves. And though as a Muſſulman» 
I am not bound to ſubſcribe to the Principles of : 
Pagans; yet 235 2 Man, Partaker of Fleſh and | 
Biood, I think he doubly miſ-uſes that Liquor, 
who perverts it to the Ends of Cruelty. 

But this Monarch had other Thoughts, when 
by the Aliſtance of the Georgian Forces, having 
ſubdu'd the Regions Bordering on the Caſpian Sea, 
at that Time in the Hands ot the Orromans, he 
invited the King of Georgia to his Tent, under 
pretence of a Fe ival Joy for their Mutual Suc- - 
cell. The Unwary Prince, truſling to his own * 
Merit, and the Faith of his Neighbour, ventures N 
himſelf with a ſmall Guard to the Camp of 1/>- PN 
mael. The Per ſian entertain'd him, with all ** 
the Outward Demonſtrations of Affection and 
Gratitude, for his repeated Aids: But, in the 
End of the Feaff, taking Exceptions at ſome 
Words the King of Georgia (poke, in Praife of his 
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own Soldiers, he commanded his Exnuc hs to ſeize 
on him, and carry him to the Tens of the Unfor- 
tunate (ſo they call'd the Pavilion, or Cage of the 
Grandces fallen into Diſgrace.) Then he gave 
ſwift Orders, for the Georgian Soldiers to be 
Manacled. And having thus done, he beſtow'd 
the Government of Georgia on one Luarzab; on 
Condition, that he and his Succeſſore, would em- 
brace the Faith of Hali, and pay Tribute to the 
Crown of Perſia. 

From this Luarzab, has the Government of Ceor- 


gia deſcended, not in a Line of Blood, bur at the 


Pleaſure of the Perſian Kings, to him who now 
holds it, Shanavas-Chan; Who, I believe, has more 
Wit, than to hazard his Poſſeſſions, for the Sake 
of 2 Coimara- 

In this roving from my firſt Poinſt thou canſt 
not blame me, ſince thou thy ſelf acteſt by 


the Rules of Navigation, which vary according to 


the Byaſs of the Needle Thou followeſt one 
Mignet, and I another : Yet let us both meet in 
the Ceater of Duty, we oe the Grand Seignior. 


Par ie, 23d. of the 6th. Moon, 
of the Nar 1649 


— 


— — 


LEER N 


20 Cara Hali, Phyſician to the 
Grand Seignior. 


HOU wilt ſay, cis an unmannerly Way 

1 of Congratulating thy New Advance, to 
begin my Addreſs with Complaints Yer, Friend 
ihd> cverlooks Punctilio y. To not the fiſt 
Tims, 
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Time I have treſpaſs'd on thy Generous Tem- 
per. Iam indiſpos'd, and cannot act the Courier, 
though I am raviſh'd to hear the News. It is 
' ſome Support ro my Languiſhing Spirits, that 
whilſt I am crumbling and dwindling away into 
the Little Principles of which | was made, thou 
my Friend art growing in the Bulk of Mortal 
Greatneſs, in the Favour of our Glorious Sult an. 

However, I cannot but ſuſpect the pretended 
Kindneſs of him who raid thee I mean the New 
Vizir. Neither haſt thou much Reaſon, to take 
this ſuddain Reconciliation for any other, than a 
Maſque of his Old Milice He cannot forget 
the Quarrel between chy Father and him. on the 
Account of Dara Meſe;h, the Lieutenant General of 
the Jani xaries; when the brave Old Cheick, put a 
Stop to the deſigned Revenge of this Inhumane 
Upſtart. 


Aſſure thy ſelf, that he who has made his 


Steps, to the Grandeur he now pofſe{Fzs, o'er 
the Neck of his Maſter, will not ſpare any from 
whoſe Wit or Power he may fear a Shock. And, 
he knows both thy Experience and Intereſt too 
great, not to miſtruſt the Son of his Enemy. 

Beſides, the eminent Command thy Brother has 
over the Spahi's, muſt needs be an Additional 
Caution to the Man, whoſe Name ſounds no 
where ſo ſweerly, as in the Chamber of the Fani- 
Zaries. . 

Thou art ſenſible, that the newly reviv'd Ani- 
moſity, between theſe Military Orders, threatens 
a Calamity td the Owoman Empire, which cannot 
be diverted, without a Sacrifice on one ſide or 
other. And, ſince the Spahi”s have engag'd fo 
many Potent Beſſa*s in their Quarrels; who can 
expect to fall, but the Mighty Fovourite of the 
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He knows this very well; and, to prevent his 
own Ruin, he reſolves on Thine and thy Bro. 
ther's : Thine, under the Maſque of Friendſhip, 
till by his Wheedle, he has drawn thy Brother 
to Conſtantinople ; where he will not fail to be 
ſtrangled, that ſo a Creature of the Y:zir, may be 
promoted in his Room. And, what will become 
of thee after this, I leave to thy own judgment. 

Perhaps, thou wilt deſpiſe the Advice of a 
Sick Man, and impute my Fears to an Exceſs of 
Melancholy; from which Diſtemper, thou know- 
eſt, I am ſeldom free, Bur, I tell thee, my Reaxe 
fon labours under no Hypochonariack Diſorders, 
though my Body may. I am no Enthufiaft, when 
I counſel my Friend to avoid an Apparent Dan- 
ger, However, if thou thinkeſt it needleſs for 
me to buſy my ſelf in ſuch Caſes, I have done. 
But I ſhall never ceaſe to pray for thy Proſperity, 
as often as I comply with the Law, in Kiſſing the 
Floor Five Times a Day, and Repeating the ap- 
poinred Oraiſons of Faith. | 

Methinks, when I write to thee now, my Pen 
is at a loſs. I am puzzl'd for a Style ſuitable to 
thy New Honour, and our O/d Friendſhip. 

But, if I take too much Liberty, aſci ib: it to 
the Sincerity of my Affection, which knows not 
how to be reſerv'd or ſtrange to a Perſon, whom 
once I could call my Other (elf: For, no Wider 
is the Diſtance between Friends. 


Paris, 5th. of che 5th. Men, 
of the Tear 1649, 


LET TERS 
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LETTER XII 
20 Chiurgi Muhamer, Baſſa. 


Know not, whether what I am going to re- 

late, will be News to thee, or to any of the 
Mini ſters Reſiding at the Sublime Port. However 
tis ſo to me; and I am commanded to conceal 
nothing of Moment that comes to my Ears. 

Mahomet, Eldeſt Son of A:hmet, the Dey of 
Tunis, is now at Rome, having embraced the 
Chriſtian Religion. People relate variouſly the 
Motives that induced him to his Change. Some 
ſay, 'twas Intereſt; he having held a private Cor- 
reſpondence with the Y:ceroy of Sicily, who pro- 
miſed him, in the King of Spain's Name, to 
make him LZord of ſeveral large Territories in the 
Weſt Indies. : | 

Others ſay, twas Diſcontent at his Father's 
Government, and Auſtere Carriage towards him; 
the Old Man, having forced him to marry the 
Baſſa of Tripoli's Daughter againſt his Inclination. 

But the greateſt Part, aſcribe this Change in 
Religion, to the Force of his Conſcience ; which, 
they ſay, was convinced by a Miracle, of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Faith. For, as they relate, 
being once at Sea in a Veel, wherein were many 
Chriftians, and a Dreadtul Tempeſt ariſing, the 
Mariners, who were all Muſulmanz, ſeeing the 
Havock that the Winds and Waves had made of 
the Ship-Tackle, gave over all for loſt; and faint- 
ing under ſo much Labour, Watching and Ter- 
rour as they had undergone, lay down, and ler 
the Ship-drive where-ever the Storm would carry 
her, But, there being a Chri/tian Prieſ aboard, 
Eſteem d a very Holy and Blameleſs Man, he 


excited 
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excited the Chriſtians, to appeaſe the Wrath of 
God by ſome extraordinary Acts of Deverion. 
Then they all made a ſolemn Proceſſion on the 
Decks of the Ship, the Prieſt carrying before them, 
that which they call the Sacrament, Imploring 
the Mercy of God, and often calling on Jeſw and 
Mary. hen behold, as the Prieft ſtood aloft on 
the Poop, reading aloud Part of the Goſpe/, the 
Storm Suddenly ceas d, the Clouds were diſpers d, 
the Air grew Serene and Calm, and the Veſſel 
got ſafe into Harbour. Upon this, they ſay, 
Mahomet, when he came aſhore, took that Prieſt 
along with him, deſiring to be inſtructed in the 
Chriſtian Belief; making a Vow alſo, That he 
would renounce the Law of the Muſſulmans, and 
embrace that of Je... | | 

This is what ſuch, as are Zealous for the Ho- 
nour of the Chriftian Faith, relate concerning this 
Prince's Converſion. However it be, it is certain, 
That he privately made his eſcape from Tanis by 
Sea, and bent his Courſe ditectly for Sicily; 
where in a few Days he landed, and was receiv'd 
by the Yice-Roy, according to the Digxity of a 
Prince. A while after, he was baptized by an 
Arch Biſhop, who gave him the Name of Don Phi. 
lippo, by which he is called in all Places. 

They ſay, he was a little ſcandaliz'd at firſt, 
when he ſaw with what Freedom the Sicilian 
Women appeared abroad in the Streets, and 
convers'd with Men; but that afterwards, he 
took a great Delight in their Company, eſpecial- 
1 thoſe that could ſing well, or play on any In- 

rument of Muſick, to which he is much ad- 
dited. And therefore he chuſes to frequent 
thole Temples, where their Service is perform'd 
with Variety of excellent Muſick, as it is in all 
reat Civies, And for ought we know, the 

haraQter which the Chriſtian Prieft gave him * 

this 
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this Harmonious Manner of Mir ſhipping God, might 
have no ſmall Influence, on a Min nwrarally af- 
fected wich rhat Science, C-rrainly Maſick has a 
mighty Force on our aff on,; and it is a 
Proverb here in the V, That he who does not love 
Muſick, has no Soul. One of the Ancient Phileſo- 
phers defined the Soul it ſelf, to be an Harmony. 
And another, was ſo ſenſible of the various 
Effects of this Science, in raiſing Different Paſſi- 
ons in Men, that he left it as an Aphoriſm, Such as 
the Muſick ir, ſuch are the People of a Commonwealth, 
Whence, it was the Great Care of ſuch, as took 
upon them to form the Manners of Tous h, That 
no Tunes ſhould be played in their Hearing, 
which Naturally provoked to Levity and Wan- 
tonneſs; but Grave and Martial Strains, ſuch as 
prompted Heroick Thoughts, and diſpoſed them 
to Vertue. The 1:alians, are great Maſters of 
this Science; and the Aires which they compoſe 
for their Church Service, ate very deep and raviſh- 
ing. Which cauſes their New Proſelyte, Don Phi- 
lippo, to paſs his Time very attentively, during 
the Celebration of their High-Maſs, and their 
— They report, t he will tun 
Jeſuit. | 
He went from Sicily, loaded with Gifts and 
Preſents, — to _ the * the 
Chriſtian: Chi tz, whom they call the Pope, 
He is much bonoured and careſſed by the Holy 
Father, and all the Cardinals, who have told him 
ſo many fair Things of the Nazarene Faith, and 
ſhew*d him ſo many Sacred Reliques of Antiquity, 
that he thinks himſelf already within the Yerge 
of Heaven, and that Rome is no other than the 
Suburbs of Paradiſe. There is ſomething very 
charming and ſweet, in the Converſation of the 
Chriftian Prelates, if they be Men of Learning, 
as moſt generally they are. And, tis no —_ 
| | t 
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that ſuch Polite Company, ſhould prevail much 
on the flexible Temper of a young Prinee, who 
is as a Pilgrim in à ſtrange Country, where be can 
hear Nothing, but perpetual Ewlogies of the 
Chriſtian Religion ; nor ſee any Thing, but Ob- 
je&s, which ferve only to confirm in his Mind, 
a Venerable Idea of that Faith he has embraced. 
Beſides, they ſay, he is fallen deeply in Love 
with a young Roman Lady. So that there is no 
Hope of reſcuing him from the Power of fo many 
Enchantments. * 

Therefore, giving him over as loſt, let us pray 
the Omni potent to eſtabliſn Us in his Truth; that 
neither Intereſt, Paſſion, nor an Erroneous Con- 
ſcience, may ever be able to make us ſwerve 
from the Low written in Heaven; but, that we 
my — to God and his Propher, with a Thou» 

/ b $7 S / 


Paris, ;th. of the yth. Men 
of the Tear 1649. 


LETTER XIV. 


To Sala Tircheni Emin, Superintendent 
of the Royal Arſenal a: Conſtant 
nople. . 3 


E are all alarm'd here, with the News of 

VI know not what boiſterous Adventures 

of the Coſſacks, and their Neighbours, that poſſeſs 
the Ancient Kingdom of Colabis. Had I not a 
firm Faith in the Alcoran, twould fill me with 
Panick Fears. But, no Attempts can prevail, 


againſt the Men fighting under the Shadow — 
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the Prophet. He deſcended with a Conſummate Au- 
thority, from the Monarch who commands all things. 
The Mandate of Heaven, will diſperſe the Infidels. 
The Seven YVizzrs Above, were Witneſſes to the 
Words, whoſe Eches causd Thunder, when 
the Prophet retir'd from the Steps of the Throne. 
Had not Moſes given him warning (who remem- 
bred the Noiſe in the Mount) the Apoſtle had loſt 
his Addreſs, and been confounded before the Angels. 
But, encourag d with the Whilper of the Mas: 
with Horns, he made no Default in his Conge : 
And with little loſs of Time; arriv'd toi the 
Ninth Sphere, where he prochim'd the Neſiaram; 
and all the Inhabitants of that Orb, reſorted to the 
Banner which he had in his Hands. The Prophet 
told em, 'Twas only for a Tryal of their Fidelity. 
They made Obeiſance, and retird. - From that 
Place, he made no Scruple, but that the Elec in 
Heaven and Earth, would obey the Divine Paten:. 
He finiſh'd his Deſcent Triumphantly, and pitch d 
bis Feet on Mount Uriel. Thoſe that believe Hali, 
ſay, Twas on the Top of the Ragged Rock. But 
let Heyeticks alone in their Infidelity. Be ic where 
it pleaſed God, he ſpoke the Words that ſhall neer 
be Revers'd when he diſplay'd the Heavenly Silk, 
and ſaid, Whoewer takes up Arm again this Ban- 
ner, 'fhall be reputed an Infidel; He ſball he prrermi- 
nated from the Earth: e a 
I often think on theſe Paſſages in the Holy Me- 

' moirs, the Collection of the Life full of Wonders. 
Then I comfort my ſelf with this Thought, 
That if all the Uncircumci:r'd in the World, ſhould 
enter into a Combination; they would not ſuc- 
ceed againſt the Men fighting under the Cem- 
miſſion with the Seal. 7995 | 
I have ſent a Letter to the Baſ of the Sea; 
acquainting him with the News of this Expedition 
of the Coſſack. Since which I am Informed, —5 
| cle 
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theſe People are Headed by a famous Pyrate in 
"has" Farce” a Man of a daring Spirit, pate cap- 
able of the boldeſt Undertakings. The French 
Merchants, who have traded in the Black Sea, 
give him a bigh Character; and portend great 
Injuries to the Ottoman Empire, from the Succeſs 
of his Arms: For, they ſay, he is a Good Cap- 
tain, Jo by Sea and Land. I have heard ſeveral 
differetit Stories of his Birth and Education: But, 
this I am going to relate, comes from the beſt 
Hands and ſeems moſt probable. | 

His Name is Pachicour, a Circaſſion by Birth, 
but bred up in a Ses Town of the Ukrain, near 
the Mouth of the Nieflir. He left his Native 
Country, at the Age of Twelve Years, out of 
a Deſire to ſee Foreign Parts; Embarking bimſelf, 
unknown to his Parents, in a Veſſel of Podolia, 
which then was ready to ſet fail from Bala Clug. 
He carry'd with him a ſmall Sam of Money, 
which he had purloyn'd from his Father, and 
ſerv*d as a Fund of his future Fortune: For, ar- 
riving at a certain Town in Podolis, he frequen- 
ted the Keys, and offer'd his Service to ſeveral 
Merchants; one of which, obſc:rving in his Face 
the Marks of a Promifing G:n:w, entertain'd him 
in his Houſe. He liv'd with him Seven Years, 
and perform'd his Office ſo well, that he made 
him his Factor to Conſtantinople. 

Pachicour diſcharg'd his Truſt there, with 
much Profit to his Maſter, and Honour to himſelf. 
So that at his Return, ſeveral Merchants entruſted 
him with their Goods; and ſent him to trade at 
Caffs, and other Towns on the Black Ses His 
Judgment and Reputation encreaſi ig with his 
Years, he became in Time Famous in all the 
Trading Towns, And, ſuch was his Credit 
in the Ukrain, that all the Merchants pur their 

Veſels and Goods into his Hands: So that be 


fail'd 


. 


—— 
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ſaild many Times with a Fleet of Twenty Ships, 
having the Diſpoſal of all the Goods, committed 
to his Management. He grew fo rich in Time 
by his Dealings, that he was able to drive a Con- 
ſiderable Trade for; himſelf. And then it was, 
he began to lay the Foundation of a Deſign, 
which he has fince executed. His Genius was 
too active, always to be confin'd to this low Way 
of growing Great: Therefore he was reſolvd at 
one Blow, to raiſe his Fortune to the Pitch he 
aim'd at. He was the only Broker, Banguier and 
Merchant, where-ever he came. 7 

It was no difficult Thing for a Man of ſo vaſt 
a Credit, to raiſe an extraordinary Stock; and 
| Pachicour could eaſily ſilence the Alarms of Conſci- 
ence. There happen d alſo a JunQure, very pro- 
per for his Deſign. For, while he was at 1gon, 
a Port of Circaſſia, Day and Night projecting how 
to exalt himſelf, a Var broke out between his 
Countrymen and the Mingrelians, The Latter ap- 
pear'd with a Navy at Sca, which alarm'd» all the 
Maritime Parts of Circa Pachicour whoſe In- 
vention was always buſie, cook a Hint from this, 
to accompliſh his Plot. Expedition was his chief- 
eſt Game. Therefore he ſpeedily made the ut- 
moſt Uſe of his Credit, among the Pedolian Mer- 


chants, and other Foreigners reſiding at 1/gaou. 


And, when he had amaſs'd together prodigious 
Sums of Gold, for which he only gave them 


Bill: of Exchange, he privately ſends 4 this 


huge Treaſure, with all his Jewels, iſſues, 


and other Rich Merchandice, to his Fathers 
Houſe, who liv'd not many Leagues from this 


Town. 
Wichin Two Days after this, the Mingrelian 


Fleet made a Deſcent at 1/geov, ſack d it, carry d 
ouny 3a Thouſand Captives, and went to their 
again · : 


Pachicow 
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Pac bi cour, who knew how to make an Advan- 
tage of this Opportunity, privately fled after his 
Wealth, as ſoon as the Mivgrel:an Fleet appear'd 
before the Place. And it happen'd, that moſt 
of his Creditors were made Slaves, and tranſpor- 
ted to Mingrelia. He had no Need to take any 
farther Care, but how to ſecure his Riches from 
his Pilfering Neighbours: For, the Cireaſſians, 
are all rig 5 Thie vet. He therefore makes 
hafte ro his Father; and having gratified him for 
his Trouble, he in a ſhort Time purchasz'd Four 
Men of War, with which he ſets np for a Pirate, 
infeſting thoſe Seas, and Robbing all the er- 
chants, except thoſe who had formerly entruſted 
him. His Bounty and Valour, 'charm'd all thar 
ſerv'd him. And his Fame ſpreading with his 
wonderful Succeſs, many Circaſſian: put out to 
Sea, and joind with him: So that in a little 
Time, he made no ſmall Figure in the Kingdom 
of Neptune. Seeing himſelf Commander of a Power- 
ful Navy, he found out _ the Mingrelian 
_ and engaging with them, got a Glorious 


I . . 

Soon after, a Peace was concluded, and Pachi - 
cour was declar'd Admiral of all the Circaſſian Sea- 
Forces: To whom the Mingrelians were oblig'd 
by Treaty to join theirs, and to obey Pachicour's 
Orders. In a little Time, this fortunate General 
became ſo famous, that the Cefſacks ſent to him 
an Agent, and enter d into a League; furniſh'd out 
Three Hundred Veſſels, and join'd the Circaſſan 
and Mingrelian Fleets. 

This is the Bottom of the New Expedition 
which makes ſo loud a Noiſe in theſe Porre. 

Thou whe art Mefter of the Arſenal, wile 
know what Meaſures are fitteſt to be taken, 
againſt this bold I»fdel, if he perſiſts ro break the 
' Peace of the moſt Serexe Empite. Vet, though he 
15 
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is an Enemy, let us not envy him the Praiſes, 
that are due to his Wit and Courage. He ſeems 
to ſurpaſs the Sneaking Thieves of hs own Na- 
tion; and undertakes Nothing but Sovereign Cheats, 
and Noble Thefts, ſuch as would paſs for Yertwous 
Aftions, in a Man of a Higher Birth 

I do not plead for Robbery, nor take the Part 
of an Infidel; but, if I had Time to tell thee, 
ſome Heroich Paſſages of this Fyrate, thou 


would ſay, he is worthy of - a Generons and 


Favourable Uſage, ſhonld he become a Captive. 
In another Letter, I will oblige thee with a Re- 
lation, which will not be unwelcome to a 'Man, 
who gives not Sentence with the Vulgar. I had 
more to wy on another Subject, but I am inter- 
rupted. Pardon the Effect of my Duty to the 
Grand Seignior. 


Paris, r9th. of the 8th, Moon, 
of the Year. 1649. 


ee 18 


Err. 
Zo Melec Amet Baſſa. 


Here is News arrived here lately, of the 

Murther of the Engliſh Enbaſſador at the 
Hague. His Name was Dori//aus. He was ſent 
by the New Governors in England, to make an 
Alliance with the States of Holland, and to ſatisfie 
them in Reference to their late Proceedings againſt 
their Sovereign Tis ſaid, his Negotiation would 
have had bur little Succeſs, in Regard the Prince 
of Orange, who is Preſident or Chief over the States, 
and who married the Daughter of the Eng/:/b 


King, takes to Heart the untimely Death of his 
Fat her 
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gat her- in- Lam, and cannot be reconciled to his 
Hurderers. Yet, tis to be thought, that Princes 
are no farther touch'd wich one anothers M for- 
tunes, than concerns their Intereſt. 

However on the 3d. Day of the 5th. Moa, 
ſome Scots entet'd into the Lodgings of the 
Embaſſador, and having diſpatch'd him with ſeve- 
ral Wounds, made their Eſcape. It is not cer- 
tainly known, who ſet theſe 4/afins at Work. 
People deſcant variouſly; as their Affections by- 
aſs them. Some reflect on it, as a Judgment 
7uſtly inflicted by Goa, though by an Unjuj# Act 
of Men, on one who had been a Notorious Pro- 
moter of his Severeign's Death. Ofhers cenſure 
it, as a moſt Impious Sacrilege, in Regard the 
Perſons of Embaſſadors, are by the Law of Natibns, 
eſteem d Sacred and Inviolable, and, the Inju- 
ries which they ſuffer, are interpreted, not only 


- as done to their Maſters who fend them, but to all 


Mankind: As if Human Nature it ſelf were 
wrong'd, in the Perſons of Publick Miniſters. 
Indeed, there 1; no Method of eſtabliſhing or 
conſerving Friendihips and Alliances between 
different Nations, if their Agents be not ſecured 
with an Immunity from affronts and Violences. 
The French relate a pietty Paſſage of one of 
their Kings, who before he came to the Crows, 
being Dube of Orleans, had receiv'd very ill Uſage 
in his Travails from a certain Italian Lord, call d 
the Baron of Ben: vento. After this Prince was 
poſſels'd of the Kingdom, the ſame Italian Lord 
was ſent Embaſſador from the Viceroy of Naples, 
to congratulate his Acceſſion to the Thorne of his 
Anceflors. Some French Courtiers, who had been 
Witneſſes of the Injuries this Lord had formerly 
done to their Maſter, now perſwaded the King to 
Revenge himſelf, by cauſing ſome groſs Indigni- 
ties to be done him, vhi | he had him in his 
D Power. 
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Power. To whom the Wiſe Monarch reply'd, 1: 
becomes not the King of France, to revenge on the 
Embaſſador of Naples, the Injuries which the Duke 
of Orleans receiv'd from the Baron of Benevento. 

"Tis ſaid, the Exgliſb Nation have demanded 
Fatisfaction of the Hollanders, for the Murder of 
their Embaſſader; but were anſwerd That they 
themſelves, ought firſ to Expiate the Murther of 
their King. 

The Scots have Revolted from the New Govern- 
ment in England, and are yet in Suſpence, Whether 
they ſhall ſer up the Son of the Late King, or 
Form themſelves into an Independant Republick. 
The Iriſh are ſtedfaſt to the Intereſts of the Crows. 
And many Hand, in America, ſubject to the Kings 
of England, have now deny'd all Obedience to 
the New Engliſh Government, which ſeems to tend 
towards a Democracy. 

There is much talk of one Cromwel, the General 
of the Engliſh Force; in Ireland. This Man from 
2a Private and Obſcure Eſtate, is aſcended to the 
* Dignity of a General, having purchas'd this Com- 
mand, by his Conduct and Valour. The French 
extol him, for the Greateſt Soldier of this 
Age: And, if Fame be true, he is no leſs Srate/- 


man. 

As a Mark of the Reſpe& I owe thee, thou 
wilt receive with this Letter, a Piſtol of Curious 
Workmanſhip, which being once charg'd, will 
deliver Six Bullets, one after another! If thou 
accepteſt this ſmall Preſent, it will be an Argu- 
ment of thy Friendſhip. 


Paris, 19th. of the 8th, Moon, 
of the Near 1649. 
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LE4EE I TE l. 
To the Venerable Mufti. 


Have often wondred at the Let hargy, wherein 

the Nazarenes ſeem to be drown'd. They for- 
get what they read in their own Bitles: They 
there encounter with Expreſſions, which favour 
of the Caf. Every Page of the Written Law, 
reliſhes ot the Diale# which is Pure and Lively; 
though the Tranſlators have cropt the Flower of 
the Senſe, I have read their Bible in Greek, Latin, 
and French; but none of theſe Languages, exprets 
ro the Life the Original Hebrew: Nor can it be 
expected. Ir is impollib'e to ſcrew up the Dull 
Phraſes of Europe, to the Significant Idiomt of Afis, 
We may as well expect Dates to ſpring from a 
Reed, And for that Reaſon, it is forbidden the 
True faithful, to Tranſlate the Yolume of Light 
from the Original Arabick: Which is no other, 
than Hebrew in its Ancient Purity. 

This is the Language of thoſe, who dwell a. 
bove the Seventh Orb. "Tis the Diale#, wherein 
God converſes with the Pages of his Divine Scraglio: 
Wherein all the Records of the Celeftial Empire are 
writ. And when he iſſues out Orders to the 


Minifters and Baſſa's of Heaven, Haſmariel the Secre- 


tary of the Immortal Divan, uſes no other Cha- 
rafter, or Speech, but that which is peculiar on 


Earth, to the Sons of Iſmael, the Inhabitants of 


the Region on the Eaſt of the Red Sea, In fine, 


this is the Language, wherein the Omnipotent 


thought fit to diſcover his Pleaſure to Mort alli. 
Believe Mahmut, when he tells thee with pto- 
found Submiſſion, that he has taken ſome Vaias 
to pry into thoſe Language, which have been the 
D 2 Channels 
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Channels of Divine Knowledge. I have been pecu- 
liarly ambitious, to ſtudy the Anatomy of Oriental 
Words: And it would be no Hyperbole to ſay, I 
have learn'd to diſſect even the very SyZables : 
Wherein the various placing of Points and Let- 
ters, alters the Senſe, or at leaſt makes ic Ambi- 
guous So Significant and Myſterious are Our 
Sacred Character: 

I ſpeak not this in Peeviſhnels, or to vindicate 
my ſelf, from the Contempt which 1chings Cap 
Ozlani has put upon me. I have no Emulation in 
that Point. No can any little Spur of Pedantick 
Ambition, make me forward to contend with a 
Man, whoſe whole Talent conſiſts, in knowing 
and remembring other Mens Works; as if he had 
ſtudied at Athens, only for this End, to learn the 
facetious Art, of turning his Brains into a Cata- 
lague of Books : Bur I reflect on the Learned among 
the Nazarenes, who are chiefly to blame, having 
the Cuſtody of the Boe delivered to em from 
the Jews. And among them, the Tranſſators of 
that Yolume, are paſt Excuſe; for, they have de- 
flowr'd the Original, and robb'd the Virgin Lan- 
guage cf its Beauty and Honour, whilſt (he reit 
are Witneſſes, and ſilent Abettors of the Rape, in 
concealing the Indignity has been done to the 
Letters Form'd by the Finger of God, and full of 
Divine Myſteries. 

In thus accuſing the Chrifian Interpreters of the 
Bible, I do not patronize the Critical Whimſies of 
the Jewiſh Cabbaliſts, They are exploded by all 
Men of Senſe, Yet there is a Medium, between 
the Exceſs of that affected Niceneſs, which has 
rendred the One Ridiculous, and of that ſtudy'd 
Careleſſnteſs, to which the Obſcurity of the Other 
i: owing. As the Hebrews, by preſſing the Letter 
too cloſe, have ſqueez' d out Divine Chimera s ; {0 
the Chriftiazs, in uſing too flack a Hand, have 

ſcarce 
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ſcarce gain d a groſs Draught of Common Hu- 
mane Senſe, leaving the Genuine Elixir of the 
Writer's Meaning behind. 

J will not lay much to the Charge of the 
Tran/iators, employd by Ptolemy Philadelp hut, 
King of Egypt. Theſe were no Chriſtians; nor 
yet in the Number of thoſe, who Adored the Ce- 
leſtial Bodies and Elements: Nor did any of them, 
pay their Devotions at the fame Altar with that 
Egyptian Monarch, who was a Mor ſbipper of the 
God Serapis: But they were Jews, Seventy, or 
Two more in Number, as the Tradition goes. 
And, being every one Commanded ſeverally to 
Tran/late thoſe Manuſcripts, which the Jews e- 
ſteem'd the Oracles of God, without converting 
with, or ſeeing each other, tis ſaid their Vu. 
all agreed to a Sy able. 

This is the Story of the Jews, and ſeems to be 
Credited by the Chriſti aus: Vet ſome have found 
many Errors and Incongruities, in that Celebrated 
Copy. And, tis eaſie for an Impartial Eye, elpe- 
cially in the Head of an Oriental, ro ſpy many 
more. 

But the Latin, which they call the Vulgar Tran- 
Hation, is full of Miſtakes, And the Pretended 
Saint who made it, ſhould have gone farther than 
Paleſtine, for his Intelligence in Auciint Hebrew, 
His Name (if I miſtake not) was Heeronymus. He 
paſꝰ d many Years, in a Cel near the ſuppos'd Tomb 
of the Chriſtians Meſſiah, in the Holy Land: Where, 
they fay, he was Inſpir' with the Knowledge of 
Hebrew ; and from thence, ventuc d upon a Tran- 
Jiatien of the Old Teſtament. 

Thou wilt not expe& a Certificate of theſe 
Things from Mahmut, who only tells thee what he 
has read in Chriſtian Authors, whom they call the 
Hſlorians of their Church. 
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But, I can allure thee, *twas no Spirit of the 5 
Laſt, aſſiſted this Eccleſiaſt ical in his Verſion. For, \ 
he comes far ſhort of rightly rendring the Lofty 
Hyperbeles, Appoſite Similitzuder, Elegant Figures, 
and other Ornaments of Speech, peculiar: to the 
Writings: of thoſe, who firſt ſee the Rifimg Sun. 
Such are all thoſe, penn'd in the Eaſt: From which 
we muſt not exclude the Manuſcripts of Moſer, +» 
and the Reſt of the Hebrew Prophets, Poets, Hiſtori- 
ans and Philoſophers, Of thele does the Ola Te- 
flament conſiſt; except one Bock, writ by my Coun» , 
tryman Job, who Pive Times foil'd the Devil, in 
ſo many ſer Combats before God. 

| What ſhall I y then, of the Tran/iations that 
have been made of their Bible in other Languages, 
not ſo Copious and Significant as the Latin? 

Since the Diviſion aroſe, between the Roman- 
Cat holicks and Proteſtants, their Bible has been 
taught to ſpeak the Diale# of all or moſt Nations 
in Europe. Yer, ſuch is the Unhappineſs of 
the Franks, that the more they tamper with 5 
the Language of Great Purity, the worſe they ſuc- 1 
ceed. Which has occaſion'd ſome Learned Men, ; 
as I am inform'd, to mark above a Thouſand | 
2 in the Laſt French Ver ſion of that Myſterious 2 
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What Room will they leave for the Cenſures 1 
of the Muſſulmans, if the Chriſtians themſelves are 1 
thus Critical, upon the Grand Patent of their Sal- 
vation? 
It would be an endleſs Task, to recount all the : 
Errors that may be diſcern'd in the Various Tra- * 
autts of the Bible, by any Man that has Convers'd | 
in the Eaſt. Neither will I entrench on thy Pa- C 
tience, to gain the Character of a Critick. ! 

| Permit me to glance only on the Pſalter, or 4 
the Odes of Sultan David. How flat and dull are 2 


the Meaſures of the Chriſtian Tran/lators ; 1 
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low have they ſunk the Senſe of that Roya / Poer ? 
He never begun to warble forth any Of thoſe 
Divine Songs, till firſt inſp red by a Seraph, whom 
he had Jur'd down from Peradiſe, by the Melody 
of his Harp. That Seraph, was Maſter of the 
Muſick Above, as the Hebrew Doctors teach. Every 
Time David play'd on his Inffrument, Ariel (for 
ſo was the Spirit call'd) made his Deſcenc, and 
ſung with a Grace which cannot be expreſsd. 


The Docile Poet, ſoon. !cirn'd both his Notes and 


Words. Seven Hundred Times, David touct'd 


his Harmonious Strings, and ſo often the Ange! 


ſtood by him with the Book of the Quire. He 
taught him Seven Hundred Sonnet, that are 
Chanted by the Lovers in Paradiſe. But the Devil 
ſtole 'em from the King, whilſt he was gazing on 
another Man's Wife bathing her ſelf, in an ad- 
joining Garden. 

Vet there are above a Hundred Hymns remain- 
ing, which David compos'd by Memory out of 
the Former. But, ſome SeQts among the Chriſti- 
ans have turn'd em to the Ballads of the Yulgar. 

So have they Dealt by that ſurpaſſing Poem of 
Solyman, taught him by the Ethereal Tutor of his 
Father. For Ariel was enamour'd of One of the 
Virgins of Paradiſe, at the fame Time, that Solomon 
enjoy d Pharaoh's Daughter, and had newly built 
for her a Seraglio of Cedar. The Heavenly Lover 
therefore, to accommodate himſelf to the Paſſion 
of the Mortal, taught him One of the Paſtorals of 
Elen, a Song peculiar to his Own Amour. 

But the Nazarenes, have turn'd it to a Dry, and 
Inſignificant Aligery, by their Gloſſes: Putting an 
Affront alſo upon Rhetorick and Poetry, in Word- 
ing their Tran/ation. | 

If I ſhould go on, and number rhe Miſtakes 
they have made in the Writings of the Prophets, 


and other Books of the Old Teflament, though it 
| D4 were 
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were hut in this General Manner, I ſhould tire 
thee out: Bur ro recount the Particulars, would 
be a Thirteenth Ia for Hercules. | 

Yer after all theſe Defaults of the Learned, 
neither hey nor the Ignorant can be excus'd from 
Wilful Blindneſs, in ſhutting their Eyes againſt 
the Twilight, which appears in the Worſt 
Trar/lation, and is ſufficient to direct any Man 
ro the Eaſt, where W:/aom ſhines in her Perfect 
Slenaor. 

There are Expreſſions all over the Scriptures, 
whi:h point to the Laws, Caſtoms, Habits, Diet 
and Manner of Life, us'd in the Regions, Firſt Vi- 
fired by the Morning Sun. Theſe are the ſame 
Now, as they were of Old. And the Muſſulmans of 
this Age, obſerve no other Rule of Life, but 
whit was practis'd by the Patriarch lbrahim, 
above Taree Thouſand Years ago, and by all the 
Fit ul of thoſe Times. Our Marriages, Circum- 
ei iu, Funerals, Prayers, Waſhings, and all other 
Ceremenies of Religion or Ciwility, are the ſame 
Now as Then. There is nothing added or dimi- 
n ſhed, ſave the Faith and Obedience we owe to 
Mahomit, the Ambaſſador of God, and to the Vo- 
[xme put into his Hands by Gabriel, Prince of the 
Divine Meſſenger:. 

Our very Habits, and the Manner of our Build- 
ing; our Salutations, and whole Addreſs, are the 
ſame at this Day, as the Scripture tells us, were in 
Ule in thoſe Ages next after the Flood, among the 
Patriarcks and Prophets, and among all the True 
Believers, the Poſterity of Ibrahim: Eſpecially the 
Deſcendant: by the Right Line, the Stem of Iſmael, 
the Eldeſt Son of him, who entertain'd Three An- 
gels at Once in his Tent. 

Vet the Intel. will not conſider it: But per- 
ſuide themſelves, they are the Only Children of 
the Fairkful Ibrahim; pretending to — in 1 

now 
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know not what Figurative Senſe, the Life we lead 
in Truth: Cheating themſelves with Empty Sym- 


bels, while we enjoy the Subſtance. 


But thou, Great Succeſſor of 1brahim and the 
Prophets, vouchſafe to pray for Mahmut, That 
whilſt his Duty to the Grand Seignior obliges him 
ro dwell here in the V, and to converſe with 
none but Infidels, he may ſtill retain the Faith of 
the Ea, the Devotion of an 1ſmaelite, and the Pu- 
rity of a True Believer. Still crying in his Heart, 
even in the Temples of the Infidelſs; There is but 
One God, and Mahomet his Meſſeng er. 


Paris, 5th: of the gth. Moon, 
of the Near 1649. 


LETTER XVI 
To tbe Chiaus Baſſa, 
TY E Peace agreed on laſt Year, between the: 


Germans and Swedes, is not yet fully eſta- 
bliſh'd and confirm d, There has been a Ceſſation of 
Arms ſince that Time. And now the Dake Amalſi, 
on the Emperor's Side, the Duke of Vandert for the 
King of France, and he of Erbin for the Crown of 
Swedeland, are met at Norimbergh, to conclude a. 
Final Ratifi:ation of the Articles. ; 

Duting this Conſulr, the Swediſb Army are per- 
mitted by the Emperor s Agreement, to Quarter 
up and down in Seven Cimles of the Empire, and 
not to be diſcharg d, till all their Arrears are paid 
at the Coſt of the Germans, Tis (aid, it will 
amount to. Three Millions of Sequins. This 
War has laſted near Thirty Years; in which, a- 
bove Three Hundred Thouſand Men have loſt 


their Lives. D 5 As 
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As to the Exgliſb Affairs, the prevailing Party 
there have declar'd that Ancient Kinedom to be a 
Free State, and the Monarchy is Aboliſh'd by a Pub- 
lick 44, Nevertheleſs, after Charles was behead- 
ed, his Eldeſt Son was Proclaim'd King, both in 
England and Ireland, by ſome of the Nobles and 
Gentry, that were Friends to that Roya! Family. 
And in Ireland, a certain great Duke appear'd at 
the Head of a Numerous Army, in Behalf « of the 
Young King's Intereſt, having lay'd Siege to the 
Metropolis of that Kingdom; which with one other 
Town, were the only ſtrong Holds, that reſiſted 
the King's Party. But in the 8th, Moon, the Army 
which the Engliſh States had newly ſent over to 
that and, engap with the Forces of this Duke, 
entirely routed them, killing Two Thouſand 
Men on the Spor, and taking many Thouſand 
Priſoners, with all their Ammunition and Bag- 
gage. This being ſeconded with other Victo- 
rie“, in a ſhort Time, reduc'd that Kingdom, 
under the Obedience of the Engliſb States. 

in the mean Time, I hear no pleaſing News 
from the Levant, Veſſels daily arrive in the Ha- 
went Of France, who confirm each other's Rela- 
tions, of a Dreadful Naval Combat, between 
our Heet and that of the Yenetians; wherein they 
ſay, we have loſt Seventy Two Gallies, Three- 
ſcore Merchant- Veſſels; and Eighteen Ships of 
Far: That in this Fight, Six Thouſand Five 


* 


Hundred Muſſulm ant have loſt their Lives, and 


near Ten Thouſand were taken Priſoners. 

I tell thee, theſe are great Breaches in the Na- 
vy, which, belonging to the Lord of the Sea, and 
Land, has afſum'd to it ſelf the Epithet of 1N- 
VINCIBLE. Theſe are Blemiſhes in the En- 
ſigns of high Renown; Reproaches ro the Em- 
pire, which we believe is to ſubdue All Nariont. 


I reflet not on the Courage, or Conduct, 5 
the 
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the Captain Baſſa Neither am I willing to help 
forward the Ruin of a Man, who cannot expect 
to be honourd with a Veſt, a Sword, or any 
other Marks of the Sultan's Favour for his Ser- 
vice in this Sea-Campagne. I am Naturally com- 
paſſionate. ?Tis not in my Praiſe I ſpeak it; for, 


I believe this Tenderneſs, to be rather a Vice of © 


my Conſtitution, than to have any Rank in the 


Morals, much leſs to be of Kin to the Family or- 


Virtues, I pity a Man filling into Diſgrace, on 
whom the Weather of the Seraglio changes, from 


which he muſt expect Nothing but Clouds and 


Storms. Thoſe Tempeſts will prove more Fatal 
to him, than any that ever toſs'd his Fleet on the 


Ruffled Ocean. In all probability, he will ſuffer 


a Shipwrack of his Fortune, if not of his Life. 
Therefore, tis with extream Regret, I muſt ſay 
that which may haſten his Fall. 

Bur I am commanded, not to conceal any In- 
telligence, that relates to the Intereſt of the Sub- 
line- Port; nor to ſpare the Son of my Mother, it 
I know him Guilty of Criminal Practices. 

All that I have to lay to the Charge of the 


Baſſs of the Sea, is, a Private Correſpondence - 
which he holds with Cardinal Mazarini, This 1 


diſcorerd by the Aſſiſtance of a Dwarf, whom 


I have often mention d in my Letters to the 


Grandees of the Port. I need not repeat to thee, 
what I have ſaid already to them, of the Birth, 
Education and Gexizs of Oſmin, (for, fo is the 


little Spark call'd) nor of the Method I have 
put him uzon, to wind himſelf into the Secrets 


of the Publick Minifters. Only thou may*ft report 
to the Divan, That this diminutive Man, con- 
tinues to purſue his Advantages of Acceſs to the 


Cloſets of the French Mini ters, whereof I gave Oo 


Thou 2 


Mabammet Baſſo. 
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Thou may'ſt aſſure them alſo, that when he 
was Yeſterday in the Chamber of Cardinal Maza- 
xini, he caſt his Eyes on a Letter, which lay open 
on the Table; whilſt the Cardinal was in earneſt 
Diſcourſe, with an Extraordinary Courier from 
Rome. He had not Opportunity to read more 
than the Super/cription, and a Line or two of the 
Matter ; which contain'd theſe Words: 


The Mild Commander, The humble Shadow of the Bright 
Star of the Sea, Bilal Captain Baſſa. 


To the moſt Ilaftriow Prince of the Kingdom of 
the Meſfiah, Eminent among the High Lords of 
Holy Honour, the Sublime Dire#or of the 
People of Jeſus, Aſſiſtant to the Chair of Sove- 
reign Dignity, the Seat of the Rowan Caliph, 
Julio Mazarini, Cardinal, and our Friend. May 
whoſe later Days, encreaſe in Happineſs, 


FT HY affcf#ionats Letter and Preſents, were de- 
liver d ſafe to me, as I lay at Anchor with the 
Fleet under my Command, not far from the Iſland of 
Chios. And as a Mark of my acknowledgement, and 
good Will to thee, and all the Nazarenes; 1 embrac'd 
in my Arms, the Noble Captain, Signior Antonio 
Maratelli, who had ihe Honour to be truſted with this 
Negotiation I immediate/y diſrob'd my ſelf, and 


caus d that brave Italian, thy Meſſenger, to be veſted. . 


with my own Garment, as a Pleage of- 


Before Oſnin cou'd read further, the Cardinal 
approzeh'd the Table, and took up the Letter, 
letting fall ſome Words to the Courier, by which 
rhe Dwarf was confirmed in his Suſpicion of the 
BHs Perfidiouſneſ, and that this Letter newly 
came ſtom him. He poſted immediately to give 
me an Account of this Paſſage; believing it to 
be, 25 it 15, of great Import. For, he has a 
ſingular 
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ſingular Regard for the Family, which fiſt ex- 
terminated the Greeks from Conſtantinople. 

Thou know'ſt what Uſe to make of this Intelli- 
gence. I am not Cruelly inclin'd, but I muſt do 
my Duty. The Reſt I refer to thy Prudence. 

Iwill only advertiſe thee of One farther Remark 
of Oſmin; who by comparing what he has feen 
now, with a Diſcouſe he once before overheard 
between Mazarins and a French Nobleman; whilſt 
he lay under the Cardinals Table, (which I have 
inſerted in one of my Letters) concludes, That 
the Baſſa there mention'd by the Cardinal, was 
this ſame Bilal Baſſa, who was at the Inſtan:e of 
the Janizaries, made Baſſa of the Ses. 

I could not without making my ſelf an Ac- 
complice, conceal ſo foul an Ingratiude to the 
Grand Seignior, and ſo Villanous a Treaſon againſt 
the Empire, which holds the Firſ# Rank, among all 
the Dominions on Earth. 


Paris, 24th. of the eth Moon, 
of the Near 1649. 


LET TER XVNL 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the 
Grand Seignior. 


WE have had a violent hot Summer in theſe 
Parts, with much Thander and Lightning; 


which has done conſiderable Damage to the Far- 
mers, in burning their Hay and Corn in their 
Granaries. Complaints arrive here daily from all 
the Province;, That Heaven has conſum d their 
Har ves. 121 
This 
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This the Court Party interpret as a Judgment 
on them for their Rebellion; cauſing it to be In- 
duſtriouſly ſpread about in all Companies, That 
Heaven is Angry with the Inhabitants of Guyenne, 
Bourdeaux, and other Provinces, for taking up 
Arms this Year againſt their Sovereign I know 
not how far this Cenſure is Juſtifiable : But tis 
obſery'd That the People of theſe Rebellion, Pro- 
winces, have received more Apparent and Irrepar- 
able Injuries by the Lightning, than thoſe of o- 
ther Parts. Several Members of the Parliament of 
Aix, were found dead in their Beds, after a Tem- 
peſtuons Night of Lightning. And, next Day, 
the Roof of the Houſe where they Aſſembled, fell 
down and kill'd ſeveral. 

In the Great Church of Bourdeaux, as they were 
Celebrating their Maſs, a Ball of Fire broke in 
from behind the Altar, ſmote down ſeveral J. 
mages, and filling the Church with an Intolerable 
Stink, flew out at a Window, without doing 
any farther Harm. And a great Bank of Money, 
rais'd by this City to pay their Souldiers, was all 
melted down by Lightning, to the Aſtoniſhment 
of thoſe who ſaw it; for it was done in the Day- 
time, the Grandees of Bourdeaux being preſent. 
It would be Endleſs, to recount all the Miſchiefs 
thar have been done in thoſe Parts. We had no 
great Harm here, fave that almoſt all the Wine in 
the City, was turn'd to a Kind of Yineger in one 
Night. Which the Philoſophers attribute to the 
Peculiar Energy of Lightning ; which plays the 
Chymift with this Liquor, and in a Moment ſepa- 
rates and drinks up its Vital Spirits, leaving only 
a Mertuwm Caput behind. 

The Seaſen has been ſo hot during the Dog- 
Days, that the Air it ſelf ſeem'd Combuſtible; 
and the very Winds, from whence we look'd for 
Refreſhment, were like the Breath of a _ 
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All things ſeem'd ready to take Fire, as if the 
Elements waited for the Grand Conflagration. 
Heat was the Cry every where. Men's Bodies 
were ſcalded with Internal Flames; the Shade of 
Trees afforded no Relief; the Fountains could 
not allay their Thirſt, All Nature ſeem'd to be 
in a Fever, ready to expire. 

Now thoſe Fervours are abated, and we begin 
to have Froſty Mornings. The Nitrous Air, re- 
ſtores Mens Appetites® Abundance of Rain, 
has new-moulded the gaping parch'd Earth, and 
produced a Second Spring. The Husbandman com- 
forts himſelf with the Hopes of Another Crop of 
Hay, to repair the Loſs of the Former, which the 
Lightning robb'd him off. In the mean Time, the 
Winds are very buſie, in diſrobing the Trees, 
and ſcattering not only their Leaves, but alſo 
the Fruit that is not gather'd on the Ground ; 
whereby a Banquet is prepar'd for the Hogs in 
every Orchard, who claim as much Right to feed 
on what lies on the Common Table, as their Owners. 
And *tis no Unpleaſant Muſick, to hear a Herd of 
Swine, ſet their Teeth at Work on the Wind- 
fallen Apples. At leaſt, this SpeQacle and Noiſe, 
is delightfu] to me, who have been without Ap- 
petite theſe Three Moons, and but juſt begin to 
recover my Stomach. I often ride out of Paris, 
on Purpoſe to take the Country Air, where my 
Bread taſtes more r than in the City. 
There appears ſomething ſo Harmleſs and Inno- 
cent in the Faces and Behaviour of the Rafficłs, 
as Effectually relieves my Melancholy. I cannot 
diſcern in them, any Signatures of Court. Craft and 
Villainy. Their Converſation, chears my Spi- 
rits. I love to hear them talk of their Rara Ke 
fairs, My Eye follows the Ploughmen with En- 
vy. Then I could wiſh it had been my Lot, to 
have been bred up in ſome homely 93 

Where 
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where I might have tended Oxen, Sheep cr 
Aſſes; all which Act Regularly according to 
their Nature: Whereas, he that'is the Servant of 
Princes, is compell'd to do many Things contrary 
to his Reaſon; which is the greateſt Unhappineſs 
can befall a Man. How ſweet is the Sleep of the 
Husbandman by Night, and how void is his 
Mind of imbittering Cares by Day? He riſes 
with the Lark, and is as chearfui as that pretty 
Bird, ſaluting Aurora with a Song or a Leſſon on his 
Pipe. He ſnuffs up the wholſome and fragrant 
Dew of the Morning, as he walks over the Lands. 
He beholds with Admiration and Pleaſure, the 
Gilded Clouds and Tops of Mountains, when 
the Sun comes forth of his Bed-Chamb:r in the 
Eaſt. He ſpurs himſelf on to his daily Labour 
by the Example of that Active Planer, follow ing 


his Work with Content and Joy, His Food is 


Pleaſant both in his Mouth and his Belly ; he 
feels no after-Pangs through Satiety ; but well 
refreſh'd and nouriſh'd with his Homely Diet, 
he lies down with the Lamb, and ſleeps in Peace, 
never dreaming of State-Intrigues, or the Plots of 
the Mighty. Thus he paſſes his Life, in a Circle 

Tell me, Dear Hali, are not theſe proper Ob- 


jects of Envy, to a Man in my Circumſtances? 


Or, canſt thou blame Mahmut, who has neither 
Health of Body, nor Peace of Mind, for wiſhing 
himſelf in a Condition, which would entitle him 
to both? I am entangled in a Thouſand Snares: 
My Employment is a Perfe& Riddle. I muſt ſay 
and unſay the ſame Things, as often as Occaſion 
requires. 'I muſt tell an Hundred Lyes, ſwear 
and forſwear my ſelf every Hour, if the Intereſt 
of the Grand Seignior be at Stake. I muſt be a 
Mahometan, Chriſtian, Jem or any Thing that will 
IS ug lerve 
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A ſerve a Turn; Diſſemble with God and Man, 
3 Blalpheme the Prophet, Curie the True Believers, 
and my felt roo, rather than balk the Cauſe I am 

engagd in. And yet, all this while they will 
perſwade me, I am a good Man, and ſhall go to 
Paradiſe. As if the Mufti*s Diſpenſations, were 
available to cancel the Expreſs, Poſitive Law of 
God ! Do®they think to amuſe me with ſuch 
Umbrages, and ſend me muzl'd to Hell with my 
Eyes open? I tell thee, I have a Conſcience, and 
ſuch a Conſcience, as wil not let me be at Reſt in 
this Manner of Lite. It were better to die, than 
to live ſtain d with ſo many Prevarications. 1 

know not what to do, amidſt ſo many Terros: I 

| feel my Body decay apace, and haſtning towards 

dy its Diſſolution; What will become of me, If I 

1 ſhould die under the Burthen of ſo many Sins? 

7 What Anſwer ſhall I be able to make, to the Two 

Inquiſitors of the Grave, the Angels who ſhall Exa- 
mine me, Who is my God? and, Who is m 
Prophet? and, What is my Faith? The Darkneſs 
of that Region of Shadows, will not be ſufficient 
to hide my Bluſhes, and the Confuſion I ſhall be 
in at ſo preſſing a Tryal. 

All my Comfort is, that I have yet Friends 
lefr, to whom I may freely vent my Thovghts 
and ask their Counſel. - 

If thou haſt any Remains of that Friendſhip 
that has been between us, weigh my Cafe through- 
ly, and tell me, Whether I am nor loſt for Ever, 
without a Change of Life? Flatter me nor, nei- 
ther uſe the Artifices of Civility, in Palliating my 

Crimes. But ſearch my Wounds and give me thy 

Advice without a Veil; and Mahmut ſhall eſteem 
thee, the Phyſician of his Soul. 


Paris, 24th. of the gth. Moon, 
of the Nar 1649. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XK. 


To Kenan Baſſa, Chief Treaſurer to his 
Highneis at Conltantinople. 


F I have not addreſſed to thee before, attri- 


bute it to my Ignorance of thy Quality and 
Perſon. As ſoon as I heard of thy Advance- 


ment to this Important Truſt, I reſolved to ſalute 


thee, as becomes a Slave in my Poſt, and to wiſh 
thee all the Happineſs thou canſt deſire. Yer, 
when I congratulate thy Riſe, remember, I do 
but welcome thee to a Precipice, a meer Pinnacle 
of Fortune, where thou haſt no Reaſon to expect 
fecure Footing. The Blaſt of an Envious Mouth 
will make thee totter. Thou breatheſt in an 
Element, full of Tempeſts. The fly Practices of 
a Rival, may undermine thee ; or, the more 
open Frowns of thy Sovereign, may caſt thee 
down. Thou art ever liable to the Malice of the 
Vulgar, and not a little in Danger of thy own 
| Weakneſs, the Inſeparable Companion of Hu- 
manity. If thou ſhouldeſt once look with Diſ- 
dain on thoſe that are beneath thee, the vaſt 
Diſtance and Height of the Proſpect, may make 
thee Giddy. Therefore it would be good for 
thee, to have thy Eyes always fixt on thy ſelf. 
That will prove the beſt Chart, by which to ſteer 
thy Courſe, through the Rocks and Sands, which 
on all Hands threaten the Life of a Courtier. It 
will not be amiſs alſo, to place before thee, the 
Examples of Wiſe Men, thy Predeceſſors. There is 


a greater Force in theſe, than in the beſt Coun- 


ſels; becauſe, Matter of Fact, leaves no Room 
for Diſtruſt: Whereas, Men are naturally jealous 


of thoſe who pretend to inſtru ther. We je 
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all fond of our own Reaſon and judgment; and 
are apt to ſuſpe& him of ſome Deſign, who ſeeks 
to perſwade us, though to our Good. Beſides, 
there is a Species of Pride, a Punctilio of Honour in 
Mortals, which will hardly permit us to yield our 
ſelves in a Condition, to need anothers Advice: 
Whence comes the Arabian Proverb, which ſays, 
A Man profits more by the Sight of an Idiot, than by 
the Orations of the Learned. We all love to make 
our own Experiments, and ſooner truſt any Senſe 
than our Ears. Therefore, the Lacedemonians cau- 


" ſed their Slaves to be made drunk in the Preſence 


of their Children; that from the Squalidneſs of 
the SpeFatle, they might conceive a Hatred a- 
gainſt that Vice, which by all the Inſtruct ions in 
the World, they would never learn to abhor. 

The Crimes of ſome in thy Station, have more 
of Sobriety in them, but leſs Honeſty, Wonder 
not at the Expreſſion, nor accvſe me of Impu- 
dence. I refle& only on the Wicked: Num 
not thy ſelf among them. 

Thou knoweft, it has been an Ancient Cuſtom 
for our renowned Emperors, to divert themſelves 
at certain Times, with the Sight of their Drefti- 
mable Treaſury. 1 am no Stranger to the Cere- 
monies uſed at ſuch Times. One would think 
it impoſſible, amidſt ſo much Caution, that the 
Grand Siguior ſhould be defrauded of the leaſt . 
part of his Wealth. I do not ſpeak of the Cham- 
ber of Arms, or thoſe others which make up the 
Imperial Wardrobe. The Bulk and Weight of 
thoſe Rich Velvet Broccades, and other iture 
of Gold and Silver, diſcourages the But 
who can number the Robberies that have been 
committed among the Jewels, and Invalueble Ra- 
rities of the Myſterious Cloſer ? It has been found 
eaſie to conceal and tranſport from thence, whole 


Beds of Diamonds and Chains of Pearl, undiſ- 
| | covered, 
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covered, I will not ſay unſuſpected, at the Times 2 
when Anackder-Agaſi gives Three Knocks, on the 4 
Cabinet of the Keys. 

Theſe are Hours of Munificence and Royal 
Bounty, when the Auguſt Lord of the Mines, is 
p'eas'd to gratifie his Slaves with Gifts, and make 
chem ſenſible they ſerve Him, who commands this 
Upper World, and that Underneath. 

No Prince can diſcommend this Domeſtick Sport 
of our Sovereign, when he makes his Pages ſcram- 
ble for Diamond and Rubies ; ſince it gives him a 
Taſte of his own Humanity. Nothing being more 
agreeable, in Caſes on this fide of Amorous Jea- 
louſie, than to let others partake of our Pleaſures. 
And, tis the peculiar Delight of Kings, fome- 
times to lay aſide their State and Grandeur, to be 
familiar with their Attendants; making them ; 

I 
7 
1 


their Companions, or at leaſt, their Proxies in ma- 
ny Enjoy ments. 

But, tis pity this Favour ſhould be abuſed, 
as it has been in the Inſtance I mention d. Thou 
art no Stranger to the Records of the Haſua, which 
tells us, That when Gelep Chiaus-Baſſa, was made 
Chief Treaſurer in the Reign of Sultan Muſt apha, 
the Lucre of the Glittering Jewels had tempted |; 
him to defraud his Maſter, to the Value of Five 7 
Hundred Thouſand Sequins. Which, upon the 3 
Information of Three Pages, and a diligent Search, 
were found in his Trunks. 

It has been whiſper'd alſo, - That few have en- 
joyed that Office, who have not purloyn'd Some- 
thing om the mnerial Coffers. They ſay, tis 
an tary Theft, deliver d by Tradition 
from Oe to another. Every Haſnadarbaſſi being 2 
advanc'd to that Honour, by the Recommendation 
of his Predeceſſer, for the Service he has done him 4 
in conniving at theſe Practices, which cannot : 
be hid from any of the Sixty who Guard the Royal L 
Wealth. Thou 1 
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Thou Canſt not blame me, for putting thee in 
Mind of theſe Things; in Regard I am comman- 
ded, to write with all Freedem to the Sab/ime 
Minifters, whatever concerns the Intereſt of cur 
Great Maſter. 

I have no more to ſay, but to deſire thee, in 
tranſmitting what Money is appointed for me, to 
be Timely and PunQually , to ſend Duplicates by 
different Poſts, that if one ſhould miſcarry, I may 
not be at a Loſ: For, there is no Credit for a 
Muſſulman in Paris. Eliachim would ſupply me 
with what may ſuffice a Dervich; but, it belongs 
to thee to take Care, that I want not what is re- 
quiſite for an ent of the Grand Seignior. 


Paris, 22d. of the loth. Moon, 
of the Nar 1649. 


EST TE RX 
To Peſtelihali, hx Brother. 


Ser Concluded my laſt Letter, before 
| had vented half my Thoughts on thoſe 
Oriental Subjects, fo full of Inſtruction and Plea- 
ſure. Thy Journal is become my Pocker-Com- 
panion. I carry it with me to the Gardens, and 
Folitudes, and even to the Libraries and Churches : 
To which Laſt, I am obliged to go ſometimes, 
That I may avoid Suſpicion. 

The Chriſtians, when they enter the-moſt De- 
lightful Gardens of Paris, ſpend their Time, and 
weary themſelves, in walking forward and back- 
ward. They will meaſure ſeveral [ eagues,. in 
Traverſing one Adey: Which vain Cuſtom, thou 
knoweſt, is contrary to the Practice of the Eaſtern 

People, 
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People, who love to ſolace themſelves, in ſitting 
till under the cool Shades, and feeding their 
Eyes, with the Grateful Verdure of Trees, their 
Noſes with the 22 Smell of Herbs and 
Flowers, and their Ears with the pretty Melody 
of the Birds: All which, ſerve as Helps to their 
Contemplation. 

After this Manner, I many Times paſs away 
ſome Hours in the Gardens of this City, whereof 
there are great Plenty. And, when I am cloy'd 
with the torementioned Pleaſures, then I take out 
thy Journal, and fall to Reading, which winds 
up my Thoughts afreſh, like a Watch that is 
down: Nay, it opens new Sources of Contem- 
ee and ſerves as a Miraculous Taliſman, to 

ring China, India and all the Eaſt, into the Place 
where I am; ſo Lively and Natural, are thy Diſ- 
courſes of thoſe Parts, 

When I am in the Churches, it ſerves me in- 
ſtead of a Prayer Book: And, whilſt Others are 
babbling over they know not what, or, at leaſt, 
they care not what; I offer up to Cod the Firft- 
Fruit of my Reaſon and Knowledge, which he 
has given me to diſtinguiſh me from all Sorts of 
Beaſts, whether in Humane Shape, or nor. 

When I go to the Libraries, I compare thy Jour- 
nal with the Writings of Others who treat of the 
ſame Matters; and find that thou agreeſt with 
ſome, correcteſt the Miſtakes of others, and in 
all, ſheweſt a Genius elevated above all others of 
the Common Hiſtorians and Travelers, who ſeek 
rather to amuſe the Reader with uncouth Stories 
and Adventures than to Inſtruct him with what is 
really Uſeful and Profitable. 

Thus thy Journal, is become the Companion 
of my Solitudes, the Object of my Studies, and 
the Help ro my Devotions Abroad; and, it is 


no leſs, the Diverſjon of my Retirement and 
| Melancholy 
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Melancholy at Home. TI am a great Admirer of 
Antiquity: And therefore an old Craggy Rock, 
o'er-grown with Moſs, and full of gaping Chaſm:, 
is a more agreeable Sight to me, than the Flow'ry 
Meadows or Verdant Groves; becauſe the For- 
mer, looks like a Relique of the Primitive Chags; 
whereas, I know the Larter, to be only the Pro- 
duct of the Laſt Spring. ?Tis for this Reaſon, 
thy Narrative affords me ſo vaſt a Delight, be- 
cauſe it treats of the moſt Ancient Kingdoms and 
Governments in the World: And is not ſtuffed, 
with Chimera's and Fables, as moſt Relations of 
thoſe Countries are; but, givesus a ſincere and true 
Account of whatever is Conſiderable, without 
touching on Impertinencies. 


But above all, I am delighted with that Part, 


which Relates thy Travels in Chixa: That Coun- 
try, being of ſo vaſt an Extent, ſo Rich, fo Po- 
pulous; the People fo Induſtrious, Learned and 
Politick (beſides the Autiguity of their Empire, 
which cannot in that Point be matched by an 
Government under the Heavens; ) that the Exa 
Knowledge of theſe Things, ſeem to me of 
greater Moment, than any other Diſcoveries 
whatſoever. . 

What thou ſayeſt of the Chineſe Letters and 
Words, ſhews, that thou haſt made ſome In- 
ſpection into that Language. And, thy Remarks 
on the long Succeſſion and Series of their Kings, is 
an Argument, That thou art no Stranger to their 
Chronology, which takes in many Thouſands of 
Years before Noah's Flood. Thou art very exact 
in enumerating their Publick Tribanals and Courts 
of Fuſtice; as allo in deſcribing ſome Remarkable 
Bridges, Temples, Palaces, and other Structures: 
Which ſerves to give the Reader a true idea of 
the Magnificence and Grandeur of the Chineſe 
Emperors; and of the Ingenuity of the ew, 

who 
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who ſeem to excel all others in Arts and Sciences. J 
In a Word, it is evident, That thou didſt nor pals 1 
thy Time with thy Arms folded, whilſt thou wert 
in that Kingdom. And I know not how better to 
expreſs the Eſteem I have for thee, on the Ac- 
count of the Pains thou haſt taken, to Inform 
both thy ſelf and mein Matters of fo great Impor- 
tance, than by giving thee an Account of what 
Progreſs the Tartars have made in the Cenqueſt of 
that Empire, ſince thy Return to Conſtantinople, In 
my Laſt, I acquainted thee with the Coronation of 
the Tartar-King at Pekin. Since which, Other 4 
Voeſſels are arriv'd from thoſe Parts, which bring 
an Account, that the Young Tartarian Conquerour, 4 

ſoon puſhed forward his Victories. And march- 
ing with an Army into Corea, (which Kingdom, 
thou knoweſt, borders on China) the King of that 
Country, made his Submiſſions; and entring into 
a League with Zanchi, held his Crown in Fee of 
that Victorious Emperour. 

Aſterwards, he haſtened to ſubdue the Pro- 
wvinces Which remained Unconquered. His Me- | 
thod in accompliſhing this great Work, was by E 
{wife Marches, like another Alexander the Great ; 
and by laying Siege to the Principal City of a 
Province, which he never failed, either to take by 
Force, or compelled to ſurrender, that ſo they l 
might eſcape Famine. And when this was done, 'F 
he took Poſſaſſion. both of it and the whole Pro- 1 
wince, ſummoning the Cities of Leſſer Note to : 
ſurrender; which they ſeldom refuſed, after : 
they had beheld the Fate of the Firſt. Thus in 90 
a little time, he became Maſter of all that ſpacious | 
Empire. 

The Fame of his Succeſs, quickly brought In- 
numerable Tartars out of their Native Country, to- 
follow the Fortune of their Emperour. To the ſe | 
he gave the Chief Offices of his Army, and conti- | 
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continued the Chineſe in th: Adminiſtration of 
Cruil Aﬀairs. And, as a Token of their Sub- 
jection, he commanded all the Chineſes, to cut 
their Hair ſhort, and to cloath themſelves after the 

Faſhion of the Tarters. | 
They give a High Character of this Young 
Prince, who amidſt ſo many Succeſſes and Tri- 
umphs, diſcovers not the leaſt vain Glory, but 
contains himſelf within the Bonds of a vertuous 
Moderation, aſcribes all to the Decree: of Defting, 
and, is not in the leaſt puffed up with any of 
his Glorious Actions; which is an Argument, 
of a Spirit truly Heroick: And yet, this Prince is 
an Idolater, as are all the Tartart of that Nation; 
or rather, they are Men of no Religion, which 
makes their Morals the more admirable. For, ac» 
cording to the Relation of thoſe who came laſt 
from China, the Tartars are a very Temperate 
and Continent People, abhorring thoſe Vices, 
which are but too common in other Parts of the 
World, and from which the True Believers them- 
ſelyes are not Free. They are Rigorouſly Juſt 
aiſo, and puniſh all Manner of Fraud and D:ceit 
wich Immediate Death. As for their Conduct 
and Courage in the Wars, there is no Nation ſur- 
paſſes them, few are their Equals. They are 
Palſionate Lovers of an Active Life, ſpending 
moſt of their Time on Horſe-back, either in 
Hunting Wild Beaſts, or fighting with their Ene- 
mies. And their Horſes are the beſt and moſt 
Courageous in the World. There is Nothing 
the Tart ars ſo. much deſpiſe, as the Sedentary 
Life of Students and Learned Men; accounting 
them the Burthen of a Commonwealch, lazy 
Drones, fit only to be ſold for Slaves. But Men 
of Service and Merit in the Wars, they have in 
great Eſteem; never failing to reward ſuch with 
Dignities and — » Proportionable to 
tazir 
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their Deſerts and Capacities. Nay, ſuch is the 
Martial Genius of this Nation, That the very 
Women Ride to the Wars with the Men, and 
perform Exploits above what is expected from 
that ſoft and delicate Sex. Both Men and Wo- 
men are habituated from their Infancy, to live 
in Tents or Waggons, there being very few Ci. 
ties in all Tartar) There they are inur'd to 
Hunger, Cold, Thirſt, and all the Methods of a 
Frugal and Hardly Life. This i, that, which 
renders them Excellent Soldiers, and a Terror to 
all the Nations round about them. This is that, 
which ſo ſoon Reduced all China to their Obedi- 
ence; the Chiveſe, among all their Vertues and 
Accompliſhments, being the moſt Eff:minate 
People on Earth. This no doubt, thou haſt ob- 
ſerved. 

Brother, I adviſe thee, to go to Kerker Haſan 
Baſſa, our Countryman, and preſent to him theſe 
Obſervations on the Tartars; which thou may'ſt 
eaſily do, by tranſcribing what is for thy turn, 
out of this Letter. He Inherits his Father'; 
Genius; who, thou knoweſt, was one of the 
Greateſt Hunters in all Arabia, and had a Character 
not much different from what I have here give1 
thee of the Tartors, Thar Bafa, will take great 
Delight in theſe Memoirs, and will think himſelt 
obliged, to make thee ſome proper Acknowledg- 
ment- He is Generous and Great, and it lies in 
his Power to promote thee. I have writ to him 
already, and have given him an Encomium of thy 
Ability. I will ſecond it with another Letter, in 
Anſwer to one I lately receiv'd from him, where- 
in he deſires a farther Account of China. I will 
inform him therefore, cf ſeveral Paſſages out of 
thy Journal. He, no doubt, to make a farther 
Tryal of thy Knowledge, will ask thee ſeveral 
Queſtions, relating to theſe Matters. So — 

| thou 
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thou have a fair Opportunity, of rendering thy 
ſelß Conſpicuous, and of gaining his Eſteem. 
Follow my Advice ; take Time by the Forelock, 
and the Event ſhall prove Happy, 


Paris, Sth. of the 11th. Moon, 
of the Near, 1649. 


— 


—— 


LETTER XXI. 


Zo Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


Received thy Commands, and am proud of 
the Honour thou haſt done me, in requi- 
ring the ſmalleſt Service at my Hands; eſpeci- 
ally, one of this Nature: which is an Argu- 
ment, that my Former Relation of China, was 
acceptable to thee. This | account my Honour, 
and Happineſs, that I have a Brother, who has 
made ſuch Conſiderable Improvements in his 
Travels: For, 'tis to him, I owe the Knowledge 
| have of that Country, and the other Parts of 
the Eat. As for my Couſin Ieuf, he would ne- 
ver vouchſafe to ſend me a Syllable, relating to 
his Travels, though he had rambled throughout 
all Aſia. 

I defired this Favour of him in ſeveral Letters, 
but have received no Anſwer; fo that I know 
not whether he be Dead or Alive. My Friends 
are very backward in writing to me: And, un- 
leſs it be ſome of the Miniſters of State, who 
ſometimes honour me with a Diſpatch, though 
very rarely, I hardly receive a Letter from my 
familiar Friends and Relations in Twenty Moons. 
Which makes me conclude, that Ablence of ſo 
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long a Date, has quite blotted me out of their 
Minds. | 

As to what thou deſireſt farther to know con- 
cerning China, my Brother ſays, That Empire 
contains 4400 wall'd Towns and Cities; 3009 
Caſtles and Towers of Defence on the Fronti- 
ers, wherein are always Garriſon'd a Million of 
Soldiers, who are relieved at due Times, by 
others of equal Number. There are a Million alſo 
conftantly kept in Pay, to guard the Governours of 
Provinces, Emba ſſadors, we other Officers of State. 
The Emperor of China, maintaining Five Hun- 
dred .Thouſand Horſe to attend his Perſon. All 
this is, in Time of Peace. But, upon any Revolt 
or Invaſion, the Forces are Innumerable. There 
are in China, 331 Bridges, Remarkable for theic 
Strength and Magnificence, beyond all others 
in the World; 2099 Mountains; Lakes and 
Medicinal Fountains 1472; 1159 Triumphal Ar- 
ches and other Monuments, er ected in Honour 
of Valiant and Learned Men; 272 Libraries, a- 
bounding with all Manner of Excellent Books; 
Temples 300000, and as many Prieſts, beſides the 
Convents of their Religious. They reverence 3036 
Male-Saint:, and 208 Female. All which have 
' Zemples dedicated to their Honour, beſides thoſe 
which are conſecrated ro the Sun, Moon and 
Stars, Fire, Air, Earth and Water, and ro the 
Heavens which comprehend All, and to the Ce/e- 
flial Gods who rule All, and ro the Supreme 
God, Creator of the Worlds, In theſe Temples, 
they celebrate the Praiſes of their Gods and 
Heroes, with Muſick and Songs, Incenſe and 
Sacrifices; believing, That all Things which are 
conſpicuous for the Excellency of their Narure, 
or from which Mankind receives any G*neral or 
Extraordinary Benefit, ought to be worſhipped 


with Divine Honours: In this, they differ 
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not from the Ancient Pagans of Greece and Rome, 
who had almoſt as many God, and Goddeſſes, a5 
there were ſeveral Creatures in the World; fo that 
there was no Beginning nor Ending of their Su- 
perſtitions: And, the moſt Learned, and Con- 
templative of their Prieſls, found the Ceremonie: 
of their Religion, to be an inextricable Labyrineh, 
where they were often loſt. Certainly, happy 
are the Faithful Muſſulmans, who Adore but One Goa, 
the Fountain of the Univerſe, withour entangling. 
themſelves in the Abſurdities of [xfidels. 

The Chineſes, are great admirers of Themſelves, - 
and their Own Nation; believing, that no People 
can ſtand in Competition with them, for Learning, 
Wiſdom and Riches. They have a very contem- 
ptible Idea of all other Countries, witli their Inhabi- 
rants; Eſteeming them, either as Idiot, or 
Monſters. 

This Conceitedneſs, is owing to their Igno- 
rance of the Reſt of the World; for they ſel- 
dom or never, travel beyond the Limits of their 
ovan Empire. 

1 could fay a great deal more of this People; 
but, it will be better for thee, to heat it from 
my Brother, who has been there, and can give 
thee an ample Satisfaction in all Things, relating. 
to that Empire. I have wrote to him, to go and 

4 kiſs the Duſt before thy Feet. If thou makeſt 
Tryal of his Abilities, thou wilt find him im- 
| proved by his Travels, a Man fit for Buſineſs, 
and one in whom thou may'ſt confide; Which is 
a Vertue, never enough to be prized in theſe cor» 
rupt Times. | 
In theſe Things however, mingle thy own Di- 
ſcretion, with the Kindneſs of a Country Man, 
and the Affection of a Friend. 


Paris, 8th. of the 11th, Moon, | 
of: the Year 1649, E 3 LET. 
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LETTER XXII. 
To Cornezan, Baſſa. 


E RE Ovid alive, the Events of this Year 
would afford him Matter for New Fi;or:. 
He would either tell us, that the Goddeſs of I ove 
had ſer a Spell upon Mars, and charm'd him into 
Good Nature; or, that he had drank ſo large 
Draught of Nepent he, as had made him forget his 
Old Trade, of embroiling Mortals in War:. 
However it be, Hymnen ſeems to have the greateſt 
Share in this Year's Actions. For inſtead of Bat- 
tles and Sieges, the Nazarene Princes have been en- 
gag*d in Encounters of a ſofter Character, the 
Gentle Affairs of Love and Marriage 

fn the Firſt Avon, the New King of Poland, 
whom they call John Caffmir, Married the Wi- 
dow of his Deceaſed Brother. In the Ninth, 
the Prince of Hainault, Eſpous'd the Duke of Hol. 
fleins Daughter. And the laſt Moon was Remark. 
able for Two Matches; One of the King of Span 1 
with Anna Maria, the German Emperor's Daughter; 3 
the Other, of the Duke of Mantua, with Iſabella ; 
Clara of Auſtria. 3: 
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Theſe are all bruſhing forwaid in the Crowd 
of the Living; they are buſy in augmenting the * 
Generatiens of Men: Whilſt others of as Hig es 
Blood, are gone to increaſe the Number of the |. 
Dead; being enrolPd among the Ghoſts, and 2 
made Denizons in the Region of Shadows. 9 


The Empreſs of Germany, died in the Fifth Meon. 
The Duke of Braganza, in the Ninth. The Dur- * 
cheſs of Modena, in the Eighth. And a certain 15 
German Prince, whoſe Name I have forgot, died 
in the Mien of Octeber. Beſides theſe, — 
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alſo Arreſted Ofſalmski, the Great Chancellor of 
Poland; Wrangel General of the Swediſh Army; Fre- 
derick, the German Embaſſador at Rome; Ferdinand, 
Elector of Cologne; and the Yice-Roy of Bohemia, 
who was by his Enemies thrown out of a Win- 
dow and his Brains daſh'd out. So that tho' 
Mars may have ſeem'd to lie Dormant this Year, 
yet his Companion in Miſchief, O!d Saturn, has 
been very Active, as the A/trolopers (iy, who at- 
tribute all Events, to the Influx of the Start. 
Some are a'!ſo of Opinion, chat the Eclipſes of the 
Sun and Moon this Year, were Preſages of the 
Death of theſe Great Perſons. They might as 
well plead, That the Daily Ring and Setting of 
thoſe Luminaries, Portended al! the Tragical 
Events that happen'd on Earth; fince it i not 
more Natural for them, to continue Unalterably 
Moving from Eaft to West, than it is for them 
to be Obſcur'd, at certain determin'd Stations, 
in their 1 by 1s:erpoſitions which happen 
of Courſe, 

We are Strangers to the C/renologies of the 
Chineſe and Indian Gentiles, Neither can any good 
Account be now given. of the Ancient Egyptian 
and Mrian Records, They run many Ages back, 
beyond the Common Epos, of the Beginning of 
the World. 

But the whole Syem of Known Hiſtory, re- 
lates but Two  Ex:raordinary or Preternatural 
Changes in the Courſe of the Sun during theſe Six 
Thouſand Years. | 

One, when that L»mizary ſtood ſtill in the Time 
of Jeh:ſhua, General of the Iſraelites, to ſerve 
Ends of Deſtiny, and prolong the Light of the 
Day to a double Proportion, till the Oppoſite 
Army was quite deſtroy'd, and not one of the 
Unc reumeis d could eſcape the Swords of the Vi- 
Cor ous Scns of Jacob. 
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That Day prov'd a long Night to their Aut 
poder, They turn'd themſelves in their Beds, 
when they had ourt-{lept the Uſual Hours ot 

Night, and ſaid in their Hearts, Sure/y the Sun 5 
fallen aſleep, or u Banqueting with the Gods of th: 
Sea. Perhaps Thetis detains him in her Embrace, 
whilſt the Tritons faſten his Slumber; with their ſof- 
teſt Muſick : Or Neptune regales in the Palaces of thr 
Deep. Thus the Diſconſolate Nations argu'd in 
their Chambers. They were alarm'd with Fears 
of Unknown Events. 

Such as dwelt on the Borders of the Earth, and 
were accuſtom'd to mark the conſtant Ebbing and 
Flowirg of the See, admir'd the Delay of the uſu- 
al Tides, and ask'd, Hhat was become of the Moon? 
for that Planet alſo ſtood ſtill with the Sun. 

The Light of their Souls was Eclips'd, and 
their Reaſon labour'd under a greater Datknets 
than that which troubi'd their Eyes. They were 
Ignorant of the Works of Goa; and knew nor, 
tha” the Cele/tia! Orbs Rood ill at the Command 
of the Spirit which formed them, even at the 
Word of the Prophet Inſpir d from Above. 

So in the Days of Hezekiah, King of the Jews, 
the Fun went back in his Circuit, and all the 
Frame of Heaven was Retrograde, to confirm the 
Prophets Good News, when he told the ſick King, 
That Fate had Prolong'd hy Life for Fifteen Years. 
This was in the Days of Merodach Baladan, the 
King of Babylon, who ſent Ambaſſadors to congra- 
tulate Hezekiah's Miraculous Recovery. 

Beſides theſe, nothing has happen'd to the Sun 
or any of the Heavenly Bodies, beyond the Ordi- 
nary Courſe of Natere. A Man may as "well 
Prognoſticate from Cloudy Weather, the Ca la- 
mities of Emperours and Meaner Men, as from the 
Kelipſes of the Sun and Moon: Since the One as well as 


he Other, obſcures the Light of thoſe Heavenly 
Bodies: 
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Bodies: And the Former, quite hides them from 
Us; which is the greater Eclipſe of the Two. 
Let us pray Heaven, to grant us the continual- 


Uſe of our Senſes, and not to Eclipſe the Light of 


our Reaſon; and we need fear no Diſaſters, from 
the Common Appearances of Nature. 


Paris, the 9th. Moon Chaban, 
of. the Near 1649. 


The End. of the Firſt Book. 


E L E T. 


C82 ) 


„* — 


Writ by 
A Spy at Paris. 


TOi. 
BOOK I. 


LR TT 


To Muhammed Eremit, Inhabitant «f 
the Prophetick Cave, in Arabia /e 


Ha PPY: 


Ardon my Importunity, if I this once 

trouble thee with an Addreſs of Scru- 

ples begging thy Counſel in the Affairs 

of my Seul. I ſeem to my ſelf as a 
Traveller loſt in a Wilderneſs of Doubts and 
 Uncertainties, without Guide or Cond: & Not 
that I queſtion the Truth of our Holy Religion, 
or miſtraſt the Au: hor:ty of the Sent of God. Cer- 
rainly, I revere the Book of Glory, whoſe Sacred 
Verficles, are tranſcribed on my Heart. But there 
is wanting to every Man, a particular Conduct 
in 
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in the Intricacies of this Life I have not the, 
Art of applying the General Precept of the Lan 

to my Own Perſonal Occaſions and Neceſſities: 
Infinite Difficulties ariſe from my daily Affairs: 
My Converſation with Infdelrs, and the Duty I 
owe my Great Maſter, entangle my Conſciznce. 

Jam embaraſled on all Hends; and whilſt I ftu- 
dy 5 conſerve Purity, 1 find my ſelf ſtill de- 

led. | 

I am no Heretick, nor in the number of thoſe. 
who are Predeſtinated to be Damn a, for the Inju- 
rious Love they bear to Hai; Tnjurious, I ſay, 
becauſe it derogates from the Honour they owe 
to Omar, Oſman and Ebubecher, the True Suc- 
ceſſors of the Apoſtle of Ged. 

As I firmly believe the Alcoran, fo I give an 
entire Faith to the Book of A nab, or the Agree- 
ment of the Wiſe, with the Writings of the Four 
Principal Imaums, Hanif, Schaſi. Melechi and Ham- 
bell, And I am reſigned to the Sentence of the 
Mufti, as our Father: were of G'd, to the Oraculores 
Determinations of the BAU onin Calif. I Curſe 
the Kyzilbaschi with as much Devotion, as I. 
pray for the health and Felicity of Trae Believerrs 
I ſpit at the Naming of them, who deny the 
Chapter of the Covering, and the Yerficles brought 
down by the Squire of Gabriel, in Honour of the 
Prophet's Wife. 1 never lified up my. Hand againſt 
any who deſcended from the Divine Meſſenger. 
And if in my Paſſion, I have ever Curs'd a Muſ- 
ſulman, I took of the Duſt under his Feet, and: 
laid it on my Lips, before the Shadow of the 
Sun had advanced a Hairs-breadth; and fo I 
hindred the ſwift Recorder of our Words, trom 
Regiſtring the Imprecation. For, that Duſt, I 
believe has Power to blot out the Memorials, of 


our Evil Words and Works. 
When 
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When I meet a Santone, or one of thoſe Di. 
vinely Mad, I put in practice the Leſſon of Or- 
chanes; and honouring the He) Fraztich, I fall 
down and Adore Hrtse in that Contemprible 
Duſguiſe. 

I negle& none of the Purifications, Comman- 
ded by Our Holy-Law- giver ; but rather add thoſe, 
that we Arabians have received by Tradition 
from our Fathers, the Sons of 1ſmael: Yer, I hope, 
in Caſe of Neglect, ſome Indulgence is allowable 
to a Maſſalman, in a Country of Infidels. I ule 
the Wafhing of Abdeft at all Times in my Chamber, 
where no Curious Eye can obſerve my Cleanli- 
neſs; or Suſpicious Apprchenſion, draw Conclu- 
ſions of my being a Mahometan, But I cannot 
thus practiſe the Waſhing of Tuharet; there being 
not ſuch Conveniencies for that Purpoſe in Pars, 
as in Conſtantinople. Vet, I am careful to ſupply 
this Want, by other Methods of Purity ; other- 
wiſe, 1 ſhould be an Abomination to my ſelf. 
There is no Neceſſity, that I ſhould frequent the 
Bath, who never touched a Woman : Yet, I of- 
ten go into the River, taking a Boat with me for 
that End, and cauſing my ſelf to be rowed half 
a League from the City, where in a little Bay or 
Creck, 1 waſh my whole Body, that I Py do 
ſomething beyond the Obligations of the Law, to 
expiate the Involuntary Breaches of my Duty. 
Yer, after all this, I cannot call my ſelf Clean. 

Pray at the Appointed Hours: Or, at leaſt, 
if the Affairs of my Commiſſion hinder me from 
complying with the Law, as to the exact Times. 
of the Day. I atone for that negleQ, by Watching 


the greateſt Part of the Night. And, to the Orar- 


ſem appointed by Authority, I add Super namerary 
Prey:rs of my own, to evidence the Sincerity of. 
my Devolo. 
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I Faſt, and give Alms, according to my Ability. 
I beſtow much Time in Reading and Medita- 
ting on the Alcoran. In a word, I do all that my 
Reaſon tells me is Neceſſary, to render me a good 
Muſſulman ; and yet, I have no Peace in my Mind. 
Methinks, I ſee our Holy Prophet furrowing his 
Brows at-me, and darting angry Looks from his 
Paradiſe. He ſeems to reproach me with Un- 
cleanneſs and Infidelity, By Day my Imaginati- 
on troubles me; and at Night, I am Terrify'd 
with Fearful Dreams. Which makes me con- 
clude, That notwithſtanding all my Obedience 
to the Law, and the ſtricteſt Care I take, to acquit 
my ſelf a Trae Believer, yet I am far ſhort of my 
Aim; and therefore, I number my felf with 
thoſe, with whom God is diſpleaſed. 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the Horror, which 
this Thought- creates in me. I am overwhelmed 
ſometimes with Melancholy and Deſpair. And, 
becauſe I am forc'd to keep my Griet to my ſelf, 
without having the Privilege of Venting it to 
a Boſom Friend, it is ready to burſt my Heart. 

This is my Condition at Certain Seaſons, 
which I eſteem as bad, or worſe, than thoſe who 
are Doom'd to Aaraf. For as they cannot enjoy 
the Felicities of Paradiſe, ſo they are ſecured 
from the Torments of che Damn'd: Whereas, 
for ought I know, my Portion may be in Hel. 
Wilt thou know how I redreſs this Evil Temper - 
of Mind, and what Methcd I take to cure my 
Melancholy ? Receive it not as Flattery, when 
E tell thee, Thou art my Phyſician, and the Idea 


of thy Innocent Life, my Medicine. When I 


have row!'d over Ten Thouſand Thoughts, which 
afford. me no Eaſe or Relief, no ſooner do I fix 
my Contemplation on the Selirary of Mount 
Uriel, bur a ſudden Beam of Light and Comforr, 
glances through my Soul, 1 promiſe my ſelf 


greater 
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greater Satisfaction from thy Advice, than from 
all the Imeums and Meillahs of the Empire. 

Tell me therefore, O Holy and Pious Eremit, 
how I ſhall diſſipate theſe Miſts of Grief and 
Sadneſs, which envelop my Mind and threaten 
to ſuffocate my IntelleCt. | 

If in this Darkneſs and Confuſion, I ſhould 
apply my ſelf to the Diſciples of Alhazan for 
Inſtruction, they will puzzle me with, In- 
tricate Niceties, about the Efence and Unity of 
God: Whereas, I am roo much troubled already, 
with diſtracting Speculations, I ſeek not to dive 
into that which is Incomprehen{ible, but to be in- 
ſtructed in the Plain and Intelligible Way to 
Happineſs, What imports it, whether God be Good 
by his Goodneſs, or by his Eſeuce? This is, to 
throw Met aphyſical Duſt in my Eyes, and ſo leave 
me in a worſe Condition than they found me. 

No better Light, muſt I expect from the Mom- 


ſeonderan: For, if they are ſtci& Obſervers of the 


Law, ſo am I. where the Precepts are applicable 
ro my Condition and Circumſtances But, I 
want a Direction in many Emergencies, for 
which the Alcoran ſeems to have made no Provi- 
fion, but leaves every Man, to the Conduct of 
his own Prudence. And, I muſt confeſs, I dare 
not truſt mine, in all Caies of this Nature. Be- 
fides, inſtead of Interpreting to me in a plain 
Style the Statutes of the Law, they will Confound 
me with High and Uninte!ligible Notions of the 
Divine Attributes, which are ſufficient to dazle 
the Intelle& of the Brighteſt Seraphim. And if 
they could once perſwade me to be zealous for 
their Speculations, I might in Time turn ſuch 
another Religious Pool, as was one of their B.- 
lowers, the Poet Namiſi, who being wrapt in his 

rofound Speculations of the Divine Unity, and 
2 an Imaum pant the dau Sentence, 
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Ged is One, gave him the Lye, and told him, 
That he agg the Divinity, in aſſigning it 
any Attribute, though it were only that which 

expteſſed his Unity For which Impudent Aſſer- 
tion, he was flea'd alive. 

In as bad a Condition ſhould I be, if Task'd 
the Advice of the Muſerin, thoſe Inßaels in Maſ- 
querade, who, under the Diſguiſe of Muſſulmang, 
deny the Being of a Goa, aſſert all Things to come 
by Chance, and live without Hope or Faith of 
Another Life. For, if this were true, that there 

3 were no Reward or Puniſhment of Good or Bad 
* Works, I would either ſoon make my Way to 
15 Earthly Happineſs, by not boggling at any Vice 
# that would conduce to that End; Or, if 1 faiPd 
; in that Attempt, I would not tamely wait for a 
6 Martyrdom from Men, but bravely rid my ſelf of a 
. Life, which was attended with nothing but Miſery. 
Almoſt as bad as theſe, are the Hairet, thoſe 
Mabomet an Scepticks, who dare not truſt their own 
Reaſon, bur are ever Wavering and Irrefalute. 
If I ſhould feek for Inſtruction at their Hands, 
they would anſwer me, God knows beſt what I ought 
1% do, and ſo leave me in the ſame Suſpence as I 
| was before. | 
g Much worſe are the Guaid, thoſe Moroſe Inter- 
g eters of the Law of Mercy, who damn a Man 
irrecovetably to Hell, for committiug one Mortal 
Sin. This is enough to drive all Mankind to 
Deſpair. 
Indeed the Morals of the Sabin pleaſe me, who 
ſeem to be perfect Mahometan Stoicks, aſciibing all 
Events to Deſtiny, and the Influence of the Stars, 
I could willingly embrace the Advice cf Philo- 
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were there no ſuch Prohibition, my own Rea» 

ſon would convince me, that I ought as well to 

Adors the Fire for eng any, and ſerving my 

other Neceſſities, or the Water for quenching. 
my Thirſt and Purifying me, or my own Hands 

for feeding me, as to pay theſe Divine Honours 
to the Celeftial Bodies; ſince the one, as well as 
the other, AR according to their Nature. 

In a Word, of all the Innumerable Sec,, 
into which the Muſſulman Empire is divided, I 
cannot expect entire Satisfaction from any; for 
if they appear Orthodox in ſome Tenet; in others 

are manifeſtly Heretical. Yet, I cangot but 
ſet a higher Value on ſome, than Others, as their 
Dodctrines and Practices approach nearer to Reaſon 
and Truth. For, I am not yet ſuch an Academic, 
as to ask that Mock-Queſtion, What « Truth? 

Doubtleſs, our Fathers knew it, and the Men- 
ger of God was ſent to divulge it on Earth. But, 
if Ignorance, Superſtition and Error have bani- 
ſhed it from Court and Cities, let ns ſeek it in the 
Deſarts. Perhaps we may find this Wanderer 
among the Rocks and Woods; or, tis poſſible 
ſhe has ſheltered her ſelf in ſome Den or Cave, as 
hoping for po Favour from the Wild Beaſts, 
than from the Society of Men. 

If Truth be no where to be found Entire, but 
has divided her ſelf among the Different Religions 
and SeFs in the World, then, rather than mils of 
this Divine Jewel, 1 will ſearch for it in Frag- 
ments, and wharſoever is Rational and Pious in 
any Sec, I will embrace, without concerning my 
ſelf in their Follies and Vices. 

After all, the Munaſibi ſeem to me, the only 
Orthodox and Illuminated of God, who, declining 
the private By-Ways of Schiſmaticks, walk in the 
High Road of Priſtine Juſtice and Piety, follow- 
ing the Steps of the Ancients, and: obeying the 

Traditions 
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Traditions which know no Origin. Among 
theſe, thou appeareſt as another Py:hagoras; con- 
firming them by thy Example in an Innocent 
Life; enduring the utmoſt Severities of Abſti- 
nence, rather than be Guilty of ſhedding the 
Blood of thoſe Creatures, which the Great Lord 
of Ad things Created to enjoy the Herbage of the 
Field, and to partake of the Common Bleſſings of 
Nature, as well as We. 

To thee therefore I have recourſe, as to an 
Oracle. Tell me, O Sacred Sylvias, am I not 
obliged to obey the Inſpirations of my Nature, 
or Better Genius, which tells me, Tis a Butch- 
erly and Inhuman Life, to feed on ſlaughrered 
Animals? Did not all thoſe who aim'd at Perfect i- 
en among the Primitive 1 of the Prophet, 
abſtain from Murdering the Brutes; Tis true, 
the Meſſenger of God, did not poſitively enjoin © 
Abſtinence from Fleſh ; yet he recommended it, as 
a Divine Counſel. And, thoſe to whom he indul- 
ged the Liberty of Eating it, he ty'd up to cer- 
tain Conditions. Do not all the Rel/igiow Orders 
Preach up Abſtinence, both in their Sermons and 
Lives ? I make no longer Doubt, but the Corrup- 
tion of Manners, and Voluptuouſneſs of Men, 
are the Cauſes, that this Ancient Sobriety is now 
diſus'd and (lighted. My own Experience con- 
firms me in this Opinion, who have often attemp- 
ted to live in Ab/t,nence; but by the Force of a 
Voracious Appetite, ſuffered my ſelf to be car- 
ry d back to my old Intemperance. 

Yer, in Eating Fleſh, I have been preciſely 
careful, to obſerve the Prohibitions of our Holy 
Prophet, fo long as it was in my Power. I never 
Knowingly taſted of Blood nor of any Thing firang- 
led or knocked down. But it is Impoſſible for me 
to allure my ſelf of this; or that ail the Fleſh I 
Eat, was Kea, in Pronouncing that Tremendows 

Name 
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Name which gave it Life. Neither could I Once 
eſcape a Neceſſity, of Eating Swine's Hd. 

But, I abominate my ſelf for this Involuntary 
Crime. And, to obviate the like Temptation for 
the Future, I will taſte of Nothing, that has 
Breath'd the Common Air; being inclined to be- 
lieve the Metempſychoſis: Which, if it be true, 1 
wiſh for no greater Happineſs, than that in mv 
next Change, my Sou! may paſs into the Body ot 
the Camel, which fhall carry thee to Mecha. 


Paris, 14th of the 1ſt. Moon, 
of the Year 1650. 


* 


TE. 
To Minezim Aluph, Baſſa. 


MY Intelligence from the Imperial Part, ſome. 
times arrives late; either through the 
Neglect of Kiſur Dramelec, to whom that Care 
is committed, or through the Badneſs of the 
Roads, which many Times are Impaſſable. Be- 
ſides the frequent Stops and Interceptions of the 
Poſt, in this Time of War. Which is the Reaſon, 
do not always hear of the Alteratient at the Se- 
raglie, and the Changes that are made in the Go- 
vernments of the Shining Empire, till many Aeon, 
are pals'd. Who is exalted, or who made Man- 
ſoul, are Things to which Mahmut is for a Time a 
great Stranger. 

Therefore, thou haſt no Reaſon to be cff:nded, 
that I am thus late in ſending to thee my Con- 
gratulatory Addreſs. But reſt confident, that | 
wiſh thee increaſe of Happineſs, like the Sprout ing 
of the Palm. 5 


5 
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As a Mark of my Duty and Affection, I ſhall 
now acquaint thee with News, which, thovgh it 
may ſeem of ſmall Import to the Divan, yet has 
ſtartl'd all Europe. 

It is the Impriſonment of Three of the French 
Princes; not thoſe of the Ordinory Rank, but 
Branches of the Royal Sten, whoſe Names are not 
vnknown in the Seraglio, the Reſidence of Fame. 
They are, the Princes of Conde and Conti, Bro- 
thers, and the Duke of Lenguevilde, Husband to 
their Siſter. They are the Principal Subjects in 
this Nation: all Three, having the Majeſtic Blood 
of the Kings of France, running in their Veins. 

They owe their Confinement to Cardinal Mazs- 
rini, or rather to their own Inartificial Condu&. 
The Prince of Conde is a Paſſionate Man; and has 
never learn'd, how to conceal his Reſentments. 
When he firſt return'd from the Battel of Lens in 
Flanders, whereof I formerly gave an Account, 
the InſurreFion in Paris began. The Prince, 
block'd up the City, and promis'd the Cardinal 
(againſt whom alone all this Storm was rais'd) 
that he wou'd either bring him back in Trium 
to Pari, or die in the Attempt, He perform'd 
his Word; and the Cardinal rode through the 
Streets of Paris, in the ſame Coach with the 
King, Queen and all the Royal Blood after the 
Siege was raisd, and a Peace concluded. And 
the Prince, when he allighted out of rhe Coach, 
addreſs'd himſelf thus to the Cardinal: Now, Sir, 
J eſteem my ſelf the hapoieſt Man in the World, in that 
I have been able to perform my Engagements, in bring- 
ing your Eminence back to Paris; and that by my 
Preſence, the Hatred which the Maltitude have for 
your Perſon, was repreſs? whilſt we paſi'd through 
the Streets. 

This too nearly touch'd the Cardinal. And in- 


deed the Queen, with all the Ret, were * 
that 
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that the Prince had too far over- ſhot himſelf, in 
this laſt Expreſſion. However, the Cardinal re- 
ply'd in a Kind of Modeſty, nor wholly void of 
Choler and Diſdain ; Sir, Du have not only oblig a 
me to that Height h, but have done the Kingdom /s 
confiderable a ſervice in thu Action, That I fear, 
neither their Majeſties nor my ſelf, ſhall be ever in 
State, to make you anſwerable Compenſation. 

Thoſe who ſtood by, and heard theſe inter- 
changeable Diſcourſes, were apt to interpret the 
Firſt for a Reproach, and the Second as a Menace. 
Since it is not uſual for Great Men, to over-value 
the Services they do their King and Country; and 
for Princes, when they cannot duly reward an 
Eminent Performance, to turn their Gratitude 
into Hatred. 

This is certain, that the Prince of Conde has 
greſum'd much, on the Merit of his late Servi 
ces; and, it was not eaſie for the Queen or the 
Cardinal, to invent ſuch Acknowledgmeats as he 
expected. For he imagin d, they ought to deny 
him Nothing, who had ſo often hazarded his 
Life for their Intereſt. 

It was on this Ground. he thought he had a 
Right to interpoſe in a Marriage, which Maza- 
rini deſign'd to make between one of his Njecer, 
and the Duke of Mercœur. | 

This Duke is of a Family, which has been - a 
long Time at Variance with that of the Prince 
of Conde: And therefore, the Prince was jealous 
leſt the Cardinal by the intended March, ſhould 
fortifie his Intereſt among the Prince's Enemies; 
and fo be in a Condition, not to' want his Pro- 
tection; the only Thing he was ambitious ot, 
For cou'd he have once reduc'd the Cardinal to 
this Neceſſity, he himſelf had been ablolute 
Maſter at Court. Therefore, he oppos'd the March, 
with all Vigor and Induſtry. This nettled the 

| | Cardinal. 
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Cardinal. He complains to the Queen, of the 
Prince's Unkindneſs. She intercedes, and uſes 
her utmoſt Endeavours, to reconcile. the Prince 
to this Marriage. But his Brother, the Duke of 
Longueville, had ſo pofſeſs'd the Prince with a 
Jealouſie of the Cardinal's Proceedings, that no 
Arguments cou'd prevail on him, or overcome 
his fix'd Averſion for Mazarini's deſigned Alliance 
with the Houſe of Yendoſme (fo they call the Fami- 
ly, from whence the Duke of Merceur is ſprung) 
He rails at the Cardinal, and lampoons him in all 
Companies. This begets ill Blood in the Supreme 
Miniſter of State, who ſecretly relolves the Prince's 
Ruin, 

In this, his Policy and Malice, exceeded the 
petty Revenges of the Prince; who being of 
a frank, open Heart, contented himſelf 
with Railleries, and Satyrical Expreſſions, 
whilſt the Cardinal conceald his Anger, under 
the - Maſque of extraordinary Civilities; return- 
ing all the Contempts of the Prince, with a Re- 
ſpe&t, which ſeem' d to ſpeak much Aſſection and 
Devoir. 

He has been a long time tampering with a 
Fact in, which goes by the Name of the Fron- 
deurs, Theſe were bis Enemies, not ſo much in 
Hatred of his Perſon, as our of a Zeal to ferve their 
Country, which they imagin'd, was op preſo'd 
under the Conduct of this Miniſter. 

Theſe he has Jarely gain'd over to his Party, by 
repreſenting to them the Prince of Conde, as the 
Author of all thoſe Evils, which they aſcrib'd to 
himſelf: Whilſt at the ſame Time, he perſuaded 
the Prince, that they had ſome Deſign againſt his 
Perſon. Thus he artificially blinded both Parties 
and engag'd them in mutual Revenges; privately 
animating the Frondeurs againſt the Prince, and pro- 
voking the Prince, to ſeek the Ruin of the _ 

Aewrs, 
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deurs. By this Trap, the Prince was inveigl'd to 
conſent, and give Orders for his own 1mpriſonment, 
whilſt he was made to believe, the Arreſt was de- 
ſigned againſt his Enemies; and the People were 
ſatify'd ſince they were perſuaded, the Fadlion 
of the Frondeurs had 1 Hind in the Plot. 

The isch of the Jaſt Moon, the Three Princes 
were taken into Cuſtody, and ſent to a Place, they 
call the Caſtle of the Wood of Yinciennes, ſome 
Leagues from Paris. The tame Day, the Queen 
ſent for the Durcheſs of Longuevilie to come to her; 
but, the wary Dutcheſs, wou'd not put her ſelf 
into a Cage. She immed ately fled in Diſguiſe, to 
a Sea-Town belonging to her Husband. 

"Tis ſaid, the Prince of Cende had Notice given 
him, of his Deſign'd Impriſonment; but that 
he wou'd not eſcape, projecting to himſelf ſome 
greater Advantages, from the Diſcontents of the 
#eople (who now behold him as a Patriot) than 
from a Clandeſtine, or Fugitive Liberty. This 
is certain, his Coach broke on the Road, be- 
tween Pars and Yinciennes; and tis thoughr, his 
Friends might eaſily have reſcu'd him: For, this 
Accident, occaſion'd a Stop of Six Hours in 
their Journey; Time enough to have rais'd a 
Thouſand Men to his relief being only guarded 
by Sixteen Cavaliers, But it ſeems, he courts the 
Cardinals Perſecution, thit, he may have deeper 
Grounds for Revenge. I know not, whether his 
Policy is juſtifiable, or no: But if I were in his 
Circumſtances, I ſhou'd hardly take this Method 
to gratify my Reſentments, which in all Proba- 
bility I ſhou'd not be in a Condition to accompliſh, 
till the Greek Calends, that is, Newer, 


Paris, 4th. of the 2d. Aloen, 
of the Near 1650. 
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To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire. 


H E. De votees among the Franks, talk much 
of the Jubilee that is to be Celebrated this 
Year at Rome They emich their Fancics, with 
the Hopes of I know not what Spiritual Treaſure, 
which the Roman Mufti or Pontiff, will diſtribute 
among the Pilgrins that reſort to Rome, during 
this Holy Year. ; , 
This. as] am told, is Celebrated in Imitation of 
the Sabbatical Near, formerly obſerved by the Jews, 
when they poſſeſs'd the Holy Land, The Hebrew 
Writers, ſuch as Foſephus and others, call That alſo 
the Near of Jubilee Their Cabbalijts, like the Py- 
thagireans, pretended to derive Great Myſteries 
from certain Numbers: And the Number Seven, 
was had in particular Veneration by the Hbrews: 
Therefore they kept every Seventh Day, Week 
and Year, Holy. In the Seventh Year it was not 
Lawfal to till the Ground, plant Vineyards, or ſow 


any Seed And when Seven Times Seven Years. 


were expired, the Year of Jubilee was proclaim'd, 
being always the Fiftieth. They proclaim d fir 
by Trumpets, throughout the whole Country of 
Paleſtine, in the Forty Ninth Year. And the 
Muezins cry'd in the Gates of their Cities and Sy- 
nagegues, at the Beginning of the Jubilee: Let 
'© every Man return this Year to his Own Poſſeſ- 
ion and Tribe, whether he be a Slave or Free, 
ge that has ſold his Houſes or Lands, if he 
© was not before able to redeem them, let him 
* this Year take Poſſeſſion of his Iaheritance. 
He that is become another Man's Slave, and 

neither 
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© neither himſelf nor his Friends can redeem 
& him, let him this Year be diſmiſd, and ſent 
home ro the Family to which he belongs; for 
* henceforth he is Free, by the Indulgence of the 
„% Law. Let no Man ſow the Ground, nor ga- 
ther the Fruits that grow of themſelves this 
* Year. But, let the Earth as well as irs Inhabi- 
% tante, enjoy Liberty and Reſt; for, this is the 
© Year of Grace and Divine Bounty. 

After this manner was the Hebrew Jubilee Pro- 
claim'd, and Obferv'd. And, they ſay, from 
hence aroſe the Cuſtom among the Chriſtian;, 
who, in many Things, may be ſyPFd, the Jews 
Apes. But others ſay, that the preſent Roman 
Jubilee, is deriv'd from the Secular Games, Cele- 
brated by their Pagan Anceſtors; In Regard, 
This was renew'd every Hundred Years at firſt, 
even as thoſe Games were Whence it was, that 
the Cryer in thoſe Days, at the 1ndi&ion of the 
Secular Games, ſaid, Come to the Plays which 
6 no Man Living has yet ſeen, nor ſhall ever ſee 
„again. For, Man's Life being Generally ſo 
Short, they thought it improbable, that any Mor- 
tal ſhould live to ſee this Solemnity repeated 

The Modern Jubilee, was firſt Publiſh'd by 
Boniface IX Biſhop of Rome, in the Year, 1390 of 
the Chriſtians Hegyra. Ar which Time, he pro- 
mis'd Full and Entire Rem:ſfion of Sins, to all who 
ſhould reſort in Pilgrimage to Rome that Year. Af. 
ter him, it was Celebrated every Hundred Year, 
according to his Inſtitution, till the Days of 
Clement VI. Who, at the Inſtance of the Roman 
Citizens, reduc'd it to every Fiftieth Year. Then 
Urban VI, another Pope, reduc'd it to the Thirty 
Third Year. And laſt of all, Paul I. contracted 
the Interval to Five and Twenty Years. Which 
Space of Time, has been obſery'd by all his Suc- 
ceſſirt to this Day. 
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If thou wouldeſt know the Reaſon, why they 
have thus alter'd the Periods; It is for Profit. 
For, in the Year of Jubilee, there is a vaſt Con- 
flux of People, from all Parts of Europe: Who 
bring a far greater Treaſure into the Roman 
Coffers, than they carry away from that City. 
Though the Pope, tts ſaid, is very Liberal of 
that which they call the Treaſure of the Church: 
Which is a certain Fund of Merits, and Superabux- 
dant Graces, left by the Meſſiab and his Saints, in 


the Cuſtody of this Prelate, to ſupply the DefeQts 


and Infirmities of Sinful Men. And they be- 
lieve, 'tis only in his Power, to diſpoſe of this 
Heavenly Wealth to whom he pleaſes. They talk 
alſo of Indulgences and Pardons, whereby the Holy 
Father can redeem Men from all Sin, and the 
Puniſhments that are due to it. And this Won- 
derful Prerogative, they ſay, does not only bene- 
fir the Living, but extends even to the Souls De- 
parted; whom the Pope, according to their Per- 
ſuaſion, can free from the Tormems of Purgatory, 
and at his Pleaſure admit into the Gates of Pa- 

radiſe. 7 | 
We that are Maſſulm aus, cannot declaim againſt 
the Loctrins of Praying for the Dead, ſince it is 
kractis'd by all the Faithful. Neither have we 
reaſon to inveigh againſt Induigences or Releafes 
from Penance. But that the Power of granting 
and diſpenſing theſe Favours, ſhould be only fe- 
polited in the Chriſtian Mufti, will not accord 
with the Faith of a True Believer. We know 
who ſwore by the Hoofs of his Swift and 
Faithful Elborach, which in One Night carry'd him 
a Journey of Six Mons, that from thenceforth 
the Key of Aaraf, or the Place of Priſons, was 
committed to him, Doubtleſs, the Omzipotent 
can transfer his Com, when and to whom he 
pleaſes. If he once gave this Authority, of 
F Remitting 


1 
De 
. 

' 
"BY 
4 

t 1 

- . 

* 
51 
n 

* 5 

" 2 
: a 
. _- 
* 
al 

f 1 

; # 


7 
| 


a Pe . p a th . : _ 
as You oe „ „„ t oa - dhe 2 Ss 


* 4 -- ww Ie Soc 
== — — 


| 


98 Letters Writ by Vol. IV. 


Remitting Sins, to the Meſſiah and Peter his Licw;s. 
nant, does it follow, that all Peter's Succefſors, the 
Califfs of Rome, have retain'd this Privilige! 
There have been many Good Men in that Seat, 
and not a few Wicked: Some Prophets, and ſome 
Magician!: A Catalgue interipers'd with Saints 
Martyrs, Butchers, and Devis. 

Bur tis evident, they forfeited their Authority, 
when they declind from the Truth, from the 
unblamable Profeſſion of the Divine Unity, and 
reſiſted the Meſſenger of Heaven, ſent to correct 
their Errors, reform their Vices, and reduce Man. 
kind to One Law of Purity and Lig ht. 

I write not Partially, nor am I imbitter'd 
againſt the Patriarch of the Romant. He is a Man 
like others, ſubje& to the WiZ of Deſtiny. The 
Babylonian Califfs and thoſe of Zgypr, Succeſſively 
enjoy d the ſame Power, trani{mitred to them 
from the Prophet, who ſeal'd up all the Former 
Diſpenſat ions. Yet in Time through their Sins, 
they for feited their Authority, together with 
their Empire, when the Bright Oſmans Conquer'd 
All Things. Then was the Prophetie Office tranſla. 
ted ro our Mufti, the Guide of thoſe who poſſeſs 
the Sepulchre of Mahomet, To him all the World 
ought to have Recourſe for Solution of their 
Deubts, Direction in their Lives, Alſelution from 
their Sins, and for the Paſſpor: of Immortality, the 
Fefta requir'd of all that enter the Gates of Para- 
aſe. 
Var all Mortals, are Naturally tenacious of 
whatſoever advances their Honour and Intereſt. 
Kings hug Empty Titles, that yield them no Profit. 
And the Roman Biſhaps, are unwilling to acknow- 
ledge themſelves diveſted of the Privileges, which 
were once annexd to that Chair of Peter. They 
ſhew the Keys, the Symbols of a Power, which they 


have loſt. And the Credulous — 66 
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that Heaven and Hell, are Open d and Shut at their 
plesſure. On the Eve of the Meſſiah's Nativity, 
the Preſent Pope Knock'd Three Times with a Goalen 
Hammer, at the Gates of the Principal Moſque in 
Rome. Which were then Open d, to fignitie the 
enſuing Year of Jubilee; when the Chriftans are 
perſuaded that Heaven is open to all that viſic 
Rome, in this Holy Time. 
1 wiſh thee a Life of many Jubilee's. 


Paris, 9th. of the zd. Moon, 
of the Near 1650. 


LATER IF 


To the Flower of High Dignity, the Af 
Magnificent Vizir Azem. 


HEN I firſt heard the News of the 
Troubles that have been at Conſtant inople, the 
D-poſicion of Ma homet, the late Vizer Axem, and the 
Advancement of the Jani xar- Aga to that Dignity, 
I imagind it had been Caſſim Hali. But, it ſeems, 
that Brave Old Soldier, is elevated ro a more Lyfiy 
Station: He has enter d the Immortal Po ors, be- 
ing tranſlzted to an High Seat: For, I underſtand, 
he has his Reſt in Paradiſe. On that Hero, be the 
Mercies of the Supremely. Indulgent : Whilſt I turn 
my feif to thee, his late Succeſſor in that Military 
Hmour, but now the Lieutenant of the Shadow of 
God, I touch the Earth Thrice with my Forehead, 
when I ſalute thee, Great Prince of the YVizers, n 
Token of my Humility and Reverence; and, in 
Remembrance of my Original: That I, who 
am but the Product of 2 a meer Worm, may 
2 not 
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not commit an Indecency, when I addreſs to the 
Bright Image of our Augaſi Emperor, who is the 
Type of the Sun. | 

In ſpeaking to Perſons of thy Immenſe Power, | 
ſtrive equally to ſhun Flattery, and Diſreſpe& , 
endeavouring to deport my ſelf with an Even 
-Courſe, between thoſe Two Extreams, as Mari. 
ners ſteer between Scylla and Charybaw. Theſe 
are dangerous Places in the Sicilian Seas. 

All Europe Celebrates thy Praiſes, and Extols 
thy Juſtice, for Releaſing the Ambaſſador of V. 
nice, Impriſon'd in the 4%. Moon of this Yeur, 
They ſay ſince thy Aſſumption to this Important 
Truſt, the Ottoman Port is Reform'd, and grown 
more Civilizd: (For, the Franks eſteem all the 
Followers of the Propher, who could neither 
Write nor Read, as Barbariant.) 2 
Here is much Talk, abont the Defeat given to 
Our Forces in Hungary» The French ſpare for no 


Encomium's on the Baſſa of Buda, who fought Va- 


liantly, till his Leggs were ſhot off; and then 
caus d himſelf to be carry'd up and down through 
the Army, to encourage his Soldiers. Neithæ 
do they diminiſh the Glory that is due to his Sor, 
who receiv'd his Death, in defending his Fat her 
at what Time the Old Captain was taken Pii- 
toner. 

Bur they blame the Conduct of him who Be. 
ſieg d the fort of Cliſa, in Regard he undertook 
it in the Wrong Seaſon of the Year. The De- 
fect of a General's Judgment in ſuch Caſes, is 
many Times Fatal to an Army. The French are 
the beſt in the World, at ſpying Advantages, and 
the molt dextrous in making Uſe of them. Moſt 
of their Campaigus, are ſpent in their Trenches, 
or in light Skirmiſhes; feldom hazarding a Bat- 
tel, unle(s-on ſome unequal Terms, to their own 
Intz:eſt; and then they never Jer {lip the Oppor- 

tunity. 
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tunty. This commends their Policy, but is no 


z treat Argument of their Courage: For, true Va- 
de x never regards Dangers. 

Adonai the Few, ſends me Word, Ther the 
i F Penctians are put in great Hopes of accommoda- 
'; © ting their Affairs wich the Myferious Divan, fince 
n | the Releaſe of their Bailo: Yer, both they and 
ill the Nazarenes, reſent highly the Strangling of 
e his Interpreter. 


” , They underſtand not the Meaſures of the Sub- 
s |: lime Port, full of Wiſdom and Juſtice; and, that 
. by the Terror of ſuch Examples, the Miniſters of 
the Righteous Throne, ſeek to prevent future Wick; 
84 edneſs. 
1 In theſe W:fern Courts, a little Gold or a great 
Friend, ſhall eaſily palliate and procure a Parden 
r for the Greateſt Crimes. Their Proceſs here, are 
flow in the Execution of Juſtice: Being Stran- 
gers to the Impetuous Orders, and ſwift Perfor- 
| mance practis d in the Eff. Beſides, this Inter- 
 preter ſported himſelf to Deith by the Licentioul- 
Fo neſs of his Tongue. He delighted to play upon 
| £ Majeſty, and with an Inſolent Laſciviouſneſs of 
= Spench, to deceive Him, whoſe high, ſublime and 
remote Intelle&, uſes no other Expreſſions of his 
Wrath, but the Hands of his Mutes. It does not 
| become the Emperor Of the World, to be profuſe in 
Words, as the Chriſtian Princes are, who take 
: great Pains to ſatisfie their Voſals, of the Juſtice 
of their Proceedings. They cannot Condemn 
the Wicked without a Formal Proceſs, wherein 
various Wits ſhew their Skill in canvaſſing the 
Cauſe, which, upon ſincere Evidence, may be 
decided in Two Words. This is the Maſquerade 
of Chriſtian Juſt ice, a meer Trap for Gold, the 
Secret of the Weſtern Lawyers, who enrich them- 
ſe]ves, at the Price of other Mens Folly, and to 
the Diſgrace of the Monarch, who there pretends 
ro Command. F 3 Should 
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Should thoſe Men of Law ſee this Letter, and 
know who wrote it, how would they not Circum. 
ciſe and Flay the minuteſt Daſh of my Pen, t© 
find Arguments of Revenge againſt a Muſſulman ? 

All Men are full of — — and their Oun 
Principles: And the Nazarenes of the Veſt, are ſo 
brimming with them, that there is no Room leſt 

ſor Inſtruction or Amendment. Like the Chine/er, 
they boaſt of their own Science and Wiſdom, e- 
puting allthe Reſt of the World 1gnorant and Blind, 

They are ſo Narrow in their Tenets, fo Dog- 
matical in their Dec:fiens, and fo conceited of A, 
that it is difficult for a Man who has convers'd 
in a free Air, to frame himſelf to their Rules. 

By what I have ſaid, thou may'ſt determine, 
That it is no Eaſie Task for an Arabian Native, 
bred in the Seraglio, to conform himſelf droit, 
to the Humours and Faſhions of France. Yet, | 
curb all the Natural Propenſions of my Bir-, 
Biood and Education, as much as in me lies, that 
I may ſerve the Grand Seignior. I am Incopnito in 
all Reſpects, fave thoſe wherein I cannot be hid. 
And I would change my Maſque a Hundred 
Times over, rather than fail of my Ends. 

What can I fay more to him, who only values 
a Slave for his Deeds? F 

I turn not my Back on thee, Sublime Idea f 
Abſolute Power: but retiring after the moſt Re- F 
ſpeQful Manner of the Za, I make a Thouſand 

beiſances, till the Aut iport has cover d me from 


thy Iuuſtriaus Preſence. 


Paris, 17th. of the 4th. Moen, 
of the Tear 1650, 
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LETTER . 


To Sedrec AV Girawn, Chief Page /f 
| the Treaſury. 


HOU wilt have Reaſon to wonder at a- 

IL Min pretendiag Acquaintance with thee; 
whom thou canſt not remember to have ſeen. 
'Tis from my Brother Peſteliba, thy former 
Maſter, | received the Newsof thy late Preferment, 
who art thy ſelf but Early in Years. Vet no 
Time is Unſeaſonable, to a Man Mature in Ver- 
tue and Wiſdom. 

E knew thee an Infant, in the Arms of thy 
Mother, the Widow of an Arabian Souldier, 
who ſerved my Brother in the Wars of Perſia, 
There appeared then, ſuch Evident Symptoms of- 
thy future Wit and Dexterity, as prompted- 
thy Father's Captain, to take thee into his Pro- 
tection and Care; and thy Mother by her Charms, 
ſoon found away to his Boſom. 

I write not theſe Things to Reproach thee 
with the Meanneſs of thy Birth. Thy Merits equal 
thee with thoſe who are born of Nobles. It is not 
the Cuſtom of the Eaſt, to prefer Men for their 
Parentage, or becauſe they can ſhew the Duſty Sta- 
ture; of their Anceſtors, This is the peculiar Over- 
ſight of the Infidels, to give that Honour to 
Names, and Men of a Noiſy Deſcent, which is only 
due to Vertu e. There are Families in Rome at this 
Day, who boaſt of their Pedigrees, and thit they 


ſpring from the Renowned Hero's, that are Re- 


corded in the Hiſtories of that Empire. But, they 
Glory in their Shame; ſince they are quite dege- 
nerated from the brave Quzalities, which enno- 


bled their Progenitors; and by their ſordid Adti 
F 4 on 
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ons are become a daily Subject for the Deſcants 
of Paſquil. This is an Image in a certain publick 
Place in Rome, to which in the Night- Time, they 
affix the Libeli which they dare not own: A kind 
of dumb Satyr, on the Yices of the Grandees not 
iparing even the Chief Mufii of the Chriſtians, if 
be is Guilty of any Follies, which merit to come 
within the Verge of a Lampoon. 

It was no Contemptible Jeſt, which was in this 
manner put upon the preſent Pope, and one of 
his Nephews, at the latter End of the laſt Year. 
It ſeems, the Good Old Father had advanced this 
Spark, from a poor Ignorant Taylor, to the Dignity 
of a Roman Baron; beſtowing on him Offices, 
which brought him a Revenue, ſufficient to main- 
_ tain his Title and Port. All the Ancient Nobili:y 

were diſguſted at this: And ſome Arch Wag was 
ſet at Work, to ridicule the Pope's ConduQ, and 
the New Barons Honour, Wherefore, on the 
Day which the Naszarenes Celebrate, with Great 
Solemnity, for the Birth Day of Jeſw the Son of 
Mary ; Early in the Morning, the forementioned 
Image, Paſquil, was obſerv'd to be Apparell'd all 
in Raggs. and a very naſty Habit with a Schedule of 
Paper m his Hand, wherein was writ, How now 
Paſquil; what! all in Rags on Chriſsmas- Day? 
(for, ſo they call the Nativity of their Meſſias.) 
And und-rneath was inſcribed this Anſwer: Alas, 
I cannot help it; for my TAYLOR a become 4 
L O R D. 0 ; 

Yer, notwithſtanding the Obſcurity of this Man's 
Birth, and the Meanneſs of his Former Trade, he 
became an Eminent Stateſman, after the Pope had 
exalted him to that Dignity; and lived with an 
Unblemiſnhed Reputation, whilſt he ſaw all or 
moſt of the Ancient Nobility, Paſquilld every 
Day, for their Effeminate Vices. 


By 
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By what I have ſaid, thou may'ſt be aſſured, 
that I have not the leſs Eſteem for thee, becauſe 
thou was not the Son of a Ba; ſince, had thy 
Father liv'd, his Fortune and Courage might 
have promoted him to that Henour, or a Command 
equal ro it; and thou thy ſelf art in a fair Way, 
to ſupply ſome Future Vacancy, in thoſe Great 
Charges of the Empire. 

12 no news at preſent to ſend thee, ſave 
that the Three French Princes, of whoſe Impri- 
fonment I gave an Account to Minex m Alouph, 


are removed by Cardinal Mazarini's Order, fromm 


the Caſtle of Vinciennes, to a Sea-Town call'd Havre 
de-Grace, for fear they ſhould be. reſcued by Mar- 


ſhal Turenne,: who is much Devored to their In- 


tereſt. The Princeſs of Conae, is retired to Beur · 


deaux, a City at this Time in Arms againſt the 
King, having alſo with her the Young Duke of 


Engiein, her Son. 


The Marſhal de la Meilleray, is gone with his 
Army to beſiege this Place; and, tis ſaid, the 
King will ſoon Follow with the Whole Gours. . 
All Things ſeem to portend another Relapſe of 


this State, into the Old Diſorders. | 


But this is not of ſo near a Concern to us that 
are Muſſulmans, as the Quarrels that I hear are 


broach d between the Janizaries and Spabi's. 


They ſay, the whole Orteman Empire, is warp'd . 
this Way and that Way, into Contrary Factions, 


and that the Seraglio it ſelf, is full of different 


Cabals, on the Account of theſe Military Orders.” 


It afflicts me with extream Grief, to receive No- 


thing but ſad News from the Pert, which is, or 
at leaſt ought to be, a Fountain of Joy to the Whole © 
Earth. I pray Heaven avert the Omen ; for it looks 
with an IIl Preſage, when the Champions of the 


Divine Unity, are chus divided againſt themſelyes. 
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If thou wilt take my Advice, enter not thy 
ſelf into the Secret of either Party; but poiſing 
thy Affections with Prudence, ſtand Neuter to all 
Things, but the Grand Seignior's Intereſt. In that 
be as Zealous as thou canſt. As for the Ref, 
wait the Decrees of Deſtiny. 


Paris, 29th. of the 5th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1650. 


L E T SEK - VL 
To the Kaimacham. 


6 Eben Shahenſhoh, the Arabian Philoſopher 
; has faid it, and every Mans Experience 
| confirms ir, That no Human Care can prevent the 
| Accompliſhment of what Heaven has Deecreed, 


There are certain Moments of our Lives, where- 
in Fate delights to mock our Wit and Prudence, 
| to baffle our ſtricteſt Caution, and to ridicule all 
our Conduct; That we may Learn the Leſſon of 
Re/ignation, and not truſt too much to our ſelves. 
When 1 firſt ſaluted the Light of this Morn- 
1 ing Sun, my Spirits were Serene and Joyful: No 
| melancholy Dreams, had left their Black Impreſ- 
| frons on my Mind; no ſadning Thoughts poſ- 
| fels'd my Soul: I awak'd cheerful and ſprightly 
as the Lark. After I had Ador'd the Omniporent, 
and perform'd my Accuſtom'd Holy Things, I be- 
| gan to reflect on my own Happineſs, in that! 
| had ſo many Years ferv'd the Sublime Pore, in this 
f Station, full of Difficulties and Perils, yet by no 
| Misfortune, had ever betray'd the leaſt ſecret of 
my Commiſfton, It pleas d me to think, I 1 
pals 
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paſs'd for Tirw of Moldavia, among the French, 
who are the moſt apprehenſive People in the 
World; and even in the Opinion of Cardinal Ma- 
zareni, Who, like Janus, has more Eyes than 
Two. I Embrac'd my ſelf (if I may ſo ſpeak). 
in the Conceit of my Good Succeſs; concluding, 
I was born under Frtunate Stars, and that no 
Diſaſter could ever hurt me. | 
But I took wrong Meaſures of the Ways of De- 
fi, which are as Untraceable as the Mines. For 
ore Mid-Day, my Sun was gens. ; the Air 
of my Soul rufff'd with Storms and all my 7 
turn'd to Monrning and Sadn/ſs. | 
Wilt thou know the Occaſion of my Grief ? ' 
It was this. In the Year 1645, according to 
the mow of the Nazarenes, I received ſome parti- 
cular Inſtructions from the then Yizir Azem, put- 
ting me in Mind of the Hazards J run in this 
and giving me ſtrict Charge, to beſtow all 
my Letters in a ſecure Place, whether the Tran- 
ſcripts of thoſe I write to the Miniſters of the Port, 
( for I always retain'd a Copy of the Original) or- 
the Diſpatches I receive from thence. 
That Minifter was afraid, leſt I might ſome - 
Time or other be diſcover d; and conſequently, . 
that my Chamber would be ſearch' d. Therefore 
obeying his Hint, I immediately carry'd all my 
Writings to Eliachim the Jew; knowing bi; Houle - 
to be free from any Jealouſy of the State, and that 
the moſt Important Secrets in the World, might 
be there an Age unreveal'd. i192 "BS 
The Letters of my Writing, were enclosd in- 
One Bex, and thoſe which 1 reccived from the 
Iwuincible Port, in Another. And this was my 
Conſtant Cuſtom from thir Time: As oft as 
writ to th: Miniſtert of he D:van, or had pzruy'd 
the Diſparches which c from them, I diſpos d 
of both in proper Places, leaving ell to the Care 
of Eliac him. But, 
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But, neither his Caution nor mine, were ſuffi- 
cient to prevent the 2 of Heaven. It was 
determined Above, That we ſhould loſe ſome of 
ahefe Papers. Eliachim came to me to Day, be- 
fore the Hour of Ulanamiſi, all in Paſſion, aſto- 
ailh'd, raving and ſtaring like a Mad- Man. As 
Hon as he enter'd my Chamber, he tore his Inner 
Veſt, which was of Crimſon Silk, fring'd round 
with _ and cry d, We are un doue, betray d and 
uin d. | 

I prefently thought of my Mriting:; and ask d 
him, Whether they were ſafe. In a Word, be 
told me he had loſt the Box, which contain'd the 
Letters ſent from the Miniſters of the Port to me, 
and that his Slave a Negro, whom he kept in his 
Houſe, was 1 Thon may'ſt imagine, Sage 
Ainifter, that this News put me into no ſmall Con- 
fulion. I preſently ſuſpected, that this Villain of 


2. Negro, had got the Writings, and was gone to 


Cardinal Mazarini with 'em: But then reco]- 
jecting with Cooler Thoughts, That this African 
under ſtood not Arebick, in which Language alone 
Hiachim and 1 us'd to converſe; and, that conſe- 
ney be never could know our Affairs, or read 
be Letters, which might tempt him to ſuch a 
Treaſon, I was at a Loſs what to think of it: Nei- 
ther am I better ſatisfy d now, though I have ru- 
minated on it theſe Twelve Hours. Only J 
think, if Cardinal Mazarini has theſe Papers in his 
Cuſtody,. he would have given Orders before this 
Time, to ſeize the ſuppoſed Tits of Moldavis. 
For, ſome of theſe Lerters rake Notice of my 
having aſſumed. that Name. But I cannot per- 
ceive any. attempt has been made in that Kind, or 
that any Body has been to enquire for me at my 
Lodging. For, I ſer Spies to obſerve, as ſoon as | 
departel thence with Eliachim, which was about 
Noon, We are: cow together in a Friends * 
WaAgre 
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where we ſhall continue till we hear farther of 
this Event. As yet We are in the Dark, and full 
of Fears: But Time, which brings all things to 
Light, will convince us, what we have to truſt to. 
In the mean while, there is little News, ſave a 
Diſcovrſe of a certain Convention at Norembergh, 
and the Great Jubilee which is Celebrated at Rome; 
where they ſay, the Chriftians Chief Mufti, the 
Week before their Beiram, or Eaſter, waſh'd the 
Feet of Twelve Pilgrims; and that Cardinal Ludo- 
vo, entertain'd Nine Thouſand of theſe Devo- 
tees at once, with a very Magnificent Feaſt. They 
fay alſo, That the Pope will get this Year Two 
illions of Sequins, by the Reſort of Pilgrims to 
that City. 

The King of Denmark's Reſident at this Court, 
has receiv'd a Letter, which Ccrtifies him, that 


his Maſter has declard Prince Chriſtian his Son, 


Swcerfſor in the Throne. | 
They ta!k alſo of a Marriage lately Solemniz'd 


between Charles, a German Count, and Charlotte 


iſter to the Lantgrave of Heſſe Caſſel. 

But that which moſt takes up Mens Ears, and 
employs their Tongues and Thoughts, are the 
Civil Wars of this Kingdom; which is all in a 
Flame, by Occaſion of the Impriſonment of the 
Prince of Conde, and his Brothers. The Citizens 
of Pars are very jocund, at the repeated News of 
the King's ill Succeſs: For, they wiſh not well to 
his Ams, whilſt employed againſt the Malecontents. 

IWuftriovs Old Grandee, I wiſh thee the Years 
of Neſtor, and thoſe Calculated by Full Moons of 
Proſperity. But I pray Heaven avert from thee, 
ſome of his Moments; wherein, they fay, he 


Was tormented with the Gout, as I am at this In. 


tant. It is a Pain hardly to be ſupported. 


Paris, 11th of the 6th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1650. LET 
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LETTER VII 
To the ſame. 


the God whom I Adore, and by his Shadow, 

I ſwear, There js no Diſloyalty in Mahmut: 

Yet his Life is full of Temptations and Perils. 

The Bex of Letters I mention'd in my Laſt, is 

irrecoverably gone, and laid up in the Bow- 

els of the Earth; if we may believe the Con- 

feſſion of a Man, every Angle of whoſe Heart 

has been fearch'd with exquifite Torments, even 
to Death. 

Eliachim's Slave, the Negro whom I ſpoke cf, 
miſtook that Box, for one very like it, out of 
which he had often ſeen his Maſter take Jewell: 
For, this is the particular Merchandiſe of that 
Jew. And the Weight of each was not ſo Une- 
qual, as to reQifte his Error. Lucre tempted him, 
and the deſire of Liberty. Whilſt the Darkneſs 
(for he committed the Villiany before Sun-riſing) 
and his own Guilty Fears, conſpir'd to bafflle his 
intended Theft. The Boxes ſtood together (ſo 
Careful was Elzachim of the Sublime Secrets as not 
to venture em in a Place leſs ſecure, than that of 
his Jewel) and the Villain haſty to be gone, and 
confounded for want of Light, took up that where- 
in were the Writings, inſtead of his deſign'd Prey, 
the Jewels, He went direQly into the Fields, 
purpoſing to bury this ſuppoy'd Treaſure in the 
Earth, in ſome p:ivate Face where he might 
take it forth at Diſcretion. Bur fir? opening the 
Box, to ſupply himſelf wich ſuch Stones as he 
thought would be unqueſtionable Pawns for 
Moy, to antw.. preſent Nec eſſities, that ſo 
„* ht he betten provide for his Conceal- 
| ment; 
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ment; he was aſtoniſh'd, and his Heart became 
like Lead, when he found Nothing but Papers, 
full of Characters, to which he was wholly a 


Stranger. A thouſand Reſolutions preſented 


themſelves to him, in that Agony of his Mind, 
and he knew not what to fix on. Sometimes he 
thought to carry the Box back again as he found it; 
and ſince his Deſign had been thus ſtrangely baulk- 
ed to Content himſelf till another Opportu- 
nity. But then he conſider d, *rwas too late to 
return before his Maſter would miſs both his S/ave 
and Box; for the Sun was now far advanced in 
our Hemiſphere, and Eliachim is an early Riſer. 
In a Word, therefore he thought it the ſafeſt 
Way, to bury it in the Ground, as he firſt inten- 
ded had it been the Box of Jewels, and ſo ſhift for 
himſelf. Propoſing to bimſelf this Advantage, 
in hiding the Papers in a ſecure Place, Thar if 
they were of Value, he might at any Time make 
Compoſition with his Maſter, by diſcovering 
where they were. 

All that I have here related, is drawn from his 
own Mouth in the midſt of Tortures, For Elja- 
chim ſoon heard of his Fugitive Negro, who was 
ſeiz'd on the Rode to Lyons by ſome Correſpon- 


dents of this Jew. Who having Intelligence of 


it, took Horſe immediately, and went to the 
Place. He did not think it ſafe to make a pub- 
lick Buſineſs of it, or to atraign him before the 
appointed Judges of the Country; But relying on 
the Juſtice of his Cauſe, and the Right of a Maſter, 
he privately put him to Tertures of divers Kinds, 
in a Houſe where he cou'd command any Thing. 
The ſtout African, at fiſt deny'd that he had 
medl'd with any Bex; laying, he eſcap'd purely 
for the Sake of Liberty, But when a Succeſſion 
of divers Torments had quite: © thrown his Con- 
Nancy, he confeſkd all kat ready related. 
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Eliach im ſtill ſuſpecting worſe, and that he only 
fram'd this as a plauſible Story to be free d from, 
or at leaſt to reſpite the Pains he ſuffered, caus'd 
ſharp Thorns ro be thruſt under the Nails of his 
Fingers and Toes; believing, that the Extremity 
of ſo ſenſible a Pain, wou'd extort the true Se- 
cret from him. But he cou'd get Nothing elſe 
from the poor excruciated Negro, though now al. 
moſt ready to expire, than that he had hid the 
Box under-Ground in a certain Corner of a Field, 
out of the City: To which he knew not how to 


direct Eliachim, but promis'd to ſhew it him, if 


he wou'd carry him alive to Par. | 

This was no hard Task to perform, in the Opi. 
nion of the Few ; it being but a Days-Journey to 
this City, from the Place where they then were. 
But he was deceived in his Hopes; and now all 
the Applications and Cordials they cou'd uſe, 
came too late: For, that very Night, the Negro 
breath'd out his Soul. 

However, when E/iachim came to Paris, he fol- 
low'd the Directions of his dead Slave as well as 
he cou'd, in ſearching every Corner of the Fields 
on that ſide of the City, where this Black had 
been ſeen to go out. But all to no Purpoſe. He 
cou'd find nothing; nor have we any Hopes, ever 
to ſee that Box again. Yet I have many Qualms 
of Fear, leſt ſome Time or other it ſhould come to 
Light, to our Diſadvantage and Ruin. 

I defire thy Inſtructions, Sage Governour of the 
Capital City, how I ſhall Deport my ſelf, if it be 


my Lot to be diſcover d. As to the Remaining. 


Box, which has in it the Tranſcripts of. my own 
, Diſpatches, I hav: taken it it Home to my Lodging. 
Believing it will be as ſafe here, as in the Houfs 


of Eliachim: ſince that faithful Few, is no more 


exempted from Contingencies, than my ſelf: And 
L have no Servant to betray me. 


, This 
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This Kingdom abounds at preſent in Treaſons 
and Rebellions. The French ſpare not to maſlacre 
one another, for the Sake of a Paſſion: While 


the Spaniards make their Advantages of theſe In- 


teſtine Feuds. For under Pretence of aſſiſting 
the Princes of the Blooa, they get Footing in Picar- 
ay, from whence it will not be eaſy to expel 
them. Leopold, Arch-Duke of Auſtria, is at he 
Head of the Spaniſh Army ; and has taken ſeveral 
Towns, belonging to the French King. 

When the Quarrels of theſe I»fidels will end, 
I am am not ſollicitous ; my Thoughts being ever 
taken up, in the Service which I owe to the Em- 
pire of True Believers, | 

I cannot bid thee Adieu, Illuſtrious Kaimacham 
till I have aſſur'd thee, I am macerated with Zeal 
for the Grand Seignior. | 


Paris, 23d. of the th. Mon 
of the ear 1650, 


LETTER VI 


To Solyman Kuflir Aga, Prince of the 
| Black Eunuchs. 


Frer I had perus'd thy Diſpatch, wherewith 
thou haſt honoured thy Slave Mahmut: as [ 

was full of Joy for the continued Demonſtrations 
of thy Friendſhip and Protection, ſo my Breaft 
conceiv'd an Indignation at the Affront, which 
has been offer'd to the Sublime Port by the Cham 
of the Tartars, in preſuming to demand the Ture- 
lage of our Auguſt Emperor. It is an Indignity to 
the Miniſters of Supreme Fuſtice and Honour, 4 
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of the Imperial Divan, to whom is committed the 
Cognizance of all Human Events; The IIluſtri- 
ous Hirt, who manage the Aﬀeirs of the Mighty 
and Invincible Sultan Mahomet, whoſe Throne may 
God fortify, till the Moon ſhall no more appear in 
the Heavens. | 

Thoſe People have been ever thirſty of Rule, 
and 'tis number'd among the Vertues of their 
Anceſtort, that they enlarg'd their Dominions by 
the keen Edge of their Swords. But in all the 
Regifters and Archive; of the Empire, it has not 
been found, that any of that Nation challeng'd a 
Right to Govern our Sultan though during their 
Minority. It is ſufficient, That they ſhall have 
the Honour (according to the AncientCapitulations) 
ro ſucceed in the Throne of the Oſman Princes, if 
ever that Sacred Line ſhou'd be extintt. Which 
God avert, till the Final Conſummat ion. 

It is a Wonder, they demanded not alſo his Roy. 
Brothers, the other Sons of Sultan Ibrahim; 
that ſo they might at one blow, cut off the whole 
Oſman Race, and take Poſſeſſion of the Vacant 
Throne. 

I have not heard any thing theſe many Moons, 
what is become of thoſe High. born Infants; whether 
they are alive, or ſacrific'd to the Jealouſie of 
the Sultan, as has been the Cuſtom. Here are 
various flying Reports concerning them. Some 
ſay, that thou ha convey's away Sultan A. hmet, 
and that he is privately Educated in the Houſe of 
a certain Georgian. The Bleſing of Mahomer be 
upon thee, and refreſh thy Heart, if thou haſt 
taken this Care to preſerve the Life of an Oſman 
Prince, which is more precious than a Hundred 
Thouſand of Common Birth. 

As for Solyman and the Reſt of that Sublime 
Race, the French give em over for loſt; And I can- 


not contradict em, for want of true Intelligence. 
Beſides, 
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Beſides, I have Reaſon to fear it is too true: In 
Regard it has been the cruel Praftice of all, or 
moſt of our late Emperors either to ſlaughter their 
Brethren as ſoon as they aſcended the Throne, or 
to put em to a more lingring Death and Martyr- 
dom in a Priſon. 

"Tis true indeed, our preſent Sovereign is not 
yet arrivd to thoſe Years, wherein Children 
commonly looſe their Native Innocence. I be- 
lieve, be ſuſpects none of his Brethren, nor har- 
bours any unkind Thoughts againſt their Lives. 
Yet Cruelty may be inſinuated into his Tender 
Years, by the Artifices of his Mother ; eſpecially 
againſt thoſe of his Father's Blood, thar did not al- 
fo partake of hers, For Saltan Ibrahim, thou 
know'ſt, had Children by other Women, beſide 
the Sultans Falede. 0 
: The Malteſes think they have one of theſe Royal 
L Infants in their Poſſeſſion: Thou knoweſt the 
: whole Story of thy Predecefor's Voyage toward 
Egypt with his Beautiful Slave and her Son, whom 
theſe Infidels honour as the Of-/pring of the Grand 
Seignior. Thou art not Ignorant alſo, that this 
Infant, with his Morher were Baniſh'd out of Jea- 
louſie, by the Order of Her who bore in her 
Womb Sultan Mahomet, our Glorious Sovereign. 
The Remembrance of which makes me tremble, 
for the ſake of the Young Princes, if there be any 
yet remaining alive. It is in thy Power to cer- | 
tify me, and in doing ſo thou wilt rid me of 
much Anxiety. 

I am but a Slave of the Slaves who ſerve the 
Grand Signior; and it is not decent for me to deſcant 
on the Actions of our moſt Abſolute Monarch, whoſe 
Will is net to be controul'd. But I am till a a 
Man, and have ſome Share of Humanity and 
Reaſon. Thou alſo art my particular Friend, 


and wilt permit me to diſcourſe with TR 
; | as 
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Was it not a Bloody Rat, to which our King's 
Great Grandfather , Mahomer III. invited Nin:- 
teen of his Brethren, on the Day of his Inaugura- 
tion? Was it not a cruel Act, to cauſe thoſe Royal 
Gueſt;, in whoſe Veins ran the Blood of his Own 
Father, to be ftrangled, before they departed from 
his Table? No leſs Inhuman was it of Mahomer, 
the late Yizir Atem to guide the Hand of this our 
Preſent Sovereign, when but Six Years Old, and 
incapable of knowing what he did, to ſign a 
Warrant for the Execution of his Father. Well 
may the Nazarene call us Barbarians, when they 
contemplate the Empire of the Muſſulm ani, ſuppor- 
ted by ſuch Unnatural Methods. 
_ Thou that haſt the Superlative Honour, of be 
ing the Immediate Guard ian of our Young Empe- 
row, wilt pardon the Li I take, Aſcrihe all 
to the Force of my Zeal and Loyalty. Thou art 
Valiant and Wiſe. Protect thy Charge, as the 
Cn of thine Eyes, which thou wilt not ſuffer 
to be hurt by the Daſt of the Streets. 


Paris, 14th. of the 10th, Moon, 
of the Year 16 50. 


— * _ 


LETTER IX. 
To Dgnet Oglou, 


Prone all my Philoſophy, I have not 
Command enough of my Paſſion, ro con- 
ecal it from thee, who haſt always been the Par- 
taker of my unequal Fortunes. Whatever Mag- 
nagimity of Spirit I pretended to formerly in my 


Sickneſs, tis at preſent overcome by the _ * 
aſe, 
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Eaſe. At that Time, I remember, ſome Stoical 
Conſiderations made me induſtriouſly hide from 
thee the tormenting Pains I felt. I endeavoured to 
diſguiſe my Sufferings, and to paint my Miſery in 
ſuch Colours, that it could hardly be diſtinguiſhed 
from Happineſs. But now I have got Courage 
enough, to hide from thee my Fears and Appre- 
henſions: And all Seneca's Morals, are too little to 
hinder me, from complaining of the Uncertainty 
that we daily experience in Human Affairs. This 
is a Theme ſo Popular, that were not my particu- 
lar Mis for tunes very preſſing, twould make me 
ſick to ſay any Thing on a Subject, that has been 
in every Man's Mouth, fince the Time that our 
Firſt Father appear'd among the Trees, Therefore 
thou may'ſt be aſſured, I am not going about te 
make a Declamatton, or play the Orator; to expa- 
tiate and make large Deſcants, on the Inſtability 
of a Things. What | have to ſay, referrs to my 
| ſelf, and no body elſe, fave to thoſe who are the 
Occaſion of my Melancholy. 
In the 1oth. Moen of the lat. Year, | ſent a 
Letter to Kenan Baſſa, the New Haſnadar-Baſſy. 1 
have a Copy of it by me, as I always retain of Nhat. 
ever Diſpatches I ſend to the Sublime Port, whe- 
ther to the Publick Miniflers; or my Private 

Friends, ; 
I have perus' d this Letter ſeveral Times within 
theſe Eight and Forty Hours, and can find no 
juſt Ground of Offence, which that Grandee cou'd 
rake thereat : * Unleſs he was angry with me, for 
deſiring him to be careful in tranſmitting my 
Money. As for the Reſt, I only obey d the par- 
ticular Inſtrugions, I receiv'd from Mahomer the 
late Nzir Azem: Who commanded me not to 
ſpare the Greateſt Miniſter of the Port, it I had | 
reaſon either to counlel or to reprehend him, 
For, ſaid he in his Letter, To 5h End art thou pla”d 
41 
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at ſuch a Diſiance, that beſides the Service thou aft 
our Sovereign in diſcloſing the Secrets of the Infidels, 
thou mayſt alſo be free to write, whatever thou think. 
eft will conduce to hy Intereſt without ſtanding in 
Fear of the Revenge of the Gran lee. Theſe were 
the very Words, of the Prime Miniſter of the O:. 
roman EmHre. 

Now I only told him of ſome Miſcarriages in 
his Predeceſſors, warning him to be wary in his 
Station. Either. he was offended at this Freedom 


I took, or becauſe I preſum'd to adviſe him how 


to order my Bit. Be it which it will, I have a 
ſevere Reprimand from the Reis Effendi, whom | 
have the greateſt Reaſon in the World, to eſteem 
my Friend. 

It wou'd never have vex'd me, had he wrote 
plainly, and not diſguiſed his Sentiments. But 
all was obſcure, ſaving One blunt Expreſſion, 
which convinc'd me, That the real Ground of 
all this Anger was my, Letter to Kenan, wherein 
I deſit'd his Care as to my Money. 

Can that Miniſter blame me, for being appre- 
henſive of Want in a Foreign Country, a Re- 
gion of Infitels, where I have no other Commerce, 
but with Courtiers and Strangers; where if 1 
ſhould be in the leaſt ſuſpected, they wou'd pre- 
ſently put me in Priſon which won'd hazard a 
Diſcovery of the Sublime Secrets? Does he not 
know, That Money commands all Things; and 
that the Greateſt Potentates, obey the Power of 
Gold ? It cannot be imagin'd, but that a Man in 
my Poſt, has a Thouſand preſſing Occafions for 
Money, which 'tis troubleſom to expreſs. And 
I have had very wrong Notions of my Employment, 
if I deſerve on this Account, to be reprov'd 
and threatn'd with ſuch Politick Circumlocuti- 
ons: For, the Secretary charges me with Un- 
willingneſs to continue in the Service of the Ever- 

Hap? 
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Happy Port: As if he thought my Fidelity were 
corrupted, or that I had an Inclination to the 


Nazarene Intereſt 


tell thee, my Dguct, Perf I ever abhorr'd. 
This'appe-rs to me the moſt terrible and odious 
of all Vices. I cou'd bear the Guilt and Re- 
proach of a great many Crimes, which have leſs 
of Malice in their Conſtitution. I am not aſha- 
med ot many Venial Frailries, which I daily 
commit, though t!:2 Law is ſevere 2gainſt them. 
But,cou'd any Man accuſe me of Wilful Treachery, 
and Ingratitude, I wou'd pray inſtantly, That 
the Luminaries of Heaven might be extinguiſh'd, 
and that no Terrene Subſtance, might henceforth 
have in it the laſt Porential Light: That ſo I. 
might neither be capable of ſecing my ſelf, or 
of being expos'd to the Eyes of others. And 
the better to eſcape the Confuſion, which wou'd 
attend that Horrid Guilt, I would not only avoid 
Human Society, bur if it wete poſſible, I wou'd 
run away from my ſelf. 

After all this, methinks ſuch a Temper need 
not be ſuſpected, as averſe from the Intereſt, to 
which he has ſo folemnly ſworn. 

I wou'd not have troubled thee with the News 
of any other Affliction; but, to be ſuſpected of 
what I never was Guilty of and to be menac'd in 
dark Myſterious Terms, not by an Enemy, but 
by my Friend, and one who has in his Keeping 
the Immortal Records of, my Zeal and Integrity; 
Tais cuts me to the Heart. And I had no other 
Way to eaſe my ſelf, but by venting my Anguith 
ro thee, 

If any of the Minifters will charge me with Weak- 
neſs, or want of Ability to act in this Scatien, I 
ſhould have no Reaſon to repine: Since none of 


them can think ſo meanly of Mahmut, as he daes 


of himſelf, I boaſt of Nothing, but a Loyalty 
to 
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wt my Truſt, incapable of being corrup- 
red. 

But I forget that I am a Mufulman, and there- 
fore ought to be reſign'd to the Mil of Heaven in 
all Things, without Complaint or Murmur. 
Beſides I am infinitely oblig'd, in many Regards, 
to the Reis Efendi; and therefore, he may be 
allow'd to take his own Advantages. Perhaps his 
Reproofs may be Juſt, and tis my own Peeviſh- 
neſs that hinders me from yy nas | it. How- 
ever, I cou'd with he wou'd henceforth expreſs 
his Reſentments with leſs Obſcurity, and not 
give me Grounds to apprehend the Loſs of his 

For, where once love, I hate a Change. And 
if thou beeſt of the ſame Mind, we Two ſhall 
continue our Friendſhip, to the Other Side of the 
Grave. 


Paris, zoth of the 11th. Moon, 
of the Nar 1650, 


ä — 


LS I TERA. 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire. 


T* thou wilt permit me to lern Something from 
tlusbana men, They fay, tis not profitable to 
plow the Fields whoſe barren Glebe brings forth 
Nothing but Briars and Thorns. Such are the 
Grounds of Pafſion and Anger among Friends. 
Let em lie Fallow for ever. Perhaps, thou wil: 
call it Preſumption in me, to challenge ſuch a Re- 


lation between us. Or, if thou owneſt the Title 
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of a Friend, thou wilt claim a Right to reprove 
me. Be it how ir will, Reproofs make the beſt 
Impreſſion when they are given with Mildneſs 
and Moderation. Eſpecially they ought not to 
be founded on a Miſtake, or falſe Apprehenſion. 
For they appear like Arrows diſcharg'd in the 
Dark, which being ſhot at Random, may, by gi- 
ving an undzſerved Wound, make an Enemy 
of a Friend, or at leaſt render a Friend ſuſpetted 
to be an Enemy. 

But [ tell thee, I will not blow up the Embers 
of a Fire, whole Flame is extinguiſh'd long ago, 
and whereof by this Time, I hope, there re- 
mains not the leaſt Smoak, I never lov'd to add 
Puel in ſuch Caſes: Otherwiſe had I return'd an 
Anſwer to thy angry Letter, in the Heat of my 
Reſentments, I might have play'd the Incendiary : 
For I had both Matter enough, and Paſſion ſuffici- 
ent, to ventilate the already kindled Sparks. And, 
of this, | know thou art ſenſible. | 

Well! to make the beſt Conſtruction of it: 
The Ha/nadarbaſſy was afftonted, I believe, at the 
Freedom I took in adviſing him; not knowing 
that I had Poſitive Orders to do ſo, even to the 
Firſt Minifter of State, if I ſaw Occaſion. And 
to vent his Choler, he miſ-repreſented tlie Buſi- 
neſs to thee, hoping by thy Means, to awe me 
into a fawning Acknowledgment of my ſuppoſed 
Crime. If chis was thy Intention in writing that 
ſharp Letter, I fmile at his Miſtake ; but am ſorry 
for thine, becauſe I eſteem thee my Friend. 
'Twas but an Overſight in you both; and ſo let 
it paſs. | 

Tay Friendſhip I court, and refuſe not his, not 
that of any Officer of the Seraglio. I honour all 
the Baſſz's and Miniſters of the Imperial Port : 
ſhew to every one the Reſpect that is due to hi; 
Quality: Rut I am commanded to write with 
G Freei-m 
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Freedom to all, and nor to ſpeak, as if I had the 
Bearded Head of a Barley Stalk on my Tongue, 
which is apt to flip down a Man's Throat, and 
threatens to choak him that ſpeaks whilſt it is in 
his Mouth. This Charge I firſt receiv'd from 
the late Vizir Axem Mahomet, and it has been 
ſince renew'd with freſh Inſt ructions from other; 
of Great Authority, They all tell me with much 
Aſſurance, That one chief End of my being 
plac'd here is, that being ou- of the Limit: cf 
the Ottoman Empire, yet holding a conſlant 
Intelligence, I may freely and without Pear, 
reprove the Vices and encourage the Vertucs 
of the Greateſt Gowernours and Princes among 
the Mu ſulm ant. Nay, I am threat'ned with Pu- 
niſhment and rhe Sultan's Diſpleaſure, if I neg! 
any Opportunity of this Nature, or appear Partial 
and Timorous in my Reprehenſions. | 
Far, it ſeems, this is judged the moſt ready 
and effectual Method, to reform the Corruption; 
that are crept into Court, Camp and City : Since 
every Man is oblig'd to communicate the Letters 
which he receives from me: And they are all 
Regiſired by thy Care: Whereby the Grande: are 
compell'd, either to live within the Limits of 
Juſtice, and their Duty, or elſe to be the Diſco- 
verers of their own Faults: Which will unavoid- 
ably bring them into Diſgrace, if not the Loſs of 
their Liberty and Lives; or at leaſt put them to tle 
Expence of coſtly Preſents, to make their Aton 
ment. And thou knoweſt, ſome Men would 
moſt as willingly part with their Lives, as che 

Money, which is their God, | 
After all this, I hope thou wilt not be diſp'er- 
ſed, if I perform my Duty. It is not for qe to 
be frighted with Menaces, or ſoſtned with Bribes, 
My Integrity is Proof againſt the Pride of th: 
one, and Baſeneſs of the other. Let I have 3 
elteem 


- 
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eſteem for the Treaſurer and thee, with other M:- 


'niſters who are my Friends. I could, to ſerve 


ſuch, freely hazard my Liberty, Fortune and any 
Thing but my Honour, which I value at a fac 
higher Rate than my Life. 

Thou may'ſt Regiſter it for a Truth, That an 
Engliſh Embaſſador was in the 6th. Moon of this 
Year, murther'd by Vilain, in his Chamber at 
Madrid, the Capital City of Spain. There has been 
a!ſo a Great Battle fought in Scotland, between 
the Army of that Nation, who maintain their 
King's Intereſt, and the Forces of the New Eng- 
liſh Common wealth; wherein the Latter obtain'd a 
Signal Victory, having kil'd Three Thouſand on 
the Spor, taken Nine Thouſand Priſoners, Fit- 


teen Thouſand Arms, Two Hundred Enfigns, 


and all rheir Cannon and Baggage. Thele are 
Proſperous Beginnings of that Republick, and 
redound much to the Honour of the Engliſh Gene- 
rel Oliver, whom every Body extols for a Gallant 
Man. And I can afſure thee the W:fern Nations ate 
not barren of Hero's. 

Principal Scribe of the Muſſulmans, I wilh thy 
Heart may be a Tranſcript of the Beſt Copies, 


Paris, 1ſt. of the 12th. Moon 
of the Tear 1650. 
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LE IS RAT. 


To Solyman Aga, Principal Chamber. 
lain of the Womens Apartments in the 
Seraglio, 


| T HESE Tartart, of whom I ſpake to the: 

in my laſt, are a Strange Sort ef People in 
their Manner of Life. But we muſt not cenſurz 
'em, becauſe we are of Kin. I ſpeak not of my 
ſelf: For, though I am an Arab, yet the greateſt 
part of thoſe who ſerve in the Armies of che 
Grand Seiguier, are deſcended from the Crims. I 
mean, the Spabi's and Timariots, Thou know'(t 
the Originals of theſe Military Oraers, and that they 
are more Honourable than the Janixaries; who 
being Strangers by Blood, are brought up to the 
Lure of the Seraglio. They know neither Father 
nor Mother, (I ſpeak of the Tributary Youths ) 
nor have they any Partial Fondneſs for their Na- 
ive Country, They are Educated in a perfect Re- 
fig nation to the Grand Seignier, and his Chief Mini- 
fers: Yer often diſobey both, and not ſeldom put 
*m in Hazard of their Lives. How many Vir, 
have been ſacrificed to acunning Janixar- Aga; who, 
to prevent his own Ruin, has tempted thoſe un- 
der his Command to Mutiny, and accept of no 
Atcnement for their pretended (Gr evances leſs than 
the Life of the Firſt Deputy? Tune Rigid Fate of 
Sultan Oſman, Uncle to our preſent Sowereigy, 
will not be forgot by thoſe who love the Or:oman 
Family better than theſe Baſtard Hefors, Shall the 
Empire of True Believers, be ruin'd by the Rene- 
gades? Beſid es, their Diſciplin? is extreamly cor- 


rupted; they marry, and follow Mechanick Trades, 


repugnant to the Auſter: Manners of the Pri- 
| | mitive 
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mitive Guards, who were wholly attentive to 
Martial Exerciſes. 

Were this to come to the Hands of a Fanizary, 
he would curſe me to the Pains which have nei- 
ther Medium nor End. Yet I hid once a Friend 
of that Order, Caſim Hali, the Chief Aga, a brave 
Man, and of the ſame Sentiments as my ſelf. 
He ſought to reform that Diſorderly Militia, bur 
was oppos'd by the Wiſe Men in Power. He won d 
freely have ſacrific'd his own Grandeur and Inte- 
reſt, for the Good of the Myſnlman Empire; bus 
was over-aw'd by thoſe, who had no other Inte- 
reſt, but in its Ruin 

Thou know'ſt who I mean: Ne'ther am I a 
Stranger to the Heroick Bravery of the Faithful 
Solyman, when he bearded the Bofangi Aga on that 
Account. That Gardener was of th: Faden, being 
the Son of a Janizary, and traind up in all the 
Practices of the Seditiow. It makes me aſham'd, 
when I hear the Ide upbraid the eſt of ths 
Wiſe, the Supreme Menarch on Earth wih Feoliy, 
for permitting this Inſolent and Mutinous Selafery 
to continue in the Empire. And 1 tremble to 
think, That one Time or other, the Renown d 
OF Spring of Ertogriel, will owe its Ruin and Ca- 
taſtrophe, to theſe Diſloyal Vpers, whom it cheri- 
ſhes in the Seraglio 

Much more aſſur'd is the French King, of his 
Guards of Switzers; whoſe Fidelity was never 
ſtain'd, with the leaſt Infamous Brand of Perfidi- 
Ouſneſs, in taking up Arms againſt their Maſter 
whoſe Bread they eat. "Theſe ale Mercenary Sol- 
diers, who travel out of their Native Country, to 
ſerve Foreign Princes; and will ſhed the laſt drop 
of their Blood, rather than betray their Truſt. 
Therefore they are admitted into the Palaces, and 
nigh the Bed-Chambers of the Pope and the King 
of France, with full Confidence of their Valour 
and Integrity. EE G 3 As 
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As for. their Country, it is barren and poor, 
conſiſting chiefly of Rocks and Deſarts: Which 
occaſions the Youth, who are generally very 
ſtrong and hardy, to ſeck their Subſiſtence Abroad, 
by ſerving in the Guards and Armies of Negh- 
bouring Monarchs and States. 

Some Regiments of the Switzers, now ſerve 
in the Wars of Candy under the Standard of Venice, 

There are Veſſels arriv'd lately in ſome of the 
French Ilarbouts, which bring News of the III 
Succeſs of our Arms in the Siege of Candia, the 
Chief City of that Hand. They talk, as if above 
Two Thouſand Muſulmans were blown up in 
the Ninth Meen; and that Cbaſaein Baſſa, diſcou- 
reg'd by this Loſs and with the Inconveniences 
of the approaching Winter, was forc'd to raiſe the 
S1rpe, in the Meon of October. | 

The French magnify'd the Valour of the Knig/:'; 
cf Malta, who ſignalizd themſelves by many 
Brave Actions, during this Siege. And if all 
bc tit, that is related of theſe Chriſtian Cham- 
peng, ue carnot in common Juſtice deny 'em 
tl cir dus Character, and number ſome of them at 
I: ft among the Hero's. 

Otherwiſe, we ſhou'd come ſhort of theſe 
tern Nazarenes in Gencroſity, who with no leſs 
hor oureble Expreſſions, extol the repeated Cou- 
rage, and invincible Conftancy of the IIluſtri- 
ous Chuſaein, and the Alacrity of all the Mu- 
man $1idiers, in the Setvice of our Great Maſter. 

Let they cannot forbear reflecting on the Cow- 
ardice of the Fanizaries; who, after that fatal 
Blow, had they ſtoutly maintain'd their other Poſts, 
that Brave Baſſa wou'd not fo ſoon have quitted 
the Siege of this Important Place. 

As for other News, I have little to acquaint 
thee with, ſave a ſeeming Calm at preſent in this 


Kingdom of France, waich has tor the 1 8 
alt 
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Part of the Year, been haraſs'd with Civil Diſcords 
and S aughters. Bourdeaux, the Chief City, which 
held out againſt the King, is now reduc'd to Obe- 
dience, the pacify'd Monarch retired, and there is 
an Appearance of Peace. 

The Queen of Sweden, we hear, was ſolemnly 
Crowned in the Tenth Moon of the laſt Year, hav- 
ing declar'd for her Succeſſor, Carolus Guſta vus, 
Prince- Palatine, and her Couſin. | 

In the ſame Moon, died the Prince of Orange; 
and ſoon after, the Count 4 Avaux, a French Gran- 
dee, and Miniſter of State. 

In the mean Time, I rejoice to hear, that my 
old Friends are alive and Flouriſhing z and, that 
the Knot is not looſened, which was tyed in our 
But hb. May it continue firm, to the Day of the 
Ear:hquake, and to a Term Unlimited, 


Paris, the 29th. of the 1ſt. Moon, 
of the Nar 1651. 


LETTER XII. 


To Kiſur Dramelec, Secretary ef the 
Nazarene Affairs at the Port. 


N the Name of God and his Prophet, what Oc. 
caſion hadſt thou to ſend me ſuch an angry 
Le ter; Thou that art thy ſelf but a S/, as | 
am, to the Slaves of hin, whole Throne 13 above 
the Flight of the E:gle! Doſt thou think to 
frighten Mabmut into a ſordid Compliance: with 
thy Ambitior, whom Nothing can terrify, fo 
long as he preſerves himſelf free from any Stain 
of Diſtoyalty? I tell thee, I'm another Achides 
Inrulnerable all over, ſave the Soles of my Fee?, 
G 4 which 
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which are the Emblems of our moſt tender A: 
ens. There thou may'ſt wound me, with the (6% 
Arrows of pretended Friendſhip. Bur if ogg. 
thou appeareft, with the Naked Face of an En. 
my, I'm preſently on my Guard. 

Thou accuſeſt me of many Crimes, whereof 
] was never Guilty, loadeſt me with a Thovſ:nd 
undeſerved Reproaches, and all to vent thy Cho- 
ler: Threatning me with Revenge, becauſe 1 
once excus'd the Lateneſs of my Addteſs to Mine- 
zim Aluph Baſſa, then newly Veſted by our Mun:. 
ficent Sultan, by laying the Blame on the Badneſs 
of the Ways, or the Inſolence of Soldiers by 
whom the Poſts are often intercepted in Time of 
War: or, in Fine, on thy Neglect in not ſupply- 
ing me with more eariy Intelligence. Wheren 
'tis eaſy to diſcern, That thou wert the laſt I 
u ou'd accuſe to that Miniſter, though thou wert 
Principally in the Fault. For 1 was aftzr- 
wards inform'd, that the Poſts were neither retar- 
dd by any Inpaſſable Roads, or lopp'dby the Or- 
de of Military Men., but arriv'd here at their ac- 
coſtom'd Seaſons, Wherefore thou haſt no Rea- 
ion to be cffended at me, unleſs it be for the 
S hortnels ef my Accuſation, and that it was de- 
ſective in Malice. 

Thou wouldſt take it ill, if in my own Defence 
I ſhould complain to the Yizir Azem, of thy free- 
quent Negle&s in this Kind. But I ſcorn to vin- 
dicate my ſelf, at the Price of another Man's 
Diſgrace and Peril, Only I adviſe thee, to 
for1bear threatning. It is a Reflection on thy 
Prudence, to Menace a Man who has no other 
Reſentments of thy Paſſion, than to own himlclt 
oblig'd to thee, for ſo open a Diſcovery of it. 
Wouldſt have the very Spleeen of my Humour? 
I ſmile at thee. Thou haſt made me as Jocund as 


Democritus, If thou know'ſt not who I 2 * 
5 
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He was a pleaſant fort of a Philoſopher,to whom ail 
Human Actions, were Objects of Mirth. Thee 
was another whining Sage, that perpetually wepr. 
The moſt Comical Pafliges, and ſuch as mov'd 
all Men to Laughter, drew Floqds of Tears 
from his Eyes. His Name was Heraclicray. It is 
hard to determine which of theſe Two was in 
the Right. But I think I am not much in the 
Wrong to be a little pleaſant with thee. Per- 
haps, it may put thee into a better Hamonr. 
However, | would not have thze be difpleav'd 
with thy ſelf, for being of fo perviſh a Diſpoſiti- 
on. *Tis obſerv'd, That Paſſionate Men are al- 
ways beſt Natur'd, and free from ſecret Malice. 
Choler is as Neceſſary as our Blood, Without the 
Latter, we coud not live; and if we were void 
of the Prmer, our Lives wou'd beas Unafive, as 
that of Sneils and Oyſters. We ſhou d be abſo- 
lute Drone. 


Hippocrates, the famous Phyſician, ſays, This 


Complexion is the moſt Noble of all the Four, trans- 
forming Men to Heroes, and refining our Earth 
Mold, to a Conſtitution like that of che Immortal 
Gods ; whoſe. Bodies, according to the Poets, conſiſt 
wholly of an Ethereal Flame. 

Therefore be not diſcouraged, neither repine 
at a Temper, which ranks thee 4134 ng thoſe, to 
whom Sacrifices are made. On the other Side, 
take it not amiſs from Mamu, if he tell; thee, 
he has not Devotion enough, to become thy Vo- 
luntary Victim. 

Yet if I cannot be fo obſequiqus as to throw 
my ſelf away, by acknowledging Crimes wherein 
I was never concerned, and for which I have a 
Natural Abliorrence: reſt latief) d at leaſt, That [ 
will ferve thee as far as | can; „ thout entreaching 
on the Duty I owe to the Grand S2ignier. And be 
aſſur'd, I will do thee no Haim, io long as thou 


obleryeſt that Rule. G 5 in 
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In fine, I adviſe thee to order thy Steps like 
Man that is walking in the Bogs of Egypt, where 
if he obſerve the Track of thoſe who have gone 
before him, he may be ſafe; but if his Foot ſlips, 


he Sinks in the Mire. Such is the Life of Cour. 
tiers. 


Paris, the 18th. of che 2d. Moon, 
of the Near 1651. 


ren . 
Zo Minezim Aluph, Baſſa. 


N the Beginning of the laſt Year I ſent thee % 

Diſpatch, wherein I acquainted thee with the 
impriſonment of Three Princes of the Royal Blood of 
France. Now thou ſhalt receive the News of their 
Liberty, | 

They were releas d by an Order from the King, 
on the 12th. D:y of this Moon, and arrived in this 
Ciry on the 6h, which was Yeſterday, attended 
by a numerous Cavaleaade, conſiſting of ſore 
Peine s, divers of the Nobility and Gentry, and one 
wou'd think, of Half the Ciriz:ns of Paris. Even 
thoſe who Triumph'd laſt Year, and made Bon- 
fices for their Confinement , Yeſterday throng d 
out of the City, to welcome them Home with 
Acclammarions of Joy, and to Congratulate their 
Releaſe. So fickle and inconſtant a Thing is the 
Multitade, driven hither and thither, with every 
Artificial Declaration cf Srareſmen or Pretence of 
Fa 3i1ns 


Bu: 
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But there were divers Princes and Noblemen» 
who from the Firſt Hour of their being ſeiz'd- 
relolv'd not to leave a Stone unturn'd to procure 
their Frerdom. The Grandees that were their 
Friends, retir'd to their Governments, and rais'd 
Rebellions in the Provinces, All the Kingdom was 
harals'd wich Civil Wars. The Parlaments de- 
creed againſt the Court: And there wanted not Ca- 
bils of Seditious Crurtiers, even in the Palace of 
the King, to undermine the Ropa! Authority; 
which the Cardinal Minifler thought to eſtabliſh, 
by the Impriſonment of the Princes. In all Places, 
the King's Intereſt ran Retrogad-. 

Taou wilt not wonder at this when thou ſhalt 
know, that the Princes of France ate not Slaves to 
the Ring, like the Baſſa's of the moſt Serene Em- 
pire, who owe all their Greatneſs, to the ſole 
Favour of aur Munificent Sultans, Thule Prince? 
enjoy all that and more by Inheritance, which 
our Grandees acquire only by their Merits, and 
the Smiles of their Sovereign. Hence it is, that 
their Intereſt is riverted in the Hearts of the 
People, who revere the Blood Royal, in whatſoever 
Channel it runs. 

Therefore thinking Men blame the Cardinal's 
Conduct in this Aﬀair; ſaying, Tnv1e was nei- 
ther Juſtice nor Policy in ir, Indeed, if a Man's 
Wit is ro be meaſur'd by the Succeſs of his Con- 
trivances, the Cenſure of theſe People is true. 
For the Cardinal (rtems to have made a Trap tor 
himſelf. | 

Aſſoon as he perceiv'd the King was prevaild 
on by the Importunity of his Uncle, the Duke of 
Orleans, and the Parliament of Pars to releaſs 
the Princes, and that they had at the ſame Time 
earneſtly b:gg'd of him, tha: this Minifter might 
be remoyd trom the Court; he ſuddenly pack'd 
up his Moveables, and with-drew private- 
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ly towards the Place, where the Princes were Con. 
fin d: Hoping, that though he had loſt his Fit 
Point, yet he might make an indifferent After— 
Game, by going in Perſon to the Regal Priſoners, 
and aſſur ing them, *cwas to him they ow'd their 
Releaſe ; ſince it was in his Power to carry em 
away with him, as alſo thoſe who brought em 
the King's Mandate. Lor, he travell'd not with 
out a conſiderable Guard. 

Tis ſaid, the Princes receiv'd him with ſeem. 
ing Complements and addreſſes of Civi!ity , 
promiſing their Friendſhip to the Cardinal, now 1 
Voluntary Exile, ard in a worle Condition thin 
themſelves. | 

It is very ſtrange that ſo great a Miniſſer, why 
inherited all that Abſolute Power, which his Preae- 
ceſſor Richlien had at this Court, ſhould thus on +» 
Sudden abandon his Fortune. But it is thought, 
he is not gone to pick Straws. | 

However, he has by this timely Flight, avoided 
the Diſpleaſure of leeing himſelf compell'd to 
depart by an Arreſt of Parliament, which was pub- 
liſhed within two Days after he was gone; com- 
manding him to depart the Kingdom, within Fif- 
teen Days. | 

The Wiſe Miniſter, foreſaw this Diſgrace ap. 
proaching, and therefore thought it more beco- 
ming his Honor, ro depart of his own Accord: 
Having ſtill he Advantage, to reproach the State 
with Ingratitui-c, in thit they have reduced to 
ſuch Streig his, the Man by whoſe Aulpicious Con- 
duct, Fane had Leen elevated to an Extracrdi- 
nary Granacur in Europe, | 

By this Hu may'ſt comprehend, IIluſtrious 
Baſſa, that ti » 60 Stability in Human Greatneſs; 
bur that the Hels of a Com er's Life, run through 
Unequs! Ira. K, often ſtick ug in the Mix. of the 
Val, and not leldom chreꝛtuing to overchrow a 
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Man, and caſt him Headlong from the Precipice 
of a Mountain. Againſt thele Inconſtant Turns of 
Fortune, 1 adviſe thee to be arm'd with Moderation; 
ſince no Man can avoid his Deſtiny, 


Paris, 14th. of the zd. Moon, 
of the Year 1651. 


R NIV; 
To Iſouf, hs Kinſman az Fez. 


Am glad to hear thou art alive, Thy Letter 


came in a zood Hour; for | bear a true Affe- 


(tion to thoſe of my Blooa, and have been parti- 
cularly anxious for thee rhele meny Years The 
Sun has Nine Times meaſur'd the Twelve Signs of 
the Zodiack, ſince I recciv'd thy laſt Letter before 
this, or heard any News of thee. It ſeems, thou 
haſt rravell'd a great Part of the Earth, during 
that Time. 

"Twas kind!y done of thee, to remember thy 
Sick Uncle's Requeſt, when thou wert at Aleppo, 
in making Oblations for his Health to Sheigh Beu- 


bac, the Santone; and diſtributing Corban to the 
Poor, in Honour of Syntana Fiſſa. 


Thou haſt ſent me a large and fatisfatory Ac. 
count of thy Chſervat ions in Aſia: Vet I am ſorry, 
thou hadſt not Time to penctrate into the Religi. 
en and Secrets of the ination Br mint. 1 am mate 
ambitious, to pry into tae W.jcorg and Learning of 
thoſe Philoſophers, than iato any other Spectes of 
Knowledge whatlcever, Methinks, tis pity the 


Records of ſo vaſt an Ariiquity, ſhowd be con- 


ceal'd from the Ref of the Verla, and only 
known 
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known to thoſe Happy Prieſts. I proteſt, *cis im- 
poſſible for me to think of it without Envy. Eur 
perhaps, it is the ill of Heaven, to lock up rhof- 
Myſteries in the Remoteſt Provinces of the Ea, a; 
a Reward of their Conſtancy, in adhering ro che 
Traditions of their Fathers, which know no Origin; 
and as a Reproach to all other Nations, who in 
Matters of Religion have been Mutable as the 
Winds. | ; 

I have convers'd with ſeveral Jeſuits and others, 
who have been in the ind es,; but they ſeem to 
relate all things Partially, our of a Natural Aver. 
ſion for the Manners of the Eaſt : And I knew nor 
how to diſprove em till my Brother Peſteliha!; 
undeceived me. He his alſo viſited thoſe Pars, 
and reſided a conſiderable Time in China. tt is 
a difficult Thing for a Traveller, to keep himſelt 
within the Bounds of Truth in his Relations; bur, 
J believe, he has not exceeded. Thy Journa! 
touches but lightly the Iydian Affairs, not having 
Leiſure, as thou telleſt me, ro obſerve much. 
However, thou haſt made amends in thy Rela- 
tions of Perſia, Tartary and the Land of the 
Curds. 

I depend much on thy Promiſe of ſending me 
a Journal of thy Travels in Africk. To thit Quar- 
ter of the World, I am much a Stranger; not hav- 
ing met with any Authentick Relation, of the 
Regions in the South. 

It ſeems thou baſt been in Æthiopia, Libya, 
Egypt; and, in Fine, all over the Torrid Zone. 

Hiſtorians tell Wonderful Things of thele Parte. 
Herodotus mentions a Sort of People in Africa, whoſe 
Bodies were more Venomous than Serp:nts. Theſes 
affronted once at the Winds, for driving the Sands 
of Libya into their Country, and filling up all their 
Wells and Streams, enter'd into a War aga nſt 
the King dm of Alu; but the South Wind met 

| em 
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em in their March, and bury'd 'em under Moun- 
tains of Duſt. 

do nor repreſent this to thee as a Truth, tho 
related by that Lean d Grecian Thou may'ſt repute 
it for a · Fable, as} do. Burt let this Paſſage be a 
Hint, that IexpeC: from thee none but ſolid Remarks. 

It wow'd Pleaſe me to be affur'd of one Thing, 
which Pe: haps thou haſt heard of when thou waſt 
in Barbary Very credible Authors report, that 
when the Phaenicians were expelld by the Vraeli tes, 
and driven into this Corner of Africk, they ſet up 
Two Pillars of Marble, whereon they Engrav'd 
theſe Words, as a Laſting Monument of their Expulſion, 
WE ARE A REMNANT OF THOSE, 
WHO FLED FROM THE FACE OF JO. 
S Hu, THE ROBBER, THE SONOF 
NUN. | 

The Firſt Invention of Ships, is by ſome aſcrib'd 
to theſe People, whom Neceſſity taught to ſeek 
Reſt on the Unquiet Ocean; ſince the more Tur. 
bulent Sons of Jacob, wou'd not permit them to 
enjoy any Repoſe on the Land, having. harafy'd 
em fiom one Place to another, till at length they 
drove em to the very Borders of the Earth, Bur, 
thou knoweſt, the Chineſes pretend to the Uſe of 
Ship;, many Thouſand Years before this Depredg- 
tion of the Iſraelites. * Every Naticn aims to be 
eſteem' d the moſt Ancient. And when there was 
formeriy a Diſpute between the Egyptians and 


Scythians on this Point, it was adjuſted in Favour of 


the Latter ; but the Chronologies of the Chineſe and 


Indians, far exceed all others in the World, For 


they ſeem to outſtrip Ie it ſelf in Antiquity; at 
leaſt, they tranſcend the Cin nen. Date of the 
World's Creation, | 

I have heard a Traveller aſſert, That as he was 
journeying through the Deſarrs o Libya, he di- 


ſcovex d an Al ar of Stone, with tlus Inicription on 


it, 


— 
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it, in Grecian Characfert, IPOLYSTRATUVUS 
OF ATHENS, HAVE CONSECRATED 
HIS ALTAR,TO ALL THAT 1IS GOOD 
IN HEAVEN; ANDIFTHAT ALL BE 
BUT ONE, AS SOME SAY, MAY TH 47 
ONE ACCEPT MY V Os. 

I deſire thee to inform me, Whether thou haſt 
ever ſeen or heard of ſuch an Altar, when thou 
wert in thoſe Parts. You Travelers, muſt expect 
this Kind of Trouble from your Friends. Eve- 
ry Body is Naturally Inquiſitive, and Deſirous of 
Knowleage. 

'T will be acceptable alſo to ſend me an Ara 
of the Preſent Sta'e of Fez. I ſhould be glad to 
hear of the Health of Abel Melec Muli Omar, the 
Superiour of the Magnificent College in that City 
built by A H:ba Ennr,. King of the Country. 
They ſay, it coſt him Two Hundred ard Forty 
Thouland Sequins. | 

Tis added, That in Fez there is a Moſque near 
Half a League in Circuit: In which are as many 
Gatcs, as there be Days in the Revolution of a Moon. 
And that the Number of the Pillars which ſup— 
port it, is equa] to the Year of the Hegira where- 
in it was Founded: being encompals'd alſo, by 
St ve iteen High Ainarets; beſides Innumerable 
Domes and Terraſſes. Having allo 920 Lamps burn- 
ing in it by Night, and 300 Windows to let in the 
Light of the Day, The Revenue of this famous 
Moſque, is ſaid to be 36500 S:quins a Year. They 
relate many other things of Ha, and the Provinces 
belonging to it. Ot all which, I deſire thee to 
ſend me a Diſtin& Account. 

I had almoſt forgot one Paſſage, which I have 
read in the Aucicnts, concerning a certain ſubtle 
African, Who! Name was Pſaphon. This Man 
had train'd up « Parrot, to repeat very frequently 
th:ſc Words, Pfaphen 4 a Great God, When ye 

Pi: 
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Bird had perfectly learn'd his Leſſon, he let it 
looſe; which being accuſtomed to a Domeſtick 
Life in a Cage, fled not preſently to the Fields, 
but perch'd on the Temple of the Town, where it 
was heard by the People, to utter the aforeſaid 
Sentence aloud, and very often. They, Ignorant 
of the Quality of Parrots, and led with Nartwe 
Superſtition, eſteem'd it an Oracle from Heaven. 
Wherefore immediately flocking to the Houſe of 
Pſaphon, they offer'd Sacrifice to him, and in all 
Relpects treated him as a Divinity. 

Whether this Story be true or no, 'tis certain, 
Idolatry had no better Foundation, than Artifice 
and Lyes: Unleſs we ſhall conclude with the Poer, 
That Fear made the Firſt Gods in the World. Couſin, 
let there be a frequent Intercourſe between us. 
Ic will be profitable to thee and me. 


Paris, $th. of the 4th Moon, 
of the Near 1651. 


— 


LETTER Xv. 
To Kerker Haſſen, Baſſa. 


T IS a Cuſtom in the Court of Rome, that 

every Nation of the , has a Protector a- 
mong the Cardinals there, who are Princes of the 
Roman Church. Such I eſteem thee, in the moſt 
Exalted Court of the Eaſt. 

Arabia gave thee thy firſt Breath: But thy own 
Merits have lifred thee up to the Digrity of a 
Baſſa, a Prince of the Ottoman Empire, whoſe Li- 
mits far exceed thoſe of the Modern, or even of 
Ancient Rome. . 


"Tis 
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Tis from hence, our Countrymen addreſs to 
thee, as to their Patron; uſing thy Power and 
Mediation with the Grand Seignior, in all their 
Neceſſities. 

Among the Reſt, wonder not that the hum- 
bleſt of thy Slaves, Mahmut, the Soo of thy Fa- 
ther's Neighbour, falls at thy Feet, in a Time of 
great Diſtreſs; in the Agonies of his Spirit, the 
Hazard of his Fortune, and Peril of his Honour, 
which he values, more than his Life. 

I complain not of the many repeated Abuſes 
and Contempts I have received from ſome in 
the Seraglio, to whom it belongs not to meddle 
with Things out of their Sphere, much lefs ro 
diſcourage the Faithful Agents and M:/ianers of the 
Grand Seignior. Yet the Perſecutions I have felt 
from their Hands, ate ſuch as wou'd drive ano- 
ther Man, leſs patient of Injuries, either to Re- 
venge or Deſpair. 

They have vilify'd all my Conduct in this Sta- 
tion; reproach'd my beſt Actions, with the odi- 
ous CharnFers of Imprudence and Diſtoyalty; and 
miſrepreſented the ſmalleſt Peccad'ills s (for which 
alſo, I have the Mufti's Diſpenſation) under the 
Ignominious Title of Infidelity and Arheiſm. Ina 
Word, they thirſt after my Blood: Nothiag will 
ſatisfy their greedy Malice, but my Life. 

I never was afraid to die, ſince I perfectly un- 
derſtood what it is to live. Nor can [I be fond ot 
protecting my Breath, when my Great Maſter all 
pleaſe to call for a Surrender of it, for whole Sen- 
vice only it was given me. But it would render the 
Scene of my Death Tragical, and ſtrew my Paſſige 
into the Orher World with Thorns, to be ſent out 
of Thi, under the Notion of a Traytor, who have 
ated my Part, without a real Blemiſh. 

Ikingi, that Learn'd Tutor of the Royal Pages, 
was the ficſt that broach'd this Enmity againſt 

| me; 
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me; (for I have forgot the Prevarication of Sha- 
ſhim Iſt ham, the Black Eunuch, ſince the Time he ac- 
knowledg'd his Fauit with much Candour and In- 
genuity.) *"T was that A:henian Sophiſt, who de- 
bauch'd the Integrity of my Couſin Solyman ; and 
perſwaded the Unwary Youth to enter into a 
Conſpiracy againſt his Uncle. But I reprehended 
my Kinſman's Folly in one Letter; and his An- 
ſwer, though late, convinc'd me, That he was 
not guilty of Malice, fo much as of Raſhneſs and 
Credulity- I was extreamly oblig'd to the Kai- 
macham, for his Benignity and Friendſhip in this 
Affair. The good old Miniſter had a real Kindneſs 
for me, and took no ſmall Pains to penetrate into 
the Cauſes of my Conſin's eager Paſſion and Malice 
againſt me. At length he found it to be only 
the Practices of Ikingi, who took advantage of 
Solyman's Temper, equally Loyal and Flexible, in- 
ſinuated into his Youthful Mind Monſtrous 
Idea of me; and in fine ſet him aerailing at me 
with a fierce kind of Liberty, where-ever he 
came. The wiſe Baſa ſoon open'd my Kinſman's 
Eyes, brought him to his Senſe; and the Iſſue 
- all was, that So/yman writ me a Letter of Apo- 
ogy. 

But ſince'thi, the Maſter of the Pages has laid 
new Trains for me, and drawn a great many 
more to-his Party. He has corrupted Maſfapha Gur, 
an Eunuc h, and Page to the Old Queen; with whom 
I once held a Correſpondence, and, as I thought, 
had contracted a Familiarity and Friendſhip. But, 
it ſeems it was only an Appearance, without Rea- 
lity. I could give thee a long Liſt of thoſe, 
whom this Academick hastaught to ſlander Mabmæ; 
But I will not appear ſo Revengeful. Beſides, 
1 1s not the only Grievance of which I com- 
plain, 


Shall 
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Shall I remonſtrate to thee, moſt Excellent and 
Serene Ba ./, the true Cauſe of my Uneafine!; ? 
I am weary of living among Infidels, Favour me 
with thy Aſſiſtance, and Interceſſion, that I may 
have leave to retire from this Place, and vindi- 
cate my ſelf before the Faces of my Enemies. 
And having had that Honour, rendring allo 4 
juſt Account of the Affairs wherewith Jam en- 
truſted, I may viſit my Native Country, and ſpend 
the Reſidue of my Days in Arabia, the Scene of 
all our Prophets Great Actions, the Place v her2 
I firſt drew my Breath. I languifh for the Ato— 
matick Air of Admoim, the Cryſtal Fountains, 
and Cooler Shades of that Happy Province. | 
long to ſee the Groves which encompaſs the Y-/- 
lage of my Nativity, the Turrets of thy Father's 
Houſe, and the Mo/que of Haſen the Prophet. For, 
tho? I took no Notice of theſe Things in my In- 
fancy; yet having once ſeen em in my tiper 
Years, when I were able to make more laſting 
Reflections, I ſhall never forget rheſe delightful 
Objects, ſo long as I live. | 

If this be an Infirmity, Pardon it, T!luſtrions 
Arab, ſince it is Natural to all Men. Thou thy 
ſelf, haſt enjoy'd the Pleaſure of reviſiting that 
ſweet Region: Pity Mahmut, who burns with 
Deſire to taſte the ſame. ; 

Or if this ſhall be thought too great an Indul- 
gence, to the poor Exil'd Mahmut; yet it will be 
eaſie for thee, who art a Favourite, to obtain of 
the Grand Seignior, that I may at leaſt be recalld 
from this Employment, and ſome body elſe ſubſti- 
ruted in my Place. There are thoſe among my 
Er. mies, who are Ambitious of the Fatigue; and 
ikingi, my Old Friend, would exchange all the 
Honours he is poſſeſs'd of in the Seraglio, for this 
Obſcure, yet Hazardous Poſt. Tis Pity but ſuch a 
Man's Thirſt of Perils, ſhould be gratify'd. a 

ut 
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But if after all tig { have ſaid, my Superiours 
ſhall think it exp-:ent ro continue me here, I 
am reſign d: Only deſiring, that from hence. 
forth my Slanderers may be luſpected, as Men ill 
affected to the Sublime Port, for traducing a Man 
that has waded through a Thouſand Difficulties 
Temptations and Perils; and ſerv'd the Ottoman 
Empire in this Station, fourteen Years without 
making a falſe Step, or Tranſgreſſing the leaſt 
Point of his Inſtructions. 

[ hear that Chuſaein Baſſa, is made Vixir Axem. 
The French have a very great Opinion of his Va- 
lour. They are generally Impariial Criticks in 
Martial Affairs, ſcorning to deny a Brave Enemy 
his Due Character. 

We are at preſent barten of other News ſave a 
New Arreſt of Parliament againſt Cardinal Maxari- 
ni, and all his Kindred and Creatures; whereby 
they are declared Enemies to the State, and charg'd 
with a large Catalogue of Crimes, whereof perhaps 
they were never Guilty. 

Here re allo ſome flying Reports of the Car. 
dinal's Death: who, they lay, has poyſon'd him- 
ſelf for Grief of bis ill Succels in this Court. But 
I eſteem this, only as the Froth of his Enemies 
Malice, who really wiih him Dead; and, to diſ- 
courage his Friends, give it out that he is ſo. 

Serene Baſſa, on mit my Affairs to thy Pro- 


tedtion, beſee hing ace, to do the Office of a 


Countryman and + Friend, to the betray'd for 
God. 


Paris, 26th. of he 5th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1051. 
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LETTER XVI. 


To Chuſaein Baſſa, the Magnanimous Vi- 
zir Azem, and Invincible General / 
the Ottoman Forces in Candia. 


Am not much above Forty Three Years Old, 

yet have ſeen Great Changes in the Morla, 
mighty Revolutions in Kingdoms and States, and the 
Death of many Sovereign Monarchs, IIluſtrious 
Generals, and Wiſe Stateſmen- Doubtleſs, al! 
Sublunary Things, are ſubject to Viciſſitude. 
There appears Nothing Cenſtant and Setled, 
but the Heavens and Stars. They indeed per- 
ſevere in their Immutable Courſes, never change 
their Orbs, nor ſtart from their Eternal Pos. The 
Sun riſes and ſets at his accuftom'd Hours, and 
the Moos exactly obſerves the determin'd Periods of 
her Excreaſe and Wane: Theſe vary only, as the 
Seaſons of the Nar, with Exquiſite Regularity, 
and Conſtant Returns, 

But here below, there is an Univerſal Tranſmigra- 
tion and M-tempſychoſir of States, and Forms of 
Thing:: A Perpetual Flux and Reflux of Human 
Events. Men di: hourly, and others are hourly 
born to ſupply their Places. One Age treads cloſe 
upon the Heels of another, And we who live at 
preſent, as we walk in the Steps of our Fathers, 
ſo ſhall we follow them down to the Grave, where 
our Fleſh by a new Metamorphoſis, ſhall be turn'd 
into the Bodies of Morus, InfeZs and Serpents : 
And what ſhall become of our Soul, is Uncer- 
tains | 

I was born in the Reign of Sultan Achmet, from 
whom our preſent Sovereign is the Sixth Emperour, 
that has aſcended the Glorious Throne of the Orto- 

Mans. 
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mans. May Ged grant him a Long Life, and a 
Series of Years bleſs'd with Continual Health, 
and Victory over his Enemies. I pray Heaven alſo, 
to perpetuate thy New Office, to the laſt Period 
of the Sultans Life; and in wiſhing this, I ſay 
all that can be expected. 

But when I reflect on the frequent and bloody 
Trageates, that have been acted in the Seraglio ſince 
I can remember, and the many Sacr/fices that have 
been made of Sultans, Fizirs, Baſſa's, and Princi- 
pal Miniſters of State, belides the Maſſacres and 
Butcheries of meaner Perſons; It makes me me- 
lancholy, amidſt the Joys I conceive for thy late 
Exaltation; and fills me with Fears, leſt my good 
Wiſhes to the Grand Szignior and Thee, who art 
his Right Hand, ſhou'd by ſome ſiniſter Decree 
of Fate, be almoſt as ſoon dilannull'd as pro- 
nounc'd. I pray Heaven avert my melancholy 
Preſages. 

The Death of the Old Queen (the News of 
which is lately arriv'd at this Court) does but revive 
and encreaſe my Apprehenſion, of Greater Tragedies 
to come: Becauſe one Act of Crue'ty, fill pro- 
pagates another. Revenge is Prolifick, and Mi- 
chief is never at a Stand. Tis true indeed, as 
it is not decent to inſult o'er the Aſbes of INiuftri- 
ou Perſons; fo neither has a Loyal Muſſulman, any 
great Reaſon to mourn for the Fall of a Woman, 
by whoſe Connivance her Royal Son, and our late 
Great Maſier, Sultan Ibrahim, fell a Sacrifice to the 
Mufti's Indignation. 'T was an Unnatural Part in 
a Mither: And we may fay, the Divine Juſtice his 
overtaken her, in making her Grandſon ſign the 
Warrent for her Death, with the Conſent of that 
very Mufti, at whoſe 1:/tization ſhe had conſented 
to the Murder of his Father. 

Let after all, may not ſhe have left behind her 
a tarty in the Seraglio, or ac leaſt in the State, 
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who will Study to Revenge her Fall; or, how. 
ever, do ſome Miſchief to prevent their own 7 
Let me not ſeem to contradict my own Argu— 
mente, and whilſt I pled agrinſt Revenge and C:u- 
elty, appear an A1vocate Br thoſe Inhuman Paſſi. 
ons. I do not mention the ſurvi ving Creatures of 
this Unhappy Queen, to excite in thee; falle Sen- 
timents of Juſtice, ſuſpicious Chimera's of a pol: 
ſible Conſpiracy, and fo ſtimulate thee to puniſ 
them by Anticipation, for Crimes of which per- 
haps they never will be Guilty. I rather ſug- 
geſt Theſe Things, that after ſo many Tragedie: in 
the Royal Family, a Stop may be now put to future 
Miſchiefs; leſt, whilſt Men purſue a particular 
and ſelf· Intereſd Revenge, the Contagic:1 ſhou'd 
1 pread, and Urue/ty become Univerſal, and In- 
n:te. a 

Let it ſuffice, that no leſs than Three of our 
Sultans, have been Depoy'd and Strangl'd within 
theſe Thirty Years: Not to mention the Delug: 
of Royal Blood, that has over-flow'd the Privace 
Chambers of the Seraglio, the Priſons of the 
Ottoman Princes Brothers or Sons, to the Emperours 
formerly Re'gning. 

Theſe were Burbarovs Cures of untimely J:a- 
louſies; and it is Pity thit ſuch Royal Maflicrcs, 
ſhau'd ever be repzated 2giin., Why ſhou'd the 
Poſterity of Ottoman, be in this Regard the on'y 
Unfortunate Princes on Farth? Were it not much 
more Noble, and equally Wiſe, to take the Mea- 
ſures of * £thiopian Policy, where to prevent 
Sedition and Dilcords about Sacceſiou, the Princes 
of the Blood are confin'd indeed, but to a very 
Pleaſing Liberty: Whilſt they have Palaces, 
Parks and large tie!ds at Com mand; are ſerv'd by 
a Princely Train, and deny*d no Lawful Pleaſures, 
within the Pale of their Reſtrain : For there is an 
exceeding high Mountain in the Country, © 

| op 


Vol. IV. 4 Spy at PARIS. 145 


Top of which is very Spacious, containing 
large TraQts of Ground. many beautiful Seraglio's 
furniſh'sd with whatſoever can contribute to the 
Enjoyment of theſe Princes, or at leaſt to com- 

nſate for their Want of greater Liberty. This 
Mountain is environd with a high and ſtrong 

all, having but one Entrance, and that guarded 
by Soldiers, ſo that no Man can go in or out, who 
has not the Emperor's Warrant, or at leaſt a Per- 
miſſion from the Prime Miniſter of State: For he, 
upon the Death of the Emperour, immediately 
calls a Council of the Supreme Officers, who, from 
among theſe Impriſon'd Princes, chuſe him whom 
they think moſt worthy to ſucceed. The reſt, 
who never felt the Appetite ro Reign, (for they 
are carry'd to this Place in their Infancy, and 
kept in perpetual Ignorance of S:ate-Afairs) pals 
away their Time without Envy, or tepining at 
the Exaltation of their Brother, AddiQting them- 
- ſelves wholly to the Innocent Delights of that 


Rural Life, or to the Study of Books, whereof they , 


have great Plenty in their Libraries, and tho ſeal- 

ther threating of Matters of Divine or Natu- 
ral Speculation. Whereby, though chey know 
nothing of State- Ariifices, and Intrigues of Courts, 
yet they become able Philoſophers, and vers'd in 
all the Liberal Sciences. 


Wou'd to Ged our Ot:oman Princes (I mean the 


Younger Brothers) had but half this Liberty, 
granted them. Then the »fidels wou'd have no 
reaſon to call the Exalted Port, a Neſt of Fultures. 
But we muſt not find Fault with the Actions 
of our Soverergns, though they tend to the Scan- 
dal and Ruine of the Muſſaman Empire. Yer I 
know to whom 1 write theſe Things; having of- 
ten heard thee declaim againſt this Bark D 
Cuſtom, of ſhutting up the Royal Of Spring in a 
Dungeon, without Light or Comfort during their 
: H Lives ; 
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Lives; which many Times are alſo Cruelly ſhor. 
tend, by the Hands of the Executioner. 

But, turning our Eyes from the Tragedies of 
the Eaſt, let us fix em on the Affairs of the Naz. 
renes in the Weſt. 

The chief Diſcourſe at preſent is, abour a 
Marriage lately ſolemniz'd between the Emprroy 
ot Germany, and the Dutcheſs of Mantua. She is 
his Third Wife ſucceſſively ; for Polygamy is not 
allow'd, even to the Sovereigns in theſe Parts, 
where the Prieſts bear all the Sway. 

The Poſts from Sweden inform us of the Death 
of General Torftenſon, of whoſe Exploits in Germa- 
thou haſt often heard. That Empire is very 
Unfortunate, ſpending its Time and Vitals in 
Unprofitable 4ſemblies and Conſultr, whilſt her 
Active Enemies take whole Provinces from her 
with Eaſe: But this need not grieve Us. 

Great Atlas of the Muſulman Empire, T wiſh thee 
the Cont inence of Scipio, the Fortune of Alexander, 
and the Temperance of Cato; who, when he was 
marching through the Sands of Libya with his 
Army, all ready to expire with Thirſt, and one 
of his Soldiers brought him his Helmet full of 
Water, as a rare Preſent in that General Diſtreſs, 
gratify'd the Soldier for his Gift, but ſpilt the 
Water on the Ground, ſaying, That ſince there 
was not enough to ſatisfy the whole Army, ke 
wou'd not taſte a Drop; and that he was unwor- 
thy to be a General, who wou'd not endure as 
much Hardſhip as the meaneſt Soldier. 


Paris, 26th. of the sth. Moon, 
ef the Nar 1651. 


LE T- 
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L:EEI-ER XVIL 


2 Naſſouff, Baſſa of Natolia, 


Raiſe be to Goa, Lord of the Seven Heavens, 

and of all that is within their Circumference : 
Theſe Weſtern Nazarenes are always a quarrelling. 
They are reſolved to do their Parts towards the ful · 
filling the Mufſulman Predidi ions, and thoſe of their 
own Prophets. It makes me ſmile, to ſee theſe 1nf- 
del employing their Arms againſt each other, 
contending about Petty Rights and Poſſeſſions, 
whilſt they negle& the General Conſervation and 
Defence of Chriſtendom, from the Impetuous Tore 
rents of our Invincible Armies. 

The Elector of Brandenburgh, is entet d into the 
Dutchy of Mons with conſiderable Forces, preten- 
ding to adjuſt, I know not what Differences, be- 
tween thoſe whom they call Cat holicłs and Prote- 

anti. 

'Twould be too tedious for a Letter, to run 
back to the Firſt Original of this War, and trace it 
down from above a Hundred Years ago to the 
preſent Time. Beſides, tis of no Import to 2 
Muſſulman, to hear a long Story of the Marriages, 
Deaths, Heirs, and Law-Diſputes of theſe Petty 
infidel Princes. Yet, that thou may'ſt know ſome» 
thing of it, I will relate the whole Buſineſs as 
briefly as I can. 

In the Year 1546. William Duke of Mons, Juliers 
and Clever, marry'd Mary the Daughter of Frai- 
wand I Emperour of Germany, and by this Match 
obtain d of the Emperour (whom they call Cæſar, 
as they did the Ancient Emperours of Rome, whole 
Succeſſor he pretends to be) ſome Privileges, 
touching the Succeſſion of his Chilare z, and their 
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Right to his Dominion: ; and particularly, that this 
vaſt Eſtate ſhould not be Divided, bur reſt in the 
entire Poſſeſſion of One Heir. Male, or in Default 
of that, it ſhould deſcend to the next Femal:, 
which, as I am told, is a Cuſtom in Germany; 
that lo the Grandexxa and Authority of Prince/y 
Families may be ſupported. 

I will not trouble thee with the particulars, 
which would take up a Volume. But in ſhort, it 
appears, that notwithſtanding all the ſtri& Pro. 
viſion that was, or could be made; this great 
Eſtate, after it had remain'd Sixty Years United, 
was at Length Divided between Two Princes, 
both claiming an Equal Right to the Whole; yer 
to prevent Wars and Effuſion of Blood, each was 
contented with Half. Theſe were Walſgang Duke 
of Newburgh; and Erneſt, Marqueſs of Branden. 
burg h. In whoſe Families, the Parted Succeſſon has 
continued to this Day. 

The Occaſion of the preſent Quarrel is their 
Difference of Religion; the Duke of Newburgh be- 
ing a Cathelick, and he of Brandenburgh a Proteſtant. 
It ſeems, the Brandenburghers had formerly made 
Inroads on thoſe of Mons and Juliers, carrying 
away Captive their Priefts and Derviſes from their 
Altars and Convents, and detaining them in Servi- 
tude, for many Years, contrary to certain Articles 
that had been drawn up between em. They allo 
uſed *em with great Cruelty, and commirted a 
Thouſand Infolences on the Roman Imaums, 
where ever they got 'em in their Power. 

Thus their Affairs continu'd, till the late Agree- 
ment at Munſter, Since which Time, the Duke of 
Newburgh endeavoured to free his Subjects trom 
their former Calamities, ana reſtore things to 
their Ancient State. | 

The E/:#or of Brandenburgh, making this an 
Occaſion of War, has now invaded the Domini 
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of the faid Duke. He is not gone in Perſon, but 
has ſent a good Soldier whom they call Or ho Spar, 
with Four thouſand Men to begin the Cam- 
paign ; who, tis ſaid, will be follow'd by a grea- 
ter Army. 

But before he took the Field, the EleFor of 
Brandenbur gh had an Interview and Conference with 
the Duke of Saxony about this Affair, who is alſo 
a Proteſtant : So that 'tis thought, no ſmall Diſtur- 
bance will ariſe in the Empire. All Joy and Peace 
to True Belie vers | 

He of Brandenburgh, has caus'd a Declaration to 
be ſpread abroad full of Specious Pretence:, that 
ſo his Conqueſts may be the more eaſy. He talks 
of nothing, but reſtoring the People of Juliers and 
Mons to their Ancient Liberties and Rights, both 
in Civil and Religious Matters; promiſing the 
faireſt Things in the World, to thoſe that obey 
him, and receive his Armies with Friendſhip ;. 
On the other ſide, threatning to treat thoſe who 
reſiſt him, with the utmoſt Severity that is due to 
Traytors and Rebels. And all this, for the Sake 
of Two or Three Inſignificant Ceremonies and 
Opinions, wherein they differ; mere Trifles, Li- 
teral Whimſies, the Sport of their Doctors, the 
Spawn of wanton and luxuriant Brains. For, 
no greater was the Original Difference between 
the Lutherans, and thote of the Roman Church. 
One will be ſav'd by the Strength of his Fancy, 


which he calls Faith, without doing any Good- 


Work towards it: The Other toils all bis Life- 
Time to merit Heaven, and thinks he can never 
do enough to obtain his End. He wears out the 
Pavement of Churches, and makes the Skin of his 
Knees like that of a Camel, with perpetual Kneel- 
ing, and Praying to Images and Pictures. And 


after all, they may he both damned, for ought I 


know, for their 11] Lives. They tear and devouc 
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one another like wild Beaſts, and think to gain 
Paradiſe by their Unnatural Zeal. 

The Duke of Newburgh has publiſh'd à Man 
againſt the Proceedings of Brandenburg h, and ſolli. 
ted the Duke of Lorrain's Aid, as alſo that of 
Leopola, Arch Duke of Aufiria, What will be the 
Iſſue, no Man knows; but oft-times, a ſmall 
Spark kindles great Fires: And it is not impoſſi. 
ble, that this little Feud, may ſet the whole En- 
pire in a Flame. 

Mighty Ba, I pray Heaven bleſs thee with 

Peace, Health, and thy due Revenue. If theſe be 
not enough to make thee Happy, I wiſh thee an 
Encreaſe of Honours, and all the Glorious Farigze; 
which Mortals court as their Way to Bliſs. 


Paris, 2oth:. of the 7th, Moon, 
of the Near 1651, 


LETTER XVIII. 
To Uſeph Baſla, 


| CUſped me not: I have an equal efteem for 
thee, as I have for the other Baſa's and Mini- 


ſters of the Divan. But I find it difficult to 
pleaſe any. They are Captious, and every one 
wou'd have all my Letters addreſs d to himſelf: 
As if I were plac'd here to ſerve Particular Inte- 
reſts, and not the Publick. However, I cannot 
but acknowledge the tacit Honour they do me, 
in being ſo covetous of poor Mahmut's Correſpon- 
dence. I wiſh I were in a Condition to be more 
Partial: Then I wou'd quickly make thee and 
ſome others { rnfible, which are the Perſons for 


whom I have a peculiar Regard. 
But 
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But as the Caſe is it at preſent, I muſt obſerve 
the MftruFions I have receiv d; and, by Turns 
write to all. 

Wherein, if I fail of 4ri:hmetical Proportions, i 
will make Amends by the Rules of Geometry: If 
I write but ſeldom to ſome, I defire that the 
Length of my Letters, and Solidity of the Matte: , 
may be accepted as a proper Supplement. 

But thou haſt no Reaſon to complain on this 


Score, unleſs it be of thy ſelf for travelling into- 


Remote Countries, whither I know not how to fol- 
low thee with Letters, or any other Way Be- 
ſides, the former Friendſhip that has been be- 
tween us, is a ſufficient Counterſcarp againſt all 
Suſpicion of Neglect on my Part, who am a 
Thouſand Times obliged to thee for ſo many re- 
peated Favours. For the ſake of God therefore, 
and A that is Good, wound my Heart no more 
with theſe undeſerv'd Reproaches: But believe 
ſtedfaftly, that Mahmut can never be ungrateful 
and falſe, 

Thy Letter is a Miſcellany of Friendly Com- 
plaints and Compliments. Thou giveſt me a 
Character, to which I do not pretend. Tis true, 
indeed, and I thank God and my Good Stars for it, 


that I was not born Blind, Deaf or Dumb. Na. 


ture gave me my Senſes free from any Manifeſt: 
Defe&t ; and I have an Indifferent good Memory. 
When I was Young, I had an Inclination to read 
Books; and Fortune has fince favour'd me, with- 
many Opportunities for that Purpoſe. Bur I 
found the moſt g rofitable Study to be, that of M 
SELF, to which all the Laborious Pains of the 
Schools and Academies, ſerve only as a certain Gra- 
dation and Diſcipline. Nay, without theſe a 
Man may attain all the Knowledge that is Neceſ- 
fary to the Accompliſhment of his Nature; for 


ſo did the Firſt Philoſophers, before Books or Ler- 
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ters were extant. If thou wilt be perfectly wiſe, 
reid the 4 LC H ORA N, and the UNIVERSE. 
After that, pervſe THY SELF, Thou wilt 
find Matter of Wonder and Improvement in 
Each; but moſt of all, in the La: For Man is a 
Medley of all Things. 

Were this Leſſon well learn'd and praftis'd in 
the Ceurt of Fance there would not be ſo many 
little Querrels among theſe Infidels; or at leaſt, 
ſuch Petty Originals, wou'd not produce ſo many 
Fatal Conſequencez. 

From the Firſt Time the Prince of Conde with 
his Brothers were releas'd from their Imprifonment 
(whereof I have given an Account to Minezim 
Aluph) there appeard much Coldneſs in the 
Queens Reception of em, and their Addreſſes to 
her. On both ſides they were at a Loſs, how to 
behave themſelves: For, all their Civilities were 
forc'd. Tis true, there was a Splendid Um- 
brage cf Reconcilition; but it ſoon vaniſh'd. 
Their ſnppreſs'd Paſſions, diſcover'd themſelves 
by Degrees, and at length broke out into an open 
Enmity. 

The Queen appear'd full of Condeſcenſion and 
Favours: But Young Conde, is as full of his Me- 
rits and brave Exploit; remembring what Ser vices, 
he has done to this Crown. Beſides, he is not void 
of Suſpicion and Jealouſie, Jeſt all thoſe Exceſſes 
of Royal Kindneſs are ftrain'd only to render him 
more ſecure, and ſo entrap him a ſecond Time 
with greater Advantage. The Horror of his 
Firſt Impriſonment, is yet fix d in his Mind; from 
whence it will not be eaſie to efface it. Three 
Principal Servants of the Queen, were Banith'd to 

<move his Fears: For he Imagin'd them to be In- 
ſtruments of Correſpondence between the Queen 
and his old Enemy, Cardinal Mazarini. Yet ſhe pub- 


liſh'd a Declaratro gnify ing, That the Cardinal 
ſhoula 
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ſhould be for eve 1Baniſd'd, not only from the Court, 
but from the Kingdom. . 

And this Moon the King being come of Age, in» 
vited the Prince to the Ceremonies uſual on ſuch- 
Occaſions: Which Conde apprehended as a Snare, 
and fo fled out of Pars. 

The Event of theſe Emergencies, is yet in the 
Secret Pages of Deſtiny: But in all Likelihood, a 
Civil War will follow. People are whiſpering, 
caballing and making Parties on both Sides. All 
the Powder in Pars, is engroſſed and gone; but 
no — knows by whom. Some ſay, the Prince 
is poſted into Flanders; others report, that he is re- 
tir d to his own Government, there to raiſe an Army. 
The moſt knowing averr, That where ever he is, 
he bas Two Hundred Thouſand Sequins in Bank, 
to give Life to his New Deſigns, let them be 
what they wil), 

Think not this News of ſmall. Importance; 
Serene Baſa: But when thou heareſt of the Civil. 
Wars among Cbriſ ian, eſpecially in the Realm 
of France, the Fir, and moſt Viforious Empire of: 
the Weſt, look on thy Right Hand and on thy 
145 = our Holy Prophet, ot his Herald, is near 
at nad. 


Paris, 22d. of the 9th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1651. 


LETTER XX. 
To Soly man, bx Coulin at Conltantinople: 
HOU: ſeeſt, what thy Libertiniſm has brought: 


on thee. For my Parr, Iam Sick 3 
thy Letter, full of Melancho'y, and the wor 


Kind of Enthuſiaſm. H; Hadſt 
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Hadſt thou fol low'd my Advice, or if that be 
contemn'd,. hadſt thou but obey d the Precepts of 
thy Father, an honeſt Man, and one that went 
down to the Grave in Peace, thou would'ſt have 
Liv'd.as happily as other Men; but now thou ar: 
overwelm'd with Hypochonariack Vapours, and 
Dreams of a ſickly Brain. I counſel thee, to 
| urge thy ſelf with Hellebore; for thou haſt more 
of that, than of Books. In all my Life, I 
never heard ſuch Religions Nonfenſe from a Mu Al. 
wan, as thy laſt Letter is ſtuff d with. 

I have no Patiencc to make Repetitions, or 
anſwer every particular #41mfie of thine. But in 
God's Name, . what makes thee fright thy ſelf with 
ſuch a Wrong Notion of He? It is a Common 
Maxim in Nature, That Nothing Violent, # Perma- 
nem. Either therefore the Pains of the Damn d 
are not I»finitely Intenſe, or elſe they are not Eter- 
ul in their Duration. Thou wilt ſay, The Alco- 
ran it ſelf aſſerts the Eternity of thoſe Torment:. 
But doſt thou underſtand the Figrrative Manner of 
Speech usd in that Divine Book, and in all our 
Eaftern Writing;* Is it not common to call a very 
High Mountain, the Mountain of God? As if all 
the Mountains and Valleys of the Earth, were 
not equally. his. So, to expreſs an Uncertain 
Length of Time, tis Cuſtomary to uſe the Epithet 
{Eternal ] Thus, we in ordinary. Converſation ſay 
in Arabig, I love You Eternally, I will ſerve Yon, 
ght fer You, &c. Eternally; and the fame of the 
Contrary Paſſion; : Aud yet we all know, we ſhall 
live but a few Years. | 

But, granting that © x Alcoran ſpeaks in a Li- 
teral Senſe; it does not follow, That thoſe Pain: 
are without ztervals of Ref. We read of the 
Tree Zac, which grows in the Center of Hel : 
But who will interpret, what is underſtood by 
this Plant? | 8 
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Couſin, make uſe of thy Reaſon; and practiſe 
the Be Thinge. As for our Condition after This 
Life, trouble not thy ſelf; for no Man knows, 
what will become of him when he goes Hence, 
However, we cannot believe, the Supremely Merci. 
ful Delights in Cruelty. 
The re is a Path, which the Eagle has not winged 
nor the Serpent trac'd, though tis obvious to both. 
But their own Raſhneſs blinds them, and they 
cannot diſcern the y of the Wiſe. There are 
Men of towring Speculations, and others very- 
Crafty; neither one nor 'tother, can grope out 
the Direct Road to Bliſs, If I may adviſe- thee, | 
let Natare be thy Guide. Do nothing, but what 
Humanity prompts thee to: * Tis this alone, diſtin- 
ruſhes thee from other Animals. Honour the 
Memory of thy deceas'd Parents, love thy Friends, . 
and be generous to thy Exemies: Do Juſtice to all 
Men: Obſerve the Purifications and Prayers pre- 
ſcrib'd by the Law: But give no Credit to the 
Fables of Infidels. It is common here among the 
Chriftians, to paint Hel with Horrid Flames, and 
Devils flying up and down with red-hot Pzongs, 
to toſs the Damm d from Fire to Fire, And their 
Preachers make long and direful Harangues, on 
the ſame Subject: When all the while; neither 
they nor we know, What or Where Hel is, or af er- 
what Manner the Wicked ſhall be Chaſtis'd, | 
Only the Muminated of God have this Standard. + 
of Truth; That both our Pains and Pleaſures after 
ths Life, ſhall be Exactly propoztion'd to our 
Vertues and Veen. There is no Malice or Injuſtice, - 
in the Good Creator of All Things. 
Coufm, once again, let thy Senſes be awake, and 
ſuffer not thy Reaſon to dream of Things, which 


have no Exiſtence. For aſſuredly, Gad is the mot 


Impartial Judge of the Univerſe.- 


Paris, 229. of the 10th, Mon, 


of. the: Narr 1631. r. 
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CETTER XX. 


Te Endel AP Zadi Jaaf, Beblerbeg of 
Dierbekir. 


Have not the Honour to know thee in Perſon, 
but have heard of thy Fame. So Mortal: 212 
vnacquainted with the Secrets of the Fixed Star,; 
et we obſerve their Luſtre and Rank, and the 
lik they make in thoſe Remote Worlds. 

Thy Exploits among the Cards and Georgians, 
are not unknown in theſe Parts, The Franks that 
travel in the Eaſt, have tranſported hither ſuch 
a Character of thy Magnanimous Actions as 
makes all Men of Honour in Love with thee: 
And I have conceivd a particular Veneration for 
thy Vertues. May God encreaſe them with thy 
Hours, and grant thee a Monopoly of BI. ſi. 

Thou art plac'd in an Eminent Seat, and may ſt 
with Reaſon be call'd Lord of Lords, as thy Title 
imports ; for ghou art Poſſe ſor of the Terreftrial Pa- 
radiſe, if we' may give Credit to the T4ad:7:0n of 
the Ancients. They tell us, that for a Time Adam 
dwelt there, with his Second Wife; and that the 
particular Phce of his Abode was an and, en. 
compals'd with, the Rivers Euphrates, Tygrs, Piſon, 
and G hon. From whence it was call'd Meſopora . 
mia by the Greeks ; which fignifizs,, A Region envi 
you d with Rivers. | ; 

All the Ve of Afia, have a profound Reſpetct 
for this Country. And the Few: relate ſtrange Sto- 
ries of a Tree in Dierbekir, which grew Five Hun- 
dred Miles high, in the Days of Adam; which 
they ſay,, was cut down by an Angel, leſt Man 
mould climb to Heaven by it before his Ti:ae, 
Yor, it ſcems, Ambition was a Vice, early as our 

Nature 


Vol. IV. a Spy at PARIS, 157 


Nature; and Adam was no ſooner ſenſible chat 
he was a Max, but he aſpir'd to be a Gd, or 
ſomething like One. So great a Charm there is 
in Honour and Authority. 

They ſay alfo, that Abrahaw was born in this Re- 
gion. However tis certain, if there be any Cer- 
tainty in Records and Hiſtories, that he reſided there 
2 conſiderable Time. But thou knoweſt beſt, 
what Traditions thy Subjects have of theſe Things. 

The Chineſe and Indians laugh at all this, as a 

| Romance of Later Date, than their Chronicles; which 
make thoſe Extremities of the Eaft to be the Stag e 
of the firſ# Mortalss Inſtead of Adam and Eve, 
or Alileth, they aflert the Names of the Origins 1 
Parents of Mankind, to be Panzon and Panzons : 
Whoſe Of-ſpring, they ſay, continu'd Ten Mil- 
fions of Years; but at length were all deſtroy'd 
from the Earth by a Tempeſt from Heaven. After 
whom, they tell us, God created Lontizam, a Man 
with Two Het, each as big and tall asa Tree in 
that Country, which they call the Plant of God, 
being the largeſt and Firft of all Fegetables, This 
Man's Horns being Prolifick, according to their 
Tradition, out of the Right, ſprang a Thouſand 
Men every Day for a Hundred Years; and as 
many Women out of the Left, in the ſame Space, 
From whom deſcended all Mortal; of both Sexes to 
this Day; tho' we are much diminiſh'd in Bulk, 
through the Geneia! 23 of Human Nature, 
For, theſe People affirm, That the Firſt Race of 
Men, were all Gyant;: But that thiough Intem- 
perance and other Vices, their Of-ſpring thrunk 
by degrees into ſmaller Dimenſions, til} at 
Length they arriv'd at the preſent Stature, and 
appear'd like Pigmies in Compariſon of Prim;- 
tive Sons of Lontizam. In Confirmation of thi s 
the Indians ſhew to Travellers, lome of their Te- 
n out of vaſt Rocks, with the Images of 
* thoſe 
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thoſe Giawtick Men, who they ſay were employ'd 
in the Work. Theſe they honour as Hero's or 
Demi-Gods. 

x do not relate this for Truth, but only to di. 
vert thee, in repreſenting the different Opinion; 
of Men, God only knows, how to ſeparate the 
Truth from Falſbood in Hiſtories, 

But to return to Dierbeker : This Country is Fa- 
mous for the Tower of Babel, built by Nimrod and 
his Followers; at what Time, the Languages were 
confounded, as Moſes relates. Tis Remarkable 
alſo, for the Bartel fought between the Parthian: 
and Romans at Harran, and for the Death of Cara- 
calla, the Son of Severw, Emperour of Rome, who 
was Murdered by Macrinas, the Roman General. 
Theſe Emperours were all call'd Cæſars, as the King: 
of Egypt were call'd Pharaoh's and Ptolemies. It 
ſeems, the Word Ceſar, was firſt apply d to Julius 
the Rowun DiFator, for that his Mother dying un- 
der the Pains which were to give him Life, ber 
Belly was ript up, and he drawn forth from her 
Womb by the Hands of a Surgeon. In Memory 
of which, he and all his Secceſſors were call d 
Ceſars; that Word fignifying [drawn forth by 
Violence]. But, whoſoever the manner of his 
Birth was, this is Certain, that he and Forty of 
his Succe ſors, were hurry'd out of the World by 
untimely Deaths : For they either laid Violent 
Hands on themſelves, or were Murder'd by 
Traytors. 

If thou would ſt have any News out of theſe 
Parts, the Chief Diſcourſe at Preſent is, of a 
great Victory obtain'd by the Polanders againſt the 
Coſſacks and Tartars. And I cou'd wiſh this were 
all: But the Nazarenes are continually made joy- 
ful with the Succeſs of the Vuetians againſt the 
Arms of the Invincible Empire. They beat us by 
Sea, and baffle all our Attempts by Land. = 

9. 
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have not got an Inch of Ground in Candia, du- 
ring the laſt Campagne, but loſt many Thouſands 
of Men, and brought the Name of the Sublime 
Port and Viftoriow Muſulmans, in Contempt and 
Scorn. Where the Fault lies, God knows. Tis 
too Melancholy a Theme, to infiſt on Particulars. 

Don Juan of Auſtria, has alſo beſieged Barcelona 
by Sea and Land. 

Several Arrefts of Parliament, are here publiſh'd 
againſt the Prince of Conde and his Adherents ; and, 
*tis reported, the King will recal Gardinal Mazarini 
from his Bani ſbmen:. 

Illuftrious Prince and Governour of a Happy Re- 
gion, I beg thy favourable Conſſruction of this Ad- 
dreſs. And thus in Reverence I deſiſt, full of 
Dutiful and Affectionate Vows for thy Proſpe- 


rity. 


Paris, 19th. of the 14th, Moon, 
of the Nar 1651, 


L — _— 
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To Abdel Melech Muli Omar, Preſident 
of rhe College of Sciences at Fez. 


HOU haſt formerly received a Letter 

from me, wherein I mentioned the 15. 

nets of a certain French Ph loſop ber who 

maintains, That the Earth moves like 

the Reſt of the Planet:, and the Sus ſtands ill, 

being the Center of this our World: For he aſſerts, 
that there are Mary. 

The Name of this Sage is Des Chartes, Renow- 
ned n bout the World for his Learning and 
Kno iy tis lays as a Baſis of all his Philo- 
ſop ie, di hort Poſition and Inference, 1 THIN X, 

THERE- 
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THEREFORE I AM, In this alone he is Dog- 
matical, allowing a Lawful Scepriciſm, in all the 
Uncertain Deductions which may be drawn from 
it. 
Pardon me, Oraculous Sage, if I expoſe before 
thee my Infirmities. I am Naturally diſtruſtful 
of all Things. This Tempers put me upon Per- 
petual Thinking. And that very AQ convinces 
me, of the Trurh of my Being, according to the 
Method of this Phils/opher. But What, I am, | 
know not. Sometimes I Fancy my ſelf, no more 
than a Dream or Idea of all thoſe other TR 
which Men commonly beHNeve do Really Exi 

A mere Imagination of Poſſibilities And, that 
all which we call the World, is but one Grand 
Chimera, or Not hing in Maſquerade. 

At other Times, when theſe wild Thoughts are 
vaniſh'd, and my Spirits, tired in the Purſuit of 
ſuch Abſtracted Whimſies begin to flag, and that 
my Lower Senſe, awak'd by ſome preſent Pain or 
Pleaſure, rouzes my ſleeping Appetites : when I 
am touch'd with Hunger, Third. or Cold, or 
Heat, and find experimentally, I am Something 
that cannot be a mere Thought or Dream, but of 
a Compoſition which ſtands in Need of Ment, 
Drink, Garments, and other Neceſſaries: Then 
rather than fret my ſelf with Vain and Endleſs 
Scrutinies, I tamely conclude, I am that which 
they call a Man, I lay the Sceptick aſide, and with- 
out any farther Scruples or Doubts, fall roundly . 
to eating, drinking, or any other Refreſhments 
my Nature craves for. 

But no ſooner have I taſted theſe Delights, 
when my Old Diſtemper returns again» I then 
conſider my ſelf as a Being, capable of Happineſs 
or Miſery in ſome Degree, as I ſhall poſſeſs or 
Want thoſe very Delights I juſt before enjoyed. 
This is a ſufficient Damp to a Thinking _ 

v. 
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when he knows that he ſtands in Need of any 
Thing out of himſelf. But tis far greater, when 
he will take the Pains to number all the Train of 
his Particular Neceſſities, which he is not Cure he 
fhall always be able to ſupply. 

This makes me preſently conclude, That a: 
I am indebted to Other Creatures for my ſen. 
ble Happineſs, ſo I owe my very Being to Some- 
__ my ſelf. I examine my Original, 
and find I am born of Men and Women, who 
were in the ſame Indigent Circumſtances as my 
ſelf: And that it is not only fo with my Parti- 
cular Family, but with all Mankind; our whole 
Humane Race, being born Natural Mendicants from 
the Womb, As ſoon as we breath the vital Air, 
we Cry; and with thoſe Inarticulate Prayers, beg 
for Help and ProteQtion from others, withour 
whoſe generous Aid we could not ſubſiſt a Mo- 
ment: So poor and beggarly a thing is Man, 
from his Birth. This is the Condition of all: 
Neither is a King any more exempt from this 
Common Cherafer of Mort als, than the Slave who 
ſweeps the Streets. 

If I could have reſted in this Thought, ! 
ſhould have been happy: For it would have had 
this Influence on me, either to convince me, 
that I ought to be content with the Condition to 
which I was born, or to rid my ſelf out of ſo de- 
ſpicable a State by Death. 

But alas, one Thought produces another: And 
from the Contemplation of our preſent Miſery 
in this Life, I fall to thinking what will become 
of us after Death For, as we know not hat, 
or Where we were before we came into this World ; 
ſo there is no Human Certainty, Whither we 
ſhall go, or in What Condition we ſhall be, when 
we leave it: And therefore, it would be an un- 


pardonable Madneſs, to throw my ſelf head long 
into 
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into a State of which I have no Account. And, 
to avoid the Little Miſeries of this Life, which 
muſt have an End one Time or other, caſt my 
ſelf down a Precipice (for ought I know) of Inte- 
krable Torments, which has no Bottom. 

I hear the Philoſophers talk of Immortality, the 
Poets of Elyzium, the Chriſtian Prieſts of Heaven, 
Hel, and Purgetory; the Indian Bramins of Tyanſ- 
migration: But I know not what, or which I have 
Reaſon to believe of 4d theſe. 

I ſpeak. after the Manner of Ph;loſophers ; for, 
if we come to Faith, the Caſe is altered, Think 
not, I beſeech thee, that I call in Queſtion the 
Sacred Oracles, the Revelations of the ſent of God. 
But I only acquaint thee how my Natural Reaſon 
hatters me with Doubts. 

I ſee Men every where profeſſing ſome Religion 
or other; paying Divine Honours to ſome Superiour 
Being, or Beings, according as they have been Edu- 
cated; Which many Times tempts me to think, 
that Religion is nothing but the Efe# of Education. 

Then I wonder, how Men when they come to 
Years of Diſcretion, and their Reaſon is able to 
Diſtinguiſn between Things probable and mere 
Romances, can ſtill retain the Errors of their Infan- 
cy. Tis Natural for Children to be wheedled or 
aw'd into a Belief of what their Parents, Nurſes, 
or Tutors teach them. But when they come of 
Age, they ſoon re&ify their miſled Underſtand- 
ings, in all Things, fave the Affairs of Religion. 
In this they are Children ſtill, renacious of the 
Sacred Fables of their Priefts, and Obſtinate in 
maintaining them, ſometimes even to Death. 

It puzzles me to find out the Cauſe of fo 
ſtrange an Effect, That Men otherwiſe endu'd 
with Mature Judgment, and an extraordinary 
Sagacity in all Things elſe, ſhould yet be Fools in 
Matters of Religion, and believe Things ay 

nt 
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ror with th: Common Senſe and Reaſon of Man- 
Lind. | 

I could never give Credit to the Hiſtories of 
the Ancient Pagazs, which acquaints us with the 
devout Aloration they paid to the Creatures of 
the Painter or Carver, did not I ſez the ſame pratti- 
ſed among the Chriſtians : Or, that thoſe Wiſe Men 
of Old, cou'd ſwallow the Forgeries of their 
Priefts concerning their Gods and Goddeſſes, were [ 
not an Eye-Witneſs, how bigotted the Modern 
Nazavenes are to the Legends of their Saints, and 
the Zews to thoſe more Ridiculous Figments of the 
Talmud. 

It perplexes me, to ſee Mankind generally la- 
bouring under ſo great a Darkneſs, not ſo much 
the Effect of Ignorance, as of Superſtition : To be- 
hold Men well vers'd in Sciencer, and all kinds of 
Human Learning; yet Zealous Aſſertors of manifeſt 
Contradictions in Matters of Divinity, rather than 
oppoſe, or ſo much as examine the Traditions of 
their Father:, | 

When I behold Mankind divided into ſo many 
innumerable Different Religions in the World, all 
vigorouſly propagating their own Tenett, either by 
Subtilty or Violence, yet few or none ſeeming 
by their Practice to believe what they with ſo 
much Ardour profeſs; I could almoſt think that 
theſe various Ways of Merſbip, were firſt inven- 
ted by Politicians; each accommodating his Model 
to the Inclinations of the People whom he deſign'd 
to Circumvent. 

But when on the other fide I conſider, there 
appears ſomething ſo Natural and Undiſgui:'d in 
the Furious Zeal, and Unconquerable Obſlinacy of 
the Greateſt Part; I am as ready to Join with Car- 
dan, and conclude, That all this Variety of Reli- 
gion, depends on the Different Influence of the 
Stari. This was a famous Philoſopher in Europe ; 

an 
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and held, That the Religicn of the Jews, ow'd its 
Original ro the Force of Saturn, that of the 
Chriſtians to Jupiter, and Ours to Mars. As, for 
the Pagant, he aſſigns to them many Conſtellations 
and AſpeFs. 

Thus there is ſo equal an Appearance of Truth 
and Faiſhood in Every Religion, that I ſhould 
not know how, in Human Reaſon, to fix on 
any. | 
Taper nini renders a Man a Fool, and Scepriciſm 
is enough to make him Mad. To believe 47 
Things, ts above Reaſon ; to give Credit to Nothing, 
is below it. I will keep the Middle Path, and 
direct my Faith by my Reaſon. 

That Faculty tells me, that if I were inclined 
to Adore the Sun, Moon and Stars for their Beau- 
ty and Influence, I might on the ſame Ground 
Wirſbip my own Eyes, without which I could not 
behold their tempting Splengprs: Or, I might as 
well pay Divine Honour t that more Intimate 
Senſe, my Feeling, or any of my other Senſes 
which only render me capable to know the Ver- 
tue of theſe Luminaries. The ſame may be ſaid 
of the Elements, and of all Viſible Beings. 

What then ſhall I Adore, or to whom ſhall IT re- 
turn Thanks for all the Bleſſings J enjoy (for, 
even in this Miſerable Life, I taſte ſome Happi- 
neſs?) To what Being, I ſay, ſhall I addreſs my 
Vows and Supplications, for all the Good that 1 
poſſeſs and want? Is it to any Thing that I have 
ſeen or can ſee, or that I can repreſent to my elf 
under a Figure? ls it to any Part of the Uni- 
verſe, or no? No. To the whole Complex toge- 
ther ? No, I have a Thouſand kind Thoughts for 
the Sun, Moon and Stars, for tbe Elements, and 
many other Compound Creatures. My Soul, and 
that of the World, are Uniſons. But 'tis the Pro- 
found Depth of Eternity, the fin te and _ 
| tal, 
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tal, who is the Diapaſon, and makes perfect Har- 
mon y 

To that Being which has no Reſemblance neither 
is Drvided into Parts, nor Circumſerib d with Limits; 
whole Center is every where, Circumference no where ; 
Who hath neither Beginning nor End: To the only 
Ommipotent, from whom all other Things flow, 
and to whom they all return; To him I owe all 
that I have, and will pay what I can. And ſome- 
thing by his Determination, I am Indebted, and 
will diſcharge it to thee, Orient Light of the - 
reſco Maſſulmans; that is, the Duty of an Humble 
Slave, in begging Pardon for this Preſumption. 


Paris, 14th of the 2d. Moon, 
of the Year 1652, 


To the Kaimacham. 

"RP" LAS the Contemplation of 1/ouf Eb'u Ha- 

drills, an Arabian Philoſopher, That all Men 

were at Firſt Created in a State of War : For this 

Sage, gave no Credit to the Writings of Moſes, the 

Jowifh Hiſtorian and Prophet; neither cou'd any 

Arguments perſwade him to believe, That 2l! 

Mortal: deſcended from Adam. Twas an Article 

of his Faith, That in the Infancy of the World, 

Men were Form'd of the Prolifick Slime of the 
Earth, Impregnated by the Vigorous Warmth of 

the Sun, and that all other Animal; had their Origi- 

nal in the ſame Manner : But that in Proceſs of 

Time, the Richneſs of the Seminal Soil being 

exhauſted by a continual Spontaneorm Production ot 


Living Creatures, there was no other Way to per- 
: petuate 
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petuate the Various Kinds of Beings; and multi- 
ply the Individuals but by the Ordinary Method of 
Generation. For which Reaſon, Nature ſeems to 
have ſubdivided every Species into Two Sexes. 

Hence, This Philoſopher concludes, That at Firſt 
there was no nearer Relation between Man and 
Man, than there is now betwixt a Lyon and a 
Sheep, or any other different Kinds of Animals: 
Saving only, that as theſe are diſtinguiſh'd by 
their Frs, into Four- Footed Beaſts, Fowls, 
Fiſhes, and Creeping Things; ſo Men aſſum' d 
ro themſelves, the Character of Rational Crea- 
tures: and a Principle of Self. Preſervation, was the 
Firſt Ground of a Tacit and Common League be- 
tween Men, againſt the Reſt of their Fellow- 
Animals: Eſpecially againſt thoſe, which made 
a more Frightful 2 — on Earth than we do, 
and ſeem'd more Rapacious, and inclin'd to 
Miſchief; ſuch as Dragons, Tygers, Bears, Li- 
ons, & c 

But notwithſtanding this General Aſſociation of 
our Race, againſt the more Salvage and Fierce 
Troops of Beaſts; yet one Man ſtill ſtood upon 
his Guard againſt another. And all the Sons of 
the Earth, endeavour'd to maintain the Poſts 
which Nature had allotted each Man; That is, the 
Place where he was firſt Form'd, and drew Breath 
But Things cou'd not laſt long in this State: 
For either by Inſtinct or Reaſon (call it which you 
will, ſays this Author) Men being ſtreightned for 
want of Fruits, or ſpurr'd on by ſome Secret 
Defire of Novelty, ſoon went out of their 
Bounds, ard encounter'd each other, more b 
Chance than Deſign: Whence arofe the Fir 
Occaſions of Actual War. For, every Stranger, 
appear'd like an Invader: They Naturally ſtartled 
and ſuſpeed each other. Reciprocal Paſſions of 
Choler ſprung in their Breaſts: and every Man to 

| preven 
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prevent the Effect of his own Fears and Appre- 
henſions, ruſh'd on his Neighbour: who was on 
the ſame Ground as ready for an Aſſault as himſelt. 
Thus an Univerſal War Commenc'd in the World, 
which by Various Methods of Improvement, 
was carried on by the Succeeding Generations, and 
continu'd to the Preſent Times. 

As for the Original of Governments, the Particu- 
lar Time cannot be determin'd; but it may be 
ſuppoſed, That Men Generally finding the In- 
convenience of theſe private Perſonal Combats, 
and by Degrees arriving to greater Maturity of 
Experience, form'd themſelves at Firſt into little 
Societies and Friendſhips, or as they dwelt near one 
another, or as they agreed in ſome Common In- 
clinations, Principles, and Inteteſts. From 
which Small Aſſociations, they gradually ſpread 
into Larger Communities, living under certain 
Laws and Obligations of Mutual Peace, Juſtice 
and Aſſiſtance toward each other, and of Defence 
againſt their Common Enemies : Some living un- 
der the Form of a Common-W:alch, Others of a 
Monarchy; each Body of Men ſetting up ſuch a 
Model, as beſt ſuited their own Intereſts and Neceſ- 
ſities. From hence ſprung the Diſtinction of Na. 
tions, Kingdoms, and Empires. Thus far the 47a- 
bian Philoſopher. | 

But without enquiring into the Truth of his 
Principles, one wou'd think. that ſome of the 
Weſtern Nazarenes were his Diſciples. And indeed, 
all Civil Diſſentione, ſeem to be grounded on the 
ſame Maxims: Whilſt Men on the leaſt Diſcon- 
tent or Jealouſie, lay aſide he Obedience they owe 
to their Sovereigns, claiming I know not what Na- 
tural Right, to defend themſelves againſt the En- 
croachments and Uſurpations of others. 

Thus no ſooner was it ſuppo,'d here, that th 
King intended to recall Cardina! Marini from _= 

Kxilz; 
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Exile; but the Parliament of Paris, who are ſecret 
Friends to the Prince of Conde, publiſh'd an Arreſt 
2gainſt the Cardinal, whereby all Perſons are for- 
bid to contribute toward the Return of this Mini- 
fer; and Ordering, That his Library, with all his 
Moveables ſhou'd be fold to raiſe a Sum of a 
Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Livres, which is 
mis'd as a Reward to thoſe who ſhall either 
take him Priſoner, or kill him. They alſo Peti- 
tion'd the Duke of Orleans, to make the utmoſt 
Uſe of his Authority =_ the Cardinal. Who 
thereupon rais'd Conſiderable Troops, and gave 
the Command of them to the Duke of Beaufort. 

In the mean Time, the Cardinal is not Idle, 
but with what Forces he has, performs ſome 
Conſiderable Actions, in bis own Defence. He 
has taken Priſoner, an Eminent Councellor of Parli. 
ament. The Parliament ſent a Trumpet to demand 
his Releaſe. This Meſſenger was rejedted. 
2 the Parliament are taking New Me- 
thods, 

The Prince of Conde has ſent a Letter and Re- 
queſt to the Parliament, deſiring them to ſuſpend 
the Execution of the Arreſt publiſh d againſt him: 
ſince the Time given him to lay down his Arms, 
was not yet expir d, and that the Cardinal was re- 
turned into the Kingdom, contrary to a Prohibition, 
ſign d by the King. 

But, notwithſtanding all theſe Traverſes, M. x- 
rini is come again to the Court, which is now 
kept at Poict iert; Where he was receiv'd with In- 
finite Reſpe& and Careſſes, by the King, the Queen, 
and all his Friends. Animoſities daily encreaſe 
between the different Parties: Private Grudges 
are 1mproy'd to Publick Factions: An Univerlal 
Peeviſhneſs has poſſeſs'd the Hearrs of the French 
Nation: They are alarm'd and offended at one 
andther's Looks. If a 8 ſmiles too much or 
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too little, in converſing with his Friend, 'tis 
enough to give him the Character of an Enemy, 
or at leaſt to render him ſuſpected. So that he 
who wou'd live peaceably here at this JunQyure, 
had need to be well skill'd in all the Secrets of 
Phyſiagnomy, and make frequent Uſe of his-Look- 
ing-Glaſs; leſt any Oblique Caſt of his Eye, or 
Saryrical wrything of his Noſe, ſhou'd be Inter. 
preted for Symptoms of Hidden Malice. For now 
— ſpy Treaſon in every Feature of a Man's 
ace. 

As for me, when I go abroad, I conform to 
all Companies; yet alter not my Adaveſs, I nei. 
ther play the Ape, nor counterfeit a Sratue: But 
obſerving a Medium, I pay a Civil Reſpect to all, 
without being Courtly or Rude: For this Carri- 
age beft Suits with my Circumſtances. Hence it 
is that no Body ſuſpects the plain, deform'd, 
blunt, Crook back d Titus of Moldavis, to be what 
I am really, Mahmut the Slave of the Exalted Port. 


| Paris, 14th, of the ad. Moon, 
of the Tear 1652. 
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To the Reis Effendi, Principal Seeretar) of 
the Ottoman Empire, 


HE Prince of Conde's taking up Arms, has 

more puzzl'd the Counſels of the King of 
France, and more embaraſs d his Affairs, than any 
Occurrence that has happen'd ſince the Death of 
his Father . | 


J have 
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| have already informd the Ximacbam and 
others, of all Paſſages hitherto, relating to theſe 
inteſtine Brozls. Since which they ſeem to be im- 

tov d into a War, wherein Foreign Nations take a 
— After the Return of Cardinal Mazarini to 
this Court, the Prince of Conde was drive to great 
Streights, being compell'd by the ſwiſt Marches 
of the Kings Army to retire to Bourdeaux. 
Where, conſider ing that it would not be fo much 
his Intereſt to keep this Place, as to encreaſe his 
Forces, he ſent Envoys to the King of Spain, and 
Arch-Duke Leopold in Flanders, to deſite their Aſſi- 
ſtance. | 

The Former immediately diſpatched away Or- 
ders for a conſiderable Body of Men to approach 
the Confines of Gaſcoigne where the Prince had a 

reat Intereſt; and the Latter ſent him Eight 

ouſand Men, to act on the fide of Hander; and 

toward Pari, as Occaſion offer'd. 
This is the particular Game of the Spaniard!, 
to take Advantage of the C: vil Wars in this King- 
dom, that ſo by aſſiſting the weaker Party, they 
may balance the Conteſting Powers of the Na- 
tien, and keep em in a perperual Quarrel: Whilſt 
in the Interim, they gain Ground; recover the 
Places which the French took from em, in Time 
of Domeſtick Peace, and ſo pave the Way to New 
Conqueſt. 

In the mean Time, the Parliament ſent Deputies 
to the Ring, beſeeching him to remember hi; Ro- 
Word, by which he had for ever baniſh'd Car- 
dinal Mazarini ; and repreſenting to him the Fatal 
Conſequences, which were like to proceed from 
his Return. But the King, inſtead of complying 
with their Requeſts, caus'd an Edict of Council to 
be Publiſh'd, which juſtify'd his Condu& in this 

ter. 
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He alſo writ a Letter to the Parliament, full of 

Complaints, that they had not yet publiſh'd any 
Order, to hinder the Entrance of a Foreign Army 
into the Kingdom. But all ſignified Nothing, to 
Men pafſionately bent, to maintain the Prince of 
Conde's Quarre) againſt their Sovereign. He has 
but few truſty Men in that Senate, and they are 
over-aw'd by the Reſt. Beſides, the Duke of Or- 
leans bears a ſtrange Sway both in the Parliament 
and Country: 
At the Inſtigation of the Prince, the Citizens 
of Orleans ſhut up their Gates, when they heard 
the King was coming that Way in his return to 
Pars. Yet the Country was open for the Prince 
of-Conde, a SubjeF: He travell'd up and down the 
Provinces, to make New Intereſts, and confirm the 
Old; leaving the Command of his Army in Ga/- 
coigne, to his Brother the Prince of Centi. 

There have been many Skirmiſhes and Encoun- 
ters, between the King's Forces, and thoſe of the 
Male-Comtents; and one fierce Combat, wherein 
the Prince of Conde defeated the Vanguard of the 
King's Army, as he was marching to this City. 
Whereby, getting the Start of his Sovereign, he 
arriv'd here, and was receiv'd in the Parliament 
v hilſt the Monarch was forc'd to lie encamp d in 
the Field. | 

The Prince found a different 2 — accor- 
ding to the various Humours of People, The 
greateſt Part favour'd him, and he receiv'd infi- 
nite Careſſes from the Citizens of Paris: But met 
with ſome Oppoſition from Perſons of Higher 
Rank, and more ſtedfaſt Loyalty to the Crown. 
The Duke of Orleans is his greateſt Friend, and 
one for whom the Parliament have a great Defe- 
rence: Not ſo much in Contemplation of his 
Wit and Policy, as for the Sake of his near Rela- 


tion to the Crows; he being Uncle to the preſent 
King : 
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King : Whereby he has a Right to aſſume more 
Authority than others, in regulating the Diſor- 
ders of the Court; among which the greateſt is 
eſteem'd, that of Cardinal Mszarini's Return, 

In a Word, both Parties ſerve themſelves of 
thoſe who have the greateſt Intereſt, ' and are 
moſt likely ro compoſe the Quarrel. The Exil'd 
Queen of England, and her Son, who have taken 
Sanctuary in this Kingdom from the Perſecutions of 
their Own Subjects, make it their Buſineſs, = me- 
diate between the Cours-Party , and the Faction of 
the Princes. 

The Prince of Conde alfo, ſent Deputies to tlie 
King to repreſent to him, That the only means 
to give Quiet to the State, was to baniſh the Car- 
dinal Minifter: And as they were delivering their 
Addreſs, Mazerini came in; at the Sight of whom, 
they aggravated their Charge, and faid to his 
| Face, That he was the Cavſe of all the 
*EVILS, which the Kingdom ſuffer d. 755 
Cardinal Interrupt ing them, turn'd to the King, and 
* ſaid, Sir, it will not be Juſt, that ſo Flouriſhing 
* a Kingdom, and, to whofe Grandeur I have 
contributed all that lay in my Power, ſhould 
© ruin it ſelf for my ſake: Therefore I hum 
* bly eatreat your Majeſty to grant, that I 
may return to my own Country, or whitherſo- 
ever my Fortune ſhall call me. No, no, reply'4 
* the Queen (not without ſome Paſſion) This cannor 
be granted; the King had never more need of 
* your Counſels, than at this Juncture. We can- 
not conſent, that ſo Serviceable a Man ſhould 
* be Baniſhd, only to humour his Enemies. 
Therefore, let us hear no more of that. 

The Deputies perceiving nothing of Hopes, 
return d to Pars, Then the Parliament deputed 
others to go to the King, and Remonſtrate the De- 
plorable State of the Realm. This was done a 
few Days ago. I 3 In 
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In the mean time, we have been alarm'd here 
in this City, with daily InſurreQtions of the 
Multitude. The Occaſion was, ſome private 
Orders which the Dake of Orleans had given 
to the Proveft of the Merchants, relating to his 
Charge, and the Welfare of the City. This be- 
ing miſunderſtood by the People, who have not 
the Senſe to diſtinguiſh the Good Offices of their 
Gowvernowys from Injuries, put em all into a' Tu- 
mult. They aſſaulted the Proveft in his Coach, as 
he was paſling the Streets: And had he not eſca- 
ped into an Apotbecarys Shop, they would per- 
haps in their Fury, have torn him in Pieces: For 
fo they ſerv d his Coach, as an after Revenge. 

1am weary of beholding the Malicious Quar- 
re's of theſe Ing. But when I conſider, that 
their Diſcords will be Inftrumental-to the Future 
Con ueſts of the True Believers, I am Patient and 
Reſign'd. 

However, tis one Comfort to me in this Thor- 
ny Station, that one Time or other, inſtead of 
the perpetual jangling of Bells in Paris, I may 
again have the Happineſs, to hear the Muezins cry 
on the Minarets in Conſtant inople, There n bu: One 
God, and Mahomet his Prophet. Or if I ſhall not 
live to enjoy this Wiſh; yer, in the Inviſible 
State, I {hall hear the fame Cry, and ſhall be paſt 
Doubt of thoſe Things, whereof I have no Cer- 
tamty in this Life. 


Paris, 29th. of the 4th. hen, 
of the Tear 1652. 


LE T- 
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rn 
To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 
Seignior, 


"THE. Chriftiant: feem to have too proud an 

Opinion of themſelves, and fer a greater Va- 
lue on Human Nature than ſuits with Reaſon» 
They aſſert that all Things were made for Man. 
and ſtyle him Lord of his F:{low-Creatures ; as if 
God had given him an Abſolute Dominion over 
the Re of his Works, efpecially over the Animal 
Generations ; and that all the Birds of the Air, 
Beaſts of the Earth, and Fiſh of the Sea, were 
Created only to ſerve his Appetite and other Ne- 
ceſſities of Life. I remember a Letter I former- 
Iy ſent to thee, wherein I diſcourſed of the Car- 
teſian Philoſophers, and their Contempt of the Beaſts, 
in denying them Soxls, or the Uſe of Reaſon 

Give me leave to entertain thee now, and di- 
vert my felf with ſome farther Remarks on this 
Subje&. ?Tis a Refuge from Melancholy, when 
I can thus freely diſcover my Thoughts to a 
Friend, who I know will not be Partial to the 
Truth, 

I have been Jong an Advocate for the Brutes, 
and have endeavour'd both to abſtain from 
injuring them my ſelf, and to inculcate this Fun- 
damental Point of Juſtice to others. This is 
owing to the Example and Philoſophy of Mahummed, 
the Eremite in Arabia, that Light and Glory of Re- 
ligiou Men. And were it not that my — 
is to be doubtful in all Things, the Influence of 
his Converlation would make me a profeſs'd Py- 
thagerean, a Diſciple of the Indian Brachmans, a 
Champion for the Tranſmigration of Souls, ; 

14 . 
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The laſt Letter ſave one I writ to that Solitary, 
was upon this Subject: Such an one as wou'd 
divert him in his Cave. It contain'd an Account 
of the Primitive Manner of Life practis d by the 
Arcientt, a Narrative of the Golden Age, a Hiſtory 
of Human Innocence, and the Steps which Men firſt 
took, to uſe Yiolexce and Cruelty to their Fellow- 
Creatures, Now I will preſent thee with ſome 
Additional Obſervations, ſome Remnants of An- 
tiquated Truth, glean'd from Philoſophers and Hi. 
fleriant, and winnow'd from the Chaff of Error and 
Superſtition. 

Who wou'd not believe the Beaſts to be endu'd 
with Reaſon, when he beholds them perform all 
the Actions of Rational Creatures, with more 
Caution, tho* leſs Pride than Men? They ate 
more Provident than We, and much more ſub- 
tle in avoiding any Affliction or Danger. Wit. 
neſs Thales the Philoſopher's Mule, which he often 
employed to carry Salt to a certain Market ; but 
the Cunning Besft finding her ſelf-over loaded, 
when ſhe was paſſing through a River, lay down, 
whereby the Water penetrating into the Sacks 
of Salt, melted it away and lightned her Burden. 
And this was her Conſtant Practice; till the Phi. 
loſopher, perceiving himſelf thus out-witted by 
his Beaſt, was reſoly'd to circumvent her another 
way. Wherefore, inſtead of Salt he loaded her 
with Wool, which he knew would grow heavier 
by being Wet. But the wary Male, ſenſible of 
the Difference of her Burden, wou'd couch no 
more in the Water; but ſeeing no other Remedy, 
went forward on her Journey. 

Who will not admire the Wiſdom of the Fox 
in Cold Countries, which the Inhabitants uſe as a 
Guide when they would paſs over any Frozen 
Lake or River? For this Creature going 
them, lays her Ears cloſe down to the | 8 

2 iſtens 


liſtens to — A ſhe can hear any Motion or 

Noiſe of the Warer running underneath : Which 

if ſhe does, ſhe will not venture on the Ice; but 

if all be fill, then by a Logics! Dedact᷑ ion ſhe con- 

cludes, The Ice is thick enough to bear Paſſen - 

ers; and ſo ſhe leads the Way, whilſt the Men 
low. 

When a Dog is hunting in the thick Woods, 
and by chance comes to a Place where Three Paths 
meet, he firſt ſcents the Ove, then the Other; 
© And' perceiving that the Game is not gone by: 
any of thoſe Two Ways ; he throws himſelf ſwift- 
ly forward in the Third, without ſuch. a particu- 
lar Application of his Noſe. Which is an evi- 
dent Argument, that he makes uſe of the like- 
Choice we our ſelves ſhould do. 

And now I have mention'd this Creature, I 
cannot forbear celebrating their Virtue and Fi- 
delity: Whereof we have daily Experience; and: 
there are many pleaſant Example: recorded by 
grave Hiſtorians. 

Such is that of Hircenw, a Dig belonging to 
Lyſimachw, who would never depart from the Bo 
dy of his dead Maſter, but following it to the 
Funeral Pile, leapt into the Fire, and was burned» 
for Company. 

But the Gratitude of a Lym to a certain Slave 
in Rome, is beyond all Parallel This Slave 

was one of thoſe, who were appointed to 

Combat with Wild  Beafts in the Amphitheatre, 
according to the Cuſtom of the Ancient Romans, 
in the Publick Shews which were exhibited to the- 
People. As ſoon as the Lyon was let Jooſe-in the 
Pavement, he ran furiouſly at the Slave, but com 
ing nearer, he ſtop'd on a ſudden, as one aſto- 
nithed: Then he came gently toward: the S/ave,. 
fiwning upon him, and licking his Hand, which 
aus d all the- People to give a Shout, The £m. 


I. 5 peroues 
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perour being preſent, and taking Notice of the 
ſeeming Friendſhip and Acquaintance that was 
between the Slave and the Lyon, ſeat for the Slave, 
and enquired the Occaſion of ſo ſtrange an Ac- 
cident. To whom the Slave made the following 
Relation: 
% My Name, ſaid he, is Andredus, and I am 
* Slave to a certain Procenſul, who having deter- 
mind to Kill me, I made my Eſcape, and 
* hid wy in a Cave: Where I had not lain 
long, before this Lyon, which you now lee, 
* came in, being very lame of one Foot. As 
* ſoon as he ſpyd me, he came limping toward 
© me, and ſtretch d forth the Paw that was woun- 
_* ded, as tho he begg'd of me to eaſe him. Al. 
© frighted as | was, I took his Paw in my Hand, 
* and pull'd out a great ragged Thorn, which 
» * ſtuck faſt in it. Then I Waſh'd the Wound 
* with my own Water, whilſt he lay very pati- 
* ently till I througly dreſsd it. The Eaſe he 
found by my Application, made him fall aſleep; 
© and when he awak'd, he lick'd my Hands, and 
* ſhew'd other Signs of Affection and Gratitude. 
« I livd with him thus, Three Years in that Cave, 
and every Day he brought me a Share of his 
© Prey, on which I ſuſtain'd my Self. But at 
c 2 Tyrd with this manner of Life, I 
* rook my Opportunity, when he was gone 
abroad, to make my Eſcape. I wandered up 
* and down Three days, when a Company of Sol- 
« diers meeting with me, and knowing to whom 
I belong d, took me and brought me hither to 
4 my Otd Mafter, who has Condemn d me to this 
Cruel Death. But it ſeems, Fortune ſo order'd 
it, That this Lyen ſhould be taken about the 
« ſame Time, and appointed to be my Executioner 
this Day. Vet you ſee, he refuſes to perform 
his Office, out of Gratitude to me for my for- 
s merKindne's, "= PRO8 
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The Emperony aſtoniſh'd and pleas'd at this Paſ- 
ſage gave the Slave his Life and Freedom, beſtow- 
ing alſo the Lyon on him, which brought him in a 
Conſtant Livelyhood, by ſhewing him to all Peo- 
ple; who having heard of this Wonderful Acci- 
dent, were deſirous to ſee both the Lyn and his 
Tenant: For fo they ſtyl1'd the Slave; and ſome 
call'd him, the Lyon's Phyſician. 

I ſhould think I had (aid enough already to tire 
thy Patience, and make thee forſwear reading my 
Letters for the future, were I not well acquainted 
with thy Genius, and know that thou delighteſt 
in Relations of this Nature, being no Enemy to 
the harmleſs Brutes. | 

Whatever thy Sentiments are towards thefe, I 
dare be ſure, thou art my Friend, and wilt bear 
with my Importunity, when I ſtrive to convince - 
all Men, and confirm my ſelf in this Truth, 
That the Wild Beaſts are not void of Reaſou and 
Moral Vertue. | * 


Paris, the 2oth. of the 7th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1652. 


— 


LETTER V. 


To the Captain Baſla. 


|& the Name of God, ſuperlatively Indulgent and 

Benigo, Lord of Armies which cannot be Nume 

bred, Conſeryator of the Empire founded on his own 

Unity; Praiſe be to him, that has neither Beginning, 

nor End! What is the Reaſon, that we are always 

Baffld by the Infidels ? Every Year our Auguſt Eu- 
 prrony ſends out mighty Armies by Land, _ oor 
t 


189 Letters Writ by Vol. IV. 


Fleet, by Ses are term d INVINCIBLE, yet they 
are ſtill overcome by the Chriftians, Where the 
Fault lies, is beſt known to thee, and the General. 
to whom the Command of all is committed. 

My Spirit is diſquieted about theſe Things, 

and I am uneaſy by Day, neither dges the Night 
. 2ccord me any Repole. This hot Weather, 1 go 
up to the Terraſs of my Houſe at the Hour of Sleep, 
thinking that the Coolneſs of the Air would in- 
cline me to Reſt; but I can find none. I turn 
my ſelf on the Leads to the Right-Hand and to 
the Left, yet all Poſtures are alike. Sleep has 
abandon'd my Eyes. My Zeal for the Empire of 
the Faithful will conſume me. 

One Night I made Solemn Preparations to wel- 
come the Fir ſ 2 of the Moon, after the 
manner of my Countrymen. IſprinkI'd Water on 
the Floor of the Terraſt, and with a New Beſom {wept 
away all Uncleanneſs: I filPd a Lamp with the moſt 

ect Oyl could get in Pars, which having 

ighted at the going down of the Sun, I plac'd 
directly on that Patt which is neareſt to Mecca. 
Then I fell on my Face, and pray'd the Eterna“ 
Source of Light, ** That at the Moment, when 
the Avon firſt Aſcended our Horizon, an In- 
* teleflual Splendor might ſhine in my Breaft: 
„That 1 might there, as in a Mirror, behold the 
Future Fate of the Muſtlmans, and the Event,, 
* which as yet, were hid in the Dark Womb of 
Poſſibility. 6 

My Petition was granted: The Night was in 
her Shady Courſe; the Stars on their Watch; and 
Time» as from a Limbeck, diſtill'd the Silent Mi- 
nates. till the Moment wherein the Neighbour 
Planet, farſt peep'd on the Tops of Mountains. 
At chat Inſtant I faw,, and heard Things (or at 
leaſt I thought ſo) which I never ſo much as 
dream'd of before, neither can I remember the 
Thouſandth Part. Believe 
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Believe me, Supreme Commander of the Marine, 
1 do not boaſt, or Joy in this. For, I think 
there can be no greater Affliction than to be 
once made Partaker of ſuch a Bliſs, and then to 
loſe it, almoſt as ſoon as gain'd. Yet there are 
ſome Footſteps of the Viſin remaining on my 


ory. 

„ Methinks I beheld Armies of Muſſulman, (for 
& thought em to be ſuch by their Turbant:) mak- 
© ing ſeveral Deſcents on the Shores of I- 
« tj: Methought | ſaw them proſtrate themſelves 
* on the Ground, and after a conſiderable Space 
4 of Silence, the Air echo'd with the Sound of 
« ab, Allah, much like the Noiſe of great Ca- 
* ſcades, or Fall; of Water» 

is Then they ſeem'd to diſperſe themſelves all 
'« over the Country in divers Bodies. The In- 
„ habitants of Rome, appear'd all in a great Con- 
« fternation. The Chief Mufti of that Place, went 
forthwith into the Streets, follow'd by his Car- 
% ginals and Derviſes, accompanied by an Innu- 
„ merable Multitude of People. They carried 
„their Gods of Gold and Silver along with 
them and being apparell'd with Garments of 
© coarſe Hair, they ſprinkled Aſhes on their 
Foreheads, in token of their Humility, and 
to pacify the Indignation that was kindled 
* againſt them. yp 
But Heaven was deaf to their Clamoroys 
Vos, neither could all the Pomp of their S* 
* perſticiow ſolemnity, dazle the Eyes which are 
© a Thouſand Times brighter than the Sun, pene- 
* trating into the darkeſt Corners of the Heat 
* Ina word, theſe Infidel: ſeem'd a while after to 
be in a great Confuſion and Hurry, runnin 
this Way and that Way to hide their Goods, 
© and ſave. themſelves from the Viftocious $:ran- 
gert. In fine, I ſaw the Crofts taken down from 


Mn the 
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** the Minarets of the Moſques in Rome, and Creſcent; 
% advanc'd in their place. 

I do not relate this, as if I gave Credit to Viſi- 
ons and Trances: Perhaps all this might be but a 
Waking Dream. Yet ſuch Yiffonery Entertainments, 
happen of Courſe to our Countrymen, when 
they obſerve the aforeſaid Ceremonies, But I tell 
thee, I am not aſleep at this Moment; and yet it 

rs to me a very Probable Undertaking, for 

Muſſulmans to fit out a Mighty Fleet, which 
having a ſufficient Army of Land-men aboard, 
might deliver them with little or no Oppo- 
ſition, on (ome of the Wealthy Shores of 
Italy: And if jt is not thought worth the 
Labour to make New Conqueſts, which would 
be difficult to maintain; yer at leaſt our Soldiers, 
by plundering only the Rich Temples and Convents 
of the Nazerenes, might carry away Ineſtimable 
Treaſures, 
I wrote formerly to one of thy Predeceſſors about 
the ſame Matter, propoſing the Surprize of Loret- 
t, as a very eaſy attempt, and that the Booty 
would infinitely ſurpaſs the Expence and Trou- 
ble: But Mahmut's Advices are never regarded, 
till 'tis too late. We ſquander away Thouſands 
of Men, and Millions of Money to purchaſe lit- 
tle inſignificant 1/endr, which are defended indeed 
with ſeeming Vigour by the Chriftians, but tis 
rather to amuſe us, than out of any real Value 
they have for thoſe Places. 

It is only a Maxim of Weſtern Policy, thus to 

ive Diverſion to the Arms which are deſtin d to 
fabdoe All Nations. They ſport themſelves, to ſee 
the Flower of the Eaftern Militia conſum'd in 

their Trenches, before the Impregnable Fortreſs 
of Candis, which if won will not quit the Coſt 
ef ſo tedious a Siege. Whereas, in half that 
Time, our Invincible Forces might have over-run 
all Italy. Thou 
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Thou wilt not think this an Impracticable En- 
terprize, When thou ſhalt conſider the Diviſions 


of the Italian Princes, the Univerſal Security and 


Voluptuouſneſs of the Inhabitants, and yet the 
Oppreſſions and _— they live under, being 
fleec'd and poll'd of all their Subſtance, to main- 
tain the Grandeur of their Governours, and the 
Pride of the Clergy; which renders em equally 
. diſguſted at their preſent Slaviſh Manner of Life, 
and deſirous of a Change. It is not hard to ſur. 
miſe after all this, that a Conqueſt-wou'd be eaſy 
to the Victorious Muſulmans; or at leaſt ſuch De- 
predations, as would mightily enrich them. 

The moſt proper News that I can ſend thee, is 
of a Combat lately fought at Sea, between the 
Engliſh and the Dutch. The Genersls on both Sides, 
are ſaid to be brave Men. He of Britain is call'd 
Blake, the Others Name is Trump. Which had 
the beſt on't is not certainly known. Men ſpeak 
as they are by aſs d. Vet the Dutch loſt Two Ships 


in this Engagement, tho their Fleer was far more 


o 


| Numerons than that of che Engliſh. 

If I were worthy to adviſe my Swperionrs, I 
wopld propoſe ſome Notable Exploit by Land; 
for God has given the Earth to the True Believers, 
but the Sv to the Chriſtians. 


Paris, 14th. of the 6th, Moen, 
of the Tear 1652, | 
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LETTER v. 


To the Kiaya Bey, or Lieutenant General 
of the Janizaries. 


1 Had once a great Intimacy with Caim Hai, 
the brave Age, who now is no more on Earth; 
- That Honeſt Old Genera/, merited all Men's 
Love: Follow thou his Example, and in Time 
his Pos will fall to thy Lot. Thou art already 
in the laſt Advance to it; let no Airy Vice make 
thee Giddy, and give thee a Fall. *Tis a Common 
Aphoriſm, That Health, long Life, and Honour de- 
ſcend from Above. But if they do, I tell thee, 
tis like the Rain, which only then does good, 
when it penetrates the Earth, and moiſtens to the 
Root» An Humble Heart, is like a kindly Mold, re- 
ceiving the Dews of Heaven with Advantage and 
Profit; but Pride is a Rock, which ſpatters away 
the Bleſſing: ſhowr'd down on it. | 
Perhaęs thou wilt be aftronted at my blunt 
Way of Writing. Vet aſſure thy ſelf I honour 
thee more than a Thoaſand Fi-trerers, Fam not 
fent hither to ſtudy Nice Expreſſions but to ſerve 
the Grand Seignior with Integrity. Beſides, I 
know thou haſt not been accuſtom'd to the /of: 
Entertainment of Ladies Chambers, but the Rowgh 
Diale# of War, It is thy Honour to be unacquain- 
ted with the Delicacies of Diſcourſe, Dier, or 
Dreſſing; Things only fit to enervate a Man's 
Courage, and change his Heart into that of a- 
Woman. Thou know'ſt how to handle the Curi- 
4ſt, and Lance, the Sabre and Shield, the Bow, and 
Gun: and art perſectly versd in all the Military 
Terms of Art. A Difcourſe of Sieges and Cam- 
paigns, ſtorming of Forts, and plundring of 
Camps, 
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Camps, is more agreeable to thee, than all Tudy's 
Oratory, or the fineſt Strains of the Perfian Poets. 
I am therefore conhdenr, thou wilt not take it 
ill, that I addreſs to thee in a Style void of Arti- 
fice, yet full of Real Reſpe& and Love. 

If I counſel thee, tis for thy Good; and I am 
commanded to expreſs my Sentiments with Free- 
dom. Beſides, I have a Perſonal Privilege to ad- 
viſe thee, the Right of a Friend: Which thou 
wilt acknowledge, whien I tell thee, that I once 
had the Happinels to fave thy Life, as we travell'd 
together in Arabia. 

Thou canſt not but remember that Paſſage, and 
how that in heat of Youthful Blood, thou had'ſt 
provok'd an Emir to kill thee in the Sight of the 
whole Caravan, had not I fallen at his Feet, and 
told him, Thou wert a Stranger to the Cuſtoms of 
the Country. 

Believe me, I do not reproach thee with this, 
but only make Uſe of it, as an Argument to 
convince thee, That the Came Motive which 

pted me to-interpoſe my ſelf at that Time, 
ween thee and Certain Death, induces me 
now to give thee Warning of a Precipice, of which 
thou art in Danger. Every one gives thee the Cha- 
racter of a brave Man, and no Body diſlikes thee 
the Worſe, for being of an Air as Fierce as a Tar- 
tar. All this becomes a Man of the Sword; And, 
they ſay, thou doſt every Thing with a Martial 


But I am told likewiſe, that thou art Guilty of 
Avarice : And that for the Lucre of Preſexrs, thou 
enrolleſt Men in the Lift of the Fanizeries, who 
are not fit to ſerve in the Wars: ſuch as are Houſe. 
keepers, Perſons entangl'd with Wives and Chil. 
dren, with Debts and other Encumbrances : That 
they only appear on certain Days in the Military Ha- 
bit and then return to their Doweftick Bu _ 
without 
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without ever regarding the Diſcipline of the Royal 
Chambers, or thinking themſelves oblig d to lern 
the At of War: That thou in the mean Time 
takeſt their Pay, and many Additional Bribes, 
whilſt they are only contented with the Title and 
Privilege of a Janizary, to ſhelter themſelves from 
Juſtice, and prote& them in their Rapine and 
Villainies. | 

I tell thee, ſhou'd this be known and prov'd 
againſt thee, it would be to thy Ruine. But 1 
hope better Things, and that theſe are only the 
Surmizes of thy Enemies. For, thou knoweſt, 
that none ought to be admitted into that Ancient 
Order, but the Tributary Sons of the Nazarene: ; 
who being in their Infancy liſted in the College, 
know neither Father nor Patron ſave the Grand 
Seignior, who is the Common Parent and Proteftor of 
the Oſman Empire. On his Service is all their 
Zeal and Courage fix d, having no private Byaſs, 
no partial Inclinations, to warp them from the 
Fidelity they owe their Great Mafter. They are 
devoted to xo Toils and Hardſhip du- 
ring their whole Life. 

This was the Firſt Inſtitution of the Janizarier, 
though, through the Corruption of the Times, 
they have much degenerated from their Primitive 
Ruler. But thou, who art honour'd with an High 
Command, wilt ſignalize thy Vertue and Loyalty, 
in reforming theſe Abuſes, and in not ſuff:ring 
the College of n of War, to become a Receptacle 
of Rogues and Drones. ; 

Such Diſorder; as theſe, have promoted the In- 
teſtine Breils of this Kingdom. I ſay not that they 
are the Original Cauſes: Let, tis a great Diminu- 
tion of Sovereign Majeſty, when a King ſhail find 
his Own Armies fighting againſt him, as they 
do at preſent here in France. How miny Muti- 


nies and Rebellions have been rais'd by the licen- 
RD tious 


-» 
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tious Janixaries at Conſtantinople: when laying 
aſide all Reſpe& and Duty, they have not ſpar d 
to violate the Seraglio it ſelf; but entring within 
thoſe Sacred Walls with Bands of Armed Men, 
have turn'd all things Topſy-Turvey, ſeiz'd on 
the Imperial Treaſure, chang'd the Domeſtick Offi- 
cers of their Sovereign, and ſometimes chas'd him 
from his Own Palace, to the Hazard, if not to 
the Loſs of his Life? | 
If thou would'ſt know what they are doing 
here in France, the Men of Arms are cutting one 
anothers Throats, whilſt the Rabble are burning 
their Neighbours out of their Houſes. 
Two Days ago, the Multitude aſſembled in the 
Streets and having beſet a certain Palace in this 
City, they put Fire to it, reſolving to kill all that 
ſhould attempt to make their Eſcape, out of rhe 
Flames. A Perſon of Quality coming out to pacify 
them, fell a YiZim to their unbrid1'd Rage: And 
had not the Duke of Beaufort (of whom I have of- 
ten made mention in my Letters) interpos'd his 
Authority, they had murder d all that were with- 
in thoſe ſuſpected Walls. 
Sometime before this, the Mareſchal Turenne 
took a Place of Strength from the Prince of Conde ; 
who in Lieu of it took S. Dexys, a Town not far 
from Paris, wherein there is a Temple, which the 
French ſay, is the Richeſt in Europe. But they are 
laught at by the 1talians, who boaſt of far Richer 
Moſques in Venice,” Milan, Naples, and Rome. 
The Duke of Lorrain plays faſt and looſe with 
the Prince of Conde. He enter'd the Kingdom 
with an Army, pretending to eſpouſe the 
Prince's Quarrel, but was quickly bought off by 
the Queen, fo that he is now gone to Flanders 
again; by this Action leaving a Free Paſſage to 
the King's Army under Marſbal Turenne, to range 
whither they pleaſe, which were before block'd up 
by his Forces. Four 
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Four Days ago there was a Blooly Encounter, 
between the Troops of the Prince and thoſe of 
Maveſchal Turenne, in one of the Suburbs of Pars. 
Neither cou'd boaſt of the Victory, tho' the 

Battle laſted Five Hours, But at length, the 
Prince of Conde's Troops retir'd into the City, be- 
ing frighten'd with the Main Body of the King's 
— 0 which appear'd on the Neighbouring 

ills. 

Illuſtrious niz, fortify thy Heart with 
all the Neceſſiry Retrenchments of Heroic Vertue; 
And rather than Surrender to Temptations of 
Vice on diſhonourable Terms, run the Hazard of 
a Storm. 


Paris, the 6th. of the 7th. Moon, 
of the Near 1652. 


— 


LETTER VI. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, à Jew at Vienna. 


JE areall together by the Ears in this Xing- 
| dem; killing, burning and deſtroying one 
another: Whilft you in Germany enjoy Abun- 
dance of Peace. The Occaſion of our Quarrels 
here, is, the Return of Cardinal Maxarini, againſt 
whom the Duke of Orleans, and Prince of Conde are 
Inveterate Enemies. The former is declared Lieu- 
tenant General of the Kingdom, by the Parliament 
of Paris: Who give it out, That the Ring is Car- 
dinal Max arini's Priſoner, They have alſo be- 
fiow'd the Command of all Forces, under the Au- 
thority of the ſaid Duke on the Prince of Conde. 


- Their 
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Their Principal and only Pretence is the Remo- 
val of the Cardinal from the King and his Council. 
What will be the Iſſue, Time will demonſtate. 

There has been a Duel lately fou ght, between 
the Dukes of Beaufort and Nemours, Iwo Eminent 
Friends to the Prince of Conde. 

The King going to a Town call d Pontciſe, ſome 
Leagues from Paris, drew a great many Councelors 
and Preſidents of Parliament thither; Men who are 
Loyal and Stedfaſt to his Cauſe. This encou- 
raged the King to put forth a Declaration, comman- 
ding the Parliament to meet at Pontoiſe. They, 
on the other Side, pobliſh'sd an Arreft againſt 
this Declaration. Ihus they continue pickeering 
one at another. 

But here is News arriv'd from Cologne , which 
ſurprizes People very much. I know not the 
true Ground of their Aſtoniſhment: but the 
Prieſts ſeem to be Mad for Joy. All that I can 
hear about it is, The Reſtauration of the Roman 
Catholick Religion in that Province, which is a 
| Novelty unexpected; eſpecially the Ecclefiaftick 
Grandeur, which it ſeems, has been laid aſide 
above theſe Hundred Years. I tell thee only as 
I am inform'd my ſelf: It lies in thy Power to 
certify me of the Truth of Matters. ; 

They ſay alſo, That the famous General John 
de Werat is dead. As likewiſe the Arch-Biſhop of 
Treves. It is added, that Frantendal is ſurrendred 
to the El:Zor of Heidelberg, according to the late 
Agreement at Munſter ; And that there is a Diet be- 
gun at Ratichon. 

I defire thee to inform me of all theſe Things 
particularly, and of whatſoever elſe occurs in the 
Court where thou reſideſt. 

As to Matters of Religion, be not over ſedulous: 
Piety is compriz'd in a Few Rules, Yet, the Soul 
of Man is Naturally Inquiſitive, and would fain be 


acquain= 
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acquainted with All Thing. I adviſe thee to 
cal thy Eyes frequently on the Earrh that is under 
thy Feet; ſurvey the Groves and Fields; the 
Mountains and Valleys, Rocks and Rivers. Then 
look up to the Heavens, and take a ſtedfaſt View of 
the Stars: Confider the Beauty and Order of All 
things. And after this, tell me, if thou canſt 
imagine, That the Great and Immenſe Creator of 
this Wonderful Fabric k, form'd all the Nations of 
the Earth, to Damn em Eternally, ſave only thoſe 


of your Race. h | 
Son of Iſrael, I wiſh the heartily Adieu, 


Paris, x ith. of the 8th. Moon, 
of the Near 1652. 


LETTER VI. 
To the Kaimacham. 


T HE Pariſians ſeem to be all in a Dream or 

Trance. They know not what they ſay or 
do, or at leaſt they care not, Such is the earn 
Joy, for the Return of the King to this City. 
The Steps to this ſuddain Change, were the Re. 
tiring of Cardinal Mazarini from the Caurt. Which 
was ſeconded with a Declaration of Indemnity, or 
a General Pardon for all that had paſsd during 
theſe Troubles, fave ſome particular Reſerves, 
Sacrilege, Fires, and ſuch like. This work'd 
, ſtrangely on the Inhabitants of Pars. But the 
Prince of Conde not finding any Satisfaction, as to 
his own Perſon in this Amneſty, call'd in the Duke 
of Lorraius Army to his Aſſiſtance. Theſe re- 


duc d the King's Forces to fo great a Streight and 
Extremity, 
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Extremity that the Parliament being ſenſible of 
the Advantage, made uſe of it, and ſent Deputies 
to the King, beſeeching him to continue in the 
ſame good Reſolution he had taken before this 
Misfortune- 

The Menarch ſuffer d himſelf to be overcome, 
by a Violence mix d with ſo much Submiſſion, 
and yielded to their Requeſts Immediate- 
ly, the Hearts of the Prince of Conde's I riends 
grew cold, and began to change their Sentiments. 
In a word, they were reſolvd to deſert their 
New Maſter, and caſt themſelves at the Feet of 
their Lawful Sovereign» The Grandes, who had 
moſt affected Conde's Intereſt, laid down their 
Offices, The Foreign Armics of Spaniard; and 
Lorrainers, retird out of the Kizgdom. The Citi- 
zens of Pars ſent a Deputation conſiſting of Six- 
ty Six Per/ons of Honour, to invite the King to this 
Gy, and aſſure him of their Future Allegiance. 
All the Officers of the Militia, did the like. The 
King being fatisfy'd with the timely Penitence of 
his Subject, and having commanded ſome Prepa- 
ratory Alterations in Places of Truſt, enter'd this 
City on the Twenty Firſt of the laſt hen, with 
the Joy and Acclamation which cou'd expreſs 
the Love of his People, and the Regret they 
had labour d under, during his Abſence. 

Thou ſeeſt, Illuſtrious Miniſter, that tho' by 
the Artifices of a Fa#ion, a King may be render'd 
odious to his Subjects, be baniſh'd from his Palace, 
and have the Gates of his Cities ſhut againſt him, 
as befel to this Xing: Vet the Inconveniences 
they fee! in taking up Arms againſt him, ſooner 
or later bring 'em to Repentance; and they are 
glad to court his Return, whom but a while ago 
they forc'd away by their Undutifulneſs, to gra- 
tify the Ambition of a bold Young Prince of 
the Blood, who promis'd, and ventur'd all Things 

In 
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in Hopes of a Crown. For, it cannot be ſuppos d, 
That the Prince of Conde had leſs Aims, when he 
firſt began this War; tho' his Pretences were ſpe. 
cious, only to remove Cardinal Mazarini, and 
other evil Miniſters from the King, and to pro- 
tet the French, from the Machinations of 
Spaniſh and Italian Counſels; Whilſt it is 
evident thar all along he and his Party, have 
been ſupported by the King of Spain in their Re- 
bellion. One wou'd wonder, how the French, a 
Senſible and Witty Nation, could be thus impos d 
upon. But the in Proverb ſays, There ar: 
nome ſo blind, as thiſe that wil fully ſhut their Eyez. 

Yet, whatever Stupidity reigns among the 
Franks, Methinks Nothing but Light and Reaſon 
ought to appear in the Actions of the Auf 
I am confounded, to hear of the Rebellion in Sy. 
ria and Egypr. Will they never give Reſt to the 
Banner of the Prophet? Muſt the Supreme Miniſter, 
be ever imploy'd in proclaiming the Nefiraum ? 
What offence has been given to the Baſ/a of Da. 
maſcus, or to him of Caire? 

Sage Preſident of the Imperial City, I am abaſh'd 
before the Ine, when I hear theſe Tragical Re. 
ports out of the Eaſt. 

But what can be expected, when the Manners 
of the Faithful are quite eſtrang'd from thoſe of 
their Fathers ? The Muſſulmans almoſt out-do the 
Franks in Vice and Debauchery. 

When thou readeſt this, draw thy Cymerar, 
and make a Scebbard of the next Man who mut- 
ters a Word againſt our Lama Sovereign. 


Paris ad. of the 1oth, Moon, 
of the Tear 1652. 


LET- 
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LESTER N. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


Tell thee, I am neither Melancholy nor Mer- 

ry, but in a kind of a Mungrel Humour be- 
tween both. I am half Democritus, and t'other 
half Heraclitus; being Equally diſpos'd to Laugh 
and Weep at the Vanity of All Things here 
below. That thought touches me ſenſibly, yet 
not enough to carry me into Extreams. The Mi- 
ſery and Happineſs of the whole Life of Mor- 
tals are Themes ſcarce worth a Paſſion. What- 
ever we endure as an Evil, or poſleſs as a Good, 
are both ſo ſhort, that as the one need nor fink us 
to an Exceſs of Grief, ſo neither does the other de- 
ſerve a Paroxyſm of Joy, A Sigh or a Tear are 
enough for the Firſt; and a Smile is too much 
for the Laſt. My Mind at preſent is an £quil:- 
brium. x 

What ſignifies the Birth of the Greareſt Mo- 
narch, or that he can boaſt of a Long D ſcent of 
Kings, his Progenitors * He is born to Labour and 
Trouble, as well as other Men; and all the Charm- 
ing Pleaſures that attend a Crows, are Icarce ſuffi- 
cient to recompence bis Cares and Fatigues, his 
Hazards and Toils, and the Perpetual Riſques he 
runs both in Peace and War. 

If from the Cradle, he make an Early Step to a 
Throne, "Tis but a Mock Honour, to be Crown'd 
with a Wreath of Briars, :queez'd and prefs'd into 
his tender Ten pics, by the deceitful} Hands of 
his Guardians ud Minifter,, who ſtrive only to la 
the Foundation of their own Honour in his 
Ruine, by improving the Time of his Minority, 
and making — e that 1 
- tele 
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their preſent Authority, they may exact the LI 
and Elixir of his SwbjeFs Wealth, and hoard it in 
their own Coffers, leaving only the Lees to him 
when he comes'of Age, and theſe generally com. 
pounded with the III-will of his People. I wiſh 
the Caſe prove not the ſame in our Preſent Ssve. 
reign Sultan Mabomet; who, thou know'ſt, was 
litted to his Father's Throne before his Time, and 
by Methods which cannot be juſtify'd. It was 
the Mvufti's Plot, who is the Oracle of the Law; 
and ſo the Muſſulmans acquieſc'd. But mark the 
End. Such Treaſons ſeldom eſcape unpuniſh'd. 
Tho Sultan Ibrahim was Depos'd and Impriſon d, 
(not to mention that which grates the Ears of any 
Loyal Ott oman:) Tho' his Eldeſt Son be plac'd on 
his Throne, to ſerve the Ends of a Faction: Yet x 
Younger than he, may live to revenge the Wrongs 
that were done to his Father, and reſtore the Em- 
pire of the Faithful to its Priſtine Grandeur. There 
are now above Three Years elaps d, ſince the 
change of Affairs at the Seraglio In the mean 
time, doſt thou not obſerve the Diſcontents of the 
People? Is there not a General Coldneſs and Neu- 
trality to b: diſceru d in the Converſation of thoſe, 
who at firſt were moſt forward to approve the 
Mufti's Proceedings? Men begin way where to 
refl-& on the Preſent Revolution, and its Fatal 
Conſequences. The Venetian War, they by, has 

uite impoveriſh'd the Empire. Decay of Trade, 
Want of Money, and a Thouſand other Things, 
are the day Complaints in Conſfantinople: This [ 
am told from very good Hands, Mea of ſeveral Na- 
tions, Merchants who Trade in that City, Perſons 
alcogether unbyaſs'd. They, as Stranger, have 
been inquiſitive, during their Reſidence there 
into the Humours of People, to find how 
the Muſſi/wans ſtand affected to the Preſent 


Stats of the Orcomen Affairs I, who ap- 
prove 
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prove not the Preſumption of thoſe In#delr,i yer 
make uſe of it to inform my ſelf of ſeveral Mate- 
rial Paſſages, which 1 cou'd not otherwiſe learn, 
at this Diſtance from the Auguſt Port. 

They tell me, the Soldiers Murmur that ſo 
many Thouſands of Men have been ſacrifiꝰ'd in 
Candia, and Dalmatia; Whilſt what they gain 
in the Hand, they loſe on the Continent: For it 
ſeems, the Yenetians are ſtill too hard for us one 
Way or other. They grumble alſo for Want of 
their due Pay, and that they have not Bread 
enough to keep 'em from ſtarving. A certain 
Greek aſſur'd me, he had heard ſeveral of the Spa- 
his ſwear ſolemnly, That it was agreed amongſt 
them, not to go into Dalmatia the next Campaign. 
But this I took as a Strain of the Græcians Natu- 
ral Faculty, who, thou knoweſt, are much given 
to Romancing» However, I hear enough both 
from them and other Travellers, of Eaſt and Weſt, 
to convince me, That ſome of the Grandees at the 
Imperial City are in a tottering Condition, | 

All which ſerves but to confirm my firſt Di- 
ſcourſe, That hardly any Thing on Earth is worth 
a Thought, ſince all things are of ſo ſhort Du- 
ration. | 

In a Ford, the World ſeems to be a Garden in- 
mingled with Roſes and Weeds. The Firft arc fo 
cloſe encompaſs'd with Thorns, that a Man can- 
not gather 'em without wounding himſelf: And 
if there be more Eale in cropping the Latter, yet 
they are unwholſom and ſtink; putting a Man 
to as frequent Purifications, as the Times he 
touche em. 

Let thou and I, Dear Gnet, paſs along the Mey, 
of this Garden, view her Beauties and Deformities 
with an Even Mind; not putting our elves to 
the Fatigue of gathering her Flowerss or ſuffering 
our ſelves to be tempted * her ſofter Pleaſures, 

| 2 i + 


— — = 


o 2 . = | ho ” 
—— —_— — — oe er” 2 oo = r 
2 R—_ ROO . —- — 2's 
. * — > - ©.» LY = > _— ED 
pa CO ew l => a a oc 


* TS. - 
» I +4, hy 7 — 
1 "> | 2 4 4 
. 3 pos 2 8 — 
jo 1 1 > - 9 
N gra EVR _—_ —— — - _ 


. 
+ * — 2 
— 


— — 
S — 2 22 
7 Pies YET 


1 


* 
* 
2 
- „ 
.F 
* 
"= 5 


Ter 


1 — 
> 43 
-. AY — 


— x * 
= \ 


— — 


196 Letters Writ by Vol. IV. 


But let every Thing we ſee and hear in this Eu- 
chanted Groand, ſerve the Ends of our Contempla. 
tion, being ſtedfaſtly mindful of this Truth, 7247 
al thoſe Things which appear ſo Gay and full of Charms, 


- are Nething but mere Empty Idea's and Fleeting Sha. 


aows, of that Subſtantial and Permanent Pleaſure, 
which has her Reſidence only in Paradiſe. 

Thou may'ſt tell the Kaimacham, our Friend, 
that now the King of France begins to play the 
Monarch on the Bottom of his own Wit and Con- 
rage, without the Aſſiſtance or Council of Tutor: 
He has brought the Parliament to an Ablolute 


Compliance with his Will, having purg'd thee 


Senate of diſaffected Members, and baniſh'd from 
the Court the Duke of Orleans, who pretended a 
Right to Rule his Sovereign In the mean Time, 
the Prince of Conde has taken Rethel and S. Meue- 


bond, whilſt Barcelona is ſurrendred to the Span- 


ards, Thus what is gain d in one Point, is loſt 
in another. Doubtlets, there is nothing Stable 


on Earth. ; 


Paris, 8th of the 11th. Moon, 
of the Near 1652, | 


LETTEEX 


To Melec Amet. 


F Adventure and Miraculous Eſcape over 
the Danube, put me in Mind of a certain 
French Noblem an of the Prince of Conde's Party, 
who laſt Summer, being cloſely purſu'd by ſome 
of the Kings Horſe, and himſelf excellent- 


ly mounted, leap'd Hedges and Ditches to 
avoid 
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avoid Captiviry. At length, they had chas'd him 
into a Corner of the Lind; from whence it was 
Impoſſible for him to eſcape, but by ſwimming 
oer a ſmall Arm of the Sea. What Riſ;nes will 
not a Man run, for the Love of Liberty? This 
Perſon, like 2n oer heated Sragg, perceiving his 
Hunters cloſe at his Heels, boldly leap'd on- Horſe- 
back into the Sea; chuſing rather to periſh in 
the Waters, than fall into his Enemies Hands. 


None were fo hardy, as to follow him through 


the Uncertain Waves. However, his Horſe being 


of matchleſs Strength, carry'd him ſafe over to- 


the oppoſite Shore. As ſoon as he arrived at the 
next Town, where ye had many Friends, he re- 
hred this Wonderful Paſſage. Bat inſtead of 


cheriſhing his Horſe, for fo faithful and Invalu- 
able a Service, he drew his Sword, and immedi-- 


ately kill'd che Beaft that ſav'd his Life: Saying, 
he did it for the Sake of Fame, being reſolv'd, 
that his Horſe ſhou'd never perform the like Service 
to any other Mortal. + 
This was an 22322 Caprice, and far from 
the Morality of Sultan Selim, the Son of Bajazer, 
who, when his Truſty Horſe Carabulue, had once 
fav d his Life by his Extraordinary Swiftneſs; he, 
in Token of his Thankfulneſfs, Built a Stable on 
Purpoſe for him in a large Encloſwe of Mea - 
dows, allowing a Penſion to a Groom to wait on 
the Meritorious Be, and give him his free De- 
light in all things, as long as he livd; Com- 


manding, that he ſhou'd never more bz forc'd to- 


labour or travel. And to compleat the Happi- 


neſs of the Beaff, he cull'd out ſome of the Beau-- 
tiful'ſt Mares of Arabia to accompany him; 
charging alſo, that the Doors of the Stable ſhou'd: 
be always open, for the Horſe to go in or out, and 
range when and where he pleas d. This was a- 
Generoſity worthy of an _ Monarch, whom, 
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as my Letter informs me, thou haſt in Part imi- 
tated. 

But ſuch is ſome Men's Ambition, and vain 
Deſire to be talk'd of, that they care not by 
what barbarous Methods they accompliſh their 
Aim: It was u Motive of this Nature, which 
tempted Eroftratws, to ſet Fire to the Famous 
Temple of Epheſw ; which had been Two un- 
dred Years in Building, and was numbred among 
the Seven Wonders of the World. 

This happen d on the very Night, that Aleran. 
der the Great was born. And the dais being 
ask d, Why he committed ſo deſtructive a Sacri. 
lege; anſwer'd That it was to acquire an Immortal 
Fame by ſo flupendows A Wickedneſs, ſince he cou d 
wot hope to be recorded for hu Vertue. 

Plutarch mentions a Jeſt, that was made on 
this Deſtruction of Diaxa's Temple. For it was 
common in every Bodies Mouth, That the Goa. 
aſs being call'd that Night ro the Labour of Ohm. 
pies, the Mother of Alexander, cou'd not be pre- 
| lent at Home to ſave her Houſe from Burning. 
For the Gentiles believ'd, that Diana (whom 
they alſo call'd Lucins) was Inviſibly , aſſiſtant 
at the Birth of Children. BY 

However, the Prieſi+ made no Jeſt on't; but 
ran up and down howling and making Gaſhes in 
their Fleſb, preſaging that Fate was that Day 
buſied, in figning the Decree of Afe's Ruin. 
This is certain, That that very Night the Man 
was born, who was deſtin'd to ſubdue all Asia, 
and on the Ruins of the Perſian Empire, raiſe the 
Monarchy of the Macedoni ant. However, the Villain 
. who burnt the Temple, had not his Deſire. For 
it was Decreed throughout all Afis, That his 
Name ſhou'd never be mention'd in Hiftory, or 
any Publick Writings: | 


It 
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It is Recorded of a certain Governour of a City 
in Iraly, That being on the Top of an high 
wer with only the Pepe, the German Emperour, 
and an Ambaſſader from Venice in his Company, 
he was tempted to throw the Two former over 
the Battlements, as they were taking a Survey of 
the City! Which he might have eaſily done, for 
they were both Aged, and Incapable of reſiſting 
bis Strength. This Paſſage he confeſs'd to his 
Ghoſtly Fat her: And being ask'd, What induc d 
him to think of ſuch a Horrid Treaſan? He an- 
ſwer'd, That it might be ſaid,- He did a Thing, 
which never wax done before, nor in all Probability 
won ever be dene again: Since no Prince, having 
heard ſuch a Story, wou d ever vent ure himſelf into the 
ſame Danger without a ſufficient Guard of his own. 
But however, he had not Reſolution enough to go 
through with his Project. 

I hear thou art like to acquire Fame by other 
Methods than theſe, being in a fair Way, to riſe 
by thy Vertues, to ſome Conſiderable Employments 
3 > a For which, I equally rejoyce with 

y ſelf. 

In the mean Time, twill perhaps be obliging, 
to tell thee ſome News out of theſe Parti. Which 
will make thy Company welcome to the Grandeez. 
They Love to converſe with Men, who can fur- 
niſh em with Intelligence of Rreigu Af arrs. 

The freſheſt Diſcourſe here is, of the Impriſon- 
ment of the Cardinal de Retz, who was arreſted 
by the King's Order on the Nineteenth of this Moon. 
What his Crime is, I cannot inform thee, unleſs it 
be, that he is an Enemy to Cardinal Mazarini. 
People 3 give him the Character, of a very 
honeſt » Bur, thou know'ſt, Honeſty is coun» 
ted a Yice in the Courts of theſe Weflern Princes. 
The Crafty, are the only Men of Yertue, and 


Merit among the Irs 
i K 4 Thou 
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Thou may |t alſo report for a Certainty, That 

the Spaniards have taken Dunkirk in Flanders, 
and Cazal in the Dukedom of Mantua. This Town 
is ſaid to be Rey of all /ra/y: I cannot tell thee, 
which is the Lock it belongs to; nor, I believe, 
they themſelves. But, this I obſerve, That 
when the King of . France fits down before any 
Place with his Army, whoever has the X-y, neither 
Locks nor Bolts can keep him out long. And tis 
Ten to One, if he do not find an Entrance into 
this place again very ſpeedily, when the Spanifb 
King has pleas'd himſelf for a while with an Ima. 
ginary poſſeſſion of it. 
I conclude my Letter juſt at the Hour when 
the Old Year expires, accord ng to the Account 
of the Chriſtians, wiſhing thee a Scene of New H- 
licities. 


Paris, 31ſt. of the 12th, Moon, 
of the Year 1652, 


* 


— 


LE AR AL 
To the ſame, 


| the Opportunity of a Day or two 
more, before the Poff goes out of Town, 
I make uſe of it to ask thee, Whether there be 
any Notice taken in your Parts, of a Comet new. 
ly appearing above the Orb of the Sun? It has not 
been obſerv'd here till within theſe few Nights. 
And the Afronomers, notwithſtanding the Cold- 
neſs of the Seaſon, (which I affure thee is ſharp 
enough) are very buſy with their Teleſcopes, to 


pry into the Figure of this Meteor, and obſerve its 
Motions, 
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Motions. They take great Pains, and endure 


all the Rigour of the Froſt and Snow, in Hopes 
of making ſome new Diſcovery. | 


The Vulgar look on it, as a great Prodigy: 
There are a Thouſand Opinions among them 
abouts its Conſequences: Every Body ſets up for a 
Judicial Aſtrologer. Nay, the Learn d themſe'ver, . 


and ſuch as are eſteem'd Great Ph:Joſoz bert, cannot 


agree in their Judgment concerning it. Some 
afſect, That the Matter of the Heavens is ſubj:& to 


Corruption and Change, and that this Comet i gene- 


rated after that Manner: Whilſt others hold a 


Contrary Opinion. They are all divided and diſ- 
pute hotly in as Unimreligible Terms, as the Lan- 
gaages of America are to us of this Continent. They 
amuſe one another, and themſelves, with far- 


ferch'd Words: And all this while, for ought 1 
know, the Wiſeſt among em may be as much 
under a Miſtake, as thoſe who never ſtudy'd ſuch 


Things. All the Infruments of the Opticks, are 


ſoughr ought to help their Sight : and yer they may 


be as much in the Dark, as the Men in Plato's Cave. 


It is an Article of my Faith, That we Mortals 


know very little of thoſe far diſtant Beings. But 


theſe Franks are the moſt opinionated People in 
the World; no Man has the Modeſty to allow - 
another as much Right to Reaſon as himſelf. Eve» - 
1 one (ets up for a Dogmatifi, and requires the In- 


tellects of all others to be reſign'd to his; tho 


perhaps, that be 2 form'd by the Rules of hi: 

a ions of his Early Years, the 
Force of Education, the Faſhion of bis Country, 
or by ſome Notable Accident in his Life: All 
which are equally liable to Falſhood and Truth. 


rents, the Impre 


How many Sed, were there of the Auctent Philoſo- 


phers, ſtiffly defending their ſeveral Opinions? 
One ſays, The Heavens: are made of Braſs ; Ane- 
ther, of Irop; a Third, of Smok:. This — a 


K xs 
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have 'em to be Solid, That Fluid: There is no 
End of their Controverſies. 

In the mean Time, no Man knows What they 
are made of, or what is the Figure of the Warld, 
Whether Round or Square, or beyond all Dimen- 
fions : Whether Matter be Diviſible, or Indiviſi- 
ble in the laſt Atome. Who can aſſure me, If 
there be only One World, or Whether there may 
not as well be a Thouſand Millions? Whether 
the Stars be Opake Bodies as this Earth, and Inhabi- 
ted, or no? I tell thee again, there is no Certainty 
of theſe Things. Man's Senſes are too weak, his. 
Imagination too frail, and all his Faculties far too 
thorr, ro comprehend the Warks of the Omni potent, 
who alone is * ſe and Perfect in Science. 

Wile thou have my Opinion of this Comer? I 
am apt to think, Tis ſome ſuch Globe of Combu/ti- 
&e Matter, as Our Earth appears to be, and per - 
haps burden'd with as many Sinners: That either 
by the Courſe of Nature, or Decree of Deſtiny, the 
Raclos'd Fire has broke its Bounds, and ſpread its 
Conſuming Flames o'er the Surface; Which em- 
body ing themſelves in the Pyramid of Smoke, ari- 
fing from ſo vaſt a Conflagration, cauſe that Appea- 
rance which we call the Tail of a Blazing-Star, 
And,. for ought I know,. after the ſame Manner 
thall all-our Globe appear to the Inhabitants of thoſe 
Remote Worlds, at our Day of Judgment. 

am not poſitive in theſe Matters, nor will 
I ſhut up my Soul from Future Lights: But leav- 
ing Things, as I find em, fall of Myſtery, and 
double Faces, I will expeQ no better Fate than 
that of Socrates, That as | have livd, fo ſhall I 
die in Doubt, only hoping for Plenary SatisfaQi- 
on in che Next World. 


5 2d. of the Iſt. Moons. | 2 
* the Tear 1553. 
LE T- 
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LETTER XII. 


To Peſteli-Hali, bz Brother, Maſter of . 
"tbe Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms. 


Ow thou beginneſt to reap the Fra:t of thy: 
Travels. May it thou live to have a Ful Har- 
vet. I eſteem my ſelf. infinitely oblig'd to the: 
Ilufiriow Baſſa, our Country Man, for his particu- 
lar Friendſhip in this Bnſineſs. Tis true, thy own: 
Merits were a ſufficient Recommendation : Bur 
what Light can a Candle give, that is ſhut up cloſe 
in a Dark Lanthorn? So thick was the Veil, which: 
thy own Modeſty had drawn o'er the Splendor of the- 
moſt Accomplih'd Yertwes. 

Son of my Mother, let not whar I have ſaid, 

ſs for the Words of a Flatterer. Thou know ſt. 

am as free from that Vice, as I am from Envy. 
Tis Affection only guides my Pen, when | tell 
thee, I heartily rejoice in my Brother's Proſperi- 
ty; and that the Grand Seignior has a Faithful Ser- 
vant. I hope that Sovereign of So vereignt, will in- 
Time find Reaſons to acknowledge to the Noble 
Rerker Haſſan, the Good Office he has done him im: 
2 ſuch a Slave Let no Error of thine, 

ulk my Expecta tion. 

"Twill be an Eternal Honour, to the Fovſe and? 
Tribe from which we deſcend, if by acquirting; 
thy ſelf fairly in this Poſt, our Great Meer hall 
think thee worthy of a more Slime Station. 
Theiefore eſteem this only as a Tryal of thy Fide» 
lity. and how far thou art capable of ſerving the. 
S$z/tan, Be Induſtrious, but nor Aff: cted, in di- 
ſcloling thy Abilities. Obſerve a Gradation; For- 
the (loweſt Steps to Greaneſi, are the moſt fecure:. 
Aim not to be Rich and Aighty, on a 8 


* 
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Swift Riſes, are often attended with precipitate 
Falls. If, in other Caſes, tis Commendable to 
be niggardly of Time, and ſqueeze every Minute 
to an Improvement in Vertue; yet thou wilt find 
it expedient to follow other Maxim, in the Way 
of growing Great: And that to be Liberal in 
Years of Patience, will be no unproficable Fru- 
gality in the Main; ſince what is ſooneſt got, is 
generally ſhort in the Poſſeſſion: And he that mo- 
nopolizes Honour; or Wealth, is moſt Times envy'd 
to his Ruin. 

Nature it ſelf ſhall convince thee of this if thou 
wilt but contemplate her moſt Obviow Works. 
Caſt thy Eye on the Oak among the Plants: What 
Szgetable is more Permanent, or of greater Szrvice 
to Men? Yet the Tree of ſo vaſt a Bulk, in whoſe 

Aged, Hollow Trunk, I have ſeen Sixteen Men 
ſitting round a Table; under whoſe wide-ſpread 
Branches, the Houſe of Arom Eb'niel Eben Sherophaim, 
the Chief Emir of Arabia, is Built, and ſtands at 
this Day: I fay, this Tree in its Firſt Original, was 
not ſo big as the Thumb of thy Righ: Hand: And 
if Naturaliſt; ſpeak Truth, 'twas a Hundred Years 
a grow ing to theſe Dimenſions; as many in a fix d 
and FI uriſhing Condition, and that it will not 
take up a leſs Time in decaying to its laſt Rot- 
tennels. 

Th y fay alſo, That an Elephant, the Biggeſt 
and S:congeſt of all the Beaſts on the Earth, lives 
Two Hundred Years, and continues encreaſing in 
its Stature, the greateſt Part of that Term. The 
Hke they relate of Crocodiles and Dragons. 

But not to tire thee with Examples of this Na- 
ture, let us conſider, that whatſoever is great and 
durable among Men, whatſoever is Illuſtrious 
and Excellent, is flow in the Production, and 
makes not haſty Leaps to Maturity. View all 
the Alonarchs:; that have made ſo much Noiſe on 

TEES Earth, 
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Earth, and thou wilt find, that in Proportion to 
the Time of their Growing Greatneſs, was the 
Term of their Duration. How (wift was the Riſe 
and Fall of the Perſian Empire? Equally precipi- 
tate was that of the Mactdonians. None could 
ever boaſt of ſo Permanent and Univerſal a Sway 
as the City of Rome, of which it is commonly 
ſaid, Rome Was not built in a Day. 

To come nearer Home ; How Laſting and per- 
petually Victorious, is the Sacred Empire of the 
Muſſulmans? Yet it took its Firſt Riſe from very 
ſmall Beginnings, met with frequent Repulſes, and 
has made a flow Progreſſion ro the preſent Forms- 
dable Height of Sovereign Power it now poſſeſſes. 
For, thou know'ſt, This is the Thouſandth, Six- 
tieth and Third Year, ſince the Holy Fight of the 
Meſſenger of God. 

hat I have ſaid, may be apply d with Pro- 
portion to Men's Perſonal Advances in the Hor 
eurs and Fortunes of this World. Be content there- 
fore with the Seaſons wherein Deſtiny ſhall think fic 
to raife thee, and ſtrive not to out run thy Fate. 

All the News I can tell thee is, That Cardinal 
Mazarini return d the 13:4. of the laſt M, from 
his Second Ban:ſbment : Which thou may'ſt report 
for a Truth, to the Minifters of State. 

We are all Exiles here on Zart hͤ. God reſtore us 
to a Region more Agreeable, and admit us to the 
Gareſſes of our Friends in Paradiſe. 


Paris, 25th. of the zd. Moon, 
of the Tear 1633. 


206 Letters Writ by Vol. IV. 


LETTER XIII. 


To Kerker Haſſan Baſſa. 


HE Bleſſings of God and his Prophet deſcend 

upon thee from a Thouſand Sources. Thou 
art a true Friend, and our whole Family are 
oblig'd to thee for Favours which have no 
Number: But none more than my Brother and 
I. Our Engagements to thee are Equal; 
fince what Kindneſs thou haft ſhew'd to him, 
in recommending him to the Sultans Favour, 
and to a Place of Honour and Profir, I take as 
done to my ſelf; we being Naturally ſharers in 
each others Proſperity or Adverſe Fortune : For 
ſuch is the Method of firi& Relations and Friend- 
ſoips. And I have a particular Reaſon to thank 
thee, becauſe it was at my Inſtance thou promo- 
ted'ſt him. Yer tho? he is my Brother, I ſhould 
not be ſo Partial as to ſay theſe Things in his Be- 
half, did I not know him to be a Man of Merit. 
For Places of Truſt, ought not to be beſtowed for 
Favour or Affection. We are bound to ſacri- 
- fice all Private Regards, to the Intereſt of the 
Grand Seignier: And not act like the French, who 
t Offices of the Greateſt Importance many 
imes by being of a Fa#im or Party, oppoſite 
to their King. 

Since the Return of Cardinal. Mazarini to this 
Court which was in the foregoing Moon, the King 
has reform d many Abuſes cf this Kind. He be- 

ins to feel his own Strength and Authority, every 
ay mote and more. | 

In the Moen of December, dy'd Cardinal Richlieu's 
Brother, who was Biſhop of Lyons, and Grand Al- 
money of France. The King has beſtow'd theſe 

Honours 
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Honour on Cardinal Antonio Barberini, who took 
Sanctuary in this Court, from the Perſecutions of 
the Preſent Roman Pont iſf, almoſt Ten Years fo. 
He has always eſpouſed the King of Frances In- 
tereſts in Rome. And the gratetul Monarch, re- 
ceiv d him with much afteQtion; and as an Addi- 
tional Honour, has made him a Knyght of the 
Holy Spirit. This is the Chiefeſt Order of Knight- 
hood in France. 

It is freſhly reported' here, that the Duke of 
Newburgh, a Great Prince in Germany, is dead. 
They talk alſo of certain Prodigies that have 
been lately ſeen in Eng/and, Ireland, and other 
Parts of Europe; As Raining of warm Blood, 
Tin and Copper. And ttis :ffirm'd for certain, 
That Three Suns were lately ſeen at Dublin, the 
Chief City of Ireland, 

here has been a Se Combat between the Engliſh 
and Hollanders on the Coaſts of ahi Wherein 
they ſay, the Durch had the Victory, having ſunk 
Two of their Enemies Ships, and taken One, 
— ay any Conſiderable Lols on their own 
ide. 

Here is no other News ſtirring at preſent 
worth the Knowledp: of a Muſſulman Grand. 
The Eyes of all the #7: Nazarene: are fix d on 
that Refuge of the Hiri, where thou reſideſt, 
and on the Actions of our Invincible Vizir in 
Cand: a. ; 

They diſcourſe of ſome Overtures of Peace, 
v hich that Great General 1125 made to the Venet i ans, 
if they will forthwith ſurrender the City of Cau- 
dia to the Viteriou Ofm ans. 

If this be true, one would think, fo great 
Clemency muſt needs tempt the Proud Infadels to 
Submiſſion and Compliorice, Bur, if Deſtiny has 
other wiſe Decreed, | i they may feel the Force 
of our Arms, which appear mote keen, than 


e ven 


208 Letters Writ I Vol. IV. 
even the Scythe of Time, that Devourer of 42 
Things. | 


Paris, 27th. of the zd. Moon, 
of the Year 1653. 


LETTER XIV. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew at Vienna. 


HY laſt Letter ſpeaks thee at once willing 
1 to be Enlightned, yet Tenacious of thy 
Old Prepofſi ions. I wonder not at the Difficulty 
thou findeſt, in ſhaking off the Precepes of thy 


Ra, thoſe 1 Triflers, The influence 
of Education, is forcible as that of our Birth: And 


the Habits that are rooted in us in our Tender Years 


are harder to be diſplanted, than the Inherent Affe- 
og: of our Blood: This is ſignify'd by the Ara- 
bian Proverb, which ſays, The Tutors of Youth, have 
an Aſcendant over the Stars of their Nativity. 

I know it has been eſteem'd the peculiar Glory 
of thy Nation, that you have been Rigid Obſe- 
vers of the Traditions of your Fathers: From 


which, rather than deviate a Tittle, there have 


not been wanting ſuch as freely expos'd themſel- 
ves, and h- ve bravely endur'd Racks, Scourgings, 
Burnings, and all Sorts of Torments, even the 
moſt exquiſitely cruel Deaths, that the Malice of 
_ cou'd invent. But do not 1 know alſo, 
that in ſom e of the moſt Weighty Points of your 
Law, your Zeal has exceeded your Prudence? 
I ſpeak not of the private Bigorry of ove Man, 
or 2 few; but of the Repreſentative Body of your 
Whole Nztion, How fooliſhly Superſtitious 
were 
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where your Armies in the Days of Mattathias, 
when being aſſaulted by their Enemies on the Sab- 
bath Day, they refus'd to draw a Sword in their 
own Defence, and ſo were all cut off by the Ar- 
my of Autiochus? This is no Invidious Remark 
of your Adverſaries in Religon, but the Obſerva- 
tion of Joſephw, a Man of the ſame Faith, and 
ſprung from the Stocks of I/rael, as well as thy Self. 

Now tell me thy Opinion, did your Fathers do 
well in thus Sacrificing themſelves, and the whole 
Intereſt of Iſrael to a Miſtaken Punctilio of that 
Obedience they ow'd the Law, or no? If thou 
alloweſt the Former, then Mattathias did wicked- 
ly in making a Decree, That from thenceforth, 
it ſhould be Lawful on the Sabbath Day to reſiſt 
their Enemies; and all the-Fews were guilty of 
many Notorious Breaches of the Law, in obey. 
ing this Decrce, and fighting on the Sabbath-Day; 
But if thou ſay'ſt, They did Ill in not fighting 
tho' at a prohibited Time, and prohibited under 
the ſevereſt Curſes; then it follows, That there 
is no Point of your Law, which may not, nay, 
which ought not to be diſpens'd with, and give 
way to the Intereſt of State, and the of 
the Commonwealth. So that at this Rate, the Reli- 
gien for which you are all ſo Zealous, will appear 
to be but a Form of Government, Divinely contriv'd 
for Human Regards. I do not call in Queſtion, 
the Miraculous Delivery of your Law on Mount Sinai. 
Suffer me to plead wirhout Suſpicion of Partia- 
lity: I do not go about to invalidate the Teſtimo- 
ny of Moſes, and the Prophets, Doubt leſs the Moff 
High came down through the Heavens, attended 
with Myri ads of Angels, and Thirty Two Thouſand 
Chariots of Fire; and when he ſtood on the Top 
of the Mountain, the Rear of his Train had not 
paſſed the Silver Gates of the Moon, The Sun ap- 
pear'd in his Circuit; as one aſtoniſh'd ; he — 

an 
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and fled away from the Eternal Brig hrneſs, not able 
to endure the Luſtre of a Glory ſo far ſurpaſſing 
his own, The Stars were dazl'd at the Immortal 
Splendor, and miſtook their Courſe; they run 
againſt one another in their affrighted Careers, 
And as a Laſting Memorial of that glorious Deſcent, 
the Angel; jeft the bright Impreſſion of their Footſteps 
in the Path; That Heaven'y Road, is to this Day 
diſtinguiſh'd from all the Ref of the Sky by its 
Whiteneſs, which makes the Aſtronomer: call it THE 
MILKY W AT. 

The Nations of the Earth were amaz'd at the 
Tremendous Viſion and Noiſe; for the Mountain 
was all on Fire, whoſe Flames reach'd up to the 
Clouds, and its Smoke to the Mid-Heeven, The 
Globe Trembled and Quak'd at the Dreadful 
Thunderings, and the Lightnings penetrated the 
Abyſs of Hell. The Infernsl Spirits were ſtartled 
at the Uncouth Flaſhes; and ask d one another, 1f 
the Day of Judgment were cone? The Waters hid 
themſelves in their Fountains, and the Ocean utter d 
a deep Murmur. Every Thing in Nature was ſur- 
prix with Wonder and Dread, and 4ſes him- 
elf when he came down from the Mountain, was 
all Transform'd into Lighe. 

Thou ſeeſt, Nathan, | am no Infdel, but believe 
as Thou doſt, That the Lew of Moſes was brought 
down from Heaven. Bur does it therefore follow, 
That this Low «© Univerſal and Eternal? Can none 
be ſov'd but the Sons of Iſrael, and ſuch as are Pro- 
ſelyted to their Religion > Doubtleſs this is an Er- 
ror, as thou thy ſelf wilt acknowledge, when 
thou haſt well examin'd the Matter. Remove 
thy Poſt a little, if it be only in Imagination: 
Riſe from the Feet of thy Doctors, who have in- 
fill'd into thee Prejudices againſt all the Sons 
of Adam, except thoſe of your own Race. Stand 
' aloof for a while, and look round about thee to 


the 
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the Four Mina: but fix thine Eyes en the Exp, 
for from thence Viſdem takes her Origin, Did 
not the ſame God, who Created the Fews, allo Create 
all the Nations of the Earth? And canſt thou be fo 
blind and obdurate as to think, that Sovereignty 
Merciful made ſo many Millions of Souls on purpoſe 
to Damn them: Or that it ſhall be Imputed to 
them for Sin, that they were not born of the Seed 
of Facob? Was it in their Power to chuſe the Fa- 
ther that ſhou'd beger them, or the Mother that 
ſhou'd conceive them? How Abſurd are the Con- 
ſequences of this Narrow Opinion? It is an un- 
patdonable Pride and Malice, thus to contemn 
and judge thoſe that are compounded of the ſame 
N your ſelves. 
ubtleſs, God has ſent Prophets into all Nations, 
to guide them into the Right Way, and not into 
the Way of Infidels. Thoſe who believe the Pro- 
hers, and obey their Precepts, ſhall be Sav'd: 
or they preach the Uniry of the Divine Eſſence, 
the ReſurreFion of the Dead, the Day of Judgments, 
the Joys of Paradiſe, and the Torments of the 
Dann d They teach the Neceſſity of Juſtice, 
Purity, and Good Works; exhorting all to pra- 
Qiſe the Golden Rule, without entangling their 
Minds in endleſs Niceties, which are but the 
Superfetation of Piety, the Excrementitious Bur- 
dens of a Religiow Life. Such are moſt of the 
Troubleſome and Ridiculous Ceremonies obſerv'd 
by the Zealots of your Lew, at which I have 
known the Wiſer Sort of Fews to laugh. Theſe 
little Superſtitious, like Unprofirable Suckers, exhauſt 
the Vitali of Religion, and leave it only a . 
Trunk, from which no Fruit can be expected. 
Were they commanded in the Law of Moſes, ſome- 
thing might be pleaded in their Defence ; but as 
they are — the Dreams of your Rabbis, a Wiſe 


Man would beware how he put on a Needleſs 
f Yoke 


212 Letters Writ by Vol. IV. 


Yoke, the Stratagem of your Crafty Guides, to 
keep you in SubjeQion, and a ſervile Awe of their 
Authority, and a Religious Timorouſneſs of you 
know not what. | 

Thy Letter replies to this by Anticipation : 
For ſuppoſing that I ſhould argue thus, and 
charge you with adding Traditions of your own 
to the Poſitive Injunct ions of the Law ; Thou telleſt 
me, that thoſe are greatly miſtaken, who think 
that all which was deliver d to Moſes in the Mount, 
was Written in the Two Tablet, or compris'd even 
in the Pentateuch, as if the Prophet ſpent thoſe 
Forty Days and Nights only in keeping of Geeſe. 
For it is evident, ſay'ſt thou, That if -God had 
nothing elſe to give him but the Written Law, 
he * * have diſpatch'd bim in an Hear or a Day 
at Moſt. Therefore thou addeſt, that by Day 
he gave to him the Mien Lew, and by N ght the 
r Explanation of it, call'd, The Ora/ Law: 

hich Explanat ion, Moſes taught by Word of Mouth 
to Jeſbus his Succeſſor, J. ſbua to the Seventy two Se- 
mor; ;" and that they tranſinitted this Oral Traditi- 
mary Comment down to their Poſterity, even to the 
Laſt of the Prophet /; from whom the Great Sanhe- 
drim receiv'd it. After this, every one deliver d 
It to his Sen, as he had receiv'd it from his Auce- 
fort; and ſo it continues to this Day, to be the 
Rule of your Lives, in thoſe Caſes where the Writ. 
ten Law is Silent. I tell thee, Nathan, there appears 
a great Shew of Reaſon in what thou ſayeſt : 
And indeed it cannot be ſuppos'd that Meſes ſpent 
all that time, only in receiving the Mitten Law, 
But on the other fide, I cannot believe that the 
Eternal Mind was buſied ſo many Days in preſcri- 
bing thoſe Ridrculows Rules and Ceremonies, which are 
found in the Talmud, and the Writings of your 
Rabbi's If thou canſt convince me of that, 1 
will ceaſe to Perſwade thee to a Change. 


I have 
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1 have a great deal more to ſay, but the Hour 
of the Poß calls on me to conclude my Letter. In 
my next, I will fully anſwer all thy Arguments 
In the mean tin e, Jer not Cuſſem, and the Dit ates 
of the Synagogue ſupf lant iby Re ſen, but temem- 
ber thou art a Man. 


Paris, 27th of the 3d. Moon, 
of the Year 1653. 


— 


LEER . 


To the Sublimely Wiſe, the Scignior of Ex- 
cellent Dignity, Abul Recowawr?, Grand 
Almoner to the Sultan. 


HOU art placed on a High Seat. Eminent 

among the Faithful; and he Eyes of the 
Diſtreſs'd, are fix d on thee. Thou art the Patron 
of all the Miſerable. To thee, as to a Sanctuary, 
flies the Man, whoſe Misfortunes have bereav'd him 
of all other hope: Whoſe drooping Spirits can find 
no Comfort from the Reſt of Mortals. His laſt, 
and only Refuge is to thee, who art the Faithful 
Steward of the Grand Seigniers Liberalities. Let 
nor too much Prudence ſupercede thy Charity. 
The Wicked and the Innocent, have equal Ac- 
cels to thee: And it ought to be ſo; for, no Man 
at firſt, can diſtinguiſh between the One and the 
Other by their Ourward Aſpe&t. Yet a little 
Examination and Converſe, will ſhew rhe Diffe- 
rence. 

There are thoſe, who get large Poſſeſſions un- 
der the Maſque of Poverty. There are Impu- 
dent Beggers, who make a Trade of he on - 

| | uman 
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Human Compaſſion, and ſport themſelves in this 
humble Method of Cheating People of their Mo- 
ney; whilſt imagining they beſtow it on Perſons 
really Indigent, it is thrown away on Counterfeit 
Villains and Infidels. | 

On the other fide, I have ſeen true Objects of 
Pity, Men reduc'd to the laſt Extremities, who 
wou'd rather periſh, than expoſe their Condirion 
to any, fave the Great and Noble. They eſteem 
ſuch to be wiſe Men, Generous, and Conſide. 
rate of the Accidents which commonly befall 
Mortals. They think, to theſe they may freely 
.unboſom themſelves, tell their Wants, and claim 
Relief, without the Hazard of a Reproach, 
— wounds more deeply than a ſhort De- 
Nlal. 

Thou mayſt know them by the Modeſty which 
appears in their Faces, (ſays our Holy Propher) and 
that they are ſoon repuls'd-. To ſuch as theſe, 
give plentiful Alm, and do not repine. For it 
is as a Profitable Merchandice, ſent to Remote 
Countries; which though ventur'd on the Uncer- 
tain Waters, yet in Time by the ſpecial Bleſſing of 
Heaven, {hall return with Seven-fold Intereſt. 

Nay give to all that ask: For, it is better to 

miſplace our Charity on Nine Unworthy Perſons 
than to deny an Alms to One thar is really in 
Need. Beſide, it is not for the Honour of a 
Sovereign Monarch, that any Perſon in Diſtreſs 
ſhou'd depart from his Court, fad or diſcontented, 
for want of Relief. 
I have in ſome of my Letters, glanc'd at the 
Vices of theſe Weſtern Nazarencs; and have not been 
alrogether ſilent as to their Yertues, Among 
which, their Charity is very Conſpicuous. 

The French relate a pretty Paſſage of a certain 
Cardinal, a very Good Man, and one that by the 
Multitude of his Generous Adi, gave Oc- 

| cſio n 
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caſion for the World to call him, the Patren of 
the Poor. 

This Eccleſiaftick Prince, had a conſtant Cuſtom, 
Once or Twice a Week, to give Publick Audi- 
ence to all Indigent People in the Hall of his Pa. 
late, and to relieve every one according to their 
various Neceſſities, or the Motions of his own 
Bounty. 

One day, a poor Widow encoursg'd with the 
Fame of his Generoſity, came into the Hell of 
this Cardinal, with her only Daughter, a beauti- 
ful Maid, about Fifceen Years of Age. When 
her turn came to be heard, among the Crow'd of 
Petitioners ; the Cardinal, diſcerning the Marks 
of an extraordinary Modeſty in her Face and Car- 
riage, as alſo in her Daughter, he encourag'd her 
to tell her Wants freely. She bluſhing, and not 
without Tears, thus addreſs'd her ſelf to him: My 
Lord, I owe for the Rent of my Houſe Five Crowns, 
and ſuch u my Mi fortune, that I have no other Means 
to pay tt, ſave what wou'd break my Heart, fince my 
Landlord threatens to force me to it, that is, to Pro- 
ftitute thu my only Daughter, whom I have hitherto 
with great Care Educated in Vertue, and an Abhor- 
rence of that Odious Crime. What I beg of your Emi» 
wence , That you wou'd pleaſe to interpoſe your Sa- 
ered Authority, and protect w from the Violence of 
thu Cruel Man, till by our honeft Induſtry we can pro- 
cure the Money for him. 

The Cardinal mov'd with Admiration of the 
Woman's Vertue and Innocent Modeſty, bid her 
be of good Courage. Then he immediately wrote 
a Billet, and giving it into the Widows Hands, 
Co, ſaid he, to my Steward with thy Paper. and be 
foall deli ver thee Five Crowns to pay thy Rent. 

The poor Woman overjoy'd, and retur- 
ning the Cardinal a Thouſand Thaoks, went di- 
rely to his Steward, and gave him the . g 
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Which when he had read; he told her out Fifty 
Crowns. She aſtoniſh'd at che Meaning of it, 
and fearing this was only the Steward's I rick to 
try her Honeſty, refus d to take above Five, ſay- 
ing, She ak d the Cardinal for no more, and ſbe was 
ſure 'twas ſome Miſtake. 

On the other fide, the Steward inſiſted on his 
Maſter's Order, not dariog to cal it in Queſtion, 
But all the Arguments he cou'd*uſe, were inſuf- 
ficient to prevail on her to take any more than 
Five Crowns. Wherefore, to end the Contro- 
verſy, he offer'd to go back with her to the Car- 
dinal and refer it ta hm. When they came be- 
fore that Munificent Prince, and he was fully in- 
form d of the Bi ſineſs: *Tis true, ſaid he, I mi- 
flook in Writing Fifty Crowns. Give me the Paper and 
1 will ret; ify it. Thereupon he wrote again; Say. 
ing thus to the Woman, So much Candor and V, 
tue, deſer ves a Recompence. Here I have order'd 1 
Five Hundred Crowns : What you can ſpare of it, lay 
up 4s Dont to give with your Daughter in Marriage. 

If I miſtake not, this Cardinal was call'd Farneſe. 
But, whatever his Name was, this was an Action 
truly Heroick, and which has but few Parallels. 

It will be much for the Glory and Intereft of 
the Shining Port, if thou ſometimes by an extra- 
ordinary Largeſs, raiſeſt the Fortune of deſer- 
ving Men; and putteſt them in a Capacity to ſerve 
the Grand Seignior. At leaſt, ſuch Bounty will 
oblige em not to dis-ſerve him. 

Among the Reſt, permit me to recommend the 
\ Caſe of Ebnol Berwana Kayemas, thy Countryman. 
He was once Poſſeſſor of a fair T:mariot, but was 
turn'd out by Sultan Ibrahim, to gratify a Creature 
of Shechir Pars. Thou know'ſt the Life of that 
Infamous Woman, I ſay no more. 


Paris, 2d. of the 5th. Moon, 
ef the Tear 1653. LE T. 
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rern 


To the Captain Baſſa. 


HOU that art a Man of War, delighteſt, no 
Doubr, to hear of Combats and Battles. 
And I tell thee, That ſince the Beginning of the 
World, there have never been known ſuch dread- 
ful Sea-Fights, as during the preſent Wor between 
the Engliſh and Durch. It ſeems there is an Emula- 
tion ſprung up in the Latter: They grudge the 
Inhabitants of Britais the Character, which has 
been given 'em from all Antiquity, Of being the 
moſt Vidtorious on that Elembnt, of any Nation on the 
Earth. | 

'Tis poſſible there may be ſome more particy- 
lar Grounds of their preſent Quarrel, to which 
I am a ſtranger. But aſſuredly, they have pur- 
ſu'd their Animoſities very eagerly on both Sides. 
And, let the Occaſion be what it will, the Dateh 
ate ſtil] Loſers. | 

I ſent thee an Account of a Combat between their 
Fleet; laſt Year, ſince which they have had many 
other Engagements, And *tis ſaid kere, that du- 
ring this War, the Engliſh have taken from the 
Dutch, near Two Thouſand Merchant Veſlels, 
have Sunk and Burnt many of their Ships of War, 
ſlain ſome of their Chief Commanders, ſpoil'd their 
Trade, and reduc'd em almoſt to as great Screights, 
2s when they firſt comted the Protaftion of the 
Engliſh againſt their Sovereign, the King of Spain, 
from whom they had then newly Revolted. 

But the moſt terrible Conflict was, on the Se- 
cond of this Meca, wherein the Datch had Seven 
and Twenty of their Greateſt Ships, eith:r unk 
or burnt, Two Thouſand of their $:amen and 


L Soldierg 
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Soldiers kill'd, and a Thouſand taken Priſoners, 
with many Captains. That Great General Trump, 
whom 1 mention'd in my Laſt, was ſlain in thi; 
Fight, after he had perform'd Prodigies of Va. 
lour. r 

The French ſay, that during the Heat of this 
Engagement, Trump, being exceſſive Thirſty, 
call'd for a Bowl of Wine; which his Servant had 
no ſooner deliver'd to him but a Cannon-Bullet 
took his Hand off, juſt as he was retiring from 
his Maſter. The brave General touch'd with a 
Noble Compaſſion, ſpilt the Wine on the Deck, 
ſaying, Ie is not fit that I ſhould quench my Thirſ,, 
with the Blood of 4 Faithful Slave. And as ſoon as 
he had ſpoke theſe Words, another Bullet took 
from him, the Powet of ever drinking again. 

If ſuch an Accident ſhonld happen ro thee, 
when thou fighteſt againſt the Infide/s, know for 
certain, that thou ſhalt be immediately tranſpor- 
ted to the Green and Shady Banks of the Rivers of 
Wine in Paradiſe, where thou may'ſt drink thy 
Fill in Eternal Security, For he that dies fight- 
ing for the Faith, is a Martyr. | 


Paris, 12th. of the 8th. Moon, 
of the Year 1633. \, 


L Z I. 
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LETTER XVII. 


To Sale Tircheni Emin, Superinten- 
dant of the Royal Arſenal a; Conſtan- 
tinople. 


Remember, I promiſed in my laſt, to give 
thee a farther Account of Pachicour, the fa. 
mous Pyrate of the Black Sea. *Twere eaſy to 
perform ir, but a Temptation diverts my Pen 
another Way. 
I remember when thou wert Chians, I bave 
heard thee ſpeak of the Kingdom of Tunis, whi- 
ther thou was ſent by Sultan Amurat, to compoſe 
the Differences that happen'd between the Dey 
and the Divan of that City. At the ſame Time, 
thou mad'ſt Mention of a certain Admirable Ex- 
ine, contriv'd to draw up Ships or any Thing elſe 
om the Bottom of the Sea: And, that the Di- 
van of Tunit, gave to the Art iſt who fram'd it, an 
Hundred Thouſand Piafters, as a Reward of his 
in, Conf 
have read in a certain French Author, of ſuch 
another Device at Venice, made on purpoſe to 
draw vp the Famous Carrack, which they call'd 
the Caſtle of the Sa. This Calleon was built af a 
Monſtrous Bulk, more for State than Service; and 
was overturn'd by her own Unweildinefs, as the 
ly at Anchor and ſunk to the Bottom: From 
whigce neither hit forementiond Engine, not all 
the Att of Man could raiſe her. Yet the Skill of 
the Engizer was highly commended, and the Senate 
honaur'd him with the Title of Clariſimo, and let- 
tled a Noble Penſion on him during Life. 


L 2 
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It is queſtion'd, whether the States of Holland 
will be ſo Liberal to a certain French Engineer who 
has made a Ship at Rotterdam, which, they ſay, 
Will out- do all the Miracles of Noah's Ark. 

This Ship is at preſent all the talk at Pars, 
Our Merchants receive Letters full of Wonders 
from the Low Countries, concerning this Whirli. 
gig of a Veſſel, which is to move by Clockwork, 
without Sails, Oars, Rudder, or any Common 
Marine Tacle; Yet ſhall cut her Way through 
the Sea, with a ſwifter Progreſs than the Moy 

lides along the Sky, or a Bullet out of a Cannon. 

his is the Diſcourſe of thoſe who love to ad- 
| vance all that they hear, to the height of a M. 
racle or Romance. Yet tis certain, the Artiſt has 
promis'd, it ſhall equal the Motion of ſome Birds, 
and run Twelve Leagues an Hour. Neither 
Winds nor Tides ſhall forward or hinder its cou ſe, 
which depending on an Internal Principle of 
Perpetual Mot ion, is to be directed only at the 
Pleaſure of him who manages the Springs and 
Wheels. So that the Meafter of this Veſſel, ſhall be 
able with a ſingle Touch of his Hand, to turn it to 
any Point of the Compaſs, in the moſt Boiſtercus 
Weather that blows. 

This Engineer farther engages, that his Veel 
ſhall make a Voyage to the Eaſt Indies in the Re- 
wolution of a Moon, and to ſome Regions of America, 
in a fourth Part of that Time. If he be as gocd 
at Performance, as he is at Promifing, be will 
Sail round the Globe, at this Rate, in Three Moon,. 

In f.rther Commendation of this wonderf. 1 
Machine, tis ſaid, That by a New-Invented Art, 
it ſhall fecretly under-Water diſable any Ship, 
provided the be within Cannon-Shot; and th's 
with ſo ſudden a force, that in the ſpace of Six 
Hours, it will ſucceſſively ſink a Flect of a Hun- 


d ed Ships of War. 


Moreover, 
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Moreover, this Arti, to appear not leſs ſubtile 
againſt the Efforts of Heaven, than in ſurpaſſing all 
the Inventions on Earth, promiſes that his Mira- 
culous Yeſſel, ſhall at the Diſtance of a League, 
cut aſunder any Spouts or Cataract: of Waters, 
which uſually threaten Mariners in the Mediterra- 
nean and other Seas. 

'Tis poſſible thon art very well acquainted 
with the Nature of theſe Spours, and the Dan- 

er of Ships that Sail near them. Yet give me 
eave to inform thee, what I have heard from a 
certain Corſair, who has often met with em in 
the Levante 
This Pyrate tells me, that a Sport is a kind of 
uedufF between the Clouds and the Sea, by 


| which thoſe Pendulous Ciſte: ns Above, ate re- 


pleniſh'd with Water from th= Olean, drawing it 
up as through a Pipe; which ſeems to be ler 
down for that End, at certain Seaſons, and in 
ſome Particular Places, where the Water boils 
up firſt above the Surface of the Briny Plain, as a 
Signal to thoſe I Bladders, to make a De- 
ſcent there and ſuck their fill. | 
If this be true, who knows but that all the 
Rain, to which the Earth is indebted for its Fer- 
tility, comes thus Originally from the Sea ? For, 
it may be made freſh, either in its firſt Aſcent 
through the Roſcid Air, or after its Reception 
into the Clouds by ſome hidden Energy of that 
Element, or the Natural Force of the Midale Region : 
Or at leaſt by ſome Unknown Vertue, peihips 
not inferiour to that by which the Waters of a Bie- 
ter Lake in the Deſart, became Sweet at the In er- 
ceſſion of our Hely Prophet, when the whole Army 
of the Primitive Muſulmans, was like to have pe- 
riſh'd of Thirſt. 
And then how will the W:fern Philoſophers dif. 
poſe of all the Vapours which they ſay ore 
33 54 _ Exhal'd 
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Exhal'd from this Globe, and afterwards Condery'q 
into Clouds? I tell thee, that's but a Looſe Noti. 
on of ſuch Retentive Bodies, as the Clouds ſeem 
to be. And 'twou'd tempt one to ask, What the 
Veſſels are made of which hold choſe Condens'q 
Exhalations, ſo that they do not fall at once upon 
our Heads and overwheſm us, but only diſti] in 
ſmall ſucceſſive Showers Drop by Drop, to refreſh 
tne Barren Parts of the Earth, and ſerve the Ne. 
ceſſities of Men? And why the Rains fall in the 
Indies, and other Region: of the Eaſt, whole Moon; 
together without Intermiſſion, the Reſt of the 
Year being dry: Whereas, in other Countries, 
the Periods of the Weather's Alteration are un- 
2 and in ſome Parts it ſeldom or never rain; 
at all! 

Doubtleſs, the Works of the Omni potent are In. 
ſerutable: And though it may be an ument 
of a great Wit, to give Ingenious Reaſons for 
many Wonderful Appearance, in Nature; yet tis an 
Evidence of ſmall Piety or Judgment, to be po- 
ſitive in any Thing, but the Acknowledgment of 
our own Ignorance. 

Now I have made as Wide an Excurſion from 
my firſt Diſcourſe, as the Maulla did, who began 
an Oration in Praiſe of Noah's Ark, and ended with 
telling a Tale of an Armenian Wheel-Barrow. 

But I will not forget, that I was ſpeaking of 
the Promiſe which the Rotterdam Engineer has 
made of his Machine. That it ſhou'd Effectually 
break all the Force of Spours, which wou'd ren- 
der him very ſerviceable to Merchants, as a Con- 
woy to defend them from thoſe Terrible Bug- 
bears to Sailers. For the Corſair tells me, That 
theſe Spouts very often occaſion Ship wracks ; 
either by entangling the Maſts of a Ship, 
and fo overturning it; or by breaking in the 
Encounter, overwhelm it with Water, and fo 
Gak it. S 

e 


2329 8. oo 2 


Vol. IV. a Spy at PARIS. 223 


He ſays likewiſe, that the Chriſtian Pyrates ase 
accuſtom'd to uſe a certain Charm againſt theſe 
Spouts» They have a Knife, whoſe Haft is made of 
the Bone of a Man's Right Arm: And every eſt, 
is bound to provide One or Two of theſe Knives, 
when they looſe from the Shore. They buy 'em 
of certain Perſons, who have the Character of 
Magicians, And when they ſee a Spour at fome 
Diſtance from 'em at Tea, the Mafer of the 7/e7 
or any Body elſe, take this Enchanted Knife in his 
Right Hand, and holding the Book of their Go/pe7 
in his Left, reads ſome Part of it; And when he 
comes to a certain Ferficle, which mentions the 
Incarnation of their Meſſiah, he makes a Motion 
with his Knife towards the Sport, as if he would 
cut it in Two. Whereupon immediately the 
Spout breaks in the Middle; and all the inclos'd 
Water falls into the Sea. 

But tell thee, he who gives Credit to the Sto- 
ries of Charms, or the Projects of Men pretend- 
ing to excel all the Reſt of their Race; has more 
Faith, than is requiſite to him who reads Æſep's 
Fables, ſince in peruſing that Iagenious Figment, 
we are only defired to believe the MOR AL, 

Tis thought by ſome, that this Engineer will, 
by the Natural Clockworkof his Heels, be much 
more nimble than his Veſſel, in flying the Diſ- 
grace which will attend him, if bis Phantaſtick 
Project prove unſucceliful, In my next thou 
thalt hear of Packicoup. | | 


Paris, 12th. of the 8th. Moon, 
of the Nar 1653. 
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LET IER XVI. 


To Murat Baſſa. 


T5 E Engliſh, at preſent, make the. greateſt 
Figure and Noiſe, of all the Nations in the 
We:ft. Spain, Portugal, and even France it (elf courts 
the Friendſhip of that 17and, ſince the Inhabitants 
have form'd themſelves into a Commonwealth, It 
appears, as if the Engliſh were but newly awaken d 
to a Senſe of their own Strength, and by thus 
rouzing themiclves had alarm'd all their Neige 
bours. 

However it be, This King has ſent an Emu 
to the Engliſh Court, to break the Negetiatien ct 
the Spaniaras there, and to <ſtabliſh a Peace be- 
tween England and France, if poſſible. 

One cannot tell what to make of the Maxim: ot 
theſe Injidels. For at the ſame Time, the Bani a 
Heir of the Engliſh Crown, takes his SanfJuery in 
this Court. Where he is careſs d, and made to be- 
he ve, Great Things they will do toward his Ref aw a- 
tion. Bur Intereſt ſuperſedes all Arguments of Age. 
&ion and Conſanguinity They are more follicitous 
here for the Succeſs of their Ela, than tor 
the Right of the poor Exil Prince. He is call'd 
the King of Scotland, having been ſolemnly Crown'd 
in that Xingdom, fince the Death of his Father ; 
and entring into England with an Army of Scots, 
was routed ; and having narrowly eſcaped the 
Trains that were laid for his Liberty and Life, at 
length landed in this Kingdom Where he has been 
entertain'd with much ſeeming Affection. But 
the Dread they are under, of the Victorious New 
Engliſh Commonwealth, makes *em begin to talk of 
his Departure from hence. | * 

e 
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The Prince of Conde has taken Rocroy : Which 
was the firſt Place where he ſignaliz d his Arms, 
and the ant Reign of this King about Ten Year: 
ago. Which the Swuperſtitiow interpret as an 
Omen of Il Luck to the King. This ſort of People 
are led by Maxims void of Reaſon: And ſo there 
is no regard to be given to their Obſervation: 
Yet fome of the Wiler Sort, think this will prove 
a long War. 

Thi which amuſes People moſt, is the ſmall 
Concern the Prince of Conti and the Dutcheſs of 
Longuevilie ſhew for their Brother's Cauſe, For 
while the King was on his March againſt the Prince 
of Conde, they came and ſubmitted themſelves to 
him, and were received to Favour. Thoſe who 
are apt to ſupect an Intrigue in every thing, ſay, _ 
That this Reconciliation is only feigned on their 
Part, it being a Means to ſerve their perſecuted 
Brother with greater Security and Succeſs. 
Others are of Opinion, that it is Real, eſpecially 
on the Prince of Conti's Part: Since he and his 
Brother, had never any good Underſtanding. 

There has been a Battle lately Fought between 
the French and Spaniſh Forces iu Italy» Wherein, 
the Spaniards loſt Twelve Hundred Men; and 
the French above Half that Number, of their 
Beſt. Soldiers, So that rhe King: of France may 
fay with a Famous General, ViQtonies attended 
„ with ſo little Advantage, will ruin, rather 
than enlarge an Empire. 

-Baſſa, in the midſt of thy Grandeur, I wife 
thee Health, which ſweetens the V\ art Events. 
As for me, I'm like one hovering between Fwo 
Worlds. 


Paris, 15th. of rhe th. Moon , 
of the Tear 1653. 
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LETTER XIX. 
To Afis, Baſſa. 


HE Goa, of the Nazarenes, one wou'd think, 

were ſtudying how to perplex their Adorer-. 
Theſe Weftern Parts, abound with Prodigies and 
Surprizing Events, More eſpecially, the Low- 
Countries, feel the Strokes of a Hand, which by 
making em ſmart, ſeems to put em in Mind, 
They re tao high in their own Conceit. 

For ſeveral Weeks we have been alarm'd from 
fhence, with the Tragical Stories of 3 
Inundations, Tempeſts of Thunder and Light- 
ning, not uſual at this Time of the Year ; Mon- 
ſtrous Spectres ſeen riſing out of the Seas, Lakes, and 
Rivers; Armies in the Air, with Come;s and other 
Wonderful Apparitions. 

The States of the United Provinces, have loſt by 
Wreck Sixteen Ships of War, and Thirty Seve! 
Merchant Veſſels. It looks as if Æolus and Neptune, 
the Chief God, of the Hollanders, had enter'd into 
a League, to puniſh 'em for ſtruggling againſt their 
Fate; whilſt they maintain a Heet to brave and 
plunder the Engliſh, under whoſe Shadow they 
— _ to the Power they ſo ungratefully now 

oſſeſs. 

For, beſides theſe Loſſes at Sea, the Winds 
2nd Waves have conſpitd to break down thete 
very Banks, the only Guards they have againſt thac 
. Encroaching Element. All the Law. Countries, ar: 
overwhelm'd with Water: Inſomuch, as Fivz 
Miles within Land from Of/e:d, there has been 
found a Whale newly caſt up, Sev.n time, as long 
as a Min. 


This 
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This the In fidels look on as a Great Prodigy, and 
the Fore· ru nner of ſome Strange Revolution; though: 
it is but a Natural Event, and frequently happens 
in thoſe Seas, where Whales are more plentiful, 
The Naturalifts ſay, That this King of the Scaly: 
Nations, never makes his Progreſs through the 
Seas without his Guide; which is a certain ſmall 
Fiſh, that always ſwims before him, and gives 
him Warning of Flats and Shallows, upon which 
he often ſtrikes. and ſometimes on the main 
Shores, if his little Guide chance to be devour d 
by any other Fiſh, or come to other Miſhap. 
And this may be the Reaſon, why ſo many Whales: 
are found on the Sands when the Tide Ebbs. 
They ſay alſo, That when this little Fiſly is in- 
clin'd to Reſt, it retires into the Male's Belly, 
tepoſing it ſelf there for ſome Time; during: 
which the 'Whale reſts alſo, not daring to venture 
forward, till his Gaiae comes forth and leads the 
Way, If this be true, it ſeems as if there were 
a League or Friendſhip contracted betweeg theſe: 
Two, they mutually performing all the neceſſary 
Offtces of Love and Gratitude. And how this: 
can be done without ſome Species of Reaſon, L 
cannot comprehend. 

Let them at the Port call me Myge#h, or what 
they pleaſe, I cannot forbear doing this Juſtice to- 
the Fiſb of the Sea, as well & to che Animal om 
Earth, to acknowledge, That either they are in- 
dud witha Kind of Reaſon ; or, that Fa:u!ty. which: 
we call ſo in Men, is no other than Senſe. If the 
Brutes perform many Things without any Deli- 
beration or Counſel, fo do moſt Men: And no- 
Man can demonſtrete, "That even thoſe Dumb Pe- 
ings, do not adviſe and projet, before they at- 
rempt any Thing of Moment towards their 0wa» 
. Preſervation, or tlie Service of others... And is 
they ſeem co do many Things raſhly, it may be: 
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attributed to the Quickneſs and Vivacity of their 
Senſe, which needs not the Slow and Flegmatick 
Methods of Human Counte!. 

Suffes theſe Digrefſions, Courteous Baſz ; nd 
ſince I have led thee fo far out of the Koad, take 
but another Step, and Il ſhew thee a Great Ma- 
narch, who commands Millions of Men, can y'd 
away Captive by a Silly Beaſt. 

The King of France, other Day as he was a 
Hunting, diſcharg'd a Fowling-Piece at a Pa- 
tridge on the Wing. The Bird dropt, and the 
Monarch eager to take up his Game, gave the 
Reins to his Horſe, who ran away with him over 
a great Plain, for the ſpace of half a Leagre: 
And had not the Xing fallen off, within Six Paces 
gf a great Chaſme or Hole in the Earth, he wov'd 

ave been Carryd, for ought I know, to keep 
Company with Horatizs Curtiw, the Venturous 
Roman, of whoſe Exploit thou haſt heard ; For, 
the furious Steed not being aware of the Danger 
before him, as ſoon as he had caſt the King, gal- 
lop'd full ſpeed into the gaping Precipice, and was 
never more heard of. 

This, the Prieſts cry up for a Miraculous Eſcape, 
and preſage, That the King is reſervd by Providence 

for Great Thing. | 

The King of Portugal! has an Enbaſſaler here, 
who in his Maſter's Name propoſes a Match be- 
tween this King and the Infanta of Periugal, prof- 
fering Four Millions of Ciowas as her Dowry, 
But the Court entertains this Motion coldly ; the 
Cardinal being averſe, for what Reaſon is not 
known: For the Infanta has an Illuſtrious Chara- 
ger and known to be a Princeſs of Incomparable 
Vertue- 1 ' Fr 

This Miniſter is managing 4 Match of nearer 
Concern to himſelf, deſigning to marry One of 

ui Nieces to the Prince of Censi, Brother 1 the 
rice 
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Prince of Conde, And 'tis ſaid, this Prince receives 
the Cardinal's Propoſals with leſs Scorn, than did 
the Count of Soiſſons thoſe of Cardinal Richlieu, on 
the like Occafion. 

Here is a Rumour, as if the Prince of Conde, 
wou'd be condemned by a Proceſs of Parliament, 
and that he will be put to Death in Efigie. 

This Indignity is common among the fiaelr, 
who eſteem whatſoever Honour or Diſgrace is ſhewn 
to Imager, as done to the Perſons whom they repre. 
ſent. They have no other Excuſe for their Mer. 
Ib of Things made by the Hands of Men like them- 
ſelves, but that it is pmely Relative, and cen- 
ters in the Prototype. 

In the mean time, the Prince of Condes Friends 
and Will-wiſhers, ſmile at his Imaginary Death; 
knowing, that if no Effectual Stroke of Fase 
carry him out of the World, he will be at the 
Head of a Potent Army in the Spring, to put ma- 
ny to Death in Reality, and by the Edge of the 
Sword, who fight for his Enemies. 

A while ago, a Man was Impriſon'd here by 
his own Folly ; having voluntarily declar'd, Thar 
he was hit d by this Prince to aſſaſſinate Cardinal 
Mazarini, 

I have ſpoken formerly of the Count a” Harcourt, 
and the Diſgrace he was in at this Court, for not 
continuing the Siege of Londa, a Strong Hold of 
the Spaniards in Catalonia. This General is a brave 
Man, and has done Eminent Services to the 
Crown of France. It is no Wonder therefore, that 
he laid to Heart the Coldneſs and Cone npr, 
with which he was receiv'd at his Return from 
that Unfortunate Campaign. Great Souls, are to 
be Carcfs'd with more than ordinary Affe ion in 
their Adverſe Fortunes; and Faithful Servants, 
ought not to be reproich'd with every falſe Step, 
or ill Succeſs in their Affairs. The Count reſents 


ing 


230 Letters Writ by Vol. IV. 


ing i!! the King's Carrizge toward him, remov'd 
himſelf om the Cours, and then out of the 
Kingdom ;, de gnigg as is ſuppos'd, to ſerve the 
Emperor O! G/rany- 
Laſt Week, his 1 _ _ wy 3 
as in this City, made their Eſcape, the 
4. having promiſed, to give * El- 
deſt his Daughter in Marriage. 

That Dake roves up and down like a Fee-Booter, 
with an Army of Boenditti at his Heels. 

Renownd Af:, I make an Humble and Affe. 
ctionate Obeiſance; wiſhing thee as many Years 
of Life, as thou can'ſt paſs without languiſhing 
for Death. 


Paris 17th. of zhe 11th, Moen, 
of the Year 1653. 


— 


LETTER XX. 
To Dgebe Nafir, Baſla, 


, 


HOU ſucceedeſt a Righteous Minifter, Ch:- 
urgi Mubammez. I with thee a Surpluſſage 

of Happineſs : Which thou wilt not fail to poſſeſb. 
if thou inheriteſt the Yer:ues of that Baſ/a, as we 
as his Office. May his Sow! now taſte the Reward 
of his Juſt Life. And I doubt nor but he has 
made an happy Experience of my Wiſhes. He 
fits down in Quiet, under the Trees of Eden, His 
Head encompals'd with a Garland of Flowers, which 
never fade. Veſted with the Immarceſcible Crim- 
ſon and Purple of Paradiſe. He repoſes on his Bed 
of Delights, whilſt Beautiful Pages ſerve him in 
| Veſſels 
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Veſtels of Gold, ſet round with Sapphire: and Eme - 
ralds: He drinks the deleQable Mine w hichneve r 
Inebriates; and eats of the Frgits, every Morſel 
of which prolongs his Life for a Thouſand Ages. 
He hears Nothing but the Voices of ſuch, as are 
full of Benediction and Joy. The Yirging of Pa- 
radiſe, ſalute him with a Grace which cannot be 
expreſyd. They chaunt to the New-comt Gueſt, 
Sengt of Immortal Love. To the Stranger from 
Earth, they tell their Paſſion in Strains, which 
raviſh his Heart. He is diſſolv'd in a thouſand 
Ecftaſies. This is the Reward of a Pious Muſu!- 
man, a Wile Miniſter, a Juſt Judge of the Faithful. 
Follow his Example, and thou ſhalt be tranſlated 
into his Company: For he is in a Goodly Place, 
near the Spring-Head of Perfect Bliſs. 

Thou wilt expect ſome News from me, as a 
Teſtimony of my Reſpe&t. And I cannot pre- 
tend there is none ſtirring, at a Juncture when all 
this Part of the World is ſo full of 4#ion, or at 
leaſt of Counſels. 

Here has been great Rejoycings lately fer the 
taking of S. Meneheud, a Strong Tewn in the Hands 
of the Prince of Conde. All the Officers of the 
French King's Army, endeavour d to diſſuade him 
from the Siege of this Place; but Cardinal Maza- 
rini over-rul'd their Arguments, and having re- 
prov'd their groundleſs Fears, caus'd it to be in- 
veſted and attacqu'd the 22. of the icth; Men. 
Some ſay he had a Party there. Yet it held out 
till the 27th. of the laſt Yoon, at which Time 
it was ſurrender'd upon Articles to the King, who 
was there in Perſon with his Brother, the young 
Duke of Anjou, the Queen, the Cardinal and the 
whole Court. They returned to this City, the 
Ninth of this preſent Moon. 
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They were receivd with great Acclamat ions 
and ſeeming Joy, by thoſe who wou'd have tri- 
umph'd more heartily, had they been defeated, or 
forc'd to raiſe the Siege. For the Citizens of 
Pars, wiſh well to the Prince of Condes Arms: 
Not ſo much out of Love to him, as in Ha. 
tred of his Enemy, the Cardinal- Miniſter, And 
they are ſenſible, that this Succeſsful Siege, will 
redound wholly to the Cardinals Honour, by 
whoſe {ole Orders the Place was inveſted. 

It is diſcours'd, as if this Mini ſter has ſome new 
Deſign on Foot, to conquer the Kingdom of Na- 
ples. This is certain, a Mighty Fleet is fitting ou: 
to Sea: Whither bound no Man knows, but thoſ: 
of the Cabinet, among whom the Cardinal 1: 
Chief. | 

In the mean while, the Common People liſten 
after certain Prodigies, that have been ſeen in the 
Air. They ſay, a Flaming Sword appear'd late- 
ly to riſe in the North, and 'tzke its Courſe South- 
Eafiward From whence People make various 
' Prognoſticks, as their Paſſions or Intereſts inſpire 
'em. Some are of Opinion, it preſages the Con. 
queſt of Naples by this King's Arms. Others ap- 
ply it to the New Common-Wealth of England, 

and to the Victorious Sword of Oliver; who, 
from General of the Engliſh Army, is now in this 
very Mooxexalted to the Height of Sovereign Power, 
Governing the Nations of England, Scotland and 
Ireland, under the Title of their Protector. 

Here are divers of his Subjects in this City; and 
other Engliſh, Scots, and Iriſh, who embrac: the 
Interelt of Charles, the Son of their late Mur- 
der d Kizg, who has been ſince Crown'd King of 
the Scozs. They give a different Character of 
Oliver; yet all agree, that he is a Mie. Stat eſinan, 
and a Great General. | 


Tae 
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The Scorch King's Party, ſpeak contemptibly 
of Oliver's Birth and Education: Yet thou know'ſt 
this hinders not, but he may be a Man of Cou- 
rage and Vertue. They relate many odd Paſ- 
ages of his Put h, which ſeem to me ſo many 
Evidences of an Extraordinary Genius, and that 
he is a Perſon of a deep Reach. 

He tamper'd with veal Religious Faction, in 
England, counterfeiting an Exquiſite Piety; where- 
by he firſt rais d himſelf a Name among the Zea- 
lots of that Nation, who look d upon him there, 
as a very Holy Perſon, and one mark d out by Defi- 
xy for great r 

He ſoon got a Conſiderable Command, in the 
Army of the Revolters: Where he ſignaliz d him- 
felf by many brave Actions, which ſpoke him a 
Man of an Invincible Courage, and Admitable 
Conduct. So that at Length, none was thought 
more fit than he to be General. In fine, he acquit- 
ted himſelf ſo gallautly in that High Office, and 
has ſo wrought himſelf into the Affections of 
the People, that they now look upon him as a 
Prophet, or Saviour; and the Divan or Parliament 
of that Nation, have conferr'd on him the Sovereign 
Authority. 

Thoſe of the Exgliſb which are Affe cted to his 
Intereſt, ſpeak great Things in his Praiſe: They 
call him another Moſes or Joſbus: They prefer him 
to Hannibal, Scipio, and even to the Great Alexan« 
der. It is difficult for them, to ſpeak of him 
without Hyperbole's. Tis ſaid, the King of France 
will court his Friendſhip. Indeed, all the 
Neighbouring Countries, ſtand in Awe of this 
ſuccelsful Hero. And the Holanders, who are the 
only People that durft engage in a War with the 
Engliſh Common-Wealth, now ſeek for Peace, ſince 
he is inveſted with the Sypream Authority. 


In 
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in the mean Time, the Poor Exil'd King of the 
Scots, takes Sanfuary in this Court, with his Mother 
the Late Queen of England, and his Brother 
whom they call the Duke of Nr. The French 
King allows them all very Conſiderable Penſions. 

the Latter has ſome Command in the Army in 
Flanders. There is another Brother, alſo; bur, 
little talk'd of as yer, being the Youngeſt of the 
Three. 

They are Generouſty entertain'd here, it being 
the peculiar Honour of this Court, to be a Hoſpi- 
table Refuge to Princes in Diſtreſs. Vet Obſerving 
Men ſay, The Xing will in Time grow Weary of 
his Royal Gueft : It being very Chargeable to main- 
tain them, and their Burdenſome Retinae. Be- 
ſides, he will have ſome Reaſon of State to dif 
card them, if he enters into a League with Oliver, 
the New Engliſh Sovereign, who is courted on all 
Hands. | 

Eliachim the Few (of whom thou wilt hear in 
the Divan ) is juſt come into my Chamber, and 
brings me Word, that there is an Expreſs newly 
arriv'd who informs the Queen of a Defeat given 
to the Spaniards near a City call'd Rozer, which 
they had beſieg'd in Caralonisa, The French were 
going to the Relief of this Place, and the Spa- 
nia rds {et upon them in their March, but were 
beaten into their Trenches; from whence 
they fled by Night, leaving Three Hundred 
Spaniards on the Spot, almoſt Two Thou- 
ſand Priſoners, and all their Cannon and Bag- 
gage. | 
his has put the Court into a Jolly Hu- 
mour. Nothing but Revelling and Dan- 
cing employs their Time: The Young King 
taking great Delight in Balls, Maſques and 
ſuch Recreations; having left off Hunting, 
ever ſince his Horſe ran away with him = _ 
ent 
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Tenth Moon of this Year, after he had ſhot a Par- 
triage. Whereof I have ſpoken already in one of 
my Letters. | + 
The Great God preſerve thee from Precipices, 
Poyſon, the Glances of a Witch, and from being 
Canoniz d a Martyr in a String: And, for other 


Deaths, thou haſt Vertues enough to encounter'em 
bravely. 


Paris, 3oth. of the tath. Moon, 
of the Tear 1653. 


— 


The End of the Third Bool. 
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LETTER I. 


To Bedredin, Superiour of tbe Convent of 
Derviches at Cogni in Natolia, 


HEN I firſt open'd thy Venerable 
Letter, my Heart on a ſudden be- 
came freſh as a Garden of Roſes, 


or a Field of Cinnamon and Myrrh, 
whoſe Odouts are Exhal'd by the W:ft-Wind. 
In my Breaſt there ſprung up a Fountain of Joy, 
ſerene as Chryſtal, and refreſhing as the Waters of 
Euphrates. 
I contemplate thee as a Cedar among the Trees 
of the Foreſt, or as the Durable Oak of the Deſart. 
May Heaven prolong thy Life, till the Sound of 


the Trumpet. 
| ed The 
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The Commands with which thou haſt honour d 
me, came in an Acceptable Hour. I have re- 
ceiv'd them with a 2 which I cannot 
expreſs. My Eyes were ſo fix d on the Ling of 
Great Purity, that I could not for a long Time 
take them off Thou haſt hit the Mark of my 
AﬀeQion in employing me to write what the 
moſt Impartial Hiftorians ſay of Jeſus, the Son of 
Mary the Chriſtians Meſias. 

That Hely Prophet, was Honour'd by his 
Enemies. Foſephw a Learned Few, who liv'd in 
his Time, and wrote the Hiftory of that Natzon, 
makes worthy Mention of him. 

So did many of the Gentile Philoſophers, though 
they oppos'd his Diſciples and Followers, Porphyry, 
whom the Chriſtians commonly repute as a bitter 
Enemy to their Profeſſion, yet calls Jeſus, Wiſe, 
 Blifſed and Divine. That Sage was exaſperated 
againſt a certain Se of Nazarenes in his Time, 
whom they call'd Gnoſtic s. Theſe corrupted the 
Doctrines of Plato, and the Theology of the Ancients ; 
wantonly mixing Human Fables with Divine 
Truths. Againſt theſe, Porphyry ſharpen'd his 
Pen, and not making a Difference between them 
and other Chriftians, drew upon himſelf the Il] 
will of them all. Yet he retain'd a Profound At- 
tach for the Meſſias. 

Would'ſt thau know the Circumſtances of 
this Holy Prophet s Birth? They were Glorious, 
even in Obſcurity. For, though his Father and 
Mother were then upon the Road to Jeruſalem, 
Strangers at B-rhlehem, and forc'd for want of 
Room in the Caravanſers, to lodge in a Stable with 
an Ox and an Aſs, where the Meta, was born, 
and laid in a Manger; .Yet in his Contemptible 
State. there came ſome of the Mag! out of Perſia 
and Chaldæa, who brought Preſents to the Holy In- 
fant; And having laid at his Feet Gold, * 
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and Incenſe, they 2 themſelves on the 
Ground, and praifed Goa, the Meft High King of 
A, in that he had honour'd them with a Stght of 
the Meſſias- . 

This was in the 43d. Year of the Reigu of Au- 
guftus Ceſar, the Roman Emperaur. At which Time, 
one Herod was Preſident of Fndea. This Man be. 
ing inform'd, That certain Noble Strangers were 
come out of the Eaſt to Jenin, he ſent for 
them, and enquiring the Occafion of ſo tedious a 
Journey, they gave him this Anſwer. 

© Peace be to thee, O Sultan; There was of 
* Old Time, a Prophet of Great Fame in our 
Nation, who, among other Predi&ions that have 
ſince. come to paſs, left alſo this in Writing. 

© That in Paleſtine ſhou'd be born a Child of 
* Heavenly Race, who ſhould Rule over the Grea- 
| © reſt Part of the World. And by this Sign, ye 
* ſhall know the Time and Place of his Birth: A 
* ſtrange Star ſhall appear in the Firmament, which 
© ſhall direct you to the very Houſe where you 
* may find kim. When therefore Ye ſhall behold 
this Star, take Gold, Myrrh and Incenſe; and 
following the Conduct of the Star, go and offer 
© theſe Gifts to the Young Child; then return 
immediately to your Own Country, left ſome 
« grievous Calamity befal you. 

Now this Star has appeared to us, We are 
- © come to perform what was commanded Us. 

Herod ſaid to them, Ye have done well. Go there- 
fore and ſeek diligently for the Infant; and when Ye 
have found him, come and tell me, that 1 may go and 
pay him Homage alſo. | 

But they never return d to him again. Where- 
fore, Herod in his Anger and jealoufie, comman- 
ded all the Infants in Bethlehem to be ſtrang d, 
that had not been Born above Four and Twenty 
Moows, But the Father and the Mother of the 

Hely 
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Holy Infant, fled away with him into the Land, 
where it never Rains, the ſame Night that the 
* came. | 

hat I here relate to thee, Sage Bedredin, is 
taken out of approv'd Hiſtorians: For many, 
among the Gentiles, wrote of theſe Things beſides 
the Chriftians. 

There was a Roman Philoſopher, much about 
the ſame time; a Man in great Eſteem with 
Cz/or. To whom he wrote a Letter, wherein he 
mentions the coming of the Magi after this man- 
ner. Certain Oriental Perſia ns, ſays he, have 
* ſet Foot within the Limits of thy Empire, bring- 
* ing Preſents fit only for Kings, to a certain Child, 
* newly born in the Country of the Fews. But who 
this Infant is, or whoſe Son, We are yet Igno- 
rant. 

Thou ſeeſt, O Pious Dervich, that the Meſſias 
appear d with no ſmall Luſtre, even in his Craale. 
And in his Early Years, he enter'd into the Tem- 
ple, and diſpured with the H:brew Rabbi's, con- 
vincing them of an Univerſal DefeQion from the 
Primitive Law of Moſes : declaring himſelf the 
Meſſias, and yet in Profound Humility acknow- 
ledging, That a Propher ſhould come after him, 
who ſhould be preferred before him, the Duſt of 
whoſe Feet he was not worthy to kiſs. This 
Paſſage the Chriſtians have perverted to another 
Senſe; but the True Faithful know it was ſpo- 
ken only of Mahomer, the SE AL of the PRO- 
PHETS. © | 

The Time would fail me, to recount all the 
Stupendous Actions of this Man's Life: And in 
calling him MAN, I imitate his own Example ; 
Since throughout the Goſpe/, he never call'd him- 
ſelf Goa, or the Son of God, as the Chriſtians do, 
but moſt frequently gave himſelf the Title of 
the Son of Man, He turn d Water into * 
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fed Five Thouſand People with Five Cakes and 
Two ſmall Tuches: Heal'd all Diſeaſes, reſtor'd 
Sight to them that were born Blind, Rais'd the 
Dead, went Inviſibly through Crowds of his Ene- 
mies, and Finally was taken up into Paradiſe. 

If thou wouldſt know more of this H Pro- 
phet ; There are Hiſtorians who ſay, he was Init'. 
ated in the Myſteries of the E/nes, a certain Set 
among the few. 

That Natron, it ſeems, was then divided into 


Seven Claſſes, Among which, this of the E/:ze 


was none of the Jeaſt conſiderable, as being the 
moſt Religious Obſervers of the Law. Their Con- 
verſation was full of Humanity, both among 
themſelves, and toward Strangers: Avoiding 
Pleaſures, as Enemies to the Mind, and eſtee- 
ming Chaſtity the very Cement of all Vertnes. 
Therefore they deſpis*d Marriage, as an Entangle- 
ment to Men devoted to Contemplation. They 
had alſo an Equal Contempt for Riches No 
Man of this Sec calla any Thing his Own, 
though 'twere his Lawful Inheritance : But their 
Poſſeſſions were in Common, and equally diſtri- 
bured. 

It was among their Myſteries, to Anoint their 
Bodies frequently with Oyl, and as often ro waſh 
'em with Running Water, They neither bought 
nor ſold; nor frequented the Pub/ick Places. But 
every one communicated freely ſuch Things as 
he poſſeſs d, to him that ſtood in Need. Thus 
there was a Reciprocal Exchange of Kindneſles 
and Aſſiſtance, according to every ones Faculty 
and Power. They were very Aſſiduous in Watch- 
ing, Faſting and Prayer: Curious in obſerving 
the Various Names of the Agel, which they 
frequently repeated, Invocating thoſe Happy Be- 
ings, as the Minifters of the king Eternal And 
thoſe who were exercis'd in this Kind of Religious 


Life, 
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Life, arriv'd to ſo a Conftancy of Mind, 
— neither Racks, ehe, Sword, — 2 
tures could ever move em to Renounce their 
Low, or ſpeak the leaſt Word in Contempt of 
Ms 


Inflitution. Nay, they would rather ſuffer 
tram, than be prevail'd on 1 
Thing that had Life in it- For they were ſtri 
Obſervers of the Low, which commends Perpe - 
tual Abſtinence from the Fl:ſb of Animals, 

It was an Eſtabliſh'd A@&vricle of their Faith, 
That as ſoon as the Union of Seal and Body was 
difiolv'd by Death, the Former by a Netwel Incli- 
nation aſcends to the Skies; even as Sparks fly 
upward, when freed from the Groſs Earthly 
Matter in which they lay iſon'd. 

1 have here given thee a and true Chara. 
er of the ene. Of which Sec, all Chrifions 
own the Meſfias to be a Fu verrer, if not a Member; 
in regard he no where is Recorded to have up- 
braided them, as he often did the Phorifeer, Sad. 
duces, Herodians and the Reſt. 

ſay more at Pre- 


ime will not permit me to 
0 But if 


, concerning that Yenerable Y 
ou would have a Perfect Ideas of all his Ver- 
tues and SanQiry of Life, turn thy Eyes Inward, 
and fix em on thy ſelf. For thou art a Lively 
Tranſcript of the Holy Jeſus 


Paris, 1ſt. of che iſt. Moon, 
of the Nor 1654. 
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Tu tbe Venerüble Mufti. 


T OU haſt beard of the Jeſuitr, an Org 
of .. Nawarime Derviſes. All Europe abound; 
with them; and they have attempted to ſettle 
themſelves at the Sublime Port, and ſeveral Places 
of Aſie: +. Belides their Actual Poſſeſſions in the 
Indies, here they are very Numerous and Power- 
ful. They are 8 the Richeſt Order of the 
Reman Churth, tho' the Conſtitutions of their Hun- 
der; "oblige them to Ferpetual Poverty, But what 
will not the Sacred Hunger of Gola tempt Men 10 
For the ſake of this Charming Metal, they can diſ. 
penſe with Antiquated Laws, and Dull Melancho- 
ly Vows. + 

Theſe Religious Perſons have lately ſpread 
about a Lerter in Print which they pretend comes 
from one of their Order in Armenia. 

This Diſpatch relates a Strange Accident, that 
has happen d at the Sepulchre of our Hely Prophet 
(upon whom reſt the Favours of the Eternal.) 
For it affirms, that in the Eighth M of the laſt 
Year, the Shrine which contains the Bedy of the 
Heavenly Miffioner, fell from the Roof of the Sa- 
cred Moſque (to which, they ay. it adher'd by 
Vertue of a Magnet) foſten'd in the Cantre! of the 
Arch; And that at the fame Time, the Pavenert 
of the Temple open d, and ſwallow'd up that Ve- 
nerable Ark, wherein were repoſited the moſt Ho/y 
Reliques in the World. And that from th: Chaſm, 
there iſſud out a Flame, like that of Sulphur, ac- 
company'd with ſuch a Smoak and Intolerable 
Stench, as caus'd all the Pilgrim that were preſent 
to ſwoon away Whereupon, many of th:m are 
ſince turn d Chriſtian! This 


T RR l. 


„ 


7 Vol. IV. 4 Sy at PARIS. 243 

| This Forgery is -believ'd here by thoſe, who 
never examine any Tong their Prieſts tell em, 
but take all on Truſt, The Common People bleſs 
themſelves, in that they were born of Chriſtian 
Parents, and not of the Diſ@@ples of that Wicked 
Inpeſtor: So they blaſpheme the Mex, in whom 
the Promiſes of their Meſſias are verified, when he 
ſaid, He wou d Intercede with God to ſend Prophet, 


s who ſbou'd lead em into all Truth. 
a \ They wou'd never be at the Pains or Coſt to 
l examine, whether the Foundation of this Story 


be true or falſe. All the Mufulmans who have 
been at that Holy of Holes, know, That the 50 
of our Divine Lawgiver  repoſes in a Spal- e, 
bui't after the ſame Manner as the Tombs of our 
| ' Auguſt Emeperours , and other Dormitories of the 
Great: Only with this Difference, That ic ur- 
paſſes all the Monaments of the World, in the in- 
valuable Richneſs of its Ornaments, the Gifts of 
devout Muſſulman Princes, There appears always 
ſuch an, Inſupportable Luſtre of Gold and Preci- 
| ous Stones, in every Angle of that Myſterious 
Receſs, as may well dazle the Eyes of Mortal 
SpeCtators; ſince the Angels themſelves are forc?d 
to be Veil'd within thoſe Majeftick Walls. : 
Hence it is not hard to ſuppoſe, That the'Cir- 
cular Refrafions of ſuch a Glittering Orb of 
Jewels, might create the Reſemblance of a Tomb 
| ſuſpended in the Air, or clegving to the Roof of 
; that Glorious Ed:fice, deceiving the Eyes of fore 
Ignorant, but Devout Muſſulmans, from whom 
this Megnetick Fable firſt took its Origin, -How- 
ever it be, no Man of Common Faith, or but Ordi- 
nary Senſe will believe, That God, who has for 
lo many Ages protected the Sepulihre of his 
Apoſtle and Favourite, verify ing therein the Pro- 
pe of Mahomet himſelf, who forttold, as did 
other Prophets before him, That the Place of hu Reſt 
Fi | M 2 - ſhould 
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Hould be Gloriow, and that the Greateſt Monarch: of 

the Earth, bond viſit it: I ſay no Man will be- 

lieve, that Ged would at Length ſuffer fo vile a 

Diſ⸗ to happen to the Tomb of his Meſſenger, the 
ge of Sinners. 

But the Nazarenes will believe any Thing, ſave 
the Truth. They are given up to a Spirit of 
Deluſion and Error, Incapable of Light and In- 
ſtruction ä 

Thus I leave em till the Day of Alarm, and 
the Hour of Scrutiny : When the Angels of the 7:| 
ſhall enter the Graves, and having made Experi- 
ment of every Man's Works and Faith, ſhall give 
the Je a Regiſter of their Nirtus, in their Right 
Hand, but to the Wicked in their Lt Hand, a 
Black Record of their Sins. 

In the mean Time, I proſtrate my ſelf before 
thee; begging, That when thou turneſt thy Face 
to the Hanſe of dbrabim, and the Tomb of the Pro- 
pher, thou wilt ſend up On? Ejaculation for Mah. 
mut, that he may perſevere in ſhunning the Error, 
of the Infidelr. 


Paris, 19th: of che 1ſt. Moon, 
of the Tear 1654. 


LETTER I. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician to rhe Grand 
| Seignior. 


INCE what I wrote liſt in behalf of the 
Brote Animal; is ſo Acceptable to thee, I will 


comply with thy Requeſt, in continuing that 
Diſcourſe. WT Tr 
is 
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"Tis certain the Ancients had another Opinion 
of the Beaſts, than theſe French Philoſophers, who 
deny em the Uſe of Reaſon. Socrates, us'd to 
ſwear by the Animal Generations, and ſo did R- 
maui hus before him. The Egyptian, form'd the 

e of their Gods, in the Similitude of Beasts, 
or Birds, or Fiſher. So the Grecian fix'd the Horny 
of a Ram on the Head of Jupiter's Statue, and thoſe 
of a Bull on the Image of Bacchw., They com- 

ed the Image of Pan of a Man and a Goar, 
painted the Auſes and Graces with Wings : And the 
Poet Pindar makes all the Gods Winged, and dif. 
iſes them in the Shapes of ſeveral Beafr, when 
in his Hymns he introduces them chas'd by Typen. 
Thou knoweſft alſo, That our He/y Defor: affirm 
the Angel Gabriel to have Wings, with One of 
which he once gave a Mark to the Avon. 

When the Poers bring in Jupiter courting Pa ſi- 
hee, he appears in the Form of a Bull. And in 
is other Amozrs, if we may believe them, he 

changꝰ' d himſelf ſomerimes into a Swan, then in- 
to an Eagle. They report alſo, That he was 
ſuckl'd by a Cost. 

For theſe and other Reaſons, the Ancients not 
only forbore to injure their Fellow- Animals, bur 
entertain'd them with ſingular Affection and 
Fr:endſhip> A Dove was the Darling of Semira- 
mis. A was the Joy of Cyrus. Philip, King 
of Macedon, made a Swan his Companion. And 
our Holy Lawgiver, was often want to ſport him- 
ſelf with a Car. He lov'd this Creature , for its 
Cleanlineſs and Activity; and therefore we u- 
ſel mans generally have a Cat in great Eſteem and 
Veneration. 55 

That Favsurite of God, underſtood the Langus- 
ge! of Beat, and conversd as familiarly wich 
them as with Men. So it is fam'd of Melompus 
and 7xreſins of Old, oo Apollonia Er 

3 w 
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who affirm d to his Friend fitting by him, that a 
Sparrow which he heard coy to his Fellows, 
told them of an Aſs which he had ſeen fall down 
with his Load, a little Way off from that Place. 
It is alfo recorded of a Boy, who underſtood all 
the Poices of Birds, and by that Means could fore- 
tel things to come: That his Mother, by pouring 
Urine into bis Ears when he was aſleep, depri- 
ved him of this Incomparable Gift, for Fear he 
ſhould be raken from her, and preſented to the 
King. There is no Queſtion, but ſeveral Nation: 
have a certain Knowledge of the Speech of ſome 
Animals, My Countrymen, by a peculiar Gift be- 
ſtow'd on our Fathers and their Pofferity for ever, 
underſtand the Language of Crows and Eagles. 
And the Ancients were ſo well vers'd in this 
Knowledge, that when, they convers'd with the 
Birds, or at leaſt when they heard them in their 
Language utter Preſages of what ſhou'd ſhortly 


thoſe Birds were the Meſſengers of the Gods. There- 
fore the Eagle was ſuppos d to be the Meſſenger of 
Jupiter, the Crow and Hawk of Apollo, the Stork of 
Juno, the Owl of Minerva, and fo of others. 

Ir is evident, that our Common Huntſmer un- 
derſtand the different Yoires of their Dogs, when 
at a Diſtance they ſignifie by One Kind of Cry, 
that they are queſting after the Hare; by An. 
ther, that they have found her; by a Third, that 
they have taken her, or that ſhe is turn'd to the 
Right Hand or to the Ct. So thoſe who look 
afrer Cattel, know by the Vice of the Bull, when 
he is ung, Thirſty or Weary, or when he is 
ſtung with 
the Howling of Wolves, the Baaing of Sheep, Men 
are made feaſible of the various Wants, Inclina- 
tions and Paſſions of thoſe Creatures. 


: 


Nor 


ha Phe on Earth, they perſwaded themſelves, that 


Luſt. . So by the Roaring of, the Lyon, 
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Nor arg theſe Avimals Ignorant of our Lan- 
guage, but by our Voice and Words they know 
when we are angry or pleas'd,, when we call 
them to us or deive them from us: And our Do- 
meſtirk Animals obey accordingly, with as much 
Promptneſs and Alacrity, as a Min or Maid - 
Servant, All which cou'd not be, if they were 
not endu'd with Faculties conformable to ours: 
They alſo teach their Young ones to ſing Arti fi- 
cially. In a Litter of Dogs, Hunt ſmen chuſe the 
B:& by this Experiment. They take ail the 
Wheips from the Birch , and carry them to ſome 
Place a little diftant ; Then they obſerve, which 
ſhe firſt carries back again, and thoſe «Iways prove 
the Beſt Dog. What is this Dift:nguibing Faculty 
in the Birch, but Reaſon; or ſomething like it? 
We ice apparently, - that every Living Creature 
knows its own Weakneſs or Strength, and knows 
how to uſe moſt dextrouſly thoſe Weapons with 
which Ne:«re has furniſh'd it for its O] Defence. 
They are alſo ſenſible, what Places are moſt con- 
venient for them to dwell in, and, which not. 
Thus the Weakeſt Creatures, as Dogs and Catsrs 
live altogether in Houfes and Cities with Men: 
Whilſt the Lyon, Tygers and ſuch Fierce Animals, 
dwell in the Deſert. Thus Sparrows and Swallows. 
make themſelves almoſt Domeſick with Men. 
whilſt Eagles, Hawks, Vultures and other Birds of 
Prey, buiild-their. Neſts in Weods dr. Rocks, „re- 
mote from Humane Society. Some, Birds change 
their Habitation at certain Sea/ovs of the Lear, 
as beſt ſuits with their Convenience: Others al- 
ways remain in the ſame Place. The ſame is ob- 
ſerv d in Fiſhes. © Andin all Living, Crear ures, it is 
eaſie to trace the Footſteps of Prudence and Pore- 
caſt, in order to their Own Preſer sation, Let 
Men call this what they pleaſe, Ia, or Netures- 
or Senſe; it is evident, that there is an Exact Con- 
M 4 form u q 
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formity and R-ſemblance between theſe Facuitie, 
in Brutes, and what we call Reaſon, Wiſdom or Pru- 
dente in Men, And we have no more Ground to 
conclude” them void of Reaſon, becauſe they do 
not enjoy it in that PerfeQion as our felvec, 
than we have to conclude our ſelves blind or def, 
becauſe we ſee not ſo clearly and bear not ſo radi. 
ly as the Brute: And, that we have no Legs, be. 
cauſe we run not ſo ſw:ft as ſome of them do. 
Dovbtlefs, the Brates are endu'd with a Faculty 
of Reaſon as well az we; but this Faculty 
in them, is Weak and JmperfeQt for want ot 
Diſcipline and Art, which poliſh all things. This 
is manifeſt, from thoſe Creature: which are 
Tavght to dance, and play a Thoufand Tricks; 
to tell Money, to ſhoot off Guns, to find out hid- 
den Things, and bring them ſome Miles to their 
Maſters, as weli Edncated Spaniel, will do. What 
can be a greater Argument, of the Proficiency 
they make in Reaſon and Knowledge * Are not 
Bl-phants taught all the 44:5 of War, and plac'd in 
the very Front of the Battle? Do not the Indian 
Princes repoſe as much Truſt in their Carriage 
and Conduct, as in the ſervice of their Stouteſt 
and Wiſeſt Communder;? This Creature is as 
tractable and prompt to learn any Thing when 
Young, as a' Bey at Scheo/; which canner be done, 
emo i hgh rang ee | 
. 
„ which mi to prove 
the Brute imo, to have Soul: as well as We, to 
have Faculties and Affection conform to Ours. 
And therefore, it is little lefs Injuſtice to Kill and 
Eat them, becauſe they cannot ſpeak and converſe 
with us, than it would be for a-Coanibs! to mur- 
der and devour thee or me, becauſe we under - 


Qood not his Longuage not he ours. 


Grd 
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God who Locketh up the Winds during the Time 
the Helcyow hatcheth her Young, hy ſhewing 
that this Bird is his Favsurite, will affuredly ' 
grant us a perpetual Tranquility, if We abſtain 
injuring our Fellow- Auim ali. 


Paris, 22d. of the if}, Moon, 
of the Near 1654. þ 


LETTER IV. 
To Muſtapha, Berber Aga, at the Seraglio. 


2 U haſt formerly heard me ſpeak of the 
Duke of Lorraiv, and his ſeveral Loſſes 
which moſt People thought, wou'd have ended 
with che Excommunication pronounc d againſt him 
by the Rewan Mufti; whereof I gave thee Intelli- 
. But Experience teaches us, Ther M, fers une: 

Kaden ſet upen any Man Auel; but aſſault him in 
2 whorws Fate bas mark'd out for Ruin. 

et this Prince owes his Sufferings chiefly to 
his own Inconſtancy, whilſt he has all alon 
play*d faſt and looſe with the Kings of France a 
Spain; taking up of Arms by ſucceſſive Turns for 
One, and at the ſame Time underhand practiſin 
with the Ocher; always Unfaithful to Both, and 
2 driving on an Independent Intereſt of his 


This is his true Character. Fo which we may 
add, an Ungovernable Diſpoſition, and an Inſa- 
tiable Thirſt of Money; which has prompted 
him by all the Merhcds of Rapins and Violence, 
to heap up an Incredible Treaſure of Gold and 
Jewels. 9 that W the Enmity of 

5 levera 
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ſeveral Monarchs, the Jealouſie of his laſt Maſter 
the King of Spain, the III- Will of his own Bro- 
ther, (whom they call Duke Francis) and the Cur- 
ſes of all People where-ever his Army has been 
quarter d; He is at Length Seiz d and Impriſon d 
by Arc b. Duke Leopold, in the Cafile of Antwerp, 
For which Joyful News, the Inhabitants of the 
Spaniſh Netherlands, every where made Bonefites 
for Joy. He was Confind on the 25th. of the 
laſt Moon. And ſbori after, his Second Wife was 
taken into Cuſtody, that by her Means, they 
may diſcover his Papers and Money; This latter 
being the Chief Thing they aim at; he being 
reputed prodigiovſly Rich; and the Spaniſh Cot- 
fers want a ſupply. They conniv'd at his Rob- 
beries, whilſt there was any Thing left for him 
to plunder, and that they faw he hoarded- up. 
But now he has done his Work, they puniſh him 
for the Crimes, which they themſeſves encou. 
rag'd, that ſo they may become Maſters of his 
Vealth. *Tis ſaid, he brook'd his Reftraint very 
well at ficſt: But a while ago, being — the 
Liberty of the Cal Walls, he grew Rwing 
Mad; flung a Candleftick (which was all the Wea- 
pons they allow'd him) at the Governows Head, 
and broke the Windows of his Lodgings. $o 
that they have been forc*d to Confine him to a 
Hole without any Lighr, fave a little that finds 
dmittance through an Iron Grate at the Top of 
Room. „ * £ * 0 
His Brother Francis of Lorrain, is to command 
the Army in his Steid: who pretends great Fide- 
lity to the Howſe df 2»ftria, yet may in the Iſſue 
prove as wavering as his Brother. For, the King 
of France has Baits wou'd tempt the Fertue of an 
Angel: Vet no hing ſhall ever corrupt the int - 
grity of Mahmut the Muſſulman, on whoſe Forehead 
Fats has Engraven this Motto, 'Prepard to _ 
8 * blu 
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Ibluſh, Serene Aga, when Ithink I am ſo bar- 
ren of Vertues, that I have Nothing elſe to boaſt 
of, but my Loyalty. Whilſt Thouſands of Hluſtri- 
ous Souls, Crown'd with-a Circle of Merits, daily 
aſcend to Paradiſe: And tho' they made but an 
Obſcure: Figure on Earth, even as Conremptible- , 
as the Exil d Arabian in bis Hutch at Pare; yet 
now take their Scat among the Hundred and Twenty. 
Four Thouſand Prophets, Favourites of the Eternal. 
May'ſt thou encreaſe that Happy Number, but 
not till thou haſt had thy Fill of Bliſs on Earth;, 
and that all thy Enjoyments here, ſeem like the- 


.of the Near 165 


Perfumes of Oyntments, which, tho they pleaſe* 

for a Time, yet at Length cloy the Senſ. 2 
EY; 99” Jean dj „ Nin £24 ance 

Paris, a 7d. f the 3d. Mm. 
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7. Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Je, at Viennas. 
4 . % x * | 


39> by £4 RE 1 1e 
er ſuſpe& me of Partiality, or that E 
am fond of making Proſelyter, becauſe L 
take ſuch Pains to reſtore thee to Reaſen, and 
make thee ſenſible thou art a Mau. I have no Dept 
ſign or Selt-Intereſt, in doing thee this Good 
Otfice: And tis remote from my Humour, to- 
buſy: my ſelf in gaining Convert. Only the Love 
of Truth, ſets my Pen at Work in this maaner z. 
being ever of the Mind, That a free Diſqui ſition- 
in Matters either of Religion or Philoſophy, is the: 
only way to-get quit of Errors, Perhaps m Cafe- 
may be the ſame as thine; and ſor oughtthow- 
knoweſt, I feek-not more to undeceit e thæe, thing 


83 | tg * 
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to (atidie my ſelf, by thus frankly venting my 

hes: Since nothing is more common iy 

obſerv'd, chan that whilſt a Man is teaching ano- 

cher, he improves himſelf. Our Memories are 

—— 1 _ wy Think 8 Ex- 

which for Want ot making a 

lmpretion, we can never recover - 

In vain we hunt for the ſtragling Je, 

and rummage all the Solitudes and Retiremenrs 

Thought, which has left 

or eps bebind it. The ſwift Of- 

the Mind is gone; tis dead as ſoon as 
to 


3 Ray, often proves Abortive, in the 
it was Conceiv d. The only Way 
n retain our Thoughts, i to faſten 
„ in Words, and chain them in Wiiting. 
is one Cauſe that I trouble thee with Ler- 
tem of this Nature, that whilſt | am inſtructing 
thee, I may eſtabliſh my own Reofen and confirm 
my felfin the Method I have taken, To live accord- 
ing to my Nature; that i, by not ſuffering my Rat i- 
en Faultier to fall aflcep, whilſt my Paſſions are 
Active and Vigorous in Working my Ruin. 
Far 1 reckon n» greater Shame or Misfortone 
can befal a Man, than to be depriv'd of his Hu- 
—_ is, his Reaſon. | x 
What I have faid concerning the Perfidiovi- 
nefs of our AMrwerier, may ſerve as a proper Intio- 
duRion to the ObjcQions I ſhall make againſt your 
Traditionary Laws. TR 4) 

If ene k you, Why theſe Laws were not Written 
wel as the other, You Anſwer, | That God reok 
Care in this, Ag the Gentiles getting Copies of them, 
Huld corrupt and pervert their Senſe, even they 
have done rhe Written Laws. But how then came 
he to ſuffer any to be Heiter? Had he not equal 
Care of one Part, as of the Other? Or, could 
the Gens ile do more harm, by altering and cor. 

| tupting 


— — 
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rupting the leſs Subſtantial Traditions, than the 
very Fundamental Sratuter ? For, that theſe Un- 
written Lows contain d only Circumſtantials, your 
Doctor themſelves confelss What Man of — 
mon Senſe then, can fir down contented with fo 
trivial an Anſwer? Or will you lay, That God 
cook more Care to preſerve theſe Tradition Incor · 


rupt from the Gentiles, than to retain them in 


their Purity among the Jews? For, that commir. ' 
ting them to Writing, had been the ſureſt Way 
to retain them in their Original Purity, is evident 
by the Preſervation of the Written Law; of | 
which there was fo great Care taken in Tranferi- \ 
bing ir, that if but a Letter or a Pont were added, 
dimimith'd or miſplac'd, they teok it for a Fatal 
Omen of tome Calamity, and the Faulty Scribe: 
were ſeverely puniſh'd; Nay, the whole Congrega- + 
tien, were bound to expiate the Offence by Fes. 
ing. Prayers, and Alms. So that it was in a Man- 
ner Impoſſible, that with all this CircumſpeRion, 
the leaſt Corruption or Alteration ſhou'd creep 
into the Written Law. : 

I appeal now to thy own Reaſon, Whether 
this was not a much ſecurer Way of preſerving 
the Laws Uncorrupt, than by truſting them to 
the fickle M:mories of Men? 

Beſides | wou'd fain know, What became of 
| thele Traditions during the Various Cuptivities of 
the Jews, and Depopulations of the Holy Land? Who 
took Care to deliver theſe Tradition Unalter d to 
Poſterity, when they were without Prießt, pro- 
phets or Synogegnes? When they were diepery'd 
over the Remote Provinces of Medis, Perſia, Egypt 
and Babylon # In thoſe Days, vou Fathers were 
Slaves to the Gentile Kings of Aſia; There were 
then no Sexiors ſitting in the Sanhedrim, who might 
take Care of theſe [bing Neither do F find, 
that Eſdrar the Scribe waigany Ways AE 
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for theſe. Traditions, . when he with his Brethren 
the Jews, return'd from their Long Captivity in 
Perſia and Babylon. All his moſt ſtrenuous En- 
deavours, were employ in recovering the Loſt 
Book; of the Written Law, without ſo much as re- 
garding or mentioning the Other. From whence 

gather, that either theſe 7-a4it5oms were of no 
great Importance; or, if they were, yet they 
were wholly, or for the moſt Part — or loſt, 
many Hundreds of Vears before the Talmud was 
firſt compos d; which thou ſay'ſt, is the Grand 
Repoſitory of theſe Sacred InfiruFions. And in ſay- 
ing thou contradifteſt thy own Arguments: 
For if theſe Traditions were appointed to be tranſ- 
mitte&by Word of Mouth, from Father to Son to 
all Generrations, as you ſuppoſe, then what need 
was there of writing them in the Talmud, or any 
other Book ? And yet the Writings of your Rabbi's 
are full of them. Thus thou confoundeſt thy 
ſelf, and runneſt blindful round in a Circle of 
Abſurdities. . Vp 

Rowze up therefore thy Reaſon, and ſuffer not 
thy ſelf to be hood: wink'd by the Fables of your 
Rabb:*s, thoſe I:duſtrious Midwives of Old Wo- 
mens Tales. Doubtleſs thoſe Traditions,. about 
which you make ſuch a Buſt e, are no other than 
the Haimfes of your Cabbalils, who pretend to 
ſpie more Myſteries in the Order of Two or Three 
Rebrew- Letters or Points, than they are able to 
unfold in whole Volumes. They crack their 
Brains. in Conjuring up far fetch'd Iaterpretatiom, 
from the particular Faſhion and Placing of one 
ſingle Daſh of a Pen. They puzzle and amuſe 
their Diſciples, wich teaching them more knotty 
and Romantict Divinity out of the Pur and Twenty. 
Letters, than ever Pythagoras did with all his - 
ſtick Numbers. The Alp habet do them, i the Oracle | 
of Theology. They have tura'd the Law into a. 
perfe & Riddle, Believe 
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Believe not therefore, theſe Religious Mount e- 

banks, theſe Holy Jugglers, who with their ſanQi- 
fy'd Legerdemain, wou'd turn you into Apes, that 
thay may laugh in Secret at your Folly; while 
they behold, how preciſely devout you are in 
cringing, jumping, dancing, howling, brayiog , 
and all your other Antick Poſtures and Actions 
in the Synagogue; in the Practice of which, you 
have bello d ſo much Care, and are ſo exact, 
that you quite negle& the Weighty Points of the 
Law 


I hope what I have ſaid, is ſufficient to con- 
vince thee, that thoſe Traditions , which you are 
tavght to believe, were deliver'd to Moſes in tle 
Mount of God, are no other, than the Inpoſirions 
of your Blind Guides, who are ſtudious of No- 
thing more, than to entangle you in a perpetual 
Labyrinth of Superſtition and Error. 

It will not be a greater Difficulty to Demon- 
ſtrate, That the Written Law it ſelf, though Divine 
in its Original, is not of Univerſal Obligation to 
all People; but only calculated for your Particular 
Nation, and ſuch as were willing to enter into 
your Intereſts, among the Nations adjacent to the 
Holy Land. . 37259 
And becauſe my Time haſtens we, I will only 
ſuggeſt one Argument for all, and leave it to 
thy - Deliberation; Whether it was poflible for 
all Mankind to repair once a Year to Jeruſalem, to 
ſacrifice in Solomon's Temple, as is requir'd in 
your Law? For, that it was not Jlawtil to facts 
. fice any where elſe, is evident, both from the 
Law it ſelf, which expreſsly forbids it; and from 
the Examples of your Fathers in their ſeveral Cop. 
tiuities; and from your own Practice at this Day, 
who have made no Sacrifice ſince the Days of 71. 
tus Veſpaſian, the Roman Empereur, who laid waſte 
your City, and burnt your Temple to Aſhes. _ 
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And this alſo may ſerve to convince thee, that 
the Law of Moſes was not of Perpetual Obligation 
even to the Jews themſelves; ſince tis evident 
from Matters of Fact, that for theſe Sixteen Hun- 
dred Years, you have not been in a Capacity to 
. keepit: And doubtleſs, God wou'd never require 
any Thing of Men, which he foreſaw, they 
wou'd not be able to perform. : 

Ceaſe then to think ſo highly of thy Nation, as 
if none but they were the El: of Gd, or Ca- 
pable of his Favours: Ceaſe to inſult over the 
Reſt of Mankind, and to curſe thy Brethren the 
Sons of One Father, even Neah the Juft Man, and 
Prophet of God. Behold the Sun and Moon, with 
all the ConfleHations in Heaven: Their fluences are 
equally diſpers'd to all of Human Race. Behold 
the Elements, they ſerve all the Sen of Alem alike; 
they ate not Partial to tu, neither does any 
FafFiom bya\s the Wind: and Rein. Theſe *r 
all at their appoi Time and Place. And the 
Four Seafons of the Year, return with even Courſes 
to the Inhabitants of the Rar Quarters of the 
Werld. The Plants know no difference between 
the Circumc?r'd and the Uncircumcis'd; but yield 
their Encreaſe with Equal Indifferency, to the 
One and the Ocher: And the Brute Animal, e 
qually acknowledge both for their Lordi. Th: 
Birds of the Air, are as ſoon caught by a Heath. n, 
Cbriſi an, or Mahometan Fowler, as by one that is a 
Jew. And the Fiſb of the Sea when they ſwallow 
the Hook, or plunge themſelves into the Net, re- 
gard not the Difference of Religion in thoſe that 
citch them. All Things happen to every Mw 
according to their Nature and the Pleaſure of Drſti- 
: Oaly Man himſelf tranſgreſſes zhe Condition 
of his Being. But thoſe that obey the Butrrnal 
Lawgiver, let them be of what Nation or Religion 
ſoever, doubi leſs they live Happily, and die in 


wever, 
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However, leſt en ſhou'd err for Want of 
Knowlidge , a Light is ſprung forth in the Eaft, 
even the Book of Glory, which confirms the Ni- 
ten Law, and inſtructs Men in the Trur b. Doubt- 
lefs, this Book was brought down from Heaven. 
It carries its own Evidence, and a Teſtimony of 
its Divine Original, in the Majeſty of the Style : 
There is a Spirit and Energy in every Word, ſub- 
limating the Intellec of the devout Reader, and 
pvrifying his Affections: It is written in abi, 
in a Diale# ſo pure and perfe&t, that the moſt Ac- 
curate Criticks can find no Blemiſh from the Be- 
ginning to the End. One part coheres exactly 
with the other; tis void of Contradiftien. All 
the Chapters in this Glorious Yalume, are of a Piece, 
Which Excellencies cou'd not have thus met to- 
gether without a Miracle, in a Book divulg d by 2 
Man, who cou'd neither Write nor Read. 
The Succeſs it has had in the World, ſpeaks it 
of Celeftial Deſcent. The Greateſt Part of 4fs, and 
Africk, with many Kingdoms in Europe, have obeyd 
the Alcoran for above theſe Thouſand Years: Cou'd 
ſuch a Thing come to paſs, without the Decree of 
Heaven? When the Prophet and Faweurite of God 
firſt receiv'd his Divine Commiſion , he was like a 
Pelican in the Wilderneſs, Solitary, and without 
Companion. Nevertheleſs he was not diſcou- 
— bur: obey d the Orders of Heaven. He ſaw 
himſelf in the midſt of Rocks and Sands, encom- 
paſs'd on all Sides with Terrible Beat. Yet be 
deſpꝛir d not of Aſſiſtance from Above, but com- 
forted himſelf in the Promiſe of che Ererual. He 
firſt preach'd to the Savage Lys and Tygers: who, 
as if they had heard another Orphen;, grew tame 
and fociable at his Powerful Words. Thoſe 
ſierce Inhabitants of the Woods, came and 

ſirated themſelves b:fore the Sene of God; they 
lick d his Feet in Token of Submiſſion; they 
| environ” 
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environ'd the Place of his Repoſe, as his Guards» 
and brought him Food Morning and Evening. 
The Propher wonder'd that ſo great Grace was 
given to the Beaſis of the Earth. He prais'd the 
Creator of All Things, and his Mouth was full of 
Benediftims. . He bleſs'd the Day and the Night, 
and the Obſcurity that comes between them. 
He bleſf'd:the Dem that fall at the rifing of the Odo. 
riferous Star, and the refreſhing Winds that ſtir 
the Leaves of the Trees at Mianight. And in the 
Morning he pray*d, That all Men might become 
True Believers. | Doubtleſs, God had granted his 
Petition, had not the Angel, who carry'd up his. 
Prayers to Heaven, met with the Devil, a little on 
this Side the Orb of the Moor, who ſtole from him 
ſome of Mabomet's Words, ſo that the Prayer 
aſcended Imperfe& to the Throxe of the Merciful. 
Nevertheleſs, a Great Part of Men became Belie- 
vers: And more ſhall be added to the Number. 
In a little Time, the Solitary Prophet ſaw him- 
ſelf at the Head of a Numerous Army, all . 
luntiers, who reſorted td him in the Wilderneſs, as 
they were Inſpic'd from Above. The Mighty Men 
of Arabia, oppos'd the Sacred Hero: They led the 
| Flow'r of the Eaſt againſt him: But they acce- 
lerated their own Fate, and Incety'd their Angry 
Stars. The Elemmiztook up Arms againſttbem, 
and the Mereorſ fought in Defence of the Meſſenger - 
of Ge. Lightning and Hail, with Stones of 
. Fire, blaſted the Troops of the Infidel; : And ter- 
| rible Storms of Wind, buried whole Armies in 
| the Sands. Thus the Hoſt of the Mulmant, be- 
came VifQorious, without drawing a Sword, and 
the Empires of the Metz a, fell to the Poſſeſſion of 
True Believers. Perſia, Babylon, and Egypt, wete 
ſubdued, and embrac'd the-Undefled Truth. . The 
Alcoran was receiv'd from India to the Maurit ani an 
' - Shore: From the Riſing of the Sun, to the — 
: its own 
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down thereof, this Holy Profeſſion is made with 
one Conſent, There # but one God, and Mahomet hu 
Prophet. . 
Now Nathan, conſider, whether ever the Law 
of Moſes had ſuch Footing in the World, or the 
Children of Iſrael cou'd boaſt of ſuch Univerſal 
Conqueſis? Your little Kingdom, has had its Period 
long ago; and both that, and all the Empires of 
Alia and Africk, are (wallow'd up in the 4 con- 
quering Monarchy of the Oſmant. Your Tabernacle, 
Temple, City, and Sacrificer, are quite Extinct, 
Your Nation is Scatter'd over the whole rid, 
without Lands or e that they can call their 
own. Neither is there Prince, Prieſt, or Prophet, 
to whom you can have Recourſe for Delivery 
from your Misfortunes- | | 
Come out therefore from the Synagogue, which 
lies under the Scourge of Heaven: Shake off 
the Maledi&iom: And being Purified, join thy 
ſelf ro the True Believers, & ho are Bleſs'd in this 
World, and ſhall be Happy in Paradiſe. Or at leaſt 
ſtand by thy ſelf, and follow thy Own Zig4r. 


Adieu, 


Paris, 22d. of the 3d. Moon, 
of the Nar 1654. 


— 


To Dicheu Huſſein, Baſſa. 


HE Policies of Cardinal Mazarini are no 
Secrets at the Imperial City; Now he is 
about to play his Maſter-piece. He has all along 


maintain'd Penſioners in the Service of the French 
| Grandces. 
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Grandees, No Min of Prime Quality, cou'd be 
ſure he entertain'd not at his Table, ſome Crea- 
ture of this Miniſter. Diſguiſes of all Sorts, both 
for Body and Mind, were never Wanting to 
Men dextrous at Treachery, and Officious to do 

iſchief. a 

But now he is ſetting Spie: of another Character 
on the Princes of the Blood, and the Chief Nobil'ty 
of France. Women are to become his Private 
Agents; Females of his Own Blood; true Falians; 
and brought vp, under his particular Core and 
Management. In a Word, his Sifters and Nieces. 

Five of them are newly come to this City, 
having been Condudted hither by the Cardine!”s 
22 accompany'd with a Conſiderable Re- 
tinue of Court iers, who went to meet them ſome 
Leagues from Paris. Tis ſaid, That one of 
thoſe Ladies is a great Beauty, and that the Young 
King having ſeen her Picture, fell in Love with 


This is certain, the Prince of Com! has Mar- 
ried one of them: With whom the Cargins! has 
given his Palace, and Two Hundred Thouſand 
Crowns in Dowry. - | N 

They talk, as if another of them was to be 
Married to the Duke of Candale; anda Th'rd, to 
the Son of General Harcourt. And, as if Mozar ini 
were Emulous of Joſeph's Character and Authori- 

in Pharsoh's Court, he has ſent for hi Fat her al- 
74 with all his Faw/ly, to come and reſide in 
France. He is reſolv'd to ſtock thi Kingdom with 
Sicilian Bled, a Race of Mazarinz: Who by In- 
ſtinct, as Well as by Rules, ſhall carry on the De- 
ſign he has laid; and either raiſe this tottering 
State to the Height of his Model, or abſolutely 
ruine it. For, that Active Spitit, cannot take 
up with Hedi ums. | 


Tis 
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Tis ſaid, That the Duke of Orleans reſents very 
Il che Cardinal's Ambition, in Marrying his Meter 
into the Blood Royal, That Prince, will not be 
3 on to come near the Cours: But rather 

vours the Prince of Conde, and the other Male- 
contents, Whence ſome People are apt to reſage, 
another Turn of Affairs, before long: For "= 
Generality of the French, are Inclin'd to the 
Prince's Party. f 

There is great Caballing all over the Kingdem : 
and the Cordinel ſtrives to puſh his In for · 
ward by all the Methods of a Cunning Stateſman. 
He knows the Prince of Conde Spirit too well, 
to dream of a Reconciliation. And he has a 
double Intereſt, in.the Ruin of that Unfortunate 
General; his own Preſervation, and the Aggran- 
dizing his Niece, the Princeſs of Conti: Who by 
the Fall of her Brot her. in- Law, will be Miſtreſs 
of his Eftare. | 

He his endeavouring alſo to make an Aliance 
with the Cardinal de Retx, his profeſs d Enemy, 
and one tais d by the Pope to that Dignity, on Pure» 
poſe to counter-balance Mazarini's Power at this 
Court, where he is ſuſpeRed to animate the King 
againft the Cours of Rome. 

That Cardinal de Retx, is now a Priſoner of 
State, and has been ſo a long Time; being firſt 
Confin'd by Mazarizi's Orders. But the Wile 
Minifler, now thinks it ſafer to compound with a 
Man, whom he cannot longer perfecute, without 
drawing on himſelf the Revenge of all rhe Eecle- 
flaſt ici, and eſpecially the Thunder of the Roman 
Court. 

Therefore, to reconcile Matters and fortifie 
himſelf, he hs proposd a March between his 
Nephew, and de Retx his Niece. The Court is whole 
ly taken up, with making Friendſhips of this Na- 
ture: Which is an evident Sign, they _ their 

| ower 
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Power at an Ebb, and fear it will be much Lower, 
if the Prince of Conde, ſhou'd once take the Field 
in France, 6 

'Tis nothing to the Muſulman-Intereſt, which 
Side gets the Advantage. For, they are all equally 
Enemies to the Sent of God. iS 

If I can by any ſucceſsful Artifice promote the 
Diviſions of theſe Inßdels, I ſhall not difſerve the 
Shining Port, However, I will ſtill pray, That 
thoſe Swords may be turn'd againſt each Other; 
which United, wou'd hazard the Stare of the 
True Faithful. | 
Illuſtrious Friend, let thy Preſence in the 

Divan, be as a ſtrong Baſtion, under the Covert of 
which, Mahmut may be ſhelter d from the Artillery 
of Evil Tongues, and Sycophants, 


Paris, 14th of the 4th. Moor, 
of the Tear 1654. ; 


— 


LETTER vll. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


PP 


— ů — 


NT HOU ut not Ignorant, that when I fiſt 
heard of the Crue) Sentence executed on our 
late Friend Egri Bo'nm (on whom be the Merces 
of the Creator) I wrote to his Succeſſor, Iſmael Mou- 
ta Faraca, a Letter of Condoleance : Wherein, to 
keep a Medium between the Tenderneſs | ow'd to 
the Loſs which my Friend had fuſtained of his 
Eyes, and the diſtruſt I had of a Stranger ; I 
fil ed up my Letter to Iſmael, with Conſolatory 
Expreflions; ſuch as I wou'd have uſed to Egri 
himſelf, had I been in his Company, Referee 
i 6 | that 

3 


that Iſmael would read my Letter to his Blind Pre- 
deceſſor. ; 

I plaid the Sroick, and encouraged the Doctrine 
of Apathy: Or, at leaſt, I abounded in Philoſo- 
phical Counſels, almoſt as ImpraQticable as the 
other. Nothing but ſevere Aprality: dropt from 
my Pen. And, all this, to cover my real Con- 
cern and Paſſion for Egr:'s Suffe rings; who, thou 
knoweſt, was beloved by more than thee and me. 
I told thee in a former Letter, That I did not 
dare to truſt my Sentiment, though diſguiz'd 
to a Man, who, on the ſcore of his new Prefer. 
ment might become more quick-ſighted than be- 
fore, and would ſoon penetrate the thin Veil of 
Words, and Spy ſomething in that Diſpatch to 
my Diſadvantage , ſhould I have ventured to de- 
ſcant on the Sultans Severity, cr Egri's Merits 

Therefore, I thought it beſt to pretend an In- 
differency, to which I am as much a Stranger as 
any Man, in Caſes that too nearly touch our 
Senſe. Tis eafie to give Counſel to another, 
which in the ſame Circumſtances, we are far 
from practiſing our ſelves, Then we can be full 
of Wiſdom and grave Moral,; but when it once 


comes Home, all our Philoſophy vaniſhes : There - 


remains Nothing to be ſeen, but a meer Senſitive 
Animal, without Vertue or Patience. 

My own Experience, bur two Days ago, forces 
this Confeſſion from me, when by an unlucky 
Blow, I loſt the Sight of both my Eyes, for the 
Space of Eight and Forty Hours. *Tis true, I 
ſhould not have uſed them much during a Third 
Part of that Time, had they not been hurt: Un- 
Jeſs thou wi't ſay, they ate ſerviceable in our 
Dreams, and help our Souls to ſpy the Dark Chi- 
"mera's of the Night. However, I remember 
twas no ſmall Grief, even in that Abſence of the 


Sun, to be caly Senſtble of the Privation by my 


Ears: 
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Ears: For whilſt the Windows of my Soul were 

ſhut, 'ewas in vain for thoſe of my Chamber to 
be open; which before this Misfortune, would 
by letting in the Light of the Moon or Stars, have 
convinc'd we, that it was Night, without being 
beholden to the Clocks and Bells of the Convent 
for my Intelligence, as I was under this Affliction. 

Then it was, that in my Heart I unſaid all 
that I had written to the Ewmweh on the Subject of 
' Blindneſs, and curſed the Phils/opher for a Fool or a 
Madman who put out his own Eyes for the 
Sake of his Thoughts. I envyed thoſe more 
happy Fools, who are without Thoughts, but 
enjoy their Sight, which helps to form and re- 
gone the Conceits of the moſt Wiſe and Think- 

* | 

IO ſuch was my Paſſion and Melancholy, 
during this ſhort Le. of my Eyes, that I pre- 
ferr'd to mine, even the Life of thoſe Dumb Ani- 
welt, whom Men have learned to call trretions!, 
becauſe they expreſs their Sentiment by Iuarticu- 
late Sewnd1, a Dialid which we don't Underſtand. 
And I could have almoſt wiſhed my ſelf Mera- 
morphes'd, though it were into a Dog, provided l 
might but have that Senſe, the want of which 
renders our Humanicy Imperf-& and a Burden to 
it ſelf. Or, if thou wilt blame me for ſuch a 
Wiſh, I cannot forbear thinking that Dog happier 
than his Mafter, whom I have ſeen jeading 2 
Blind Man in a String along the Streets of Pare. 
How prudently did that Faithful Creature a& the 
Guide, in croſſing the Way, if any Danger threat. 
ned his Charge, as a Cart, Coach, or Throng of 
People? And, all this Conduct was owing to his 
Eyes, which made him Wiſer than his Mafter, 
who, had he enjoy'd this Jenſe, might nor, for 

ought I know, have Surpaſſed his Kind Brute in 


the Exerciſe of Reaſon · 
And 
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And now I am fallen on this Subject, of the 
W.ſdom of Bruter, I muſt not forget a Story which 
1 have read in Plutarch, as alſo in a certain French 
Aut ber of 2 Dog in the Court of the Roman Em- 
perour Veſpaſian, which would AR to the Life, all 
the Agonies and Symptoms of Death at the Com- 
wand of a Mownrebank, who had taught him many 
ſuch Comical Tricks, to divert the Grandees of 
Rome. | 

The ſame Frenchwan mentions certain Oxen, 
which it ſeems had Learned Arithmerick: For 
being employ'd in turning the Wheel of a Well 
an Hundred Times every Day, when they had 
finiſhed that Task, would not ſtir a ſtep more; 
but having revolved that Number in their Minds, 
deſiſted of their own Accord; nor could any 
Violence compel em to farther Labour. Who 
will deny now, that theſe Ouen were Matbematici- 
an; Or, That that Ship Dog had any need to ſtu. 
dy Euclid's Element:; who, having a great deſire to 
taſte of ſome Oil, that he ſaw in a deep Earthen 
Veſſel, and not being able to put his Head in far 
enough, by Reaſon of the long ſtraight Neck of 
the Por, after ſome Study ran to the Held of the 
Ship, which was Balaſted with Gravel ſtones ; 
From thence he brought in his Mouth, at ſeveral 
Times, as many of thoſe little Stones, as half 
filling the Por, forced the Oil up to the Mouth, 
ſo that be could Lap his Belly full? Of this, 
Plutarch ſays he was an Eye-Witneſs. Was not 
this, thinkeft thou, an Archimedes among the 
Dogs? Are not the Goat, of Candy abſolute Phyſici- 
am, when, being wounded, they never ceaſe 
ranging the Plants of that Fertile ,n, till they 
have found the Herb Dittany, with which they 
reſtore themſelves to Health? : 

Should the French read theſe Lines and thoſe 
others I have writ on 5 =; Subject to Cars 1 

* k an s 
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the Great Mahummed of the Deſart, they would 
cenſure me as a Heretick, a Fool, or a Mad. man: Or, 
at leaſt, they would conclude, I am too Impor- 
tunate an Advocate for the Beats, They would 
call me Brute my ſelf, and fix my Pedigree among 
ſome of the Dumb Generations, - | 

But thou, who haſt been Educated in the ſere. 
ner Principle; of the Eaft, and haſt had the Honour 
to pour out Water on the Hand, of the Abſtemious 
Eremit, wilt have another Opinion of what I ſay, 
in Defence of our Kindred Animals. 

He that has given W:/dom and Language to the 
Piſmires , and Inſtrufted them to converſe toge. 
ther by Mute Signs, ſo that when the Signs! was 

iven, the Alarm was taken throughout their 
Pumble Territories, and they all fled away with 
their Bag and Baggage, when the Army of So- 
mem approached: Inſpire us with Grace, to un- 
derſtand the Language of the Beaſts, or at leaſt, 
not to think our ſelves Wiſer than them who un. 
derſtand Ours. 


Paris, 14th- of the 4th. Moon, 
h of the Year 16; 4» 


— 
— —„V—- 


Rl. 
To. Afis, Baſſa. 


T HIS Court is wholly taken up at preſent, 
with the Preparations that are making to 
Crown the Young King. The Place deſign'd for 
that Ceremony, is a City call'd Rhemes. "Tis ſaid, 
the Dake of Orleans will not be there, though the 
King has Summon'd all the Princes and Nebility to 
attend at his Inauguration, according to the — 

uſtom. 
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Cuſtom, But that Prince ſtomachs the great Sway 
Cardinal Maxarini bears at Court, Beſides, his 


2 who has no ſmall Power over him, is 


ed to the Party of Malecentents, "Tis through 
her Perſwaſions, the Duke her Father, abſents 
himſelf from the King his Motto, Yer there are 
thoſe that ſay, his Mind will change, before the 
Time appointed for the Coronation: And, that he 
will rather diſſemble his Grudge, that ſo he may 
more advantageouſly ruine the Cardinal, who 
keeps the King lull'd in a Circle of Pleaſures, 
. to his Youth ; that ſo he may not have 


ime or Inclination, to pry into his Manage- 


ment of Affairs. 


of Pleaſure belonging to the King. They pals 
their Time away in Delights, drown'd in Securi- 
ty. Whilſt the Wakeful Princes of the Blood, are 
plotting new Methods to rowze 'em from their 
Lethargy, and teach the Young Monarch, That the 
Sound ot the Trumpet and Beat of the Drum, will, 
in a ſhort time, be a more Neceſſary Mac, than 
the ſoft Airs of the Lute, and ſuch Chamber Melidy. 
in the mean Time, the Prince of Conde being 
Condemn'd, the Princeſs, his Wife, has petition d 
the Parliament, that her Dewry may be ſecur'd to 
her: But they have referr'd the Matter to the 
King. Her Husband ſeems to be loſt in all Re- 
ſpects, fave thoſe of the People's Affections, who 
favour any that are Enemies to Cardinal Mazarin!. 
Monſicur Brouſſel, one of the Councelors of Par- 
liamint, whoſe Impriſoument I formerly mention'd 
to be the Cauſe of che Firft Sedition at Parts, is 
newly dead: Vet the Canſe whereof he was a 
Patrier, dies not with him; but rather takes freſh 
Vigour, from daily Grounds of Diſcontent. 
Ic was more particularly reviv'd, upon the 
Death of the late Arch. Biſhop of Paris: The Clergy 
2 chuſing 


The Court is at preſent at Fontainbleau, a Houſe 


| 
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chuſing for his Succeſſor, the Cardinal de Retz, a 
Priſoner of State, and under the ſevere Diſplea- 
ſure of the King. This Ele#ion was counter- 
manded, by a Declaration from the Council Royal. 
Nevertheleſs, the Eccleſſaftick; perſiſt in their Firſt 
Choice; whilſt Cardinal Mazarini threatens em 
with the Puniſhments due to thoſe who con- 
temn the King's Authority. But they flight his 
Menaces, truſting to the Arms of the Prince 
of Conde; which, they hope, will deliver 'em, 
in Time, from the Oppreſſions of that Great 
Miniſter. 

The Men of Abiliry Cabal, whilſt the Pulgar 
are eaſily drawn into Parties, as their Affections 
bout 'em. Here is Nothing but Murmuring and 

Vhiſpering againſt the Government. Every Man 
endeavours to purchaſe Arms, and lay em up 
privately as againſt ſome Public Invaſion. Nay, 
the Citizens walk not abroad without Daggers hid 
under their Garments: As if they either intended 
a Maſſacre, or were Aﬀraid of one. All things 
ſeem to portend ſome ſudden Eruption of Pop«- 
lar Fury, And the Wiſeſt know not, what will 
be the Iſſur of ſo many Threatning Occurrences. 

Only Mehmxrt (ſurrounded with Infidels) is re- 
ſign d ro Deſtiny. Knowing, that no Human Coun- 
ſel can haſten or retard the Decrees Sign'd Above. 


Paris 17th. of the 5th, Moon, 
of the Nar 1654. 


LE T- 
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LETT SR DB 
To Murat Baſſa. 


T ſeems the Devils have been lately let looſe in 

theſe Weftern Parts, if we may give Credit to 
the Depoſition of ſuch, as have accus'd certain 
ſuppos'd Witches. ; 

In Pretague a Province of this Kingdom, above 
Forty Old Women have been ſeiz'd and Impri- 
ſon'd, for holding Correſpondence with Infernal 
Power:: And above half of them condema'd to 
Death; God knows with what Juſtice. 

Some of them are accus'd, of Enchanting the 
Perſons of their Neighbours; Others for Bewitch- 
ing their Cattle; and a Third Sort, for diſſolving 
the Miſchievous Charm: of the Firſt and Second: 
All-of them for aſſembling in the Night- Time, 
and uſing certain Diabolical Cere om es; which, 
they Gay, begin and end in kiſſing the Peſt eriaur: 
of a Coat, or the Devil in that Form. 

I know not how far theſe poor ſuperannuated 
Figures of Mortality may be wrong d. Tis a 
Queſtion: whether their Judges are always in the 
Right. A ſhrivell'd meager Face, a hal'ow Eye, 
om d with irrecoverable Poverty, are many 

imes the Chief Grounds of Suſpicion: Which 
improv'd by Superſtition, Miſtakes and Malice, 
have often prevail'd on thoſe who ought to ad- 
miniſter Juſtice, to condemn Wretches 
more innocent than themſelves, as Guilty of 
Witchcraft. © F e, 

Yet it cannot be deny d, but that there have 
been both Men and Women vers'd in Magical 
Arts, as they are commonly call'd, which I rake 
to be only the more Mey Science of Nature. 
F tes Such 
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Such was Zoroafter, the Great Grand- Child of 
Noah, and King of that Part of 4% which was 
then call'd Ba#ris. Such was Apodoniut Tyan. ur, 
Philiſtides Syracuſanus, with many others of An- 
cient Dare: Theſe underſtood rhe Hidden Force 
of the Elements, the Influence of the Stars, the Spe- 
cifick Operation of Metals, Minerals, and other 
Subterranean Bodies with the Virtues of all Vege- 
tables. They knew exactly how to frame Aral 
Images and Taliſmans, by the Help of which they 
were able to effect Wonders. And all this per- 
haps without once dreaming of Infernal Spirits, o. 
having the leaſt Society with Devil. 

Yer I believe, Lucian, an Ancient Writer, who 
never ſpoke ſeriouſſy of any Thing, ſcarce be- 
hev'd himſelf, when he related the Stery of Pa. 
crater, a Famous Magician of Egypt, who by theic 
Taliſmans, was able to transform ſnenimate things 
into the Appearance at leaſt of Living Creatures. 
Thus he wou'd turn a Stick or Piece of Wood 
into a ſeeming Man, who ſhou'd walk, diſcourſe, 
and perform all the Actions of a Rational Being. 

A certain Stranger travelling with him once to 
Memphis, and lying with him in the ſame Caravau- 
ſera, as ſoon as they were alighted from their C:. 
mels Pancrates rock a Plank of Oak, and having 
touch'd it with his Taliſmen, and pronounc'd 
two or three Syllables, incontinently the Ser- 
mov d, ſtood upright, walk'd, and taking the 
Camels by the Bridle, led them to the Stables 
After which, this Wooden Man came in and pre- 
pat d their Pilaw; went of whatſoever Errand:+ 
Paucrates ſent him. And when they departed the 
' Magician uſing a certain Private Ceremony, this Of- 
ficious Servant return'd to a Plank again. This was 
his Practice all along the Road. | 

One Day his Fellow-Traveller being reſolv'd 
to try the Experiment, took Advantage of the 
22805 Magician 
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Magitian's Abſence, who was gone to the Temple, 
and had left his Taliſman behind him. The Curi- 
ous Traveller, having been often an Eye Wit- 
nels of this Trick, takes a Piece of Wood, and 
touches it with Pancrates's Taliſman, repeating the 
Syllables he had heard him utter. Immediately 
the Hiahimate Timber became a Man, asking bis 
Pleaſures") The Traveller aftoniſh'd at the Event, 
commanded his new Servant to bring him a 
Bucket of Water. The Enchanted Spark obeys. 
The Traveller told him it was enough, and bid 
him return to a Piece of Mood again; but inſtead 
of that, he continu'd drawing of Water, and 
bringing it ia till rhe Houſe was full. The Tra- 
veller fearing the Anger of \Paxcrates, thought to 
diſſolye the : &n5hantment, by cleaving the Wooden 
Animal in Two: But this augmented his Trou- 
dle: For, each Piece taking a Bucket, fell to 
drawing of Water; ſo that of One Servant he 
had made Two. This continued till the Magici- 
an camt:to his Reſcue, who having ſternly rebuk'd 
the Traveller's Raſhneſs, at a Word turn'd the 
Two buſie Drudges, to their Primitive Logiſhneſs 

and Taaftivity again. 1 
Ido not tell shis Story, as if I would have thee 
believe it, or that I give Credit to it my fel. 
Let us imitate, the Au hor of ir, who laughs at all 
that delight in ſuch Feble:: But the Chriftians, 
who believe 2 Piece of Bread is. Transform'd to 
Fieb and Biss, aa becomes zn , God, 
zt the pronouneing of Four Words by, che A 

may be excus'd, if they put Confidence in f 
Figments of Ports and Ora tors. e 
have in my Cuſtody the Jeurne! of Carces, 
who formerly reſided at Viema, a Private | 
for the Ever Happy Pore. Some of his. Letters 
ſpeak of the Superſtition and Credulity of the 
Sermabis, In this Kind. Yet in a Letter to the 
N 4 Mufti, 
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Maſti, he acknowledges himſelf overcome by the 
Unqueſtionable Teſtimonies of ſuch as had 
been Eye-Witneſſes of the Life and Death of one 
Fauſtus a German Magician, who play'd a Thou- 
fand Infernal Pranks (as he calls them) even before 
the Emperour himſelf, 105 

He tells alſo of another Magician call'd Zyt, 
who liv'd in the Days of the Eper Charles IV. 

And when rhe Emperoxy's Son ro whom Zyto be 
long'd, was to Marry the Duke of Bavaris's 
Daughter; the Duke ro oblige his Son-in-Law, 
who was muck taken with Magical Tricks, 28 
were all the Gerwens, ſent for a great many Fa- 
mous Sorcerer: to the Wedding Among the Reſt, 
while One was performing a rare Exploit, on a 
fudden Zyto the Princes Conjurey, came up to him 
with a Mouth ſeeming as Wide as that of an Old 
Crocodile, and ſwallows him up at a Morſel. 
When he thus had done, he retires and voids him 
again in 2 Bath, and brings him thus drench'd, 
Into che Company, challenging any of the other 
Magitiani, to do a Feat like that; but they were 
all filent. . ne sud 0% * 

I hear of no ſuch Tricks done: by thoſt French 
ite bes, who cauſe ſo much Diſcourſe at preſent. 
The worſt they are accus'd of, is Bewitching 
their Neighbours Hogs to Madnelſs,- which thou 
knoweſt may be only a Natural Malad e. 

I pray Heaven defend us from the Enchantment: 
of 2 deluded Fancy, that Domeſtick Incubur of 
every Mortal, and we need fear neither itch 
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LET TE RX: 


To Cornezan Muſtapha, Baſla. 


15 Fame of Chrifins Nen of Sweden 
has, no doubt, reach'd thy Ears: I have 
made Mention of her in ſeveral of my Letters. 
That Royal Virgin, is now about to ſurrender her 
Grown to her Couſin, whom they call Charles Prince 
Palatine. This is a Voluntary Reſignation : And 
her Motive is ſaid to be, a ſtrong Inclination to 
Solitude and a Private Life; being eſteem d the 
moſt Accompliſh'd and Learn'd Princeſs of this 
Age. But thoſe who pretend to know more 
than others, ſay, That the True Ground of her 
abandoning the Kingdom, is a Reſolution ſhe has 
taken to change her Religion, and embrace the 
Faith of the Roman Mufti, which is forbidden by 
the Laws of Sweden. | A. 
Thou wilt ſmile at the Propoſals, which this 
dr ſent to her deſign d Succeſſir; and his Auſwer 
to them. 
In the firſt Place, She will k-ep the Greateſt 
Part of the Kingdom and Revenues in her own Hana, 
. Secondly, She will be zo Subject; but altogether 
Independent and Free. Y ”W 75 . 
irdly,. She will have Liberty to trquel into 
Foreign Countries, or into any Part of that 
Dominion. 1 | Vo 
Laſtly, So 2 7 oy m= Offices »f 2 
other Gifts t all have diſpaſed of to Her 
2 re vol d by her — 4 | 
To theſe Aricles, Prince Charles Anſwer'd, 
Firſt, That he will not be, nere Titular King, 
rag av uae wor without 2 a Revenue a7 
i Neceſſary to defray the Roy?! Expences, both in 
Peace and Wir, Ng © hb 
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Secondly, That he will ſuffer no Competitor, 
Equal or Sovereign in bis Kingdom. 

Thirdly, 'That he wid not run the Hazard of her 
Intrigues in Foreign Courts. 

Laſtly, That if he be King, he will diſpoſe of Pre- 
ferments as he thinks fit. And, in Fine, That he 
will not be the Shadow of a King without the Sub- 
ſtantial Prerogatives of Sovereignty. 

'Tis added That when the Queen heard his 
Reply, ſhe faid aloud, I propos'd thoſe Articles only 
to try hi Spirit. Now 1 1 him Worthy to Reign, 
who ſo well underſtands the Incommunicable Rights 
of a Monarch. | | 

This Intelligence comes by a Secretary to the 
Spaniſh Embaſſador who is newly come out of Swe. 
den, to Negotiate at this Coure a Ten Years Truce 
between France and Spain. 

Here is likewiſe an Embaſſador from Portugal 
who acquaints the Court, That the Portaguexe 
have Expell'd the Hollanders out of the Places they 

held in the Eaft Indies But if our Merchants bring 
true Intelligence, the Tartars will Exterminarte all 
the Frank that are in Chins. . | 

In the mean Time, the Yourg King of France, 
paſſes away his Hours in Dancing, ſeeing of Plays, 
and other Recreations, provided with vaſt Ex- 

ce by Cardinal Mazarini, to divert him from 
medling with Public Ffair:,and from thinking too 
ſerionſly on the Sentence he has Pronounc'd in Par- 
liament, agaiaſt the Prince of Conde. LY 

One knows not well, how to blame the Prince 
of Conde's Proceedings; nor yet to accuſe the 
King of Injuſtice. Neither is it proper for a M»ſſul- 
man Slave, to decide the Controverſy. Our 
Principles and Laws, are different from Theirs: 
And he that is eſteem'd a Patriot here in the *, 
wou'd be Condemn'd for a Rebel, without Heſi- 
tation, in any Patt of the Ee; where but — 


* - 
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God in Heaven, and Ope Sovereign on Earth, is ac- 
Ae by tht Seien of every Kin gdem and 
Em 1 ** : _ | 2h, Þ | . 
: Kit i n France, the Princes of the Royal Blood, art 
Inveſted with fach 2 Power as renders it difficult 
for thoſe under their Command, * to diſtinguiſh 
*em from Supream , Mozarchs. . Yet, not One of 
them poſſeſſes a Government, Equal to that of the 
Baſſa of Egypt ; or Superiour to his of "Mleppt. - 
| have ſpoken of theſe Ern formerly, in ſome 
of my Letters to the Happy Miniſters of Him, who 
when he pleafes can make the Greateſt Sovereigns 
the Squire; of his Stirraup, OOO 
And therefore, twill be needleſs. to ſay any 
more on that Subje&, - but only to acquaint thee, 
That the. French Court, tho they cannot relent of 
the Rigour they have usd toward the Prince of 
Conde, yet Row. 2 to hu und the at = 
with his Sen, the Young Duke of Engaien,and by a 
Megs ien telly Two ſtrokes for phe Stare 
t once A. Great Druke of this Realm, has been 
tely di fades to the Duke of Orleans, to propoſe 
a Match between his Daughter and Conde's Heir. 
Whereby the Eftate of the Prince of Conde, will 
fall to the Duke of Orlean's Poſſeſſion, during the 
Minazjity of the Deng Couple. This is a Wheedle 
N tg King's nele to the Court, who 
Bp along Tims eſtrang'd.. But 'tis thoughe 
leaſure is of too deep a Dye, to be walh' 
wi Cours Holy Water. 70 Pp 
1 have no more News to tell thee, fave the 
Death of a certain Prince whom they call the Duje 
of EIbenf. And it is of no Import to the. Dis 
vas, Whether, a Hundred of, theſe, I»/fde] Princes 
ie gvery/Day, or no, ſo long as the Grand Seignon 
— ad n ever ſupply d Wich Faithful A- 


en 56714 
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For Hu Health I pray, before the Sum peeps 
o'er the Tyr of the Eaſtern, Mountains, and after he 
hides himſelf in the Valleys of the Weſt. Neither 
do I rife.from my W N the Eive appointed 
Hours, without an 2 or e, i 4a and the 
other Bae of the Porr. 


Paris, the 10th. of the 6th. Moon, 
Farnen, re 


, s# » 
- * F o . * 
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LETTER, Xt. 


To Sale Tircheni Emin, 88 
of . Royal Arsenal at Conftenti- 
 Nop 7 | 


HOW that bin the Eharg gy 
"How deſign d for the Cana of t — 
art fitteſt to receive the News bf a Terrible 


— 


Blow lately given to a City of the TInfidels in 


Flanders. 

This Place is called Gravel inis, ae I have 
made Mention in fome of my former Letters. 
3 — 29th. of the laſt Moon, the Powder of the 

er there toqk Fire, whether by Accident 
Be, irnor Kenn Ing bu: Bur the Db. 
aun it hat done, is very great; It v reported, 
That a Third Part of the City is blown up, and 
the chief Prrifications about it, with the Ost works 


of the Cirradit, Three Thouſand Mortals, had 


their Breath exhauſted by the Violent Convulſion 
- of the Air, and were enz into Anot her World, wen 
feaſon'd with Sali. Peter: Beſides à vaſt Maltitude 
of all Sorts, that were bury d in the Ruins of the 
Houſes. | #237 


Some 
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. Some, ſay, a certain Perſon coming to buy 
ſome Powder of the Steward of the Magazine, as 
they were ing out the Head of à Powder- 
arre}, the Hammer ſtruck Fire. Others report, 
it this Perſon who pretended to buy Powder, 
was a Spy or Private Agent of Cardinal Mazarins 
in thoſe Parts: And that by his Maſter's Order, 
he had prepar'd a certain Artificial Fire, enclos'd 
in a Shell or Box; and that at a certain determin'd 
Period of Time, it wou'd. cauſe the Box to flie 
in Pieces, and ſcatter Flames almoſt as ſubtile 
and penetrating as thoſe of Lightning. | 

"havin therefore this little Inftrument of Miſ. 
chief 4 and being inſtructed in all Things, 
he with the Seward, enter d the Vaults where the 
Power lay, under Pretence of buying ſome for 
the Governowr of Bruſſels, And when they had 
open'd one of. the Barrels, he thruſt his Hand 
among the Powder, as though he wou'd take up 
ſome 'to look' upon; at the fame Time dex- 
ny conveying his little Shell or Box into the 
Barre), knowing, that in an Hows Time it 
wou'd work its Effect In the mean while, 
ſeeming to diſlike that Barrel, they open d ano- 
ther; which he bought, and ſo departed. With- 
in an Hour afterwardy, all the Countries round 
about, were aftoniſh'd at the Dreadful Blow 
which made the Earth ro tremble. They ſay, it 
was heard beyond the Seas into England. 

Thus the Contrivance of this Trageay, is fa- 
ſten d on-Mazarini; and ſuch is the Hatred the 
pine — — this Mrs. 2 Earth- 
guzke ſhou'd happen in theſe Fares, I believe tb 
Would accuſe bim as the Author of it. they 

But it ſeems, as it all the Elcznents were at War 
againſt'the Netherland. Provinces I have already 
acquainted N of the Ever Happy Port, 
what Diſafters befell il ele People by Srerms at 


Sea, 
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ses, and Inundation on Lend. After which, the 
Element of Fire took its turn to Chaſtiſe them 
For, in the Firſt Mon of this Lear, 4 certain 
Wi mill in the Low-Countries, whirling round 
with extraordinary Violence, by Reaſon, of a 
Furious Storm ; the Stone at length by its Ra- 
pid Motion, became fo Intenſely hot, as to fire 
the MiZ; from whence the Flames being dil. 

rſed by the High Winds to the Neighbouring 
Houſes ſet a who Jon 6. Fire, WITT. 

And now the Wrath of Hegven has been 
kindl'd again, to deſtroy theſe Infde/7: Vet thoſe 
that ſurvive will not be Converted. Perhaps 
they will be ruin'd Piece: Meal, even to'a Final 
Extermination, like the People of dad and 
Thamed, of whom at this Day there remain no 
Footſteps. - 1 8 

I pray God guard the Imperial City and Atrſenal, 
from all Caſualti:, of Fire, from Inundations of 
Water and” from Earthquakes : and. thy;,own 
Watchful Care and Prudence will defend the 
GY in thy Cuſtody, from the Sly Attempts. 
of Traitert and Villains. | ; 


Paris, 1oth. of the 6th. Mn,, . 
- of the Tear 16543. e As | 
| * d . | * 
LETTERS: 
To Mehemet, an Eunuch, in tbe Seraglio. 


I Acquainted thee formerly wich the. ficſt Ne- 
ceſſity I had to drink Wine, that I might the 
better conceal my being a; Muſſalwau when 1 
was made a Paſoner by Cardinal Mazarini's * | 

ex. 


_— 
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der. U tell thee now, this Liquor is grown Ha- 
bitual to me it being the Natural Beverage of 
rhe in N I am. Bur the French temper 
ic with Warer, the better ro allay their Thirſt, 
and prevent Fevers : Which Cuſtom agrees not 
with the Stomach of a Mahomeran, who when he 
drinks either Water or Wine, loves to have them 
Pure without Mixture. I uſe it moderately for 
my Health, and to create an Appetite. Bur this 
Evening, I drank a Glafs of Wine, which is like 
to make me abhor it for ever. In all Probabi- 
Iity, I ſhall turn as ſtric and preciſe as an 
Hodgia» For, in the Midſt of my Dravghr, I had 
almoſt ſwallowed a great Spider, which J. 

drowned in the Wine The little 8, had 
paſs'd my Lips; but I ſoon clear'd my Mouth, 
of ſo Ungrateful a Morſel. I wiſh I could as 
eaſily diſcharge my Imaginatoen , of the hated 
Idea it has imbibed with this Fatal Potion. Not 
that 1 think I am poiſoned, or have received an 

Real Damage from the Spider: The worſt Yenom, 
lies in my own Phancy. It will be Impoſſible for 
all the Water in France, to waſh away the Preju- 
dices I have Conceiv'd againſt this little In- 
ſeck. I have a perfect Antipathy againſt it. The 
Sight of a Spider, would always make me ſwear 
and tremble. Now, if ever I ſhould rafte the 
Wine again, 1 ſhould imagine every Mouthful 
I ſwallowed, had a Spider in it. My Reaſon tells 
me, there were no Danger, if I bad one in my 
Stomach; having ſeen a Phyſician, without the 
Uſe of any Antidote, ſwallow Two or Three 
large Spiders in a Glaſs of Wine: And this was 
his Ordinary Practice every Mo ing. And moſt 
of that Profeſſion maintain, That Spiders lo drank, 
can do no harm. Vet my Au overcomes 
my Reaſon in this Point. And if Galen or Hipph- 
"crates wete alive, they would not be able with all 


their 
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their Learned Demonſtrations, to reconcile me to a 
Creature, for which I have an Invincible Averſon 
and ., Abhorrence. N * with a 
Lyon or a Tyger, in the Deſart of Arabia, provided 
Thad but a Sword in my Hand, than 2 a 
Spider crawling about me in the Dark, And 
therefore, I have often envied the Happineſs of 
the Iriſt- Men; for, in that Hand, they ſay no 
Vinomo Creature will live. The ſame is reported 
of the 165 of Malta. Which Wonderful Pri- 
vilege, both theſe and, aſcribe to the Prayer: 
of certain Seints, | 

There is no Reaſon to be given for theſe ſecret 
Antipathies, which are diſcovered in many Men. 
Some will ſweat 2nd faint away, if there be a 
Cat in the Room where they are, though they 
know Nothing of it, any otherwiſe than by the 
Secret ntimations of this Unsccounteble Senſe, which 
Nature has added to their other Five. I have ſeen 
a Gentleman drop down in a Swoon, as ſoon as 
he entred a Chamber where there was a Squirre! 
kept in a Cage · And thoſe that knew him faid, 
it was his conſtant Iofirmity, 

If there be any Truth in the Dacrrine of the 
Foul / Tranſmigration, I ſhould think the beſt Rea- 
| ſons for theſe private Autipat hies, might be drawn 
from ſome Fiymer State of the Soul. And accor- 
ding to that Suppoſicron, I ſhould conclude, That 
I hag been hoy ors = — — Beay; 
and having been frequently perſecuted by Spider, 
in that Stare, 2 retain the Dread 5 my 
Old Enemy, which all the Circumſtances of my 
preſent Meramoyphoſir, are not able to efface, But 
of this be ſo, I wonder 1 ſhould have no diſtinct 
Remembrance of my former little Yolatile Life ; 
ſince Pytbageras, the Great Patron of the Metem- 
Mhcboſe declares, That he could remember ſeve- 
ral Ghonges he had undergone. And _—_ 


« 
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ly recounts, how he led a Merrier Life when he 
was a Frog, than fince he became a Philoſopher. 

It affords me Matter of Thought and is no 
ſmall Diverſion, to behold the Contratriety that - 
is in Mens Diet. One Man never taſtes of 
Fiſh all h s days, another abhors Fleſh; this faints 
if his Bread be cut with a Knife that has touched 
Cheeſe, that ſwoons at the Smell of Mutten. Men 
have as different Appetites, as they have Faces. 
Some are ſqueamiſh, and almoſt nauſeate every 
Thing that others eat freely of. Again, there 
are others to whom nothing comes amiſs. For 
my Part, I have many Averſions in Point of 
Diet: And, above all Things, I can never be 
reconciled, to the eating of Inſe#r, Serpenrr and 
other Repti Greene. Vet here are Men i — this 

dom, who live upon Frogs, Vipers, Graſhoppers, 
og ſuch Kind of Loathſome o <%>. and I 
have read of a People in the Southern Part, of 
pres, who had no other Diet but ſalted Zocuſtr, 
which they catch in the Spring; when certain 
te Load, 5 Ke warms of them over 


the Country is — 
— Dh I ,  Ative and Black. 
They! run. ſwift. —_— and will climb Trees 
and jump from 2 Bough and Tree to another 
as nimble as Apes and Squirrils. But they are ſhort 
Liv'd, never exceeding Forty — 6f 1 
For, about that Time, they feel à Violent, * 
ing all over their Bodies. Which tempting the 
to ſcratch the mſelyes, they never ceaſe till — 
make Holes in their Fleſh, . where certa'n Winged 
luſects breed: which multipſy ſo faſt, at oh a 
little Time they devour the poor 
2 is thought to be the Reſult of their Il 
et | 
Let not what I have faid create any Sap Squea- 


e in thee; but cat thy Pim wit 
1 Soc 
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Stomach: For that Food, has the Benedi&ion of 
God and his Propher. 


Paris, 23d. of the 6th. Moon , 
of the Tear 1654. 
R 


* . . 
88 * 9 
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LETTER XIII 
To the Kaimacham. 


* 5 HE Xing of Bance, has been ſolemnly 
1 Crownd at Rhemei: Where were preſent 
his Me: ber and Brother, Cardinal Maxarini, with di- 
vers Printe: and Nobis, and Hreigu Miniſters. 
But Nothing cou d perſwade the Kixg's Uncle the 
Duke of Oritans, to grace this Ceremony with his 
Preſence. He has declar'd, He will never come 
to the Goury ſo loup — Mazetini is there. 
ee Nen hi! ESPE pie rds, to 
repair ſpeeckly to br Army in en What 
the Deſigi is, we are not kertainh. Some Fay, he 
is gone to ſurpri⁊e Gra veliner, a City in Handers. 
which was lately ſo ruin'd by the Blowing up of 
the Magazine. that it is not ia a Condition to reſiſt 
the French, ſhould they aſſault it. 

Others ſay, the King has commihded his Ge- 
neral to lay Siege to Stenay, a City belonging to 
the Prince of Conde,” # Place of Great Strength; 
and exquiſitely Fortify - oo 
Tie teported, That Cardinal Maziarini holds a 
Correſpondence” with the Gevtrnoar of chis Strong 
Hold: And that on this Groumd it was he pro- 
mis'd the King, on the Honour of his Purple, That 
if he would ſuffer his Army to lie down before 
it, it ſhould' by ſuck a Day be ddliver'd into his 
Hands. The 


- 
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The Duke of Lorrain, of whoſe Impriſonment 
at Antwerp, I inform'd Muftaphs Berber Aga, is now 
remov'd from thence, and ſent to Spain; from 
whence 'tis believ'd he will never come back. 

From the Nerth the Paſt brings News, of the 
Reſignation which Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, has 
made of her Crown to her Couſin, Prince Charles. 
They add, That ſhe caus'd a Crown to be made, 
with this . Iv{cription, FROM GOD AND 
CHRISTINA; And, that ſhe plac'd this 
Crown on the Prince's Head with her own Hands, 
having before Abſoly'd all her 'SubjeZ; from their 
Oaths of Fidelity to her. 

The ſame Pof alſo tells us, of a Mighty Army 
of Moſcovites, which ate enter'd into Poland, de- 
ſtroying and laying deſolate where-ever they 
come. The pretended Cauſe of this Invaſion, 
is ſaid to be, a Diſguſt the Czar has taken at a 
certain Hiftorian Poet of Poland; Who in 
reciting the Wars between thoſe Nations, had 
made a Miſtake in the Genealogy of the Moſcovire 
Emperours, naming the Father for the Sen. The 
Cxar being inform'd of this, demanded the Head 
of the Writer, as an Atonement : Which being 
deny'd he ruſh'd into the Territories of Poland, to 
revenge hinffelf by Fire and Sword. 

Theſe are the Actions of ſuch, as pretend to 
follow the Example of Jeſu, the Meſſias ; Who 
commanded Men, To forgive Injuries, even as did 
our Holy Prophet; Yet they ſcruple-nnt to accuſe 
us, of what they themſelves are only Guilty. 
Thus, whilſt they are Chriftians in Name, we ſhew 
by our Practice, that we are True Diſciples of the 
Venerable Jeſus. | 

Doubtleſs, all Men are 7u/# or Wicked by Na- 
ture. Every Mans Fate is Engraven on his Fre- 
head. And neither the Precepts nor Examples of 
Jeſus or Mahomet, can alter the Inclinations” of 
"4 c, 
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thoſe, whoſe Stars have Sign'd 'em in their Na- 
tivity, with the indelible Charaters of Vice. 


Paris, 3oth. of the 6th, Mien, 
of the Tear 1654. 


LETTER XIV. 
To.Dgnet Oglou. 


H have been in a Wilderne/s, or at 
I ſuppoſe it, wandring up and 
'Joſt and confounded in the Dark, with- 
out Sun, Star, Land mark, or any Faithful Guide 
to direct me. What ſhall I do in this Caſe? I 
am tir'd with perpetual Rambling; and reſt I 
dare not, neither can I, ſuch is my Uneaſineſs, 
even in the only Circumſtance which gives to 
other Men Repole i F 
Thus I diſcourſe with my ſelf when I am a- 
lone, and conſider my Preſent State as a: Mortal. 
The Mifertes of this Life, are the Themes of my 
Firſt Contemplation: And tis bus Reaſon it 
ſhould be ſo, becauſe we feel em every Moment. 
They touch our Senſe nearly, and affli& us with 
ſharp Pains, Vet they are but like the Sting of 
a Waſp, Violent for a Time, but laſt not 


long. 

"This Thopght carries me farther, and puts me 
upon an Endleſs Meditation, what will befal me 
after I'm Dead. When I have contemplated all 
that I can, run over a Thouſand Paths of Fancy, 
and track'd all the Footſteps of the Vie, or of 
ſuch as were eſteem'd ſo; ſtill I find my ſelf in 
a Deſar:, more entang!'d than a Traveller loſt = 
Rs Tale t 
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the Foreft of Hereynia, which extends from the 
moſt Northerly Part of Moſcovy, to ſome Provinces 
in the German Empire, and is reputed Five Hun- 
dred Leagues in Length. 

In this bewilderd Condition, I meet with 
may pretended Guides, One telling me thu is 
the Way, Another that. But becauſe they do 
not agree in their Advice, I know not which to 
truſt: And am inclin'd to ſuſpe& ſome for 
Cheats, and the Reſt for Fools, as much at a 
Lofs, if not more than my ſelf. 

Permit me to diſcourſe with Freedom, my 
Dear Dgnee, and let us unmask like Friends, What 

nifies all that the Imaums and MoYahs can ſay 

Paradiſe and Hel, ſince none of 'em have been 
there to make an Experiment ? Why ſhould we 
ſoffer our ſelves to be amus d with Notions of 
Things, which, for ought we know, have no 
other Exiſtence, but in the Harangues of the 
Preachers, and the Foncies of the Credulous. 

Think not that I am going to perſwade thee 
to the Hereſy of the Muſerix, who deny the Be- 
ing of a Ged. I tell thee, I am no Anbei. From 
every Thing I behold, my Thought ſoon flies 
up to a Firſt Cauſe: And there tis daſh'd into a 
Thouſand Queries This 1 Jay as a Solid Foun- 
dation, Al Things were not Always in the ſame State 
4 they are Now (My Experience demonſtrates 
to the Contrary.) But how much longer they 
have been otherwiſe, than my own Remem- 
brance, I cannot be afſurd, but by the Confi- 
dence which I repoſe in People that are Older 
than my ſelf, and the Faith 1 give to Books. - Both 
which agree in this, That they are Guilty of 
Contradictions without Number. 

Thoſe that were born before me, and Liv'd in 
the Days of Sultan Mabemet III tell me many Paſha. 
ges of his Reign, quite different from the Rela- 

| dions 
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tions of others, who alſo Liv'd in thoſe Times, 
and remark*d the TranſaQtions of their Age. 

A like Diſagreement I find among Authors, who 
have committed to Writing, the Hiſtories of For- 


mer Timers Tis difficult to encounter with Two 


Men of the ſame Opinion, even as. to Matters 
of Fact. Some take a Pride in diſguifing 
the Truth; Whilſt others have not Skill to take 
off the Mask. There are a ſort of Perſons in 
the World, Men of Supine and Eaſie Judgments, 
Credulous, and not daring to call in Queſtion 
what has been tranſmitted to them from the Au- 
thority of Such and Such a Writer. They Super- 
Niriouſly revere as an Oracle, the Manuſcripts of a 
mortal Man like themſelves, Subje& ro as many 
Frailties and Miſtakes. And all this, only be- 
cauſe they have been taught to do ſo from their 
Infancy: So forcible is the Influence of Education. 
Thus the Hebrews believe the Records of their Na- 
tion to be of Divine Original, though they want 
nor Ferbal ContradiQtions, and abound with Legi - 
cal and Philoſophical Inconfiſtences. But, that 
which is of Greateſt moment is, that ne'ther they 
nor any other Nation, no not even the Mirian 
or Egyptiaz Records, come near the Immenſe 
Chronologies of the Chineſe and Indiant. So that 
amidſt ſuch a Variety of Accounts, a Man 
knows not where to fix his Belief. But, 
whether the World be only Five or ix 
Thouſand Years o!d, or of a more Indefinite 
Antiquity, this is a ſure Maxim, That Something 
is Eternal. Even the Jews and Chriſtians, who de- 
ny the Eternity of Matter, and aſſert the Creati- 
on of the World our of NOTHING, ina De- 
termin'd Period of Time, muſt of Neceſſity own, 
There was an Sternal, and Infinite Emptineſs or Va- 
cuity, which is the ſame as Mzſes calls by the Name 
of NOTHING. Which will found as harſh in Ph. 
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loſophy, as the Eternity of Matter does in their Divi- 
nity. Nay, if I miſtake not, *ris of a worſe Conſe. 
quence, even in the Doctrine of Religion, to aſſert 
an Infinite Privaizen, or Want of Exiſtence, to be 
Coeternal with the Subſtantial God, who is Ownipo- 
tent, Living and Strong; than to affirm Matter it 
ſelf to be Coeternal with Him; Since This # an 
Actual Subſtance, and may with Reaſon be ſup- 
pos'd, as a Neceſſary Emanation of his Power and 
Goodneſs ; Whereas the Or her, is a mere Naked Po- 
tentiality, a Nen Entity, as the Weſtern Philoſophers 
call it, and therefore can not be conceived to 
flow from the Divine Nature, which is Efential 
Life and Being. Yet in theſe Nice and Remote 
Speculations, I am Timorous, and dare not be 
Poſitive; leſt I ſhould prophane the Honour of 
that Sovereignly Good, who is the Breath of our 
Neftrils, To ipeak the Truth, I am Wavering in 
201 Things, but this, That there is an Eternal 
Mind, Every-where Preſent the Root and Baſis of 
AN Things Viſible and Inviſible, whom we call 
Ala, the Support of Infinite Ages, the Rock and 
Stay of the Univerſe. 

Let thou and I, Dear Friend, perſevere in 
Adoring that Superlative Eſſence of Eſſences, with 
Internal and Profound Devotion. Let our 
Thoughts be Pure, our, Words Few, and thoſe 
fall of Innocent and Grateful Flames. For 
aſſuredly, God delights not in the Babling of the 
Tongue. 

As for the Reſt, let us live according to our 
Nature and Reaſon, as we are Men For we may 
believe, that the Þnaulgen! Father of AN Things, 
will accept us, if we ſquare our Actions accor- 
ding to this Rule, without aiming at the Perfection 
of Angels. | 


= 
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In a Word, let us love all of Humen Race, and 
ſhew Juſtice and Mercy to the Bruset. For in fo 
doing, we ſhall not be Unkind to our ſelves, 


Paris, 13th. of the 7th. Moon, of the Near, 1654. | 
according 10 the Chriſtian Style. 1. 


The End of the Fourth Volume. 


